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practlcally abjure their faith, and deserve to he classed with unhelievers, and
the only safe course is to ahandon their commiunion, to corne out from
aniong thern and be separate.

This is unwise and uinjust. Saints'niay crne short of the ideal standard,
and of being in ail respects "a peculiar people, zealous of good works." We
are ail far frorn being what we should be, and what we shall bc 1'when that
which is perfect is corne." Our theology, our preaching, our piety, our
piractical activity, our views of science, of governiment, of Inspiration, and of
many other subjects niay he greatly at fault, but still it is quite within the
lirnits of truth to sas' that the Church universal in ail ber Protestant branches
is mutch better than the world that " lieth in the evil otie.*

%Ve do not deny that therc- is unbelief in the Churcb, often showing it-
self in cunning unmanly wavs that are paralysing lier spirituial vigor and efforts.
Rut unhelief in the worhd is of a grosser type. It is noisy, boastiol, undigni-
fed. Its agents are usuially coarse levers of notoriety. Like the hypocrites
of Christ*s day, whcen they have any special performiance to go through, tbey
44sourid a trunipet btforc themti," and theïr rumbers anid influence aire often
unwisely estirnated hy the fuss they make. They dlaim to be leaders of
advanred thought, while they are only reproducers of exploded errors.

1 cannot but regard current unhehief as chiefly, whihe not exclusively, the
uinhelief of the past iu slighthy ahtered fornis. *rhis is the case as it shows it-

inl lt he departments of Apologetics, l)ogrnatics, philosophical speculation,
and practical conduct. P'hysicists have in sonie ineasure opened fresb fields
of controversy, but for the rest a dreary mionotonv is observable. rhe spirit
of unhelief has survived the wreck of the aid formns it once atsirnated, and
hience there is tnt very inuch thiat is out-and-out original, at least in principle,
in the scepticiçni of our day. Its advocates have drawn upon ahl the
centuries fromn the days of the apostles ta, the present moment. Celsus,
I'orlihyry. h.ucian, and later, Spinosa, Kant, H-egel, H'aine, and others fur-
ished the data which they have wrougbt: inta new combinations.

NMany imagine thernselves chever inventors of startling objections ta
sacred truth hecause îhey are ignorant nf wbat their predecessors ofla similar
spirit did ýcenturies ago. They forget or nlever learned that the ruier of the
darkniese: of this world frequenthy ruturns by crooked ways arnd under new
iames, soi.etimies transforrned mbt an ange] of light, ta do bis old work of
dectiving men and persuading theni ta accept bis lies instead of the truth of
God.

I eisrn, for exainphe, as it flourishied in England during the hast hall of
the seventeenth and the irst hall of thc eigbteenth century bas passed away,
but its spirit of antagonismi to the lundaniental trutbs of Christianity is stilh
potent. %%*c have latent or disguised 1)eisrn, flot pronounced and outspocen
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