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THE CONSENSUS.

The consensus which the Presbyterian A'lance are
discussirg s  somewhat different thing from the con.
sensus of Christendom, But it would bs well if our
readers had an arquaintance genurally with what is
meant by the consensus of Christendom and how
much it signifies,

The great principle expounded by Vincentius of
Letlua was, that whatsoever was held by ail Christlans
in all lands and at all times must be the infallible
truth of Gad, the saving Catholic faith, every depar-
tura from which iz soul destroying heresy, His fam-
ous formula has been sounded ever since, and espe-
cislly In the recen* times of the * Catholic revival " in
England, ** Quod semper, guod ubigue, guod abd omni.
bus”

It must be conceded at ouce that there is a certain
value attacbable to the consensus or agreement of all
Christians always and everywanere. A o./tain strength
is balleved to belong to such opinions and interpret=z-
tions ; a certain secutlty is felt in holding such views ;
the mind shaken by doubt and perplexity, confused
and saddened by corflicting sentiments finds a cer-
tain rest and reassurance in acceptirg the positions
of the grand majority or totality of Chtistian men,
Cardinal Newman tells us it was a sirgle sentence of
this gort which detached him from the Church of Eng-
fand and won him overto the Church of Roine; a
gentence of St, Augustine: Y Secursus judicet oréss
Leryarum—the opinion of the whole world is safe
That which so powerfully swayed a powerful intellect
must have force, and that which is fzit by every man
as soon as he hears it to have weight with him de-
serves serlous consideration. It caa never be a com.
fortadle thing to differ in 1elgion from the world-wide
seatiment of catholicity, It must always raise & sus-
picion of error or craze, if not of actual heresy, when
we find ousselves cut ¢! sympathy with the body of
Christ. Oan the other band, when we see wherea man
islanded who gives himself up to Vincent's principle,
when we see its outcome in John Henry Newman, we
pause to thick and venture to scruttmize it. 'We fiad

when we do so that hikeauy other law it is “good if a
man use it lawfully.”

Here are the limitations to the famous principle of
censeusus—linlitations very clearly set forth by Dr.
Charles Hodge.

1. The copsent must be the consent of converted
men, men having the Spirit.  For it is plain that the
whols society called the visible Church may some-
times include vast numbers of unspiritual men, mere
pominal Christians, S mon Magus believed and was
bapt'zed The opinions ~f ten thousand Simons would
not bs surely and certaialy true !

2. The consent must be consent of spiritual men
sbout essential doctrines, and not about mere ecclesi-
astical arrangements. There is a Dwine guaranty
that converted people who have the Spirit will think
much alike on essentials, the nature of God, the per-
son of Chiist, the way of salvation. But there is not
the same certainty that believers will think alike on
the manner of worship or the details of Church gov-
ernment.

3. The consent must be consent upor doctrines
contained in the B b'e, not on things outside of that
canon. All Christians at one time beligved, and be-
lieved everywhere that the sun moved round the earth.
7They were wrong, and the consensus of Christendom
was in error. And when the true doctrine of the
earth’s motion was propounded many resisted and re-
jected it because it contradicled the great Catholic
principle : © Quod semper, guod ubique, guod ab onins.
bus.® The principle must bs suiject to limitations.
The consent must be the consent of all spiritual per-
song about cssential truths and tsuths taught in can.
onical Scriptare, )

With these, which may be called Protestant limita-
tions; the principle is a good one. The Spirit has
been promised to lead Christians into all truth, to
throw' light on all things Chtist bas comimanded.
Where; then, there is any doubt or difficohy it must
bs of immense value to know what the whole body of
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223thful men in every age oi {4 Church wol = aevery

country have hcld and taught, The concensus will,

when ightly balanced and livited, furnish 2 powerful
plea for sny great essentlal pinciple. It confronis

Socianisin, on"one hand, as to the peckon of Christ; it

confronts and refutes Plymouthisim, on the other hand,
as to the way of salvation,

Let our young divines learn the ure of this powerful
principle, a weapon which 3 noce the less powerful
and useful because one or twoclever men have misr sed
it, and misapprehended its ttue scope and value.—
Be fast Witnes.

WHILE WE MAY.

The hands are such dear hands :
They ate so full ; they toen at our demands
Sn often 3 they reach out,
With trifles scarcely thought about,
So many times; they do
So many things for me, for you—
If their fond wills mistake,
We may well bend, not break.

They are such fond, frail l!r:
That epeak to us, Peay, it love strips
Them of dircretjon many times,
Oc if they tp2ak too tlow or quick, such crimes
We may pass by ; for we may sce
Days not {ar off when those small words msy te
Held not as slow, or quick, or out of plsce, but dear,
Because the lips are no more hete,

They ate such dear, familiar feet that go
Along the path with ours—/feet fast or slow,
Aod trying to keep pace—il they mistake
Or tread upon some flower that we would take

Upon our breast, or bruise some reed,

Or crush poor Hope until it bleed,

We may be mute,

Not tumning quickly toimpute

Grave fault; for they and we

have such a little way to go—can be
Togethrr such a little while aloog the way.

We will be patfent while we may.

So many little faults we fiad.
We see thém ; for not blind

Is Love. We scethem; butif yor and I

Perraps remember them some by and by,
They will not be

Faults then —prave faults—to you and me,

But just odd ways—mistaker, or even less—
Remembrances to bless.

Days change so many,things—yes, hourns.

We see so differently in suns and showers,
Mistaken words to-night
May be 50 cherished by to-morrow’s light.
We may be patiznt; for we know
There's such a little way to go.

—Independens.

STANDING BY THE CHURCH,:

Nothing is more clear than that thoss who ad-
here faithfully fo the principles ard usages that
were carried into the Unlted Presbyterian Church at
her organization, and that have always entered essen-
tially and distinctively into het character, bave a right
to a place unmolested in her fold, They kave all the
rights and privileges of the Church in opposition to
those who are unlawfully making inroads upon her
profession and her peace. Theidea has been thyown
out occasionally that those who are standing by the
profession might eventually secede. The daily paper
which most fully published the proceedings of the As-
sembly at St. Louls, intimated that a coavention was
to be called at Xenia, by the friends of the purity of
vrorship, to consider the question of secession, and it
has been hinted, both publicly and privately, that such
a course would be acczptable toa great many of those
who are on the other side of the question. '

‘We may say for the information of all concerned
that the idea of secession is not cherished by those
wh. are loyal to the principles of the Church, They
believu these principles. They are endeavouring to
adhero to them and to hold them forth to the world
as the truc nriociples of the Refermation, sealed by
the blood of many martyred saints, and which f3r ages
have been such a blessing to the Church and to the
world. 1o those dark days, describedin our series of
articles on the * Struggles for a purezeligion in Scot-
land,” the Presbyterians did not secede when those
who were making inrcads npon the great Reformation
principles obtained (e asc ydancy. Tbe loyal re-
formers only hiecam more se~lous for their principles
and appealed the more fervently to Ged to sustain
them, The Presbyterian Church of Scotland with
her reformed professior embodied in the Westminster
standa ‘v was the heritage which they refused to for-
sake. Even when ths great body of the ministers
" were false or indifferent, the mass of the peopls stood

_theif ground and God answered thelr faith by defeat-

‘{ng the strodg combipation of human power that

. sought o ovérthrow their profession.
" Letus learn a lesson fror “hess struggles, Itis:

oothlog new that srends of truth have to struggle in

-} apparent weakness apalnst the odds of human power.

1f, hiko the apostle, wo feel that whea we are weak
then we are strong, the results will be as they were
in his experience, and in duetime we will be able to
say with him: “Thanks be unto God who always
causeth us to triamph in Christ” ‘The frierds of the
purity of worship have a responsibility in reference to
the whole trust, spiritual and materlal, of the Uaited
Presbyterian Church which they cannot safely throw
off inthe present circumstances.—Chrisftas Instructor,

ONE MAN'S WORK IN ITALY.

The Amuerican Myssenger says : The followlog ene
couraging letter has been received from Dr, McDou-
gall, Florence :

“ The Fres Itallan Church in Milan is remarkable
in many ways. It Is oae of our largest churches in
Italy. Tho spltlt of liberality has been well des
veloped, for last year $580 were raised by the mem-
bers, who are all poor workingmen. Best of all, they
are very zealous and enthusiastic in spreading the
Gospel. They seize every opportunity, and sometimes
provoke it, for testifylog for Jesus. The wemen get
Into discussions with the Catholic women, and the
men hzve controversizs with bigots, infidels, and care-
less persons among thelr fellows, and they succeed
oftentimes in bringing their antagonists to the Chns-
tian church to see and hear for themselves,

 There is one man, however, in whom you will be
interested, who excels all others in activeand untiring
exertions for the extension of the Redeemer’s king-
dom. His name is Colombo. HHe was formerly o
gume-keeper, but bas long since laid aside his gun,
Here is how he ‘works for the Master. Twiceor three
times a week he fills his game.bag with tracts, Tes-
taments, and Bibles, ard salliss forth in all directions
in the neighbourhood of Milan, He ranges to a dis-
tance of seven or cight miiles at times. He is a regu-
lar colporteur. He has a fine eye for opportunites,
and turns them tc profit in a masterful fashion. When
any religious festival is being obszrved, Colombo
takes up his position in the public square, and as the
people leave the church be invites them to come and
listen to him as he reads the Bible aloud, Very ani-
mated discussions at times ensue, and a large sale of
books is the consequence. At other times the priests
step forward and rouse the passions of the people
against our good brother, who, judging discretion to
be the better part of valour, withdraws from the
scene., Occasionally he runs great risk of a beat-
ing.

* Colombo is now an old man, but full of faith and
2arnestness, He wishes to see the Word of God and
Christian literature in the hands of all men,and sohe
buys these Christian warcs, and scatters the good
seed in the whole district of Milan. Many a time
he gives away his whole stock.

¢ You may imagine what a numberof friends he bas
made for the Gospel, and how heartily he is hated by
the clerical party, No man is better known all round
Milan, and no man is doing a nobler missionary
wortk.”

BAD TEMPERS.

‘The Christian whom nature gave a choleric tem-
perament often finds his temper 2 mighty foe to con-
quer and difficult to hold in subjection. Piaro fought
this ever-active enemy in himseif by sheer force of
will, as when cne day, his sezvant baving given him
offence, he raised his hand to stuke him : * Thou art
angry, Plato!” said his inward volce, In an instant
Plato’s imperial will asserted its right of contrbl over
his rising passion ar.d restrained his hand trom giving
the threatened blow. Seeing hum stasding fcr a long
time with his arm vplifted, 2 friend asked : “Why do
you stand thus, Plaro?” The philosophber rcplied :
“1 am punishiog an angry man,” Thiswas wiseaction
for 2 heathen philosopher ; but a Christian has, in his
faith, a far more effectual weapon for fighting against
his temper. Let him but commit his cholenc temper-
ameat with his whole nature to God to be cleansed ot
all its sinful activities, without doubting that He wiil
make it all that it ought to be, and he will surely find
himself, not merely a conqaeror, but “more than con-

. queror ™ through the blood of Jesus and the might of

the Comfurter, Purltyis serenity; but let no man.

" persuade himself that he.can keep both 2 geod con.
. sclence and a bad temper.—Zioxn’s Herald, .



