
'W7Mereîn Hare Ire pailed t

absorbing Intercat of life is, notwithstandlng
an occasional pious word te the contrary.

Lect us, who are ninisters, teachers, par-
its, ask ourselves, are the tone, and temn-

per, and habits cf our life sucb as te convince
the children that the Icingdom of Ged is net
mneat and drink, net dollars and cents, net
ple.asures and pastimes, net social,* prestige
and worldlv honer, but righteoinsnes, peac
and joy in thie I11oly Ghost.

(2) Closely c,)nniected with this relegation o!
religion te a secondary or last place, is the
failure te gii'e any reasonable portion cf
tiine te the study cf God's Word and the
work of the Chureh. A large proportion cf
our seholars do net commit te memnory con-
secutive passages of Seripture, de net com,,-
mit te znemory tire Shorter Catechism, do
net study their lessons at home. A frequent
excuse given by both seholars and parents,
is that the lessons for day sehool are se
mnany and se liard that the children have.
net tinie te prepare their lessons for Sunday
School. Most children spend more time
preparing for each of the five school days,
than they give during the whole week te
the Sunday Sehool lesson. Even Christian
parents are, ns a -ule, more careful te keep
the chilaren ab their lessons for the week-
day teacher, than te see that they are
prepared for thie Sundn.y class.

The same unwillingness te give time and
thought, anything like serious study, is seen
in the slewness cf Young People's Societies
te take up the Cejieral Assembly's Plan cf
Study, or uny other plan involving study.

There is great need te impress the trnth
that nothing cf value can be obtained with-
ont effort, that wvhat costs us nothing la
wvorth nothing for the purposes cf character.
Cod~s Word can only be made our own by
study and constant thought. A Sunday
Sehool class or a Christian Endeaver nmeet-
ing, or any other service for which ne one
has prepared by horest study or long con-
tinued meditation and prayer, is net likely
te be interesting, and cannot be of inuch
value. Enthusiasm. te be lasting must bc-
based on personal kncwledge. It is they
who Ilknow"l their Ced, who I'do exploits."

It is the Ilwise"' whe Ilturii jany to right-
eousne2s," and "lshine as the stars for ever
and ever."l

(3) Once more, I believe we have t.IlIed
,with the young because i niatters of religion
ive have net sufflciently appealed to their
imagination. Throughi lack of right teach-
ing-throughi lack -of study and adequate
knowledge, the glorious perse» of Christ and
tlie coining of His kingdom have notappealed
to the yout.hful imagination, and only as the
imagination is awakened can enthusiasmn be
kindled.

The actual is seldosa sufficient te areuse
the highest effort. Tt is the ideal-what
ought to be, what may be, 'what is yet te be,
that kîndies the seuls of men te neyer-
ceasîng effort.

Our Queen and what she represents, our
flag and 'what it is to wave over, our Empire
and wvhat it is yet to be, a far-off land and
visions of glorious conquest in face of dani-
gers-and deat.h-these things hav-e appealed
to the imagination of our young men, and
they have rallied te uphold the honor and
prestige of their country, even though it be
at the cost cf life. And shall that wondreus
life once ]ived by the <3od-man on earth,
Ris passion and cross, in which earth's
tragedy eulminated and earth's healing
began, His resurrection and ascension in the
elouds cf beaven, the comîng and glory of
the lat;ter-daý kingdom, have ne power te
kindie. the imagination and command the
life devotion of our youth ?

A great need of to-day is power on the
-part cf parents, teachers, ininisters, se te
present the character and kingdom of Christ,
the triumphs of the cross, the possibilities of
the race uinder the reign cf Jesus, the conp;ng
of the kingdom te one's ewn country in ,he
new century, the vision cf »a city of God
from which ail that defileth and maketh a
lie bas been driven out, that imagination will
be aroused, ambition awakened, and tenacity
of purpose in Christian effort secured.
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It is good te be zealously affected always
in a goed thing. Gal 4: 18.


