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sided over or represented by bim may look for,! with eaution. TRuttheroisan obrionsconristency, :; conventionally styled Keverend, and sct apart to
from tho Inw It is cssentinl that if ho occupies s we think, pervading this ablo and noute judg: , oxcoute rortain religious offices for thoss who
n falso position, hie should with all despatch be, ment, which ¢mboldens us to believe that we aro; may chooso to attoud his ministry in the way
belped to strugglo out of it fnto atrucone  Almost, probably right in the sense which we havonttached )y most ngreenblo to them. It is natural that per-
any thing would bo less vexatious and less mis- | to certnin portions of it. And, as we read it, it sons holding theso viows should wish to cnjoy
chﬂ:vous than tho existing state of uncertainty, , scems to clafm for the Supremo Court the power,; tho mimistrations ot Enghsh and rogularly or-
for tho ill-disposed are morully suro to take  to reviow every ense, doctrinal and every other, ; dnined clergymen on theirown terms, and should
advantage of it, and tho well disposed aro debarred , that may ever ariso betwoen tho South African, regard bichops, synods, declarations of church-
by genuine scruples for wmnkiug the best of tho, biskops within the colony, nnd their preshyters.  membership, auld svery thing elso that contradicts
position which they really occupy. Mr. Long, 1f a bishop requires n preshyter to do any thing , their theory, or thwarts their undisturbed enjoy-
flatly snys thoro is no DBishop of Capetown; nnd  against tho law of tho land, Mr. Justice Water-; ment of it, ns at best a superfluity—to use one
Mr. Justico Bell, with n vchemence scldom ex , meyer is ns distinct as the Chicf Justice, that the. of their own phrases, **n something more than
hibited from tho judgment seat, supports him.,‘SuFremc Court would bo bound to interpose, and , the pure Gospel {”  Again, good and carncst
But tho Supremo Court, ns ropresented by the  uphold the presbyter against his bishop. Se far  chrchmen vary in tho colonies just as they do
majority of the judges, asscris that there isa good. Rut Mr Justico Watermeyer secms to say,| at homo in the clearncas of their perceptions,
Bishop of Capetown, and tho DBishop bimself is, that in thoe ovent of » bishop requiring any thing. sud the soundness of their judgment, and tho
anturally of the samo opinien. It is high timo,, to bo done by n presbyter which, although not in e+ ¢nt and accuracy of their information, Aund
that tho doubt were sot at rest, and that if tho, contravention of tho law of tho land. might be. tws varioty in the men themselves sufficiently
authority inherent in every true bishop in virtue,, considered by such presbyter to be in violation of  nccounts for the various degrees of readiness
of his orders and his mission is yeally Inid open tu the voluntary contract implied by ordination and | with which those who would themselves full in
contempt mainly by tho fictitiousness of certain  nstitution, the Civil Court would also possess the, readily with what is right and trao, nre- ever
legnl instrumnents which were issued »ith the , power to review the torms of the contract, and ' ready to buy peace with malcuntents by som)
design of strengthening it, those instruments  ¢™ the circumstances of tho particular case. OF, process of compromise.  Thuy, both the revival
should, as 8oon ns possible, be recalled. disowned, | course so clear-sighted a judzo has not failed to of the subjeot in the last Synod, and the subso-
nnd put in the fire:  But tho true question at the, perceive that the Civll Court, provided it was, quent petition from * out of doors” are fully
bottom of thoso doubts is one which only tho ascertnined that the contract had not been In- nccounted for. Nor1s convocation to bo blamed
Judicial Committee of the Privy Couucil can now , fringed, would have no favther function. DBut.fur heatating before it pronounces positively
satisfactorily determine, ,, before this stnge could bo arrived at, it might boj on a subject which the simplo fuct of its

But we have other reasuns for wishing that,,necessary in a given instance that th- gravestand, refercnco to convoention proves to have been tha
thia caso may como befuro the Privy Coungil— , Most vital d-ctrines of the fiith should first have, occamon of muro ar less perpléxity to those most
reasons grounded on tho terms of th  recene, hCON ragged sud tattered in open court, and durcetly ouncerned in tho settlement of it But
Judgment, and relating cspecinlly to the South, Mjudicated upon pussibly by men apenly disnsust- ' recent judgment, winlst st uphotds tho juris-
Afrivan Churches. The decision of Mr. Justice,, ing their beliefin them. ~ Would this bo tolerable? . diction of the Bishop of Cnpetown asordinary of
Boil was too passivuate to descrvo serious remark. . We trow not And, if we have not misunderstood | the Eaglish Episcupai communion within thedio-

Tho two other judgments are as conspicuvus fur,
the manifest care and conscientiousness with,,
which they wero worked out,and the Inburivusness ,,
with which the juldges had evideutly applied them |,
sclves to tho mastery of a now aud difficult subject.
The Chief Justico appears to have satisfied i,
self that ** every church and religivus communmty
in the colony must be alluwed tu exerciso churchy,
government, and to manoge its own internal,,
affairs without the interference of the Supremu,

\ir  Justice Watermeyer, we should earnest’y 'coce of Uapetown, establishes so unammously,
desire, cven on this ground nlone. that the case aund i terms 80 cwphintic as practically to have
should be re argued Lefore tho highest tribunal | set e puint at rest for ever, that 1t is n sheer
of this realm compotent to entertain it  Either, misnomer to speak of a Chusch of England in
the Bishop of Cnpetown is a spiritunl judge, or ho  Suvuth Africn, or to supposs that the church
isnot Ifheis not, Mr. Long is right, and the,, presided over by the Svuth African Bishops has
Bishop hna no jurisdiction. If he is a spiritual, any pobitical rights other than belong to every
judge, how can a merely civil court, without) voluntary assocmtion, Thero is nothing in this
express pawer given it by statute, tako coguizance,. to disturb a trae churchman,  Aud, having long
of hie judicinl geotonce, merely on the assumptivn , been cunvinced ourselves that such was the fact

Court, provided its proceedings ™ (tho proccedings

of suh church or community) ¢ wero not illegal, |
or calculated to impair tho security, peace, aud | caso, regarded at its present stage, which invites),
tranquillity then happily cujoyed in tho colony.” | 5 word or two of remark. It will bo remembered |
Understanding tl:e last clause of thissentencd  hy most porsons who take nny deep interest inj
(¢ or calenlated,” &c ) to Lo pleonastic—~n more, the South African Churches, that one of thoj
rhotarical amplification of the * illegal” just going  principal topics debated i the last Caprtown |
befere—wo helievo tho conclusion so arrived at #Synod (Junuary, 1861), was a declaration of .
oud expressed to be a8 sound as it is simple, and, chyrch-membershyp, and tbat 1t was ultimatetyy
to bo furourablo tothe Bishop of Capotown in the ' dete~mined by the Synod to refer the matter to}
particulor instance simply beeauso it enunciates  convocation, aud obtan its dehiberato judgmenty

Thero is yet ono other agpect of thisimportanty

broadly apd intelligibly the ouly principal upen | on theso threo points; first, whether it was ad. |,
which religiousliberty and toleration can continue | ¢ignblo that there should be any declarationy
to subsist in South Africn.- If i't were contrary jjof churck-membership at all.  Sccond, if any,|;
to imperial law for o colouial bishop to summon ; what 1t was to bo. Third, if none, what woulid |
bis clergy, nud toinvito tholaity to elect and send | bo the best substitute. It will be remembeted, |y
roprescutatives to a synocical gathering, to held oo, tha. in the House of Bishops a lengthened |,
common counsel ou the common interests of their  dehato ensued on the subject, the effect of which
common church ; or if the legislaturaof tho Cape \ peomingly, hns been to shelve it stne die.  Mozo
Coluny, anxious to discournge Eoglish Churchmen "rcccnt‘y the Bisbop of Loudon, whose own lean-
from setthing in South Africa, Lad ever enncted n jjpqq wore sufficiently apparent in the earlier Pe-
law ronderiug it penal to promoto or attend such yate, has presented to the Upper House a potition
o synod, then, n8 wo understand the Chief Justice. i from certain persons in and about Capetown, in

of his fallibility ? wo are thankful that tho naked truth should at
last bo so proolaimed as that: others, however
thoy may mishike, must yet admit it. Particu-
larly we trust that ove of the collateral results
of this judgment will bo to sot at rest the whola
questivn relating to declarations of church mem-
Lership. Nonoe who accept the deoisivn of the
Sapreme Court of the Cape Coluny can deny that
the Charch of that culony is a purely voluntary
association. and surely no ouo who accepts that
description of it, w.ll refuse to acknowledge both

‘ thnt tests of membership aro esseatial t0.1ts very

existence, and that it cannot bo adequately desig-
nated by any title which shall potat oncodefine tho
portion of the world where the providence of
God has planted it, and distinguish it from tho
Mother-Church, whose bishops are peers of par-
Yiament, aod which is a church established by
*aw.—Colonial Clurch Chronicle,

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED TO END Of
vo

Mr Long would base been entitled to the interdict
which lio sought; and, let it bo ndded, tho Bishop
would farther have been liable to.a criminal
presecution. But inasmuch as the Bishop did not
require of Mr. Long auything which ho was
forbidden by imperial or colonial law to do, there
was in fact no easo forthe Civil Court at all. So
gxiuclu‘or the Cluef Justitc, and wo agree with
m.

But wo aronot sure that Mzr. Justice' Water-
meyer is quito so satisfnctory. Tho report is
olearly imperfect, thereforo, where g0 much

effect praying convocation to dixcourage all de-
clarations of church-membership, but expressing
a vory particular repugnanco to the form of de-
claration framed by the first Synod of Capetown,
and made the basis of the elections of deleg:tes
to the second Synod. Wo have no-fanlt to find.
so far, with tho petitioners. Certainly somo of
i them, and probably alarge majority of those who
sympatnso with-them in and around Capetown,
are not membors:of our church, have no'idea of
any church except as o number of unconncoted
and’ indcpendent congregations, and ho other

W E. Prescott; Rov, S. C. H. Durham; 8. K.
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