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thei ne 'vpaper that wvas willing tu -accept his statenments. The
stingy o f the charge lay in the fact that they were accused of ac-

cepin- py roi a Elglsb party and thus sacriticino' their iii-
(lependence and throwing to the winds the principles they have
proVcssed f~or the hast thirteen years. It must have been grati-
fying to tirun to hear INr. Gladstone, Mr. Balfour, Mr. Chiamber-
lain, Sir Vernon Harcourt and others bear testiinony te their
I)elief that the charge was false. Every one of these o'reat mnen
i'rankly and willingly and unreservedly acknowledged their ab:-
horrence of such warfare and their confidence in the incorrupti-
bility of the Irishi mexubers.

But the incipient scene has been well-niighi forgrotten. Mr.
.Sextcil hrands Viscount Wolmer's statemient as an audacious and
caluninious falsehood, quotes from "'1The Timnes," and ioves that
the article in that journal is a 1'gross and sýcandalous breacli of
the privileges of the flouse." Now the excitemient is at white
lient. Ministerialists and Irishmiien cheer v'eheinently w~hile the
Opposition and Liberal-Unionists are silent. iNIr. Sexton walks
(lowni the aisle with "The Times " iu his biaud. For a moment
there is silence as the clerk at the table reads the article slowiy
and distinctly. rillen there is another inig'hty 1)urst as the
Leader of the flouse rises, lbut in an instant ail is sulent and the
(3reatest Man in the flouse begrins te speak. During ail the
noise andi excitemnent Mr. Gladstone has been sitting ivith ihis
biand at, his Car, trying to catch evcry word that, is said, and
now lie is to crive the wvord th-at wiUl make or mar the nation.
Every eye is bent on imi anti every car strained to catch his
every w'ord. But it iio nt ineces-ar3 to strain the ear. That
wevnderfui voice has not yet lost its full, resonant, musical toue
but is strong enoughi to be hieard distinctly even ini the distant
MNeînbers' Gallery. At first it was just the slighitest bit husky,
but af ter a sentence or two it was as clear and distinct as a bel].
His first words were dlirected towards the luckless lord whvlose
impudent audacity iad led to ail the trouible. Aknd wvhat a cas-
tigation it wvas! Wliat delicious irony ! Whiat withering scorn 1
Thie flouse, Liberals and Conservatives alike, fairly rocked with
Iaughlter. It was sirnply marvellous and wonderful to behold.
Thil turning to the article of " The Tinies"» lie declared that
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