THE PALM BRANCH,

BHYUN.

Solo.—Children, can you truly tell,
Dn you know the story well,
Every girl and every boy,
Why the angels sang for joy
|| On the Christras morning ? ||

All—Yes, we kno¥ the story well ;
Listen now,; ind hear us tell,
Every little gltl and boy,
Why the dfigiels sang for Joy
|| On tli& Christmas morning. |f
Shephetds Rt upon the ground, -
Fleeay floths lay scattered round,
When & brlghmess filled the sky,
And & #6g was beard on high
|| Oft the Christmas morning. || ~

Joy and peace the angels sang,
Far the pleasant echoes tang,
Peuacd bh earth, to men good will,
Hatk | the angels sing it still,

‘f On the Christmas morning. ||

For 4 little babe this day
Cradled in 2 manger lay,
Bbn or earth our Lord to be -
I'lis the wondering angels see
|f On the Christmas morning. ||

The music may be obtained from W. H. Boner. 1102 Chestout
Street, Philadelphia, Price fifteen cents. :

. [If the musié cannot be obtained now, this would make a good
dial(l)Fug for 6me large girl and two little girls and two little boys,
or all girls, if preferred.] .

LET4ER FROM REV. W. J. KIRBY.

. DuAx CBILDREN oF THE PALM BrancH: I amwrit-
ing o1 the fifth of November, and I amreminded that
that i just twenty days from Thanksgiving Day—and
that again just one month from Christmas Day, and
thit once rore, one week from New Year's Day, and
then don’t forgetito head your letters 1898,

Have you anything to be thankful for? “ Why
yes,” I almost hear some child say, “I am thankful
for Christmas Day.” Well, why? ¢ Because we al-
ways have a good time, plenty of fruit and candies,
and presents, and lots of things.”  Well, is that all ?..
I am thankful for what Christmas Day commemorates;
thankful for a lovely little baby born o that day
hundred of years ago.

I’s ¢:1e He had a very strange cradle, but he had a
choir which came all the way from Heaven to sing
about Him. He had a2 wonderful Star which guided
some very wise men a long way across the desert to
see Him, and worship Him. He was with the cattle
in a stable, but such company as he had did not often
come to see a little baby,

In our city 2 mother had

h three little babies come |
to her house at one tims.and cverybodyaanted to sve |

these little triplets, but when one baby comies to our
homes ouly a very few are anxious to come and see
it. Bub here was a baby born, and very wise mon,
very good men, and even Angels, came to see and
celebrate the event, , - } .

Now it appears to me that if there was so much in-
terest tuken in the little babe.in Bethlehem it must
have been an important event, I‘read in the Bible
that « Angels deslred to look into it and then I
think of what the great Apostle Paul said, ¢ Great is
the mystery of Godliness, God manifest in the flesh,”
then I think again that when they found a name for
this baby it was a name which meant a good deal.

He was called * Jesus,” and that means “ Saviour,”
and explanation was given that He was called divine
because He should save from sin. ‘Then I notice He
had another name, * Immanuel,” and that was said to
mean ** God with us,” and now I seem to hear some-
body saying, “why, of course, Jesus was a Saviour and
being God as well as man, He was able to save to the
uttermost all that cams unto God by Him.”
~ Now I haveit, I am tharkful for Christmas because
it celebrates the coming into this world of one who
can save me from that awful thing, sin. All the time
I am enjoying myself on Christmas day I wantto re-
member that if Jesus had not come to our earth as
our Savieur, we should not have had a Christmas day
to be.thankful for. While we thank God for this
happy day, let us not forges there are millions of
people who know nothing of Chtistmas day, because
they know nothing of the Oneé who was born to save.

A happy Christmas and & happy New Vear toall
the Mission Band childrets {11 the world. ,

Yours, &c.. ,
o W. J. Kirpy.

4 LADy.

[N

REEIFATION,

1 know a lady in thisTasd

Who carries 2 Chines# fiiss in her hand,

But in her heart dotd she carry a thought

Ofher Chinese sister; Who carefully wrought
. The dainty, delicaté silken toy,

For her to admire afd enjoy ?

This lady has on bet parlor floor

A lovely mg, frors Syrian shore;

Its figures are woven with curious art—

1 wish that my Iady had in her heart

One thought of lg}e for those foreign homes,
Where the light of the gospel nuver comes.

Tao shield my Iady from chilling draft,

Is a Japanes¢ freeh of curious craft..

She takes thé somfort its presence gives,

But in her liektt siot one thought lives—

Not one litt1é thought—ab, me! sh, me!

For the comfoftless homes that lie over the sea,

My lady in gown of silk is arrayed,
The fabric s3oft was in India made, )
Will she think OF the country whence it came 7
Will she make & offering in His name,
To send the perfett, heavenly dress,
The mantle of Christ’s own righteousness,
To those who are poor and sad and foxlom,
To'thuse who know net that Christ is born 2
. Weim oy Weklthc



