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soon learn of anty epidenit that might be
prevailing alnost anywhere in his section
of country. Reports of such usually soon
get circulated, or at least reach the nearest
town, wienice enquit ies could be made by
the nearest official.

Nov while such infornation regarding
the condition of the public health inu and
arounld so mlanyv Centres, distributed freelv
in a bulletin, say once every month, w-ould
promote the conoidence of the public gener-
ally, and be of interest to all who were
interesti'ed in t he ountry's wvelfare, it wouîldl
be mnost valuable information lor the Gov-
ernieitnt to possess aid wold be all that
vould be esseintial, 1 contend, as a founda-

tion for practical public health work.
More good thian all, would follow tlie free

distrib utio no f thebui leti ns,showing allover
the Dominiionit where the mortality was
high, or ii what city or town it was ligh-
est. and also ini whicl there were epideiies
pr(vailing. It woul Ihae andi stimuîltlate
iiitot stirong efflorts to reduce their mortality,
those iiunicipalities giviiig so bad a sani-
tarv record : better. periaps, than any
stringent coercive legislation : for obvious
rua-tons. The reports would, iii short, be
the best s.ile educators of the people.

Thiien, sioiil ay 1 municipal aithorities
require an intvestigation iito the cause or
causes of their high duath-rate, the Federal
Departmîtent shoull be prepared to cause
such investigation to be mat : and wvhich
could then be done in an indepeident and
satisfactory manner. In this case, a Hv-
gieniic Laboratorv vould be mnost desirable
indeed, an essential.

It has already been shown that the mor-
tality in our Canadian cities and towns is
far in excess of that in the overcrowded
cities il England-that even in the "Queen
City,- Torontto. it is in excess of that of
great ani dens"ly populated London, white
it shouiild be muhit tower than in the latter;
that,-and what mîost indientes a want of
p roper sanuitary admiiistrationi, the zvuo-
tic death-rate in the Cana-lian citios ani
townfs is about louble tlat of the largest
cities in Eirland ; and in short that many
thiousanis of lives. nuiy of themt of the
best lives in th ie country, are sacriliced in
Cantada every Vear. by reason of want of
proper attetitoiin to ordinary sanitarv re-
quiremtents. Of the 17,100 deaths recorded
in twventy of the largest cities anti tows of
the Doiniorin Lat year, )robably tit entire
medical professin willcncede, one-fourth
uighît have been prevented had proper
sanitarv regulations been enforced a feV
years previols ; and of tite 120.000 deaths
which probably take place in the Domin-
ion every year, 25,000 to 30,00) might be
eventually saved to help to 1ill up the
vacant west.

\Vho will say that this is not a subject
for the Federat Governiment to take hold
of-a nost worthy subject? The present,

state of things ntust now tell against the
country's welfare, as we have shown, and
will t itot d? so much more in the future?

The neceszary Vachinery for such an
organization as would be required for work
of the kinid ibove indicated need only be
inexpensive. Thte lpresent Feleral regula-
tionls for ý. iin)jg mortniary returnsl,, could
be exteidfed to the ntecessarv ntumlber of
towns, anid the Iealth or statiStical officers
of ail thiese towns be supied with biilnk
and information for tieir proper istt
relating to reports of prevailing disease.

A fixed nuimber of inspvetors of locid
offices would be. rei-from five to
eight-in ail tei different provilies. to
visit all the otiers two or thtree times a
year, at iniefimîte peieods arnd tiames, fit
order to see that the latter were doing
tleir work properly. Tiese inslwe,'tors
itugitit he specially appoiitud by lihe I overn-
ment fromî among the oflicers of the ditier-
entl cetntres or others having notinig to do
Nith tihe collectýion of statisties tmiglht be
appoitted as inspectors. as deemted best.

In connitetion with the Giovernmilent, in
Ottawa, there would be required a chief
ollicer He night le a Deputy Miiiister o
a Commissioner of Publie leaiti. and con-
neutel witt one of the departiments, such
as that of Agriculture or of the Secretary
of State. In case of the latter, any statis-
tics for filing or preserving could be passed
on to th Departmneit of Agriculture. The
chief ollicer would necessarily have to be
a physician, and one of exp'erience. We
wouild not recommentd a ceittral board, but
insteati, an Advisor'v Council. This
mtigit coisist of oily five or six persoins-
three or four physicians, of high standing
and experience il saitary proceedings,
and a veteritary surgeoi ani ai engineet'
orlbetter, of a miuch larger iuimiber, as fron
oie to three or four froi eali of the
provinces, specially appointed (eit her bv
the Federal tovermttnent or the provincial
authorities, as tioight b oft), and a Com-
mictee of the Hiuse, similar to the pre-sent
standing comiaittees. This Couincil
IICed meet in full but once a year. duriiig
Lite siessionlt of the iloiuse, consider all Ialtlth
quiestiois tnd appoint a spetial Advisory
Couîncil of four or live imemibers as a kiid
of Executive. which could meet asoccasion
required, or at specified times, as tiiotuglt
best.

A permanent secretary woulbe required
for preparing and arrantging the work of
and for the Counitcil. ie, too, shoull Le
anii experiticed physiciait. and aiso ain ex-
oflicio iember of thLe Exeet ive of the
Advisory Couieil. Upon him would
devolve the greater part of the work of the
(epartmenuit.

u casea Hygienic Laboratory were estab-
lislted, as it should soon be, and niglt be
best perhaps in connection with the depart-
ment of the Chief Dominion Analyst, other


