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gegiag maoners.  None, therefore, ought to re-
gard themsclvea as having & call to the ministry,
except such as have rational grouad to conclude
that, besides peronai piety and good intentions,
they possess eapacities and quabities wlieh are
likely to render them waeful  Again, us there
must be first an inward call fiom Gul 1o devote
oneself 10 s service 1 the Guepel, founded npon
thiese considerations, and also an outward call w
tha providence from the church. to consttute a
vahid autharity to exercive the fanctionsof the min.
istey ; and as the pastoral relation cannot be legn.
jately formed without the consent of the people,
ft becomes the solemn duty of u comgregation,
inteading to invite one to be over them m the
Lord, to he well asanred of the good charicter and
picty of the person whom they would seleet 0
that high and awfully important ollicr, and 10
ascertain by personal experience hts ministerial
gifts; nay, it 13 incumbent upon them in these
circumstance3 to *try the spints,” aud a3 those
who consult the glory of God, the grod of Hhs
church, and the welfare of themselves and their
posterity, and know that the matter is in the hand
of Gud, to be faithful in muaking it the subject of
calm and prayerful consideration, and conscien-
tious in nnt asking any one to take the spintual
oversight of them and thewr fanilies, but o pereon
who is well approved among tien, scems 1o be the
beat fitted that shey ean obtain 10 edify themeelves,
and appeara to be really sent of God  And after
& minister hias been inswalted in his oftics, the
people aught to remember that they have a duty
g0 pegfonn to lum, as well as he to them ; and to0
give um all due encovragement ia the Lord, not
only by supplying him liberally with whatever his
teaiporal necessities demnnd, that he may gve
umezelf wholly to Ins work, aud that he way be
raised above those cares which are m a thousand
ways injunous to its suceess, and 1o the best in-
terests of the people themselves, but alw Ly
striving with liim in prayer to God for a blessing,
co-operating wath hims in s plans of usefulness,
and strengthemng g hands for s Ingh, arduous,
and evangelistic labonrs,

3. The peculiar function of the Ruling Eider, is
to govern. *‘I'o him it belongs not to preach or
adnunister the sacranent, nor assume any of the
duties of the Pastor, nor unneceasarily entrench
upon his work.” ‘There are, however, various
duties besides these cannected with government
and discipline,whicl it1a not only competent for the
Ruling Elder to perform, but wluch, for the ad-
vancament of truth and godlincss, he is called m
his office 10 discharge.  On this rubjeet, our synod
has already put forth the following deliverance -
* Let the Elders be admonished that their work
does not consist in attending to the collectinns, or
any merely external regulations of the houce of
God, theugh in the absence of other office-bearers
they may be charged with these concems, in ad-
dition to their own peenliar and indispenzable du-
ties,—that theiroffice is to watch for souls, 10 tule
in the church, and capecially and peeuliarly to
asiat the miniter in visiting the sick, instituting
and conduchng prayer mectings, inquiring after
the fruits of the preaching of the Word, superin-
tending Sabbath Schools, promoting the observ-
ance of family worship, aud in faithfully adminis-
tering the discipline of the church.”—Minutes of
Synod, 10th Oct., 1844.) More particulasly ac-
cording to Guthrie, “ the duties of the Elder-
ship are those that belong to watching over and
ruling of the flock, and they be of two sorta,—
some that they are to perform by themeselves alone,
and so may be calied more private duties ; others,

that they are to perform jointly with the rest of |

the oversecrs of the house of God. and may be
called more pudlic. The duties of their calling
that be more private, arc all those that private
christians are bound to perform each of them unto
snother by the law of gharity and love, and
these are to in<truct one another—to exhort, and
stir tip one another, to provoke unto love and
works, to admonish and rebuke one another,

et privately; and if they will not hearken, then

Lefure witneawea ; and of yet they will not heatken,
then to tell the chuteh 5 and if they will ot hear
the church, then let them be unto us as heathens
and publicans—to conifort the afllicted and eup.
port the weak—=to restore those that are falfen
—to reconeile those that are at vadtince—1to puay
! one for anothere=to viut the mick. and tho-¢ who
are 1 bonds ol dhstress. Al these dusies Ehders
are to petfonm to the several members of the cone
gregation, by virwee of their eallinge,
tees do expressly wmention come of themn ay -
cumbent unto then, 10 wit, adimomenng those
over whom God hath set them viaung and pray.
wgg over the «ek, feding the flockh by wstrietion,
exhortation, rebubie vl comafort, m such a way as
, 1 competent to their viatten The test we inay
warrantably gather by annlory and proportior, from
these  And f private chinstiaus be obhaed theieto,
much mose are cinistion ellers, who have chaige
of souls in a spee.al wav ot hged thereto,. @ @
"The duties of Llders slich are more publie, and
which thev are to perform juntly seth others, are
those wiuch fie upen them an the assembues, or
courts of the church, suinch are made up of preach-
ing Elders, Teaching Elders, and Ruling Etdess.
« « & x 2 Inaiasembhiea of the church.
Ruling Blders bemg thereto nghtly called, have
power to sit, wraie, debate, vote ard conclude
all mattess that are handied therein,  *Lhe things
which ase handled in the gavanblies of 1he churel,
be enber masters of fah, matters of order, mai-
tery of diseiptine, or 1hat which concerneth the
seadmg of church oflicers, accarding to which thev
have o fon-fi'd power (1) ‘That whichs called
Dagmatic, whewby they mdire of truth and error
m pomts of doctrine. according to the Word of
God only (2 ‘That wlueh is ealled Diatactic
by which they diceern and ndge of the circum-
stanees of those thinga that belong to the workup
of God, as tmes, places, persong, and all such
pa- tantars in eeciesiazue affairs 2~ are not deter-
mmed in the Word, accord g to the general rules
thereof concerning order and deceney, avoidg of
seandal, doing all to the glory of God, and the
edifying of the chureh,  (3) That which is eritic
or eorrective, by which crnsures are excreised
upon the scandalous and ob<tinate, and svely ae
are penitent again admitied to the ordinareca,
fellowship, and soriety of the clivrch (1) That
whieh iz ealled Erxusiastie, by virtue of which
they send, authorize, and pive power to church
oflicers to gerve m the houee of God  All asrein-
tics are not to exercise all these powers, but 10
keep themeelves within due bounds; the infener
leaving these thinga that are of more common
concernment to the supevior, but jo all these
powers Ruling Elders have a share, and do pmt
forth the same in exercice accarding to the mea-
sure that helonga 1o the assembly whercof they
are members.  Howbeit the exccution of some
deerees of the church acsemblies, such as the im-
position of hands in ordination, the pronouncing
the sentence of excominun cation, the receiving of
penitents, the intimatien of the deposition of min-
wters, and such like, dobelons to ministers alone ™
Such being the duties of the eldership, let ve
next mguire, what are the qualifications requimee
for holding the officr? Although age may be
expreied to fumish gravity, cxperience, and re.
spect, yet ¢ muliitude of years deoes not always
teach wisdom,” neither ie advancement in lfe mn-
dispensable.  Grace and maturity of wirdom are
the main qualificatione.  The acnptures inform e
that * an Elder nnet be blameless, the husband of
one wife, having faithful children, one that rleth
" well hi own houre, having his children in subjec-
tion with all gravity ; not aceuted of riot, or un-
ruly, not telf-willed, not scon angry, not given to
wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre: but a
lover of horpitality, a laver of good men, saber,
just, holy, temperate, and sound in the faith, io
charity, in patience.”  Hence, it will appear that
the Ruling Elder, as well as the Pastor should be
d of piety, beeause no other qualification
can make amends for the waot of graec, because
{ his office which is epiritua! demands it, and it is
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l practically necrmary to the 1ight Jdischasge of s
t dutica,—tha, he should be intelhygently eihiodes
t 3u his ereed, 1n onder 10 be able 1o detect, tgnove
i and endeavour to repres the first risjnge of ersor
{ in doctnne ; that, if possiblc, his views of things
+ be by natage and education more enlnsged than
_those of 1uen in general, eo that he muy be able to
Jmnmtan legimmate mffuence and authonty, snd
take a lead o mattees pertaiming to religon ; that
he Le poreesed of the grace of prudence and
1 good Judgment for the aght dicharge of fus ofien
| ditlicult and delicate dutiea; that he be faithfyl
the gavernment of his howeehold, and 1o the obaeee
vance of fannly worsdup ; that he be exemplary in
ks outward conduct, not allowing his good tv Le
eut spoken of, nor any repreach to be brougat
upon reagion by inducretion on Ins pact ; thet he
be a mau of envegy, zeal and hberuluy,ro that he
may scck 10 promote both the punty, and exion.
of the chiurch 3 that he possese an enlightened ste
tavhment to the pnuciples and constitut.on of the
church to which he oclongs, in order that lie uap
be able to defend hus personal postion sud acw,
and resist innovation i chmch government, hu,te
fuf to the cause of the Redeemer, aud inconsistent
Dwih seriptuzal authoniy 5 and, that wbove all, Le
bie a man of p ayer, so that his office may be cver
put forth w dependauee, upon the gouce and aid
of Him tlough whom aiene they cun becuue
suecessful.

Al while the Elders ave charged to be faithful,
we would rennad you, that itis not cotnpeten for
any one sponrancousiy to assume e oftice, bt
wen must be nogularly caited theeeto, and eet
apart for 8 by the church. It therefore beconies
tho:e who are i cicumstances (o dewighue pess
eonz to thie office, to be expreany caefully to
{ seleet such a3 they believe will fill it with creent
1 and efiicieucy.  Amd as no chuech court mny Iny
| hands on any iran, and erdain bim 1o the nenisury,
fcontrary to the will of the congregaton over
i whieh he s to be piaced, w0 neither may it vtoam
; any man to the eldentup, withow the Joupls’s

coment. Whin the session has resolved to add
llo it number, the mitinve in the appointment
should tegin with the congregation ; st any tutn,

their consent taust be obtaed b fure any decitive
step can be talen towards the ordmution of new
elders  Therefore, let the congrepations of our
chwich consuler how responeible and me mentous
I the duty ¢f vonunating men to such an clice,
y when the resat may be dieher most benefieiad
{eor most disas rous to the interests of religion.
+ Andan the appoiniment of new Elders, in any
"ease, fet the chastian pecple, as those v ho would
be faihiful to a sacred trust, and who bave an ine
, tethpem concern for the welfare and future pro-
pniesy of the chureh, get all presciiptive ideas, and
{ puvate con~iderations acide, and look out for men
| of faith, and picty, and zeal, who will prove in 2H
things examples to the flack, and forenioet
every geod work., Let thom at the some time
{ learn, that as Ruking Elders have been regula.iy
. ealled 10 their office, they are invested with power,
. not indeed in temporal matters. but what is net
l the Iess real on that account, with an anthority in
matters «f religion aud conseirnce—a  spiritval
power ** which iy given to them for edification and
not for destructinn,” and is 1o be used with all
holv discretzon, meckness and charity,—a power
which is as necessary and is as clearly eet forth in
in the word, as autherity to preach,— Matt, xxi.
l 19. The Elders are called by the people, vet 1ot
{ tt ke bome in mind, that ther receive not their
power from them,  The very act of ardination by
the ministers of the word, after election by the
congregation, shows that their power in derived
from arother rource. They are eet apartin the
name and by authority of the Lord Jeens Chrior.
And as their official power is conferred by Him,
s0 they arc acccuntable to I{im, and not 1o man,
for the manner ‘n which they discharge their du.
tiea. It is indecd at all times competent for any
individual to bring forward wcll-founded charges
against any of the office-hearers of the chureh;
and these will be patisatly listened s, fully cow-




