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INDIAN BANDS ON THE NORTHI SHIORE 0F GEORGIAN
B3AY.

A Pomestie Mission haviug now been established at ]?arry Sound,
tbrough, the generous and entorprising- firin of the Messrs. J. & N.
Beatty, the Society is brouglit into more immediate contact with
the Indians on the North Shiore of the Bay, -vhere for some years
we have had. several sinali Classes, wlio, aniidst many disadvantages,
and with only very occasional visits fri our Missionaries, have
nevertheless niaintained their Christian privileges and enjoyments.
NTe give extracts froin the letter of the IRev. Mr. H&rnson: in
addition to his own regular work on the Mission, lie las engag,,ed to visit
these solitary places.

PARLY SOUND, Oct. 23, 1869.
Some tixne ago I ha& the opportunity

of ïisitin'g Byng Inlet, aud at the saine
tixne of getting! a bird's.eye view of
sevcrai points of our Indian work

The workz at French River is vcry
limiteci both in its interest aud its ex-
tent. The Indians seci to be quýite
dissatisfied, and arc gradually leaving
this place for a more fruitful home.
Our Society, howevcr, numberstwenty-
two,-tlîe entire population, excepting
three Catholie families and twenty.four
children. The interest ut Nashikootiug
is small, as there are but eieven persons
connectcd with the band. I amglad to,
say, however, that these are ail Metho
dists, and are striving te live exem-
plary and godly lives. We do not ex-
pcct te visit this place much longer,
as nithin a few wecks they are iutend-
in- to move down te Shawanaga. At
tinls iast xnentioned place the field la
mucli more extensive. This band la
composed of about eighty pcrsons, di-
vided in religions profesqsion as follows:
FortyM?ýethoists, twenty Roman Cath-
olies, and twenty Pagans. About fifty
chiidrcn aise beiong to thie place.
Shawanaga has aiso another advantago
over the other places, in that. Tebilst
they are being gradualiy desertcd, this
is gradually attracting to its huuting-
grouuds a great mniay frei different
points. A short turne sixice we wero
mnformned of another band of Indians,
nt present settied about sixteen miles
abeve French River; se, as soon as pos.-
sibie, the Indian assistant winal-eh is
way up te that point, sud sec what eau

be doue with them. Perhaps, however,
the most iut-eresting part of our Indian
work in cennection with this -Mission,
la the baud of Pagan Indians on Parry
Island, about seven miles frein the
Sound. These people have always re-
jected the advauces o! Christiauity,
and are still stubborn. A few days
since, M-Nr. Beatty and inyself, accoin-
pauicd by the assistant, visited theni
at their village, aud bheld a eouncilw-%ith
tiier in thuir chiefa bouse. Our ob-
ject in visiting them. -%vas te obtain
theïr consent for the assistant te visit
and preacli to them rcgularly; and if
possible, to iuduce them, ferxnaily te
accept the Gospel. They gave us a
very courteous liearing, aud aftcr a
long deiberation, granted, in a iimitod
seuse, our first request; but with a
dogged adlherence to the superstitious
"«traditions of their graudfathers,»
they spurned, the idea of emnbracing
Ohristianity. The assistant. hewcver,
is te visit thein until Christinas, nt
which turne we are te hold another
council, when they are te give their
-"final decisioi." Al-%t the close of the
first day's discussion we persuaded thcm,
te ceme te 1>arry Sound the next day,
aud continue thie deliberations lu the
church. They very icind]y yicided te
our rcqucst, but I regret excèedingly te
state that the result 'was ne more favor-
able than the previeus, and they ara
stili as Pagan. as ever, May the Lord
of the harvest biess our labors, and,
gather thein speedily jute Rils foid!

Whethcr the above woric will justify
the expeuditure of time and money, la


