
ItsL? 16tb 1884.1 THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

~Atigon lin VOnsI.
TUES CONSENSUS.

The consensus wbich tbe Preshyterian A"laace are
discussirg la &ý scmewbat diCtent thiag tram the con.
sensus cf Christendomt But lit would bc well If aur
roaders had anaf aquaintauce genorilly iitreliat la
meant by the consensus ai Chrlstendom and hotr
mach It signifies.

The grot principle expouaded hy Vincentios af
Lerlas was, that whatsoever was held by ait Chrlstlans
la ai lands and rit ail tlrres muet bc the lnfaiiible
trait of Gori, the savlng Cathollc failli, overy depar-
turc fram which is toul. destroyiug heroay. Hii tain-
ous formula bas been sounded ever stict-, and ospt -
clally lu tbc recru? times of the IlCsthollc revival Ila
Efrgland, IlQued urmo0r, guod iibiqsi, quod ab3 emd.
but.1,

It must be cenceded rit vnce that tirere le a certain
value attachable ta thc consensus or arteement ci al
Chrîstians always and everywnerc. A c'itain streugth
Is believedl ta belong ta such opinions and interpreta-
tiens ; a certain security is <oit ln holding such views;-
the Imitdi shakea by doubt and perplexity, confused
and saddened by cor i.cting sentimntns fluds. a cor-tala test and reassurance ia accepttrg tbe positions
cf the grand majorlty or totaliîy of Christian amen.
Cardinal Newman tells us It was a sirgle sentence of
tbis sOrt wblch detached him from the Churcli of Eng-
land and won hlm over ta sbe Cburch cf Ramne; a
sentence ci St. Augustine: IlSecurus judr~ati:
fnraum'-the opinion cf the whoe world la safe
That wblch se poweifuily swayod a pawerIul Intellect
must have farce, and that which Is frit by every man
as sean as ho hoars i ta bave welght wlth tint de-
serves seulous conàiderasion. Il caa nover bo a coin-
fortable thing ta dîffer ia selgion fiam the wanld.w.de
sentiment ai caiholicity. le mnust always ralse a sus-
picion cf error or crâze, Il net of actual heresy, whea
wre find ausselves out ol s>nipatby witb the body of
Chriat. On the other baud, wba ve sce wherea man
ls landed Who gives hiaiself rip ta Vtncent's principie,
whea we sec lis autcome la John Henry, Newman, WC
pause ta thlak and venture ta scrutiaîze ir. We fiad
wbea vo do se that bite auy aitier las? il is "lgood if a
man use il lawtaily."

Here are the limitations ta tbc famtons priacipleocf
censeusui-lîraitatlons very clearly set forth by Dr.
Charles Hodge.

i. The cou:.eat must be the consent cf converted
mcn, mea having tbc Spirit. For It is plain that the
wbale sacieby calîrdl the visiblu Charch may saine-
limes Indudte vast numbers cf unspiritual amen, more
nominal Chrisbians. S mon Magus believed and was
bapt*ztd Thc opin!ons,,f ton thousaad Simans would
net bc surely and certainly tuce i

2. The consent must bo consent cf spiritual aien
about essential doctrines, and not about mere ecclesi.
astical airrangements. There is a Divine guaranty
that convetted people whe have the Spirit will think
mach alike on essentials, the nature ai God, the per-
son cf Christ, the way af salvation. But there ls flot
the saine certaiaby that believers will thinlc alike on
the manner of worsbip or the details of Cburch gav-
crament.

3. l'le consent must ho consent upan doctrines
contalned la the B be, met on thinga outslde cf that
canon. Ail Christians at onc bime believed, and bc-
lieved everywhere that the sua maved rond thxe eatth,
1 boy were wrcng, and the consensus cf Cbristendom
vas la errar. And wbea the truc doctrine cf th.
earth's motion was propounded many reslsted and re.
jected it because it contradicied tbe great Catholic
principle : Il Qued semer, quod ubt*que, quodab onTri-
bius.-" The ptacîple mnust ho suijcct ta limitations.
The causent must ho the consent cf ail spiritual per-
sans about cssentlal truths and trutbs taught la cari-
anical Scrlpture.

With these, wblch may bo called Protestant limita-
tions; the piaciple is a gond ane. Tbe Spirit bias
beon promised te tend Christians inta ail trutb, ta
tbroW light on aIl things Christ bas toiùmanded.
Where, iben, thore Is nny donbt o? difficnlîy it mîust
ho of Immense value ta linaw what tbb wbolc body of
P.ZL*:fql mon Ir, every agi: cf' Ile Cirura: &. J' 1-,very
country have hcld and taught. The roucenisus wil41
,when rlghtly balaaced and Ilinited, furnish a poworul
plea for uny great ceentiai plincipie. It cZndfiniî
Soclnae ou-one band, as ta the e-aa cf Cbilst; it

confronta and refates Plymouthim, an the other band,
as ta the way 0i salva Alan.

Let car young divines learn tbc uic of ibis pawetfai
princîple, a woapoa wblch ta liane bbc lois paorfti
and useful becauqe anc or bwottever men have mulr ted
le, axnd mimappreheaded lb: truc scope and value.-
De fast IViint.

11'IIL1 WR A y

Thre hinds arm snch doit handsis
Thcy are to fnl; thcy tuen et our demande

S" orient they re.îch eut,
WVîtb t rifles ticatcely, thought about,

Sa amy limes j they do
So any thîrîgs for me. for you-

If their fond vrille mbabi&ke,
We may well bend, net break.

They arc sncb fondi, (rail lip s
Thît aprîk ta ut. Psay. Il love strips

Ttieem of dl'creoo many limes,
Or if they sptik ton slow or quicir, incb crimes

We May Paus by 8 for we ay soc
Days not far off when thoso ammii words mbh

Held net es sluw. or quickc, or out of p ice, but den,
liccause the lips are no more bore.

They amc sncb doîr, familier feet thît go
Along the pAth wibh ours-fret fast or slow,
And trylng te keep pi ce-if îbey mistîkoe
Or trenad uperi some flower ibîrt ti would taire

Upour out brea-t. or brulse some iele,
Or ciuqh Pour Hlope untti it blord,

Weo May bo mute,
Net tuiîning qnickly te Impute
Grave <nuit ; for blîey aud tc
have sucb a little way ta ga-oman ho

Togeihrr sucb a liile wihite alovg tbe way.
Wc will hc pailent white vic may.

Sa many Ilitie fanits we flnd.
NVe sce bhim - for not blind

Ilo ve. We sec them; buttif ye nd 1d
Perbapa rcmrmber thtm soma by and b>',

Tbcy wili net bc
Fanli thon --grave fauts-to yen andnme,
But just odd ways-misfker, or eveu leis-

Remembrances te blets.
Days change so oeaay.things--yez, houri.
WVe ire se dittrently ln ans aud showers.

Mli.aken wolls to.nicht
blay bc se cherithec by to.aierrow's llght.
W'e nray be pstzr, fur we know
Tbere.é sncb a tlde way ta go.

ST'AUDIWG BY TUE CHURCH.-

Nothing is mare clear than bhat those wha art-
bore faiîh(uily te tbe priaciples ard usages that
wore catrsed laino bbc Untaed Presbyterian Cburicb at
ber organization, and fixai bave always entered essen-
tialiy and dlstluctively labo ber c.iactcr, bave a rlght
ta a place unmelested ia ber fold. Tboy bave al the
rights and privîleges cf the Churcb la opposition te
those wbo arc unlawfully maklug taraais upon ber
profession and ber peace. The idea bas beenthcwn
out occasionally that thase wbo are standing hy the
profession mîglit eventually stcede. The daily paper
whicb niait fully pubiisbed thc proccedlngs of the As-
sembly ai Si. Lrais, lntimated that a convention vtas
te be calledl atr Xenla, by tbe frieads cf thc purlty of
warsbip, ta consider the qutýstloa cf se cession, and lit
has boca bloted, bath publicly and privately, that sucs
ua course would bo acceptable ta a great many cf those
who are an theo ailer aide of the question.

Wc may say fer the information of all concerned
that the Idea ci secession là; not cherished by those
wh, are loyal ta tbe princîpies ai the Churcb. Tbey
believu these principles. They are endeavouring Io
adhero ta thema and ta bold tbom. forth te tbe wcrld
as thc truc py4eciples cf the Refermation, sealed hy
the blond cf many martyrcd saints, and whlch tir liges
bave been sncb a blesslng to tbc Cburch and te the
vrorld. Ia thase dark days, descsiiet la satries of
articles on the" "S ruggles for a pure zreligioa in Scot-
land," thc Preshyterlans did mot secede wben those
who vers making lnrc.ds npen bbc great Reformation
princlples abtained, Oie awe idancy. The loyal re-
farniers only 1becaa,3 more .cvlous for their principles
and appcaled tbc more fervently ta God tei sustain
thém. The Preshyteian Cburch cf Scotland with
ber reformed prôfcssiat. embadied ln thec Westminster
standa '- vas thc hÏxiiage whlch t.hey refused te for-
sake. Evea ýwhcn is greaýt body of tho mlnistors
ivere false or Indifférânt, tsc mass cf the peopie stand
theli graund and dtanswcred their laith by dercat-
log the sÎrobg comblýnatton cf human power that
iougbî te avertbror vtheir profession.

Lut us niIir <tn''eso struggles. Itls'
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riotiiing new that isdends oft rutb have te strugglc lu
apparent weakasi agaInst %tbc odds cf bman porter.
If, litre the apostle, lie féel that wheu wc arc weak
then WC aie strong, the resuits will bc as they vitre
ln his experieuce, and ln due time we wilI bc able ta
say ulth hlm : IlThanks be unie God who always
causetb us to triumph la Christ."~ The frieL-ds uf thie
purly af worsbip have a responslbility ln refercace ta
thewehnie trust, spiritual and smaterlal, of the United
Presbyterlaa Cburch which they cannot safely thrcw
off lutte prli cistics-Ai tartInructor.

ONE AIiPJS WVOR IN 1274L IY.

The Am.rfca, A&s<qgrsays : The following en.
couraRlag letter bas beea :ccelved (rom Dr. McDcu-
galle Florcnce :

"The Frec Itallan Church ln Milan la rcmarkable
la many waiys. It la anc cf aur largest churches ln
Italy. The spirît o! libitrality bas beonà wl do-
veoped, for last year $58o wcre raised by the mem-
bers, who arc ail poor wotkingmen. Best ci ail, they
are very sealous and enthusiastic ln sprcading tho
Gospel. Tbcy seize every opportuni:y, and sometimes
ptovake it, for testitying for Jesus. The wolmen get
labo discussions with the Cntholic vomen, and the
men have coatroversîca wlth bigots, lufidels, and care-
less persons amang their fellows, and they succecd
oftentimes ln briuging their antaigoniste ta tho Chrîs-
tu church te &e and bear far tbemsclves.

"oThore fi ane man, bawevitr, la whom you wlll bc
Iabercsted, Who excels ail others ln active and untiring
excitions for the extension cf the Redeemer's king-
dam -is aine ls Colombo. He wax foimeily a
g imc.keeper, but bas long since laid aside bis gun.
Heroisbahobworks foribe Master. Twlce or thrc
times a week te fils his game.bag with tracts, Tes-
tamentv, and Bibles, an i sali.u fout la ail directions
In the neighbourhood ai Milan. He ranges ta a dis-
tance of sevea or elght ailles at tirnes. He is a regu-
la colporteur. He bas a fiac oye for opportunittes,
and turcs theni ta profit la a masterful lashton. When
any religions festival Is being observed, Colomnbo
takes up bis position ia the public sqmire, and as the
people lcave.tbe c-%urch bc Invites thein ta camte and
listea ta hlm as bc rends the Bible aioud. Ver ani-
mated discussions ait times ensur, and a large sale cf
bocks ls the consequence. At other times tbe prlests
stop forward and rouso thc passions of the people
against aur good brother, wbo, judging discretlon ta
bc the botter part of valeur, withdraws ftrin the
scene. Occaslona.ly ho ruas groat riik af a beat-
iug.

.'Colombe 1s now an aid man, but fuil cf faith and
eatnestness. He wisbes ta sec the Word cf God and
Christian liberature la tho bauds cf ail men, and 50 ho
buys these Christian viarcs, andl scatters the gcod
seed la the whole district cf Milan. Many a diîne
ho gives away bis whole stock.

l'You may imagine what a aamberof friends ho bas
madie for the Gospel, and how beartily hoe Is hated by
the clen cal party. No man is better knowa ail round
Milan, and no man is doing a nobler mlssionary
waz k."

BAD) TEMPERS.

The Christian wbom nature gave a chocric tem-
perament often finds his temper a mighty foc ta con-
quer and difficuit te bald la subjoction. Piaro fought
tbis ever-actve enemy in hiraseif hy ister force of
wlll, as when oe day, bis sýervant having given hlm,
offence, ho raised, bis band to strike hlm : IlThou art
angry, Plato 1"i said bis inward volce. Ia an instant
Plato's imperlal wlU assextd lis rigbt of contrbl aiver
bis rising passion and restraiaod his band tram giving
tho tbreatened blow. Seeing brm standing i-r a long
dîne wlth bis atrm uplifted, a frlond askod : " Why do
yen stand thus, Plate?» The ph'ilosopher rcphed:
"I ampunishingan angry man." Tblswaswlseaction
for a beathen, philosopher; but a Christia.n bas, ln bis
faitb, a far more effectuai, weapoa for fighting against
bis temper. Let hlm. but commit bis cbalenc temper.
amont Witt. bis vial nature ta God ta be dleansed at
all Its siul activiles, vithout doubting ihat He wîtl
mako It aU that it aught ta bc, and holi wili surely find
bimself, mot meroly aconq ieor, but l"more than con-
queror"I tbrongb the blond cfJesus and the might of
thtt Comfurtcr. Purlty Is sexenity ; but let no man,
persuadc*hims&nlfibat ho. Sn keep bath a good con.
science and a lad tèznper.-ZfcnRHeraLL


