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18 devuied wo the furiherance of the Gospel of
Chaist, and pleads for the vnion of all be:
Hevers in the Latd fewus in harmony with 1t
own piayer tecordel in the seventeenth
chaptee of John, and on the Dasls set forth by
the Apostle Paul In the follawing terme s ' 1
thetefore, the prisoner In the Lord, besteeh
you to wall wonhlly uf the ctlling wherewith
ye wete called, with sif Jowlivess and meck.
pess, whh lorg sufferlog, forLtarlng one
snother in love 3 giving diligence 1o keep the
voity of the Spirit Jo the boed of peace,
Thete Is one body and one Spitit, even as also
ye weee called [n one hope of your calling;
one Lord, one faith, one bapilsm, one God
and Father of all, who it over all, and
through all, asd in all.*—Eph. Iv. 1.5,

This paper, while not claiming to be what
is sipled an **orgen,” may be taken as falily
tepresenting the people known a¢ Disciples of
Chriat in this country,
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Who Crucified Jesus?

In n recent number of the Riche.
mond Trmes, Rabbi Calisch, of this
city, denies with some feeling, that
the Jews crucificd Christ.  Believing
that his letter to the T¥mes will be of
interest to our readers, we produce
it here in full and add a few words
of comment ;

THE CRUCIFIX{ON.

Ricuaoxn, Virginia, Nov. 15.—

Editor of Times:~—1 teust you will

e lfR g space in your valuable
paper for a ¥2% words in comment
on the defence of Colonel O'Ferrall,
made by Mr. J. 8. Craig, of Goshen,
and published in your issue of to-
day,

The comment is not on the defence
itself, but on the phrase used by the
writer, when he says that *‘the en-
emics of Colonel O'Ferrall worked
as vechemently to defeat him as did
the Jews to crucify the Savior.” Had
Mr. Craig been as cager in defence
of the truth as he was of Colonel
O'Ferrall, he would never have been
guilty of that assertion, For, all
Christians teaching to the contrary
notwithstanding, the Jews did not
crucify Jesus.

To my sorrow do 1 know that the
children of Christian parents, as they
go to their respective Sundayschools,
are there taught the sentimient used
by Mr. Craiy; the pullpit repeats it,
and the language of hyvmn.bocks
often re-enforces it.  This hoary
calumny of ages has been the cause
of mare woe to the Jews and more
unchristian conduct on the part of
Christians than any other thought in
human history, and to-day yet it is
given to innocent children, to sour
the milk of human kindness within
their breasts, and to pave the road
whercon the steps of hate shall walk,
And the pathetic part of it is that it
is untrue.

It is with deep regret that | feel
called upon to oppose the teachings
of pastors and Sunday school super-
intendents and teachers, but the de-
fence of my own, and the regard for
historical truth urge me 10 take hold
of this opportunity.

The Jews did not crucify Jesus,
and they could not have done so had
they wishedto. In the timeof Jesus
Judea was a tributary province of
Rome, as Canada is to-day of Ling-
land. And whilec Rome permitted a
certain autonomy of government to
her provinces in ordinury civil and
criminal jurisdiction, yet the jus
gladii, the powcrover life and death,
was not in their hands, as the gospel
of John itsell states (xviii. 33), it
heing the cxclusive prerogative of
the Roman governor or procurator.

Nor were they morally responsible
for His death, for the cvent was the

result of political and net religious

——

agitation.  Had Jesus never violated
His own teachings, had He “rene
dered unto God  hings that are
God'z, and unte Casar things that
are Casar's,” He doubtless would
have died a peaceful and sidinary
death, and Christianity mayhap
would hive been n thing still unborn,
Had He simply continued to teach
and to perform His healings and His
miracles, and had done nothing else,
Calvary and Golgotha would have
remained unknown and unsung. But
when He permitted Himsell to make
the triumphal procession into ferusa.
lem, and to be hailed by the people as
the  Kinpr of the Jews," then He he-
came guilty of treason to Rome,
precisely as would any onc to-day be
puilty of treason to England did he
set himself pp as king of Canada.

Jesus, by that act, hecame a politi.
cal malefactor, and ns a pelitical
malefactor tHe was condemned by
a Romun procurator, led to the cross
by Roman exccutioners and put to
death by Roman methods of execu-
tion. Crucifixion was an act un.
known to the Jews, They have not
even a word for it in their vocabul.
ary.
That Jesus had no thought of
insurrection against Rome is.doubt.
{ess true, and His life had .been
beautiful and blameless, and of com-
fort and chear and healing to the
sick in soul and body is also true,
ihat He meant only that His was to
be a spiritual kingdom, and not
temporal is likewise unquestioned,
but Rome knew nor cared aught for
these things, not took ¢ogmizance of
the surgings of His soul-life. Suf-
ficient that He dared be proclaimed
“King of the Jews,” had entered
Jerusalem as into Hiy capital city.
The hand of Rome was heavy upon
those who questioned its power and
Jesux felt its weight,

Did T not fear to trespass upon
your space [ could bring the Synop-
tics themselves tu bear out my as-
sertions.  But 1 trust that this will
be sufficient to call the attention of
Me. Craig and many other Chris.
tians to this crror, and to express
the hope that they, and those in
whose power it lics, will remedy the
great injustice that has been done
unto a people, an injustice that has
cast its fearful shadow over the face
of cvery century, that has caused
suffering and terror, and pain such
as, let us pray Heaven, will never be
caused again. I need not say to
whom the iniustice has been done,
nor who has suficred the pain.
Only after all these tardy years let
the shadow be rolled away, and let
the Juews walk side by side with
their fellow-men, without there rest-
ing upon them the burden of a deed
by them never committed,  For the
Romans, and not the Jews, crucified
Jesus,  Very respectfully,

Enwanrp N. Carisch,
Rabbi of ** Beth Ahaba.”

All down the centuries since the
crucifixion of Christ, the Jews have
endeavored to free themselves from
the guilt of that tragedy, butin vain.
And now Rabbi Calisch, while ad.
mitting that ‘“*all Christinn teach-
ing " is against him, arises to add
his voice to the oft repeated denial.
We do not know whut fresh evi-
dence the Rabbi may have at his
command, but we are decidedly of
the opinion that his denial would
have found greater weight had he
produced a little cvidence, The
only authority that he cites is the
gospel of John, though he xays, “ i
could bring the Synoptics them.
sclves [Matthew, Mark and Luke]
to bear out my assertion,” If his
pesitien esuld be proven from the

not of this world.”  JohnJevill; 16.
"'Strange p?;‘\\ skl 20

Gospels, no doubt the Times would
have giadly altowed sufficient space,
and the proof should have been
forthcoming. .

But while the Rabbi gives no
satisfactory cvidence, he does ad-
vance a few reasond in support of
his position, which we shall notice
briefly.

1. He says, **The power over
life und death was not in the hands
of the Jews™ at the time of the
cuucifixion. ‘This wo fully admit,

2, “Nor were they morally re.
sponsible for hix death, for that
event wias the result of political and
not religious agitation.”  With this
we take issue, and demand the
proof for the assertion that his
death wax the result of political agi-
tation. But in the absence of proof
we bring forward a few facts to
show that the axsertion has no
foundation whatever in truth,

It is true that Jesus entered Jeru-
salem, followed by a vast c¢rowd
that shouted his praiscs, but he had
taught them that the **kingdom of
God cometh not with ohservation,
for behold the kingdom of God is
within you.” Luke xvii, 20, 21.
Anything political in that ?

Again he said, Y My kingdom is
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which is not of this world {

After his triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, Jesus freely moved in
and out of the city, and taught the
people publicly for anumber of days.
Had hc been regarded as a traitor
and rebel against the Roman govern-
ment, this would not have been per-
mitted.

Again, Jesus was arrested by the
Jews,  John tells us that Judas led
out a band of men and officers for that
purpose, John xviil, 3. Whether
these were Rggman officers or Jewish
officers is not stated, but it iz plainly
stated that, whoever they were, they
went out from the chief priests and
Pharisces. Hence, jesus was ar.
restcd by the Jews, not for some
political intrigue, but out of envy,

Morcover, he was first tricd be-
fore the Jewish high priests and the
Jewish council. In this trial they
charged him with blaspheming the
temple and God, claiming to be the
Christ the Son of God. When they
took Him to Pilate the charge of
treason was advanced. But did Dif-
ate find anything in the charge?
Hear him: ¢ And Pilate, when he
had called together the chief priests
and the rulers of the people, said un-
to thum, Ye have brought this man
unto me as one that perverteth the
people ; and behold, I, having exam-
ined Him before you, have found no
fault in this man touching these
things whercof you accuse Him.
No, nor yet Herod ; for 1 sent you to
him ; and lo, nothing worthy of death
is done unto him. 1 will thercfore
chastisc Him and release Him." Luke
xxiii. 13-16. Note that the Jews
arc the accusers, and that while #oy
demand Hisdeath, the political author-
tties of Judea and Galilee find in Him
no cause-for being put to denth,
Pilate said unto them the Zkind time,

this

b have found no cause of deathin
Him. | will therefore chastise Him
and let Him go.”  And they were
iustant - with loud voices requiring
that He might be crucifica,” Luke
xxiii, 22, 23. Pilate desired to re-
lease Him, but the jews said crucify
Him,  Who then is responsible for
His death? It is true that the death
sentence must be executed by the
Roman soldiers, but that weptence
is passed only upon the demund of
the Juws. It is true that the Jews
did not ¢xecute their criminals by
crucifying them.,  But it iy also rue
that they demanded that Jesus be
crucifivd,  Who then was respon.
sible?  When Pilate saw that he
could prevail nothing, but that rather
a tumult was made, he took water
and washed his hands before the
multitude, saying, [ am innocent
of the blood of this just person ; sce
ye to it!" Then answered all the
people and suid ** [te blood e upon
us, and on our childrent"” Matt.
xxvii, 24, 26. Thus the Jews as-
sumed the responsibility and exon.
orated Pilate. He assented to their
sentence. The soldiers were mercly
the executioners. The Jews alone
were responsible for the death of
Jesus,

L, There, is but oneway for them. 10/

get out of this trouble, and that is
to do as the three thousand did on
the day of Pentecost, when Peter
said, ' Let all the house of Israel
know assuredly that God hath made
that same Jesus whom ye have cruci-
fied, both Lord aud Christ.” Acts
il. 36. Did they deny the charge?
No. * But they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Peter and
to the rest of the apostles, ' Men
and brethren what shall we do?’
Then Peter said unto them, * Repent
and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit’ Then
they that gladly reccived the word
were baptized. And the same day
there was added unto them about
three thousand souls.” Acts ii, 37,
38, $1.--Missionary Weekly.

“ A Man's a Man For a’ That.”

But, fathers and brethren, despite
all the hindrances in xociety, and
defects in the church, despite all the
turmoil and confusion we witness
around us, 1, for one, look forward
to the future with great hope. The
Christian warrior must not he pessi-
mistic.  The battle is the Lord's.
Somctimes strange fits of despair
comeupontn. Butonebitofhistory
never fails me. | remember Fred-
erick Douglass overwhelmed with
sorrow because he could not liberate
the slaves, [ remember that old
woman crying out to him: ** Fred-
crick—is God dead? ' My brothers,
God is notdead.  The quickening of
the social conscience proves to me
that He is very much alive. [ have
no sympathy with the wan who
desires to create hatred among the
classes, whether he does it on behalf
of the people or the capitatists, but (
hail the spirit of reform and universal
brotherhood. The day is coming

* Why, what evil: hath He done?
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when we shall say that it i not the

tinsel and the show, bt ** A man's
muae for @ that U That belief, em.
braced with enthwsiasm, will work
miracles in socicty and the church,
Eor there never was a time when
men were more willing to hear the
Christianity  of Christ proclaimed.
There never was a time when the
reil minister of Christ, :nd the liv-
ing church, were more heloved by
the common people.  And | will go
further, and say there never was &t
tine when the old evangelical truths,
combined with the sublime cthics of
the Sermion on the Mount, were
nyore heartily welcomed. The peopie
still love the minister who has o
farie heart; they me still thrilled
with the story of the Cross, and com-
forted with the consolations of the
Christ ; and ‘they stilt love 1o enter
the house of God in which reverence
amd peace join hands with decency
and order, to bring them nearer the
fect of the Son of Man.,  The day in
which we live tremblex with mysteri.
ous destinies, but, hrothers, we need
know no despair, if we keep in mind
that duty, fearlessly followed, must
lead to victory.—Rgv. WaLTer
Wixy,

WonrsittP never can be constrained.
ft must grow spontaneously out of

Four” perception*OF=-worshipfuf quuliswer ==~

ties i the being to whom it is ad-
dressed,  He who most discloses
the divine to us will gather to him-
self the teuest of our devotions, The
manifestation of the godlike in Jesus
Christ has made it impossible but
that the believing world should bow
in adoration beforec him. He does
not make the Father less adorable,
because he assures us that all he j«
and does is the expression of the Fa-
ther's love to men, He says, “land
my Father are one.™ Were it other-
wise,~were he only a creature of
lower nature than God's,—what
escape would there be fromidolatey ?
Qur heads might hold us to the
worship of the far-off Deity, who
never stooped to sulfer and to save,
But the heart would bow to the
Christ who gave up all things for vy,
that we might have all in him. It
is the truth of the Incarnation which
keeps head and heart in unisen.—
Sunday-School Times,

Huvax GREATNBsS.—We can not
took, however imperfectly, upon a
great menwithout gaining something
by him. He is the living light foun~
tain, which is good and pleasant to
he near; the light which enlightens,
which has enlightened the darkness
of the world; and this, not as
kindled lamp only, but rather us 2
natural luminary, shining by the
gift of heaven 3 a flowing light foun-
tain, as | say, of native original in-
sight, of manhood and heroi¢ noble-
ness, in whose radiance all souls feel
that it is well with them.—CaRLyLE,

*Tis easy to be gentle when
Death’ssifence shamesour cfamor;

And easy to discern the hosy,
Through memory's mystic glamor;

But wise it were for thee and nte,
Erc love is past forgiving,

To take the tender lesson home;

—RBoston Journal,

Be patient with the li\'inj.




