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ON another page readers viii find the first of a
stries of papiers on the Presbyterian Pulpit. These
sketches, from the porn of an expericnccd correspon-
dent, are intenided to appear at stated intervals, and
it is hoped vill prove interesting.

AnKENTION is directed te a letter by Rev. R.
WVallace, in which be pleads carnestly for imnmediate
help for a suffcringtnâinister. Though the gentleman,
cen whose behalf the plea is urge-., laboured in a
heathen field, that is no reason why ;-e 3hould starve in
a Christiaa land.

THE PRESnVTERIAN Las nothing to do with party
politics We xnay, Lewever, state a principle for the
guidance of good mien cf ail parties It is this.
Vote asyoupray. A Christian citizen is under the

samne obligations te vote conscientiously as te dis
charge any ether duty conscientiously. The man
who declares that religion should have nothing te do
with politics is an enemy te the commonwealth.
Religion Las everytA-ing te do with the security tend
presperity of the body politic. If religion and politics
are divorced, then su much the verse for the people
that have divorced them. If pol.tical life is dirty se
much the more need for ait cean men te, take a Land
in the government cf the country, at least te the
extent cf voting. We have ne hesitation in Çtly!ng te
every Christian elector. Go te the poils on Tuesday
and VoTE As You PRAY.

THE. questions sent down by the Assembly's Cern-
mitte on the state cf religion this year are in many
respects admirable. It gees without saying that spirit
ual resuits cannot Le expressed in figures. Counting
converts is always .iangercus work. The man who
tells yeu at the close cf any kind et service, p __lo
otherwise, tbat just se many were convertedl by that
very act, proves that Lie is net te be trusted. The only
reliable evidence cf regenteration is a Christian lifte.
Time must tell whether any given mani is ccnverted
or net. By their fruits ye shall know there. But
though spintual results cannet Le expressed in figures,
or the Pxact spirhual state of any congregation Lie put
on paper, stili, a great deal ef good may Le done Ly
answering questions on the state cf religion, and by
having the answers read te the cengregatiens. The
session that trames the answers are breught te a
position in which .must think, and tàsink soli-
ously, on the spiritual conditien cf their congregations.
Then it is a great thing to have some cf our people
reminded by the General A-sembly that ru, ning
ecclesiastical machintry is net thr maie thini, te Le
aimed at by a cengregatien. We are ail tcp apt to
suppose that if a church îs well attended, and tht
cengregation is growing ie numbers and stands weil
financially, that congregational prosperiti bas been
attalned. That dots flot by any ineans follow. There
may ho iecreasing numbers and money, with the min-
imum cf spiritual Illfe.

IT is gratlfying te sec tht atnount of interest that
tit local press takes in our CLurch vcrk, Inductions,
congregational meetings, anniversary mcetings church
cpenings, soirees-in tact, ssII tneitiigs ccnnected
vith our congtegations are reporttd in rnost cf aur

eschanges at quite sufficlent lengtb. Occaslonally
vo ste attempts at tht Amnerican free.and.easy style,
vhich may easiiy Lt overdont. Here, for example,
is tht vay in vhlch a western city journal describes
tht Moderator of the General Assembly as hie appeared
at a tlc church cpenirg:

IDr. Cochisne Il a smail mian, 1 hysicaily speaklng, in
coniparton vrlîL the avernsge ot manhaîrd, but ei lntelleciua-
pover and neyvaus vigour he il a giant. lie resemble,
tahcen aliogether, at bar ot cagt steel, nianuftactuied out ot a
litge niai of ig lioen, w1hich bil been melted and skitId
untîl ail tht dtou. anti %lig hall in-en taen eut. ani ruothlng
let but what il usefuI for the manufacture cf tht iceenest
edge tecks. IJolike steel, tht L)nctor à.% net charged îsàîh
carbon--the action. action, action, w hgch l)emosthencs
declareil was tht first principle ln the constitution ci un
ouator, tallts il% place."
Withcut saying anything about tht figure le which the
Moderator is ccmpared te a bar et cast steel vith al
the Il dross and slag " takion out, we consider it a good
sign that tht press gives increaslog prominence te
Church work. SucL promninence shows that there are
fev journals under the influence cf disreputablt char-
acters, and aise shows that Christian congregations
art Lecoîning inote clearly recognized as a powerful
factor le tht community. No live editor vould pive
tvo cr three cciumns te a matter that Lie did net cen-
sider cf importance ta mnany cf Lis readers. It
always gives us pleasure te sec gcod reports et aur
Church meetings in local journals. Tht devii Las ne
more right te newspaper space than Lie Las ta ail tht
good music. _________

MANY of our readers can remember when Prtsby-
tenans comîng among us frora tht other sîde cf the
lîne used te say that we vert narrcv, straitlaced,
Lîgcted anci terribly Lehind tht times. WVe Ladl on
ergans, ne Lymns, ve vert net progressive, and had
none et tht "modem imprevemeets." American
Presbyterians did net teed at home among us, and in
a number cf places bult churches for themselves. We
are getting bravely over cur -1fegytsm » if that dots us
any good. Our advanced Americae cousins can Le
]ust as narrcw as any people on earth, if their notions
cf deinocratic equality are slightly[touched. A short
time ago Dr. Marquis, et bt. Louis, appeared in Lis
pulpit in a gowe-ne very sertous offence, certainly.
A number et Lis people raîsed such a storre that Le laid
it aside. Ail Lonour ta the dc-ctor for lis action; L ut
what cf the boasted liberality cf tht American cîxîzens
vho could net stand tht sîght of a gove. WLy mny
et the most straîxlaced Presbyterians in Scotland,
lreland and Canada rallier lîke tht geve. Tht Il -
terioc says:

IlWhether with or without gond reason, the gewn is le-
garded hy many ut uur peuple a. a symbol fuit ut meaning -
and t mear.iig. which .sas ufTens.ve as pus'.l>le tu. Pres
bytetians, is that the minisier is a piest. This inv'ulves
Sactamentism and sacerdotalism. and gees te the extent et a
denial of the completeness ot the atenement."

Tht pecopIe vho regard tht vearing cf a pulpît gewn
as a dental et the completeness et tht atentement, must
have rzooms ta let in theie upper stery. A large pro-
portion et tht Presbyterian ministers in Scetland and
Ireland wear goves, and they are quite as erîhodox
on the atonenent as their Lrethren in tht United
àlates. Thc Genevan reformers were gowns, and they
were as orthudox as aur friend tht IlInterionY John
Knox voe a geve, and John Knox is greatly needed
te Chicago just eow. That peculiar imaglnary th.ng
calledl Ildemccratic simplicity " Las more te do with
gown rebellions than the atontement.

DL4 TH 0F HON. _70 lN MeMURRICH.

T HE Hon. John McMurrich died on tht aftcrnoon
cf Tuesday veeli. Fer months the event vas

looked for as inevitable. A iong and tedieus illness
prepared relations and friends for the close cf a
wtll-spent lite. WVith uevavtring patience and resig.
nation Le avaited Lis final Leur. During Lis illeess
Lie enjoyed a happy and peaceful .*rs' afinmmd. 7 rust-
îng in tht Divine promeises, Lie died . devout behever
in Christ. A consistent lite vas crovned le a happy
death, haviusg tht well.giounded hope cf a biessed
immortality.

Mr. McMurrich vias boire a-. Knock Farm, in tht
neighbourhood cf Paisley, Scotland, le 1804, and his
early years vert spent at Old KiIpat:! k, on tht ecrth

bank cf the Clyde. Hîs business lite hegan ln the
service cf the wtt! known Glasgow fitm cf Pisyfair,
liryce & Co. That firm having' rtsolved on forming
Canadian branches, enttusted young Mr. 11cMurrdch
with the task et estabiishing an extensive business le
this country. After varicus ende.svours ha finally
establisbed himself ln Toronto ie 1837, since whlcb
dine ho bas temained the principal partner le the
oldest dry-goods firm in the city, that cf Blryc.?,
McMurulch & Co. His business carter Las been
charactcrized throughout by integrity and uprightriess,
atfurding an example that youngcr nien would do weil
te emulate. Ilis b -siness interests vert exttnsi,,e.
WVhen the Dominion Tdeigraph Company was fotrmed
he vas elected its firat president. He w as alse con.
nected with varicus railway companies sltnd financial
institutions.

Like a good citizen, Mr. Mc'Murrich teck at ce
tie an active part in public afTairs. Ht serveci one
ytar in the clvic council, retirlng nt tht ed cf tht
terre without ofler'ng for re-election. Ht teck an
active and prominent part in tht wotk cf education,
holding office in tht School Buard aimost continujusly
up till 1870, having filled the office cf chairman four
terms during Lis connection with tht educational
interests cf tht city. Prier te Confederation, when
Senate representation vas elective, le 1862 Mr. Mà%C.
Murrich was the successful c-ndidate for Saugeco, cf
which constituency Lie was tht representative for tva
years At the general election et 1867 Lie titas elected
member for North York, in tht Ontario Legislature
Whtn the first Provincial Parliament was dissolvtd
bt prestnttd bimseif for re-election, but was defeated
by five votes After this Le declined te compote for
parliamentary Lonours.

Tht interest Lie teck ln religiou! work "a tht deep.
est, as it vas tht most sîistained of al Lis endeavours.
His Christian activity ctased oely whtn tht shadows
gathered arcund him. Ht vas oneto tht active found.
ers cf Knox Church congregation ln 1844, and frram
that time te Lis death Lis love for and devetion te the
weifare cf that congregation suffered ne decline. Mr.
McMurrich was ordained te the ldership ln 185 1, and
continutd faithful le tht discharge cf its ditits as long
as lie was able. Ht vas frein tht first a zealous
worker in tht Sabbath scheol, willing te advance tht
efficiency cf that institution bit tvery means le his
power. Ht teck an active pant in tht formation cf
the WVest Church congregation, and remaieed its
warre supporter le tht days before it reached its
preseet vigorous growth. Ht was frequently appointed
representative eider cf Knox Church congregatien,
,knd frem Lis business experitoce, Lis natural
sag zity, and genial tereperament, vas a valued court.
seller in tht varlous courts cf tht ChurcL. Ht teck a
lively interest and an active part in tht union cf tht
varieus branches cf the Presbyterian f.ttnily in Canada,
tht last of them culmieating happily le 1875 While
Mr. McMurrich vas devotedly attachedl ta Lis ave
denomînatien, Lie vas ne sectarian bigot. He loved
ail whe leved tht commen Savicur, and dtlighted te
ce operate in good deeds with alI who sought te ad-
vance tht vell-being cf tht people, and tht alleviation
et distress. Quiet and unobtrusive le reanner, Le
gained tht love and esteera cf an ever-widening circle
of friends. Tht deep teeling cf respect ini which Le
vas beldi %vas ;estified by the large and s)mspathetic
assemblage that attended tht funeral services ce
Tbursday last. There vas ne display of tawcdry
funereal o.'entation ; but tht entire arrangements
vert quiet and becoming, as befitd tht life and
characteroetthe dcceased. There vas nefuneralecm.
tien even, rendering tht impressive simplicity cf tht
Presbytrian service tht mort conspicuous by its
absence. Devant men carried hlm te Lis burial. In
Lis dc(ath Tarante Las lest one cf her pieneer Christian
nierchants, and hoeonrcd citize. , and ber charitable
institutît is a wsarm and sincere fritnd. Tht nome cf
John McMurrich vill Le long and lovingly remeai
bered.__ _ _ _

THE BRADLA UGJI A.FAIR ONCE MfORE.

TrHE position occupied by Robert Ingersoil in
iAmerica is similar te that held by Mr. Bradlaugh

in England. There is, however, this slight difference.
tht fermer, an able lavyer, lives by Lis profession,
though lie largely augments Lis income by infidel
lectures; whiie the latter makes Lis lis'thihood alto-
gether by Lis spoken and published attacks on Chris
tianity. Naturally enough a strcng prejudice vas
entertained &îu7inst Lire, aed when Lc became a ca-
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