
AS;TOI AND -eOPhE.
TiHE RELI.TON O'F FAM IL Y LIE TO
la LIWRCH WVORK.

av 111k RI'V.Jli;N NISN. INUIRk-OLL.

11,£ mtaîd ail or you befre the Lon], your God, youi
litile oncs, your %vives. and the stranger ilhat Is withln thy
cuan p. at thou iliauldest enter ia covenant wiih the
,,Ors. hy ('i and inio his oath, whicl, the Lord thy Gad
makeili with thee this day."-)mtuT. XXIX. 10.

"0 our GoJ %viIl Thîou flot judge thcrn, fur wc have nec
inlght ngainst ibis treat company, that comcti siainsi
u ti* iher know we whiii tu du; but oui cyes art upn lhm.
And ail Jr'dah stooti before the Lord with their litiet onc!,
their vrivcs anti thcir chiltirn.'-2 CiiRSc4 xx. la.

"l'îen 1 proclainactl a fast there at the river of Aliava ti.ai
naagî aurivurcivs b!orourod oscekli 11wa rght, wcway for us, andi Frr out litlîe onui, an.I for ail out substance."

R,% viii. 21.
God did imke a covenant witlî Abraham as the

father of thc faithfui, Ilto, bc a G'od unto Iimii and ta
his secd nftcr hlin."

As Abrahiain tvas a representative believer, sa in i
stili dicepcr and mare permanent sense the Christian
parent is God's rcprescntativc in the home, ta the
childrcn, in the work nad worship cf God. The re-
penting and returning lsraclites are assemblcd by
Ezra, longing for restoration tai their cwn land, con.
vinceci of the cii af their backslidings, bcwildercd and
perpiexcd as ta their course. Thcy praclaim a day
for deep humiliation before God, and scck a right way
for thrnselvcs, for their little cs, and for ail thteir
substance. Tlxcy realize the dangers by which the),

- are beset, and desire ta, bc in a right relation ta God,
%Ve ask your attention ta this important subject as i
bears on aur growth and prosperity as a church.
,IVOtice,flrsi:

r'AMILY LIFE.

The family is the ordinance af God. Conceivcd in
divine love, founded by divine wisdoin, organized in a
lite of purity, surraunded by salemn sanctions cf
reward and retributian, it is the corner-stancof human
lite. its sacred enclosurcs and its crown of glor.y are
God's special care and deliglit the carthly piedge
and symbol of heaven's cbarmas and character, IlThe
famiiy otGod in heaven andearth." Its relationships
do flot lie on the surface af humait compacts Iland
mutual arrangements, but deep in the solemnities af
birtb," out )f this camnes father, inother, sister, brother,
son and diaughter. Sa in the kingdom, boien of God,
front thre Sbirit.

The famnily is the place where in faith and love
God's gift of a seul ta, bc moulded for him is reccived,
the point of departure iat the mission af life
for God-lifc with ail ils jays and sorrows, con-
flicts and triumphs, hopes and fears. Betwecn
the reception af this gift of a soul ta nurture
and guide for God, and its departure for work
and worsbip, there lie around yau ail those in.
fluences that make or mar, that beautify or deface,
titis immortal trust. O haw aught the home ta 'be
filled with the atmosphere of righteousness and trust,
spiritual life and love; haliowed by prayer, enforced
by precept, iinked ta, eternal things b>' faih in God
and cansecration ta his cause.

This ardinance of faxniiy life is flot onl>' of God,
but it is first in the arder cf time, and wie believe of
importance; it has been graccdl b>' the charmas cf
newly created innocence; il has been degraded and
defaced and destroyed by sin; but the Gospel cf Christ
is ta restore, renew and lift it ta greater influence,
and ta an exalted midssion. IlBring up your childten
in the nurture and admonition cf the Lard." Ta this
work as Christians we are summoned: caied tapon ta
gird ourselves with grace and courage, ta, fortify aur-
selves with rte love and authorit>' of fatherhood. Tihis
importance and pre-eminence cf famil>' life is miade
everywhere conspicuous in the Baok of G:Dd; and in
the divine plan of Providence, il gives lone tdi a
nation, where tbare is famil>' Etc approaching its
highest ideal. ContraI family lite b>' the divinely coin-
municated principles lodged it it, and yau comatuni-
cate moral strength ta, national lite and histor>'; il *ill
au thc necdful haur arise and relief the grasping am-
bition cf the unprincipled invader. The home is ýhe
inner sanctuary for purit>' and power in the work; of
Ccd in the caruth. It gives firraness and fortitudd in
grapling wilh the deadiy principles and powvers of évil
in the earth. The absence of pure family lite maires
a peaple the prcv cf levity and licentiousncss, the
spart of pride and pauperism, il writes, IlIchabod "on
a nauîon's. splendeur, andi dom on its mosu dazzling

'THE CANADA'ý PRESBYTERIAN.

Iglor>'. %Ve rire nlot without Illustrations on a solum
js calecof tlctruth cf thcse.sta'.cments. Our Gati s th
God cf the fa.mtlies cf the whole carti,. It v-as thraugh
a lino of fitmul> lite ia tte main truc and loyal ta God,
that the revealed tvlll of Ccd was delivereti. Of the
ramilles of Abraham nnd David Christ came in the
flesit. There lu imipre3sive instruction in the action cf

>the returning exiles. Humib!cd before C;od, ivcak
betore their eneinles, but seeking a right way for
themscîves, for iheir little cnes, and ail their sub-
stance. Notice, second:

CIIUItCII LIFE.
These are two tundamental institutions trough

which this world is ta, bc saveti-tho twa places of
the gathcring cf hol>' influence anti sacreti associa-
tions- -the ane the birth, cf bloodi the other by the re-
birth, cf thc Hol>' Gliost, ta reasors anti redemption.
The ane is by generatian, the ailier b>' regeneration;
the famnily is first in the order af tinte, the ather lu
later, but more comprehensive in alm andi destin>';
thc germi cf a higlier lite andi cf %vider expansion, of
a mare gorgeous bloom, andi a rarer fruit;, engrafteul
by the divine tanti cf the teavenly htisband-
min, on the original, hardy, prolifle stock cf famiiy

*lite; compact in grcwth andi free.blooming, as the
gardnier speaks. Neitter institution is complote in it-
self; they are mutuall>' dependcnt. The fainily cf thc
patriarchial limes vias continually being overrun by
ttc powrer cf ungodlincss; the violation cf the divine
conditions cf thc fanaily life always brought an un-
godly secd.

The institution of the Church means the gathering
together cf ail who love thc trulli, awn thc Lord, and
wvait on hm for instruction in thc way of holy living.
The cturch is a wider arganization, resting an a
broaderbasis, the embodiment, of purposes, ttougtts,
anti divine emotions, that spring iat tistarical im-
portance with the terrible fact cf sin. Tte magnitude

*and character, the sacredncss anti solemnity cf ttc
cturch life in the earth anti ttc regard in which it is
telti by God, is significantl>' set forth by the terins iii
tvhich it is nameiý IlThe house cf God," Ilttc tem-
ple cf the Hal>' Ghost,"1 I thc body of Christ,'» uhe gift
of thc Father te Hîs Son, the fruit cf bis purchase ini
the outpouring cf His blood; teaven-born, guideti,
îrainod, sustauaed, saveti with an everlasting salvation,
"lHolding forth the word cf lite," thc lighu in the dark
place, the cii>' set on the bili, the sait cf tte carth.
The cturch is then thc embodiment of teavenly grace
and lite, lave and liberty, carrying it muao famil' flie,
saactioning its authorit>', andi that by il ail nations cf
thc earth, may be blesseti. This reiorn cf the Israel-
ites tai their landi, church privileges, anti responsibili-
tics, shows how family lite is promînent and enters iat
cturch prosperit>'. They sought the Lard for them-
selves, Iltheir little cnes, and aIl iheir substance."
They sougtt His protection, His peace, and His guidi.
ance. Having tus inducateti the reaity anti iniport-
ance cf tese twc tuntiamental institutions, te famiy
andi tte Church, notice, third:

THEIR MUTUAL RELATIONS, PRIVILEGFS, AND
RESPONSIIIILITIES.

Thesc two institutions have mutual authorit>'.
The>' have beon set up by the same wise tand, the>'
are rte olispring cf thc samne loving head, the abjects
cf the same watchful car andi jealous regard. Whau is
afirmd cf the ane is truc cf the ther: Il1, thc Lord
do keep il, 1 tvill wa:er it over>' moment lest any hurt it,
1 wilI keep it night anti day.»" This is his vineyard cf
red wine,» "with te tender vines," and the "c live
plants by te sides cf the bouse.YI "Ttey have thc
everl-sting ais eacircling temr, anti ttc seal cf thc
divine signet upon thein, written aver the nursery', 'cf
such is the kingdomn cf heaven." IlHe set a littie
chilti in the midst"I andi said ta, aIl the wcrlti, Ilexcept
ye become as lîttle chiltiren, ye cannot enter lte king-
dam cf teaven." They have thc mutual authorit>'
of life and law, cf heaven and eartt, cf trutit andi
trust.
THESE TV/O INSTITUTIONS IN THEIR FINAL AIMS

HAVE TUE SAME MISSION TO DISCHTARGE-
te training cf the seul tai great usefulncss here andi

great rewarti hexpefer. The faunidation cf ail noble
litc in this world is heahhy biood, strsng bone anti tougi
sinew. Farnily lite hitre Iays this fountiatian, and wvue
betitie ils coming gencrations if b>' taise andi artificial
living its bloid is inflan ed, or b>' improvidence it de-
generates inta rude serusualit>'. l is from titis source

ithat "the iniquities of the father visit the children unta
thc third anti fourt generation.» The parents tat

saur grapes, andi tte chlldrenis teetit are set att etge.
Thtis man, andi tisal, peristeth not alane: ho tas let
the seetis cf discase andi death with others. On its
tcalthy faundabion of famil>' lite, the uhn cf churct
lite Is tai rear a superstructure cf noble roeason, living
virtue, andi b>' sovereignl grace, etemnl lite lIn Christ
Joits. Ail ni once admit these fast alms tlobe wortty of
tteChurct of Christ,butthnse wliaprctie.aliy set fitnil>'
lite on a iowcr level, ccnfining ils goal te an earthily
endi. Ia the svork, cf bringing the seul toi Christ, andi
building It up for usefulness la tîme andi rcward in
ciernit>', anti the close relation subsisting between
these twvo institutions, thero lit no roorn for mîsuntier-
standing or antagoniani, shyness or suspicion. No
institution, however hopeful lis character, hawever
manitesi is autarity and commission, can contravene
or supersede thc mission anti end cf the Church anti
famil>'. They are sctools cf training, flot for earth
anl>', but for heaven; it Is a training not ta serve aur-
selves, but thc Lord,anti ane nnothcrundertim. There
is ta, bc preparitian fer business, but il is business for
lime Lard, IlDiligent In business, fervent la spirit
scrving the Lord," and these exiles arc scking a right,
wvay for theniscives,.-ind their little cnes, anid ail teir
substance.

These two, institutions having tte saine divine au-
tority-the samne mission and end, in lite andi godîl-
ness-we ask, Whiat i: lire rigât way 1

I. MUTUAL SYMPATIIY.
Churcit lite tas taken the neccssary formi cf teact-

ing anti prcaching-.the pulpit anti the schaol. Thc
Sabbatlt school is flot an cutside, gccd kinti of insti-
tution, but the Cliurch at work, teaching and training
hier ctildrcn in the~ knowlcdge of jesus Christ and for
lthe cause cf Ced. Ste tas evangelistic efforts, for
gattering arcund lier the careless andti he eutcast,
warning and teaclting thorm cf ttc rigbt way cf lire.
Speaking of homes wherc thc parents are prefeas-
ing Christians: what is that faml>' but the Church
laying the foundation of blooti andi banc, high and
healta>, rcaring a sanctuar>' ir reason and virtue, ta
be quickcned by ttc Divine Spi rit and crowned by the
divine favar. Ttc Church asscmbled for werk and
worstip, embracing olti andi young, parents and chil-
dren, is but the witier circle, ttc larger union, tte
tuiler utterance of prayer, ant he richer peai of praise
belonging ta, ttc fantil>, andi ascribeti ta, Christ, "lof
wtomn ttc wtole fantil>' in teaven anti earth is namneti."
Responsive in their sympathies.

Il. 2MUTUAL CO-OPERATION.
Thte schtaol shaulti net usurp the prorogative of the

home, anti ttc tome should not leave ir, work af in-
struction te ttc sctool. There shoulti be thc alim cf
united lite; ce-oiperation in those aims ta the revealeti
destin>' of ttc soul; Co-operatien in servce tcwards
thase endis; not more gooti wiIl anti gooti wishes, but
honesuhonorable, toathy> offert. Ttc pareonts stoulti
tester ioving anti reverential regard fer thc persan andi
work cf thc ucacter ar preacher, anti ttc>' in turi
should inculcate anid impress on ttc heart ttc sacred-
ness cf parental auttorit>' anti love. Titis co-operatien
enobles andi sanctifies the tome, it extentis anti
strengthens ttc work of thc Churcit anti fulfils tte
common mission ot ttc training et souls, ttc conver-
sien cf sinners and thc glor>' cf Goti. In bot insti-
tutions lci us steor cicar ef that questienable territor>'
cf no-barra influence. What tarinis there? Oh, there
ino lazm in il! Let us rather treati the finit ground

andi cicar territer>' of positive influence, andi positive
geod. IlGodlincss is profitable un to aU, havimg the
promise oftte life that naw is, anti cf that whict is
ta came."' Lot there be unit>' oftaim anti wcrk, close-
noss et sympait>' anti iflterest; cncour age anti enquire
conccrning ttc spirit cf each, continuing in ttc faiti
that holtis, anti the prayer that pleatis. Keep item
trora ttc evil titat is in ttc world. Separateti tram
moere eartbl>' distinction anti camnai ambition, Our de-
sire soulti be like Salome's, IlGrant tat these my chul-
dren na>' sit on t>' right tanti in îhy kingdem;II anti
in ttc spirit cf thc aId Hebrew prophet, resclving,

WeV Cotis servants wilI arise anti builti.
"1Soci l ttc house that 1 musi builti,

This the cottage, titis the tome,
Andi tis ttc pac, tre&sure-ileti,
For an immortal's earthly home;
O, noble work ottoil and care!
0, task most difficuit and ratel
O, simýple but mosi arcluous plan
To raise a dwclling-pl=e soi fir,
Tne sanctuar>' ofa man."

What a louti cail there is for co-oiperation in vicw
of ttc position parent, or preacter, or teacher may


