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Maritime Prov'inuces, was dou btless
preparing the w;îy, very insidionsly,
lait not the les-, surel v, to more
mntinate relations ; and a sinîjilar re-
suit would assure(lly arise fromi some
such Zollverein as hias had a few ad-
vocates of recent years. But in these
tiines there is not even a fragment of
an. annexatioîî partv iii this couintrYi
for the rash), ittipetueous spirits wlio
iiow andl tîten advocate it represent
neo lartY. The progress that lias beeni
mtadle silice 1 867 in1 coîîsolidlatiiig iiand
developing, the Domnion lias naturallv
stinîulated the prie of ( anadians iii
tlîeir ovn conntry, and thoiigh they
are Iirepai'e to (Io full justice to the
g(reatiiess andi etiterprise of tue 1w iî
lic to tlieir south, tlîev do0 not, ly aîîy
mieans Iinjk their pohitîcal fortunes te-
gether in the futur-e, but prefer to
believe that, iii the work of civilizing
the continent, they have each thieir*
allotte(l taskz to perlerni iii friendlv
emulation, andinl the consciousness
that, iii the vast iiiisettled regions
which botit pîosess, tlifre is ample
scope for tho energv and industry of

races, and aiiiîiiated l) the saine love
for free instituitions.

As respect., Independeuce, it is
more pirob~able than the destiinv just
iliscussed ; but at present it canniot
assume any l)ractical shape, thongh"I
the idea inay ob tain witlî t hie ambitions
vouith of the Country that the tinie
mnust corne wvhen Caniada wiIl have a
place in the comniunity of nations.
It is true, lier wealth and resources
are already greater than those of
several independent states on the two
continents, wt-ichl have theirdiplomatic
agents abroad, and a certain influence
an(l weight iii the affairs of the wcr1ld.
It is true, a inere colonial Systeîin,
thoughI it lias its conîforts and free-
donm freint res-ponisibilities, lias also its
tendency te crantii itellectuald(e velop-
nient, an(I to st aifli colonists as in-
ferior to those wxlio control directly
the affairs of nacti )ns. -But whatever
the futureý lias iii store for thein,

Canadians of the present day are too
wvise to allow thieir ambition te run
away with tlieir common sense, and
precîpitate themi into'the endless ex-
pense an(l coin plications 'vhich would
be the logical sequence were they to,
be dazzlcd by the glamour of Canadiaii
nationalitv.

The ilea cf a Consolidation of the
Empire is undeubtedly grandl in its,
conception, thouigh N-ery dilicult, Cet-
tainly, iii ils realizatien. The idea
lias, îby no0 ineans, orîiginated wvîth the
îresenit generatien of pol itical tiiinkeis.
PowvnaH, Shirley, and Otis, famllos
nmen of the old colonial tinies, believed
tlîat sueh a sclienie, if carried eut,
w-ou Id st rengthen. tle E~mpirîe. One
of tlîe nîost eleî1 uent of ('anadian
statesrueîi, the late Joseph Howe,
sine thîrty years age, gave utterance
iii a miag(nificent address te the feel-
ingus that aninated (anadians wvheil
they looked around( at isolate1 colonies
whose initerests \vere becoming more
jarring and separate as tirne rolle(l on.

Whlat we r-equiire ,' 1 quote cnle para-
gurapl friit bis speccli oit the (.)rganiza-
ton cf die Emplire, ' is unioni with the
Eiiiiic ; an investitur-e w ith the riohts,

am oîiit f Bishcitizisîp
'l'lic milîlions who iîiiiahit the Britisîl
I sles muist inake sonie pi ovision fur the
people w4lh lve beyond the narrow scas.
Thcy mnay rule tiie barbarous tribes wh>

ticît, speak their language or share
tlir civilizatioi, by the swoiïd ;but theY
Cali onlly rude or retini such provinices ilS
aie t,) lc fcîiiid iii Noirth Aiinerîca, by
drawiuig their sympaîethies ;irotind a coln-
mon ceiître-hy giving tlîern an interest
l the arnîiy, the navy, lthe diplocmacY,

the admiinis trat ion, and tie legisilatiill
cf the Etu)pire.'

Burke once said, when diseussiing
tilis (litestion- 01)oPsi il alur cof

the creation, thou 'gli, it muist Le re-
mernmbercd, lie did net absohitelYv
assert the impracticability of colonial
representation in the Imperial Parlia-
mient. But il cannot be said towards
the close cf the nineteenth century
tli:t Nature interposes harriers te the
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