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MAR SABA.

DY TREFOIL.

JIoî glad ive ail ivere that ive liîd no ladies in aur
party as wc ncarci thc grini aid towcer by the Kidran
gorge that marks the entrance to Mar Saba; for liad thera
becin any wce must havc carnpcd outside thc gate, and that
would have diminishced vcry grcatly tlic picasure of thc
visit. 1 fancy tlhat thc monks %vouid ràther adMit a tribe
of Mohammedans than a party of lady touriets.

It %vas the evcning of a busy day. Wc Iiad travellcd
an horscback from Jerusalem ta Becthlehem ini thc morn-
in-; and from there had made our %vay slowly and
wearily down througlî the Plain of the Shicpherds, sa
green and brilliant iviti floivcrs, throughi ti. Field of
i3oaz îvlîec a blue-robed Syrian girl îvould have donc
quitc wcil for a Ruth had therc bccn art enough or encrgy
enaugli amongst us ta malke a sketch ;-down by a rougi
bridle path, nowv arnongst sand-iîills, now demin a rugged
ravine, noiv alang thc cdge of ant alarming precipice, doivn,
stili dawnivard (how lîigh Jerusalem must bc!1), the
country growing Wvilder, more and more. barren as Ive
ncarcd the Dead Sea region. It is indeed the '%vilderncss
af Judea.' There is littie lufe to bc scen in the vallcys and
îvhat there is scems to, nialze the desolation more deep,-
now and thien a shepherdi playing tunclzssly upon a recd
while his minglcd shiep and goats broîvse iii a fcrtle: spot
bctwcen Uhc rocks, noiv and then a vaîîdering I3cdouiin,
now and then a herd af camais. It ivas a tiring ride anct
right glaJ ive ail ivere when, ater a stretch of more level1
country, aur dragornan dismountcd ta knock at the door of
the aid Greck Manastery. Ife liad ta knack several tines
and loudly before tLe porter took the least notice, but at
last the gates apencd and ive entarcd. Up ta this flanc
ai us could have liad any clcar idea as ta whicre the
Monastezy ivas. Nothinîg is to bc scen from the outside
but a toiver and a Wall alang the edgc of thc valcy, and
whcn the gatcen o~fl ne almost axpects ta sec nothing
but the great chasmn. Once througli thc gate a strange
siglit broke upan us, for, on ail siaes of us stretclîed tile
buildings af the Monastery built upon a hiundrcd ledgcs
ai rock in a hutidred different îvays. It lookcd quite likc
an ordinary ivalled convent that liad been puslicd over
the cdgc: and liad stuck .on ail the projections. And nowv
ive Must go down again ; ddlwn> doiwn fliglits of stcps,
untit ive found ou% ,cives i a square in front af thc church.
"At thc bottom at iast" anc thinks as lie looks up at ail thc
overhanging buildings, yawning caves and bits of garden
on thc rock-shedves. But lie is flot at tic bottom ail tic
same, nlot nearly -at the bottom; as lie Nvili sec whcn lie
goos out bchind thc Cliurcli. Thc Clîurch inside %vas like
dvcry other anc bclanging ta thc Eastcrns but thc paint-
ingsý upon thc icozosfasis laoked aider titan thosc ive saw
in Grectç - andi .Egpt:, though like tiîcm, thcy appeared*

mnnre cvotianal tlian artistic, thc revcrse ai thc picturcs
-in ltaly. Sortie people finci S. Nicholas' Cliapai, acrass
the court, moare intercsting, ffor there iii a cave beiiind a
grating a.re hecaped, together the skulis oi thc moîîks w~ho
ivere slain by tue Persians twvcv liindrcd ycars ago!
Twcive liundreci ycar-, ago, indced, tliis quaiîit aid gatlîcr-
ing ai odd-laaking hbuses andi chapais clung togetlicr
among thecerevices af th, rock ; ycs for tlîirteeni hundreci
years piaus mnks have lived ihere iii thc caves that lhoncy-
conib the dcifs. that thecy May worship GoLd apart from
thc world. Wliy shouici people laugh at theni for sceking
"frecdom ta worship Gaci" iii tlicir own way cspccialiy

people îvho iaud ta tue skies thc Pilgrin Fathers for
prafessing ta have donc the saine thing?

ýAll thc caves andi houses are coîîncecd tagether by
steps and tuntîclicc passages that nohody iitiot a guide
nccdhlipe tatraverse. Monks arc se in Most unexpecteci
places, liera ivalking up and down a few feet ai rock away
tip above, tiiere anothcr sitting scwing at the mouth of a
cavem, furtiier aff a tlîird iianging out clatIes on a Une
stretclieci across a cr.evicc-onc is puzzlcd ta knoiv how
they ivili get down ivhien the bell catis thîcm again ta tlieir
devotions.

Wlicn taurists -arrive a tlîing tIiat is neyer forgatten is thc
displ'aying for sale, as nîementacs of Mar Saba, %valking
sticks, made of leînon-wood, crosses andi niedals ai pcwter
witiî figures ai S. Sabas and i s companions stampcd
upon thcmn by tue MaInks. W-' dici nat sec tue( library
îvhich is supposed ta bc a most valuaibie anc. 1 wander
wlierc it is and îvhy it is kept 50 jealausiy guardeci. Nobody
is ever let inta it. \'Vhcn ive liad dined iii tue guest'
cliamber and igh-t liaci came oý it was suggested tlîat ive
should retire so as ta bc rcady for aur onwvard jaurncy iii
thc morning. But twa ai us preferreci ta go ou,. upon a
sort of balcony bciuind tue clîurch ta have titî-e ta look
about and think a littie. The briglit clear liglit ai the. full
moon streameci down inta thc gorge tlîat yawned ncarly six
liundred feet beloiv us, nîaking daute and taîver andi crag
stand out wierd and wvhite against tlicir slîadovs on thc
ciiff side. Wiiat silence! wiat desolation l Not a living
tiîing ta be sen but a tall saci palm-trec, Uic anc S. Sabas
fflantcd, andi noîv andi tlien a jackai far down bciow in Ih
vaiiey. Thc full inoan lias looked dawn inta tue chasm
niore thtan seventcu thousand times sitîce the time tInt
S. Sabas lived andi dicci in lis haole iii the rock. That ivas
in the days wlien the Roman Empire shuddcrcd andi fell
before tic iiardy micii ai the niordlî, ihen Lua the Grcat
from lus throne on thc Vatican ru!cd sa mudli ai the
Chiurch, %%lin the error of Pclagius troubled the WVest andi
Eutyclîianism distractecd thc Eastcrn Christians, %ilen
Saxons begaîî '. scttie in Soutli Britain andi S. Patrick
preachiet thc Gospel ta thc Irishî. \Vhen tue good Saint
carne ta lus cave tiîc firÈt difficulty lic met witlî, %vas in the
form, ai a lion tInt land taken up its abode ini tIc cave.
TIc lierinit at first too, nia notice af him but ivent on.
.-vitli liis pra yersand tIen feli asclccp ; vlien the lion dragged


