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at that point, carricd the six-pounder before
a s:cond discharge could be fired from it, and
drove the American militia with precipitation
into the woods.” Christie’s account of this
is different, he says, “they” (the British)
“first attempted to land on the Main, in a
cove formed Ly Horse Island, but on approach-
ing it, they found the enemy preparcd for
them, by a heavy fire of musketry, from the
swrrounding woods, supported by a field-
picce. They tien pulled round and landed
on the outside of the island.”

After the troops were fairly landed it does
not appear that they had any very obstinate
resistance to encounter, and it is plain from

both Christie’s and James’ account, that
there was nothing to have prevented Sir
George Prevost from accomplishing all that
he desired.  Thompsont is particularly severe
on his countrymen, and his account by no
means bears out Col. Bayne's assertion of the
great resistance offered.  “ Though,” sayshe,
“ they were well protected by the breast-work
they rose from behind it, and abandoning the
honorable promises of noble daring, which
they had made but a little while beiore, fled
with equal precipitation and’ disorder. A
strange and unaccountable panic seized the
whole line; and with the exception of a very
dew, terror and dismay were depicted on
-gvery countenance” Any remarks on Sir

George from Veritas must be taken with due
allowance for the animus which marks every-
thing he wrote respecting that commander.
His version runs thus: ¢ The troops were
disembarked, but without artillery, and ad-
vanced with their usual spirit, when the enemy
in dismay fled, whilst our men coming to a
block-house, which made some resistance,
were checked. During this advance so hope-
less did the encmy consider their situation,
that they burnt a barrack or store, spiked the
guns of abattery, and began their retreat
through the villages, setting fire to their new
frigate, the Pyke, then on the stocks, and
General Brown, who commanded,had actually
written a letter of capitulation, which he had
appointed a flag of truce to carry to the com-
mander, whilst a few men were kept in the
block-house, to give an appearance of resist-
ance, so as to obtain better terms. At this
period, in an evil hour, Sir George Prevost,
umictaking the enemy in running away, with
the dust thereby thrown up, for a column of
reinfpreements  arriving, immediately gave
orders for a re-cmbarkation, and then was ex-
hibited the extraordinary military spectacle of
a retreat, I will not say a flightback toback.”
This picture is highly colored, but there
is still much truth in it, and when Colonel
Bayne's letter is stripped of its apologetie
character, it will not be found to differ materi-

infantry supported by a ficld-piece. I directed
‘the boats to pull round to the other side of the
island, where a landing was effected in good
order and with little loss, although 'executed in
the face of a corps, formed with a field-piece in
the wood, and under the enfilade of a heavy gun
.from the encmy’s principal battery. The advauce
was led by the grenadiers of the 100th regiment,
with undaunted gallantry, which no obstacle
.could arrest. A parrow causeway, in many
places under water, not more than four feet wide,
and about four hundred paces in length, which
eonnected the island with the mainiand, was
occupied by the enemy,in great force, with a
-gix-pounder. It was forced, and carried in the
most spirited manner, and the gun taken before
s secoud discharge could be made fromit; a
tumbril, with a few rounds of ammunition, was
found ; but, unfortunately, the artillerymen were
still behind, the schooner not having been able to
get up in time, and the troops were exposed to €0
heavy and galling a fire from a numerous, but
slmost invieible foe, as to render it impossible to
balt for the artillery to come up, At this spot
two paths led in opposite directions round the
hill; I directed Colonel Young, of the King's

regiment, with half of the detachment, to pene-
trate by the left; and Major Drummond, of the
104th, to force the path by the right, which
proved to he more open, and was less occupied
by the encmy. On the left the wood was very
thick, and was most obstinately maintained by
the enemy.

The gun-boats which had covered our landing,
afforded material 2id, by firing into the woods;
but the American soldier, behind a tree, was only
to be dislodged by the bayonet. The spirited
advance of a secction produced the flight of
kundreds. From this observation all firing was
directed to cease, and the detachment being
formed in as regular order as the nature of the
ground would admit, pushed forward through the
wood upon the enemy, who, aithough greatly
superior in numbers, and supported by field-
pieces, and & heavy fire from their fort, fled with
precipitation to their block-house, and fort,
abandoning one of their guns, The division
under Colonel Young was joined in the charge,
by that under Major Drummond, which was
executed with such spirit and promptness, that
many of the enemy fell in their enclosed barracks,
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which were set on fire by our troops;-—at this
point the further energies of the troops became



