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THE CANADA LUMBERMAN.

THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI DISTRIOT.

meumfw, Misx., August 25.~Tho local
lumberman’s exchange met Inst cvemng. and
afliried the action of the mecting hetd here on
Friday of last week and advancei the
prico of common lumber, dimension, and ¥ and
1) stock 81, as agreed, but dechined to advance
tho prico of fencing. This action was nmch'cd
only Locause fencing is already higher at Min
neapolis that at aluost any other point, At
Winona, La Crosse, Dubuque, Fort Madison,
and Chinto No. 1 fencing is quoted at $15, and
at Burlington $14 ; Eau Clniro and Necedah at
812 60, and Minnoapolis at 816, Second fonc-
ing here is quoted at 812, and at jower niver
points at 12,60, The claim is made, howover,
that there is about 81 difforence 1n tho grade.
The sccretary of tho exchange was directed to
notify the exchangos in other citios of the action
regarding foncing, and the reason thercfor.
And  Just how gonemally it will  be
adopted remains to be scen, sinco ono or two
firns are reported not to have changed thewr
lists— to all their customers, at loast—after the
May meeting. Theso wore small dealers.

The advent of the Chicago, Burlinglon ana
Quincy 1 think played a part in bringing about
the advance in tho list. Reprosentatives of the
road busied themselves for a tuno going up and
down the river sccking to make the most favor
able contract possible for something over 20,-
000,000 feot of tumbers, chiofly G x b x16, Mr.
Joyce,of Lyons,nadoa bid of §16 per thousand
at the mill, an? the La Crosse inanufacturers
rofused to bid altogether. So did the firms at
Winona, Mr, Weyerhacuser took in the order,
so ho says, at $16.50. Possibly the itom of
transjortation figured i the witimate sate, The
new lino is destined to use a great deal of
lumber, both in bridges and trestle work. It
traverses tho ocast bank of tho Missi.eij pi
protty faithfully and encounters a succession
of streams and run ways, so that the proportion
of bridge material will be much larger than
used 1n the building of prainie roade,

The intimato relationship oxisting between
the Manitoba and the Burlington received
further proof at tho anuual mceting of the
Manitoba, which was lield on Fiiday, and ot
which Mr. Henry D, Manot, who s largely
interested, asis his father, in the Burlington
road, wasolected a director in the Manitoba.
E. P, Reynolds & Co., of Rock Island, are to
build all the road boluw the mouth of the
Wisconsinand D. C. Shepherd & Co, of St.
Paul, all north of that eacopt 30 miles opposite
Winona. The huois to bo completed within a
year and word will be prosccuted all wanter,

T. B. Walker has about completed arrange.
monts for the building of another saw mill in
the mill in the Rod niver valloy, this time at
Grand Forks, The project has been considered
fora year, but Mr. Walker thinks it will go
through now. He is having some of the logs
sawed at Mr, Mudgett’s mill, a singlo caircular
mill, at tho present time, and 13 runnng his
Crookston mill to its full capacity.

The Manitoba Company has a crew of eongin-
cers in the ficld surveying a line southeast from
Crookston below Leech lake.  This is the third
company which has penetrated that region and
the prospects are that the great pine forest
north of the Northern Pacific in Minnesota
will very soon he traversed by one or more
railroads, Of coarxe this means tv the Jumber-
mnen botter facilities for getting into the woods
and in handling supplies and the multiplication
of railroad saw mills. But it has a wider
significance. 1t will be remembered that at the
Iast scssion of the legislature an act was passed
transferring the grants of land originally made

to the Duluth & Winnipeg to the Bramerd &
Northern, provided that the Duluth & Winui-
peg should not build its line by August of next
year  The grant consists of 2,000,000 actes of
land lying in tho pine region north of the
Northern Pacific and valucd at £2,000,000 or
$3,000,000. Whilo it wasx claimed by Mr
Kindred, the prime tnover in the Brainerd &
Northorn, that tho new road was to be an
independent ono with its southern terminus at
Brainerd, the gencral impression provailed that
it was to Lo a feedor of the Northern Pacific
and that the latter road was to in this way
invade Manitoba's territory it the Red River
valley. Tho lineas surveyed extends to Red
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Lake Ialls,  Thin invasion the Manitoba
threatens to resent by building the Duluth &
Winnipeg, and practically paralleling  tho
Northern Pacitie from Crookston ® Duluth,and
by an extension of its Grand Forka and Devil's
Lake division to some point on tho Missouri
river. A second object ia alned at in the
project.  ‘Tho Maniteba is now compelled to
carry such businocss ns is designed for Duluth
by a circuitous route via St. Cloud and Hinck
loy from the Red River valley, Tho new line
will give it a dircct route and place itin a
position where it can at least defend itself
against the Northern Pacitic. Thero is every
indication that tho great northern Juinber region
is the next battlo ground of milroads in this
stato and that the great domain above the
Northern Pacific, much of which is desirable
agricultural land, is abuut tu Le made accesxible
for population.

Heath Brothems, who havd for a number of
years operuded o saw mill near Pine City, have
susigned with liabilities of about 813 00V with-
out assuts cnough to pay it.

it is annvunced hero that tho Chicago,

Stiwsukes & St. Paul will build its line Kan-
gas City from Ottuinwa, Iuwa, sonthwest and
that the work will be undertaken very early
nest apring  This ste}. is in vetalintion for the
invasion of its territory in the Northweat by the
Burlington—and so the war goes on.

The saw mill« are still pegging away at the
logs and will cut up about 50,000,000 feet this
wonth, Opinions are divided about the num-
ber of logs yet in the pond. John Do Laittre
places it at 145,000,000 and Mi. Farnham at
125,000,000, Tt is admitted now that from
20,000,000 tn 10,000,000 f «t will he carrind ~ver
under the most favorablecircumstances, but all
depends upon what shrinkage has: occurred in
the old logs. Logs have bLeen coming in freely
which were cut five years ago and the owners
now ntertain the hopo of Leing able to deter
mine just how much their long carried wood
scale has shrunk in the process of time,

J. H, Upham, of Iuluth, was the successful
bidder at the assignee’s sals of the mill
property of the Paige-Sevsmith Lumber com-
pany on Tucsday., He got it for 833,500,
whereas it i said that the first cost was about
$150,000. ‘There was a number of prominent
lumbermen at the sale and much interest was
manifested. Bidding started at §25,000. Itis
believed Upham bought the property a= a
speculation. —Nurthiweester n Lumberman,

SYMPTOMS OF IMPROVEMENT,

The Zémber Trades Journal says. —-In vur
last number we referred to the turning point
in trade as somothing not likely to be very
remote, if it had not already arnived, and we
pointed out frumn tho public returns the evidence
that no nnprovement was yet visible 1 the
official documents of the national business,
Novertheless the probability of a better state
of thigs being near at hand was distmctly
intimated, and 1w the week that hassince passed
that view has been visibly sustained.

In our itapression of June 20th we recorded
the salo of a cargo of hewn pitch pine ex
Medbor, from Charleston of good ditensions,
at Liverpool, which fetched under the hammer
on an average very little over a shilling per
cubic foot, the highest price ubtained for 60 ft.
long and upwards by 18 and 19 [nch beinyg 1s.
13d. per foot, or 663, Gd. per load, whilo most
of the cargo, including pieces 50 to 58 feet long
by 15 in, square, brought only 1s. per foot, It
is true the reporter qualifies the circuinstance
by stating that * the juality, like the price was
also low.” At the sume salo tho highest price
that could be got for St. John and Halifax
spruce, of best sizes and lengths, was £6 bs.
to £7 23. Gd. But even as lale as July &ith
pitch pine of fine dimensions and goud uality,
say 70 feet long, way to be had for 13%d. per
fuut, thuugh chuice luts went lugher, and at the
same timo three cargoes of spruce were sold,
only one of which averaged over £6(£6 4s. 6d.)
Lot us contrast this with the Liverpool sales
roported in our last number, whero notliing less
than £6 13s, was paid 1ur regulars St. John
sprico 3x9, and as high as £7 13s, for 3x11 of
good lengths 12 ft_ aud upwards. This sale
may Le regarded as testifying to an advance of

at least 10s, & standard on spruce, and it has

2ecurred in the faco of a groat many timber
ships arriving ; more, in fact, by some 14 than
eamo into London the same week. No sales
of hewn piteh pane tuok plate, but sawn, which
has somctitnes gono at lower prices than the
Iarge hewn timber, was evidently on finm
ground, as most of it was withdrawn in
oxpectation of doing better Inter on, though
somo of it fetched 181, per foot cube,

Liverpool being the chief emporiwin of spruce
and pitch pine, on account of its readiness of
nccess from the Atlantic and its great trade
with tho manufacturing districts, is naturally
looked to for the tendency of tho market in
those goode, and their public sales being of
cargovs, ur large parcels, of ono descniption of
timber, they are njoro casily followed and
reckoned up, if wo ay use the term, than the |1
wtermingled vanety ot specitications from all
parts of the wor d which crowd our London
catalogues,

It iy true that ono swallow does not meke a
swmmer, and a conaderable influx of goods of
one kind svon checks a rising demand. The
anxiety to realize when macy competitors aro
at our heels niny bring down spruce again, snd
as a matter of fact the saie of Mossr Mackay
which wo report this week ; hardly scems to
shuw a shght weahness i prices. The captain
who knows pretty nearly how many ships were
on their way, or loading with the same stuff
for tho same port, if he happens to g2o a quick
passage, and ix beforehand with tho most of
them, will like to avail himself of his oppor-
tunity, and makc his market before their
arrival  This principle porvades overy trade,
and prices aro brought down by those who
st tenlice as soun as pussibie, in order to
meot their own engagements., Otherwise there
is nothing to disturb the trade in the fact of
the importation continning its activity. There
is still a comsidera? "~ quantity of timber goods
in arrcar of last y 3 import, and a general
inpression prevail that it will not be effaced
befure the close of the season—that, in fact,
there is no disposition abread to load our
markets too heavily. It is even thought that
the shippers canuot do it now, oven if they
wore 8o inclined, withoue damaging their own
cause, and the risk of losing more thas could
be gained by .

Qur Stockholin coirespondent considers that
the autumn shipments from Sweden will be
very moderate, though by thestatistical returns
up to the end of June 1t doet not appear that
the export of deal and timber from Sweden
was Ly any means a smasll one in companson
with other years It was only a trifle below
that of last year and 1883; but it was about
30,000 standards more than in 1882, and
considerably more than double that of 1881, as
thus: The export of deals this year was 283,¢
405 atandards ; that of 1881, 109,158 standards;
Inst year to same dato the export of deals
was 294,094 standards ; the differenco in excess
of the present was not four per cent., and tho
floating down of goods to the saw mille on
many of the principal rivers of Sweden is said
to be nearly over. Thero is, doubtless, plenty
of stock in some hands, but on the whole the
supply is said to be by no means excassive.

Tho legitimate trade of this conatry can still
take its regular supplies; and, counting on its
customary vutlets, Sweden might tind a destin-
ativn fur all she desires to ship without push-
ing the goods on reluctant markets. But it
happens, unfortunately, that speculation is
suspended for a while in France.  The cholera
opidemic has damped all the ardour'of buyers
Ly its reappearance at Marseilles, and where a
great trade was expusted to be done no orders
it seems can be obtained. This will be somo
disadvantage to the British impcrters, because
a guod deal that was intended for France will
possibly be landed here instead. On the other
hand, both in Sweden and Finland the stock is
said tv bo lower than usual, and shipments are
hikely to be very moderate for the rest of tho
RCRBON.

In no articlo of merchandise has the depres-
aivm in trade been made moro manifest thanin
that of copper, & metal of which money is
coined, and which might thereforo be expectod
to roaintain its eround better than less valuable
productions, This time last year it was worth
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£55 per ton, and tho year bofore it waw above

£63 at this period.
ton, and tho market not firm at that, T,
importa of North American copper have been
more than doublo what they were Inst year o

Now it is below 243 pey

his timo, and that year sent us more than

doubloe the quantity of 1882, The recent fal] fs
#23id to have shut up several of tho amatle
copper mines in tho Lake Superior district,
But tho Iargor can atill work without luss by

heir greator facilities in machinery, and per

haps richer veins of ore.  Thoy are, however,
anxiously looking for a revival of trade b;
restore prices to somsthing moro liko & living
profit than they admit of now,

Trade scems to have been gradually bowed

down for the last two years, and to have alinost
lost all chance of ngain roasserting itsell with

ts ancient vigor. Xverywlmre production i

vvorloading 1t, and it must quail still furthes
undor the accumulation, unless some check
can be found to restrain production withiy
roasonable bounds. It is assumecd that wheg

t 110 longer pays to prvduce an articlo of trade
t will no longer be prepared for market till

better price can bo obtained for it. This iy
true in theory, but it not always 80 1n practice,
A going concern which turns a great deal of

nonoy dies hard, else how docs it happen that

s0 many imnportant manufactories stop fur large
sums of money and with very msigmficant
assets? They must have long beon insolvent,
but st1ll staving off the catastrophe as lung as
possible. When all chance of redecming their
lorses hes faded away, then step in the lawyer
aud his satellites, and tho property and plant
aro sacrificed to tho still further injury of the
trade.
is found w take the works at a reduced reat,
and competition and heavy oxpensos perhaps
boat him out of the market at last in the same
way ns his predecessors in the business were
ovicted ; and by thia fatality of working for
nothing, as it were, the trade is damaged
through all its branches till nobody can without
great difficulty and some good luck make a
living by it.

Another adventurer with some capital

Thus we sce, when a great depression has
provailed over trade for any considerable time,

how many tangled obligations have to be
unravelled before it can recover itself and re-
sume its ancient cnterprise and power.

But to that desirable end there must, sooner

or lator, be a beginning, and in the timber

trade at least the fact of a palpablesmprovement
in the spruce sales and a firmer tone in those of
Southern pine may fairly be regarded as afford.
ing a rcasonable hope that we are once more on
the road to the good time coming, though of
that even now we may entertain some doubt as
to its very close proximity.,

$100, TRACTION ENGINE PRIZE.
From the Ontario Reformer, August 2Sth,

We are informed that the manufacturem of
Teaction Eugines, except the proprietors of the
Hall Works have dnclined to compste for the
8100 prize offered by Capt. McMaster, Vice
Piesid~at of Toronto industrial Associating, and
that therefore the Association aro about to with-

draw the prize.

The proprietors of the Joseph Hall Machine
Works promptly informed the Sectetary of the
Association that they would compete for the
prize, snd have gone to v- ry considerable expenss
to do eo. ‘e cannot see the justice of with-
drawing the prize, In some lines of cattle only
one exhibitor has been preeent, and yet the prize
was not withdrawn. The fact that the manu.
facturers of So cALLED TRAacTiON ENGINES do
not feel inchned to meet the Now Tractionin o
fair contest, under the direction of competent
and disinterested judges, i no reason for with~
drawiog the prize. The Hall works Enginewill
however, be on hand at the exhibition, ready to
subinit to cny tests toat may be demanded.

Mr. Glen, M. P., General Manager of the
Hall Works, 10forms us that they will couple a
Ten Horae Rubicon Traction Engine to sny 16
Horae Power Tiaction Evgine made in Cansda.
and if the 10 Hurse Rubican canuot draw the 16
Horse of any Usnsdian make backwards, they
will abandon their claim to the $100 prize,

A FIRE st Barrow-in-Farneas destroyed the
works of tbe Barrow ship building company,
causing & loes of £100,000,



