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AN OLD-FASHIONED WINTER -i890-9 1,

1 bave always hiac my omi private stispicions as tu the goud
old daye so loudiy vatnntedl by my eideriy friends and relations.
Suspicions due pnrtly perhaps ta the sceptical tcndcacics of the age,
but partly foundcd on tany own oiUservation and experience. H-ave
you ever livcd for instance iII an old house? I bave spent somec
wvccks in one bot in stimuler and ia %vinter, îad 1 fail tu sec vlicire
it makes ils points ini comparison wvith ane of my owni tige ", witli
every modern appliance." There are long ghostly corridors down
which the wvind1' sotighs" wiîh a blocxi curdlimg r-usie in the long
wintry ovenitigs essorillons bedroorns the corners of' wiîicl aie
ma-skcd in horriilo! the ceiliiias tire lotv, su Io%' titat iny best
beaver nevcr survives the fijst week ; the wvindows rattUe and the
i'lv strings Rlap across the parles- raltogeYtlter its a fie situation fur
an unnsy spirit or a di8appoisaed humis wvho wants ta litg-Iis
iniscry, but for inysif 1 find it too exciting, 1 alvvays tioughit
coaches Waotiild suit mny constittitional indolence and love of the
picturesque better thnn railvnv cars, «ani 1 radier prided niyseif ont
beingr a foilowver of Ruskin's thouglits in this respects, unitil one day
1 camne acro2s an aid fellow bent ncariy double, and ivas told that
for 50 years lie liait aever seen the -.ky since ane fatal eveningr lie
had traveiied on the toi) of one of iliose oid coaches in the main
leaning aginsit a baie of' hay sodden snd zoaked like liiself'. Tlîink
inoreover of the tvo pronged steel forks, that %viIlow pattera that
hatintcd rny childlinod's dreains. and diose primnitivc and barbarous
notions ae to tic proper furiction of the bird, ishs But E didnat
ilnein to %vrite of these tlîiiîgs. but of the miod old-fâshioned %vinter
in former vears in mny ignorance and îrusifulnes;s I sighled for sucli

awîater with tlioughits of toboganingsi, skating., curling, sleighing,
bait I little knew for %vhat I sig«hed :for the Gods have sent us
this year a specimien of thiat saine old-n-'ashionced winter, and so 1
]lave become n pagan for evermnore. I have thrce chief coînplaints
to miake, and these minor ones, agax ast tliis spirit of the departed
years, tixere is too muchi sniow, tîxere is tao îlueh wind, and there
is tao imuci fog:- aîiyone of tliese is bad enotngh, but together t.hey
formn a vcry tri nity of wae.

1 hind alvvays understood that our hardy forefathers buttoned ni)
ilieir coats and strode out ia keen enjoyment of the frosty ntr, weJJ
I tricd it and pretended to învseil that 1 likced it, but iny guileiezs
nature is tinwuited ta lîvp)ocrisy and so a thick fol- catine on and 1
fouad mayseif on a common inany miles acrass, and. ten tiles or so
front haine, tlîat wvus my first experience, and I uscd np mns of
iny accum-ulated stock of badl Jîaguage in tryim, to find a %vav out.
Tlien I remenibered tuit in titose bad aid days îhecy used ta get Up
skating aad ýslei-hing puarties, and have no and of fuîn pic-icingy in
ilnid* wititer. WVell, 1 deluded somec fricnde into joining with ime
la titis second experiaîcat, (tlîcy cousi nie their friend no longer),
and %ve drove ont in vvaelgonettes to a laîrge pond :and a bitter
east %vind witz-ed up ta sc us etart and insistcd on ritcing us ail
aioag the road and %von, lîands down, every iime. Never mind,
saidi I, wc shall soon -et vvarin skating : Ra.-h vanth, I lltile kaew
wvhat fate lind stillinl store for us. That pond lîad thanwed a liiuie
the nigél-t before an(] the beasts of the field huid valked over iA in
e% cry direction snd tlieir fuutprimîts haul rcaîained in tlhe ice, and uoh
we did eajoy skating over tlicim. My friends eoon abandoned the
atcrnpt and got warmn by plaving Aunt Snll wvith saiowbalis. I
chid noaL -et warm for :lîcy weme kiîîd enoughi ta pretend tliat 1 n'as
thieir sinted relative la question. Fur tliree vweeks since <lien wve
hàte ut ceen the -un ; fig andI mon', saaw% anîd f'og and the twftul

prospect of the thian' ta conte. trade stopled, amunsemnts ipsi
bic, doctars allone clicerful, population decrea-ting, temîpers spoitt
-oit I is there nuo <leaand la yonm cotintry for a good olId-faqlhioti(-l
Englisii wxinter, nu reasumiable oIl'er rertised ! von inny have it foi
tiotiig- if yotu'll, oniy carL it away 1 G. B. G.

Th'le first Drawi,î Rouss of (lie sea8on wvill lic lield by the,
Quecn ia person ont %Welncsdity, Slarcît 4. This wvill re.illy lit.
the ii.ost imiportant of ail tlie Dmaiig Roanis wvhicl wiil bc hlil.
duriag the yetir, for ati hei Qucen wvili go throughi tîte cereînloilv
uf forinally recpiving, tiie represcatatives of tgie Powers. In con,,.-
quence ail the lendinir diploinatists, thecir respective staff,, and tlite
ladies bclaaging ta tlic various ciiiassie8 and legations, li attenîd
in order ta mike their bon' ta the Qucen. On titis otc:sion, înoa'e
over, the rcprescnatives of encs nation %vil] preserit any additio-i,
tu, titeir çtjiff or any didgihdcompatriots of theirs tyho j>jjj.

hanppen tu bc visiting London in the spring.

The regulations for a Drawviag Roon are dranî ni> every ye:îr
by the Qucen lierseif, and nay bc obtained nt the Lord Ciarnilwtr-
lain's Offie iii the Stable Yard of St. Jaua.es' Palace. 'L'Iey rois.
tain niost precise dirctions withi regard ta style of the dress (%viîii il
inmst be decoil etc aftem the fashion uof full bil dress), thc length of
the train ( whlich must not Uc under a certain limiit, tlîoîîgh it iimv
Uc as inucit over as the wvearer picissed), tîte uitber and mode of'
%venring the feathers in' the lmir, and other details, wvhich muti b1.
observed preciseiv Uv ahl %vho attend the Dran'ing Room, un1e,ý,
tiîey vvish ta run the risk of being, pereni'ptorily requîestcd to witlî.
dIrav.

'te Dran'ing 11. oiii its really al survival or modern developmseî
of the aid custoîn of the Sovereign ta dinse iii publie, and ta ail.,î
aIl pral)erly quaiified persoils hiaving suflicient quarterings or pawver.
fui protection to camte anti go about the palace nt tîmeir pîcastire
dtiring thc dinner. These privilegcd people could also attend the
rayai receptian %vhtich waîs held Inter on ia tlic evcuiag, and( couid
gfambie at le.jei dit roi, wvhich n'as literally a public gamiing-tabie,
kepit for tlie king by saine great nobleian wvlo wvas honored witlî
the kin Cg's confidence. In the reign of Chtarles 11. tlic procecdiîigs
at Court werc sa Io%' that thcy becamne a public scandai.

There w-as nt) very arrketd chaitge, however, eseept iii ulucot ail,
until tUe ruigan of Geoi ,e MI., whun the lCin-'ý, evenin-gs m -r,
at.tenuated to a receptious, <o wvUicl the Court were adinitted, nîlilet
the Royal Fainily anused thîemselve.s by playing cards. Tli,'e
receptions gradually dimtinisieil la tîninimler, and w"eme, at te 'iii

of the reiga r, tranisferrî'd toteiorig practice whiclî wa,
confimnied by Georg(,e.I V., and during the present reign~ lias ilevel.
oped into, the Drawimr Ruons. Since te death of Prince AI'r
mîtoreover, tUe Queeîî lia alintost coinplcteiy retired front îIici
life, and. iii coasequenee, soute for or five annual Dmawing - 'u
have taken the place of tie mtore fiequent. and ie.ss formai futur-
Lions of tUe carliur part of te reiga, and te resuit inay be eviit
in tUe ovcrgrovvn dimiensions of Lte crowd wvhich sw'arnt tu, tUet
placne on cach of theýe occasions.
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