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opinions and worship, Tle had cven gone the
length of exciting the populace to tear down the
images and ornanzents in tha Popish churches : an
et which could only connect its authors with riot,
and which the progress of knowledge would have
soon effected without tumulls or scandal. Luther,
not unjustly alarmed at leaving his great and holy
cause in the hands of human passion, abandoned
his retreat at ence, and for ever ; and eaplainin
his reasons in a leller to tite Jlector, hastenc
back to Wittemberg, He was received with ge-
neral joy ; but the various opinions and rising ex-
travagances of his followers during his absence
leng perplexed him, and filled his manly spirit
with apprchensions of unusual gloom,  In'his Jet-
ter to Langus, an ecclesiastic of Lrfurl, he speaks
in this strain i—

¢ § am not permitted to come lo you 3 noris it
Jawful to tempt God, and unnccessarily to court
dangers; since lieve at Wittemberg Imust lay my
account with a suficiend numbers I who have
heen excommunicated by the Pope, put under
the ban of the Empire, exposed to death on every
side, protecied by none but God,”

A letter to the Llector contains almost the lan-
guage of a man who contemplated artyrdom :—

] am of epinion that the kindness or opposi-
tion of your Highness, and even the hatred of
the whole world, ought to be only secondary con-
siderations in the present peculiar circumstances
of the church.  Your Ilighness is master of my
body and my destiny in this world ; but Christ s
the Lurd of souls, 'The Gospel which I preach
has its origin with God, and, by God’s grace, nei-
ther persecution nor death shall wrest it from me.
Neither cruclty nor tersor shall extinguish this
lizht.”?

“Tha death of Leo X, had opsned Rome to the

intrigues of all the cabinets of lurope. Bat
Charles was oa the spol—his dominions surronnd-
ed the oman States; he was lord of the opnlence
of the New World—and he prevailed. The tiara
was laid on the brow of his former tutor, Adrian,
a monk of Utrecht, created a Cardinal so late as
1517, and one of the extraordinary number of
thirty-one, whom the late Po{)c, alike the ~wost
indolent of men, and the most headlong and pro-
flizate of politicians, b:ad raised to the hat in one
day.
Adrian possessed such learning, and such Chris-
tianity, as were to be found in convents; and,
with cqual sincerity and fechleness, he commen-
ced the clearance of his church.  The task was
fierculean. Tie trade of ccciesiastical prefer-
wmcats liad long been the cryingsin of Rome. By
the double impoliey of avarice and fear, she had
Jaboured to create au interest in the permanency
of hier establishment, by making it a resource for
the high families of the provincesof her European
empire, ‘The more intellizent or intrepid sons of
the nohles were destined for the prizes of the state
and army. The more incapable were pensioned
on the easy opulence of the uninense benefices in
the giftof Rome. The result may be conjectured,
aad the contemporary writers exhaust every pow-
or of language in describing the sensuality, igno-
rance, ant pride flousishing under this flagrant
system. The sale of the livings was frequent,
and so notorions, that companics of brokers were
estzblished in Rome for their purchase ; the high-
et ccclesiastics were sometimes only more con-
spicuous examples in the church, of the vices
which they bad acquired in their noble fathers’
halls ; the lower orders of the church naturally
follcwed the standard set before them 5 and pali-
lic ordinances wete found nccessary to prohibit
the priesthood from ¢ meddling in traflic, from
ficquenting taveias,™ then the receptacles of eve-
1y inpurity, and from indulginﬁ in the vices, by
namne, to which those tavetns offered the tempta-
tion. The new Pope, not improbably stimulated
by the general outcry for reform, publgied, as his
first meagure, a ¢ Declaration,”” which had the
effect of anthenticating the whole of the public
charge. He hogan with the tiara itself:—

¢ Many ahominable things, said (his important
papery ¢ have been committed in this Aoly chair
for several yeais past—abuses in spiritnal things
—cxcesses in the mandates given=—in fine, cvery
thing changzed for the worse,

¢ No wonder that the sickness should descend
from the head to the members, from the hiph pon-
{iTs to the inferior prelates. In what relates to
us, we shall endeavour that eur Coutt, fram which,
pethaps, all this cvil kas preceeded, shall undergo

aspeedy reform.  1f corruption has of Jate flowed
from it, sound docliine and reformation shall now
praceed from the same source. ‘Lo this we shall
account omiselves the more obli sed to attend, as
the whole world appears most aidently to Aesire
such a reforn,

¢ 1 have accepted (he Pontificate, that 1night
reform the spouse of Christy assist th  neglected
and oppressed, and appropriate to the aeamed and
virtuous the money which has of fate heen squan-
dered on grooms and stage-players.”?

T'his ccclesiastical confesston of the vices of the
Papacy was followed by alay declaration,scarce-
lf infesior in the rank of its authors, and altoge-
ther superior in its practical effect: the long cele-
brated ¢ Centwm Gravaminu, or List of Grievan-
ces, drawn up by the Dict of the German Princes,
to be transmitted to Rome. I contained a detail
of the conuptions of the priesthood, and the
church system, which the princes declored that
the iniquity and notoriety of the facts alone com-
pelled them to suhmit to the Pontiff for their spee~
dy reform 3 concluding by the suggestion ofa Ge-
neral Council for the purpose in Germany.  This
document is the more uncquivocal, from iis pro-
ceeding from sovereigns still altached to the Po-
pish causc—one of its sections being a confirma-
tion of the Edict of Worms against Luther, and
another a demand that the Srcachcrs of the ¢ new
doctrine® should be suspended in their functions.

“These declarations were vittual pleadings on

v the side of Christianity; and Luther was not

asleep while Popery was thus unconscionsly shear-
ing the locks in which the sccret of its strength
lay. He translated Adrian’s Rescriat iato Ger~
man, and sent it, ilustrated by his own resistless
remarks, to scatter light through the world.

We must hasten to the close of this great man’s
labours.  Luther, in 1545, had reached his sixty-
sccond year, with a frame, never of peculiar vi-
gour, much cxhausted by perpetual application,
and the numerous cares which hourly thichenad
on the leader of the Reformation in those days of
increasing peril. His chief essociates had died
round him, or were yiclding to age. Zuinglius
had perished in battle, and Ecalampadius had
dicd of grief for the loss of his admirable friend.
A painful complaint, probably the result of hiis se-
dentary habits, had some years before tortyred
Luther; and under its paroxysms he scems to have
somelimes abandoned the hope or the wish to live.
But by temperance he continued to obtain vigour
sufficient to employ himself in the revision of his
numerons wrilings, aud chiefly of his translation
of the Scriptures,

But in this year his complaint became more Je-
cided, and his constitution, long racked b’y the
stone, began evidently to give way. Violent
head-aches, and the decaying sight of one of his
ayes, gave symnptoms of an event which must soon
depive Protestantism of its first and ablest fricnd.
It was speedily complete. e had taken a jour-
ncy to Eisleben, his native place, on the applica-
tion of the Count of Mansfield, to arbitrate a dis-
pute relative to the mines, 1In full consciousness
of his own infirmitics, he had undergone this ha-
rassing joutney, as a promoter of peace.

« I write to you,” ssid he, in a lelter {0 a
friend, a few days before he set out, < though I
am old, decripid, inaclive, languid, and now with
but one eye.

¢ When drawing to the brink of the grave, 1
had hopes of obtaining a reasonable share of rest
but I continuc to he overpowered with writing,
fmacbing, and husiness, in the same manner asif

had rot discharged my part in these duties in the
catly period of life.??

The journey was in the depth of a German win-
ter.  And by the overflowing of the river Issel, it
was prolonired to five days, The coffort was too
much for his feeble frame; and after various
changes of his disorder through three weeks, Lu-
ther, on the 18th of Fehruary, 1516, breathed the
last breath of life, gifted with the most glotious
donative and the loftiest dnty that Providence
gives to man—the promulgation of its own eter-
nal truths, in simplicity, holiness, and power.

The highest honours were paid to his memory,
Uis body, 2fter lying in state i the principal
chureh, was escorled by the principal nobility of
the Electorate on horscback, and 2n immense
coacourse of the prople, on its way to Wittem-
Lerg.  Whereverit stopped, the population of the
towns rcceived it with tears and prayers ; hymus
were sung, and sermons delivered ousr the ro-

mains of their common father in the faith. At
Wittemberg, the whole University, the magistra-
cy, and peaple, came out to meet the pracession
and the funeral ceremony was hegun by an ota~
tion of Pomeranus, a ¢elebrated Divine, and closed
by a pathetic sermon from Melancthon,  His pic-
ture was alterwards hung up in the hall of the
University,  But his true and imperishablo mo-
nument is Tue Reronyarioy,
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MONTREAL, THURSDAY, FEB. 4, 18}i.

Acreraniy fo the intimation given in our last,
we present our readers, in the present number,
witl some account of the geography and histary
of the vast Empice of China, which las of late
especially, hecome the ohject of political specula~
tion and gencral interest, from he diflicultios
which have for some time existed befween the
British and Chinese Govemments, and which
have been caused by the singular policy and pro~
ceedings of the latter—as appears from the ac-
count which we have already given of the origin
of the war which Dritain has felt hersclf compel-
led to enter upon against that singular and semi-
barbarous empire.  The British expedition, we
learn, has been successful in its first attempt:
having, in afew hours, and by an almost Lloodless
conquest, gainad possession of the important island
of Chusan,

Sincerely do we lope that this demonstration
will be guflicient to bring the Chinese authoritjos
to their senses, and induce them to accede to the
reasonable and just demands of the Uritish Govern-
ment.  Especially do we liope, that these cvents
will be overruled by the all-wise Providence of
God, to the opening of ¢ a great door and effecty-
al,? for the preaching of the everlasting Gospel,
and the establishing of Christisnity among the
atheistic myriads which compose the popalation
of that vast empire, which falsely and foolishly
calls itself ¢ celestial,”?

Tuc admirable letters of ¢ Omega and  Cq-
tholicus, in this number, will, we have no doubt,
be perused with interest by those of our readers
who are acquainted with the procecdings of the
Upper Canada Conference, in relation to the Bri~
tish Wesleyan Missionary Society ; and who re-
gret, with us, the violent language and spirit in
which the Edilor and some of the correspondents
of the Toron{o Guardian have thought proper to
indulge. We hope, for the sake of our commag,
Methodism, 2nd espacially for the honeur of oqr
divine religion, those writers will, in fulure, be
more cautious, hoth asto truth and temper,
—————

Tea.—Ia 1668, the East Iadia Company in-
ported ¢ One Hundred Pounds weight of
Tey In 1669, they imported 143} lbs.; and
in 1678, 4,713 lbs., but this proved a glut in the
market. In 1830, they imported 63, ,000 {be,
Duting the last twenty years, £80,000,(00 hag
been paid into the British Exchequer, as dutice
upon {cas.

Paixring.—The projwietors of the London Sun
slate, that they have discovered a method of
printing si1x THOUSAND copies of their T

hout, instead of two hundred ! Fer =

Praven is the language of dependence. H
who Peays not, is e.mleavaﬁnz to'gn inde end:~
ently of God. ~ This was the first curse, and ¢on~

tinues 1o be the great cuisc of mankind,



