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and horsc to rese a cartful of f4em stufl for market, and that the same
man and hois¢ iose 4 day standing i e ma hetto sed it L 1y guite
clear that the pubic mustpoy two dass wages or the wan and Loise:
whereas, if 11 were hrought o the mornang to a hucksier, tie 1armer
or his man might be hac kit hrcantist, omy lesing a quaiter of a day 3
and the huckster, having no noose o feedy and having  gr at vty
of wares upant which 10 attend, would uo the Caduung pant o the
business much more cheaply.  And tere 1s cettaiinly 1o wo.e teason
to doubt th t the ordinuy aw of competition wild opriate in the reduc-
tion of pofits 1o a batesy Diving rawe, i the case o8 huckstersy than
in any other business,

With rega d 10 economy, then, we firmly believe the law agamst
forestalling to ve injitious to all the pa t s concerned. 1t puovents
the faimer und his horse irom waking the most ot their time 5 it pre-
vents the increase in numbers and pros; erity of a wourthy and imporiant
class of citizens, namely, huckisters, potiter iy, green glocess, eic. ;
and it makes the public actua ly pay dearer oo supplics than they
would do, were the va wal wivisin ol | bow permtte d

But the case does not rest here. By for the woostuupaitant ehjection
remains behind,  The law s eminently immoial a us tendency and
results.  The furmer who stands nthing away a day in the mukut,
surrounded by dram sheps, and continnatly mecting <ame 0.d acquaunt-
ance, 1s under poculiar temprations to d vk 5 and how often does he
go home, not only bereft ot a consiierable portion of Bis dearly eamnet
market money, but ot a cousideravle p.itioa of lus senses and character
also! Aod when he arrives n such a state, 1t indeed he does arnve
safely, what sn influence must lus condition have upon lus family !
Neithet is the case mended it the farmer send his bired man or hus son
in his stead; eithier or boh are hable, nay, almost cettain, to be
debauched. And we are fully persuaded that it is to this most unjust

and iniquitous law, that a great deal of the drunkenness which, to a |

sac extent, chaiactetises our agnicultural population, is atbibutable.
We might say much more abont the inutihity of the law, and show
that the chiet towns of Scotland get on persectty well without 1, or
indeed withont market places at all, theie ey a butche:'s shop in
almost every street, with, geaerally spraking, the green socer tor a
near neighbour: so that nstead of the buicher of tie St. Automne

Suhuibs, torinstance, and liscustomers, also pethaps of the same suburbs, |

having 1o travel half a mile each before the cue can obtain a leg of
mutton frum the other, they may do it on the spot.  We might, we

say, show th=se thins. bury as they would not be istened to, we may |

as well save the time e2nd «pace.

1tis not, of course, our olijct to recommend that farmexs should be
compelled to selt their stuft 10 hucksteis.  As many as chose should
have every opoottunity and convenience for ~e'ling it themselves. Al
that we contend tor is, thot they snould not te pevented from sell-
ing to hucksters it thew ond it to therr advantage 3 and that hucksters
shourld not be prevented from buying where, when, ard how they may
sze hl.

WONDERS OF T'HE ANCIENT DEEP.
From Ansted’s «Ancient World, or Picturesque Skelches of Creation.”

THE MEGALICHTINS,

The megalichthys [tiom two Greek words, signifying areat
fish,] “vas an ammal of large size, and seems alsv to have been
of great strength. Its head was 'arge, and the gupe of the jaws
enormous ; the jaws themselves powerfud, and provided with a
range of most formidable teeth, of which some of enormous
size projected tir heyond the rest, as is the case with the
crocodife. The dimensions to which the animal must have
attained may be imagined when it is known that these teeth
have heen found measuring tour inches in length, and nearly
two inches broud ut the base, a size rarely ¥ ever metl with
even in the largest reptiles. The body, covered with scales of
correspanding magnitude (sometimes five inches in diameter,)
was well shaped for swinming, being formed upon a robust
bony skoleton, and provided with an extremely large and power,
ful tail, enabling it to advance with extreme rapidity. It must
have been eminently carnivorous, and capable of pursuing and
taking almost any living creature among its contemporanies.

THE PLESIOSAURLUS.

Imagine one of these moustrouas animals, a plestosaurus,
some sixteen or twenty feet fong, with a small wedge-shaped
cracodilian head, a long arched scrpent.like neck, a short com-
pact body, provided with four iarge and powerful puddies, almost
developed into hands; an animal not covered with brilliant
scales, but with a black slimy skin.
this crearure slowly emerging o the maddy banks, and halt’
walking, half creeping aloug, making s way towards the
nearest water,  Arnived at the water, we can understand fiom
its structure tha' it was likely to exhibit greater energy. Un.
like the crocadile tribe, however, in all its proportions, it must
have heen equally dissimilar i hahit. Perhaps, instead cf

Imagine, for a moment,
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concealing itself in mud or among rushes, it would swim at oneo
boldly and directly to the attack.  Its enormons neck strotched
out to its full length, and its tail acting as u rudder, the powerful
and frequent strokes ol its tour farge puddles would atonce give
stan tmpalse, sendmg b through the water at a very rapid rate,
When within reach ot its prey, wo may almost fancy that we
see 1t drawing back its long neck us it depressed s body in the
water, until the stremsth ot the museular apparatus with which
this neck was provided, and the great additional impetus givon
by the rapid advance of the animal, would combine to preduce
a ~troke trom the pointed bead which few living animals could
resist. “P'he fishes, including perhaps even the sharks, the
larger cittle-fish, and innumerable inhabitants of the sea, would
fatl an casy prey to this monster.

The most striking and manifest peculiavity in the plesiosaurus
conslsts in the enormons length of the neck, whichy in some
speetes, not only exceeds in ahsolute dimensions, but also in its
proportion to the size of the animal, that of the longest-necked
quadiuped or birde But the perfeet mobility of this neck, of
which we may form an idea ‘.\' the number of joints it possesses,
was no less remarkalle, The girafle, the longest-necked
quadruped we are acquuinted with, lias only seven vertebre of
the neck, not difiering in this respecet from the other mammals ;
the swan, the longest-necked bird, has twenty.three ; but the
plesiosaurus is known, from some admirably preserved speci.
mens, to kave had upwards of thirty, and perhaps as many as
forty. In its proportions, the neck in one spccies mensures
Hour times the length of the head, und actually exceeds the eon-
-tire length of the body and tail. It was apparently thick and
muscular near the hody, but graduxlly became sleader towards
the head, which was small, and sometimes singularly dispro.
portioned in size to the other parts of the animal,

The plesiosaurus was highly carnivorous in its habits, and
no doubt fed indiscr'minately on whatever camo within reach,
“whether Ining or dead.  Its powers of luce notion in the water
i Were great, and its steength must have been fonmidable ; but je
| had an enemy in the ichthyosaurus, from which there was pro-

bubly little chance of escape.  We have good reason to suppose
rthat it conld move about on shore, and it probably did eo with
tereater tacility than the seal or walrus; but it is not likely that
lit resorted frequently to the land, since the sea appears to have
been its more congenial habitat.

THE JCHTHRYOSAURUS,

The animal just mentioned as the fierce and powerful enemy
of the plesiosaurus, which was itself a voracious reptile attan.
ing a leugth of from ten to thirty feet, belongs unquestionably
!to a most remurkable and anomalous genus, bul departed, per.
ihups, much less considerably than the other from the present
rexternal form of marine animals. With the cxception of a
| Iarger head, and paddles somewhat more developed, it was not
very unlike the porpoise in its appearance, but it was a truo
reptile, adapted for constant residence in the sea, and in that
respect claims comparison as heing the ancient analogue and
representative of the great existing tribe of marine mammalia,
of which the whale is perhaps the best known type. * * *

But now let us see what goes on in the deeper abysses of
the ocean, where a fiee space is given for the operations of that
tiercely curnivorous marine reptile, the ichthyosaurus,  Prowl.
ing about at a great depth, where the reptilian structure of its
luugs and the hony apparatus of the ribs would allow it to re~
main for & long time without coming to the air to breathe, we
may fancy we see this strange animal, with its enormous eyes
tdirected upwards, and glaning like glebes of fire ; its length is
| some thirty or forty feet, its head being s'x or eight feet long ;

and it has paddles and a tail Jike a shark ; its whole energies

jare fixed on what is going on ahove, where the plesiosaurus or
. some miant shark is seen devouring its prey.  Suddenly, striking
1 with its short but compact paddles, and obtaining & powerful
} impetus by flapping its large tail, the mouster darts through the
Jwater at @ rate which the eye can scarcely follow towards the
surface.  ‘The vast jaws, lined with formidable rows of teeth,
soon open wide to their full extent : the chject of attack is ap.
I proached—is overtuken,  With a motion quicker than thought
the jaws are smapped together, and the work is done. The
monster hecoming gorged, floats languidly near the surface,
with a portion of the top of its head and its nostrils visible, like
an island covered with black mud, above the water.




