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to be sent in to the Clerk befure the 4th June,

The evening sederunt of next ordinary meet-
ing to bedevoted to conference upon this sub-
Jeet, and all elders invited to attend.

The Elora case oceupiced some time. Mr, Me-
Gregor not being present, aml the reasons
stated by him in a letter to the Modurator not
betng dectired atisfactory, the Preshytery ve

solved to praceed sginst him by liiel, aud |

prepared alibel which the Clerk was instruct-
ed to have served upon him, and the Presby-
tery agreed to hold a tuecting at Galt on “Fues-
duy the 2nd day of June, at noon, in order to
consider” the relevancy of the libe), with au-
thority, should a call from Allansville be for-
warded, to take up the matter, as also any
business uecessary to be completed before the
mieeting of Synod.
M. Y. Srark, Presby. Clerk.

Communications, £¢.

WHAT 1 WITNESSED AT PETERBORO,
C W.—A VERITABLE ACCOUNT.

Journeying hither and thither in quest of

fiealth, I reached the above-named town, about
thie beginning of the present month. During

1wy brief, but pleasant sojourn there, cvents of

(in this country at least) a somewhnt novel
character transpired, of which, for many rea-
sons, it were unwise to keep no record, although
the chief actorain the scene would, we doubt
not, greatly prefer that it should pass unnoticed.
The act of which an nccount fullows, and to
which by their presence and influence they lent
their sanction, will not bear close examination.
A chureh, with a large picee of ground attached,
now of considerable value, on which, from time

to time, large sums have been expended, where-
in, morcover, for upwards of twenty years, the
people have been accustomed to nssemble for
worship, has been wrested from them by a few
persons professing to adhere to the Presbyterian
Church of Canada in connection with the
Church of Scotland, Of these few, we werein.
formed by parties thoroughly conversant with
2l the facts of the ease, not over half a dozen
ever contributed anything towards the erection
of the Luilding, or the repairs subsequently
made upon it, to which, however, isa irmed,
they possess a legal, if not a moral and cquitadle
title.” Truly, the oceurrence of such cases,
shews, beyond a doubt, that the distinetion so
often made Letween law and equity, is not im-
aginary but real. The people, almost the en-
tire body of whom are attached to the Preshy-
terian Church of Canada, could not but feel,
though law was against them, that they were
unjustly deprived of their propesty,
Luilt it—they repaired it—they oceupied it, un-
molested for a lengthened period, and now par-
ties who have no eqitable right or elaim to
it, step in and demund possession.  Oa the
Sabbath morning, after the usual services had
been concluded, the pastor of the congre-
gation reed a notice, signed hy three indi-
viduals (distinguished triumvirate) claiming
key and kirk as theirs—theirs only and al.
together. In course of the statement, given
by the pastor to his attentive, and'decply affect-
eg flock, reference was made to <¥i5rnption
times, both in Scotland and GCanada ; the canses
that led to these important and memorable
events, ut the close of whieh, he requested all
who intended to abide by him as their pastor,
and the church of which he is a minister, and
aid in the erection of a new bouse of worship,
to stand up, when, 10 our great deligh there
_arose, as if gnimated Ly one feeiing, o large
‘giam of pwople R@), Wemen, Milden Qngo

===

They -
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faces of many of them as we glaneed round )
! upon them, deep emotion was visibly seated.
| The writer himself, whether from sympathy
with pastor and peaple, or feom tear of betns
i taken for an old churel man, matters not to vour
. teaders, on the sumnons from the pulpit, started
to lus feet, anniogs for a time, however binef, to
be identstied with the proposcd hiteral exodus
from the < auld kick.” " On the aftcenoon of the
. same day, Rev, Mr. MeKerras of Bowmanille,

preached by appointment of Pre<hytery, who,

s after pretty broadly insinuating that the reenes -

. of which, in common with myself, ke had been
© o witness, were unsttited to the winetity of the |
Sabbath, intimated that on Tuesday evening, .

at a certain hour, Dr Barelay of Toronto, would

preach and preside, when, (<til} allading to the
worthy pastor’s statement to his people in the -

forenoen), to use an old Seoteh proverh, it

would be acen *every story has 100 sides”
i this sapient, sententations announcement, we,
and others present, understood the meaning to
be,—that, t‘wn and there, o full, fair, frauk cx-
' planation would be given of the course they
| 1ntended to pursue, or discussion of the great
! quiestions at issue between their church and

! widely apart.  This impression was confirmed
{ by the cirenmstance that on the day preceding
| that one, on the evening of which the great

meeting was to be held, information was con-
! veyved to Mr. Roger that he would be expected
* there to defend himself, failing wiueh, he would
¢ be rezarded as having acted in an unfaic and
! highly improper manter towards the established

chureh party, in the reference made to then
I from the pulpit on the preceding Sabbath, At
{ the time specified, and with the expectation of
being ¢alled upon to *“ contend™ for the disput.
ed principles of the Presbytering Church of
Cannds, Mr. Roger, accompanied by 8 few
clerieal confreres, appeared, and awaited the

leasure of our friends of « the apposition,”
K)nging greatly to hear, agreeably to the an-
nouncement  of Rev. Mr. McKerran, *“the
other side of the story.” We, however, and
the people as well, were doomed to be disap-
pointed, for no allusion was made—no, not
even by Mr. McKerras, either to their “side of
the story” or to ours Of that meeting,
of which beforchand so much was said, and to
1 which, with come degree of anxiety, we had

! onrs, and what at this moment keeps u2 go ,
{
'
!
|

clay—the chief spokesman on the oceasion—

clined discussion—disclaimed all intentions to
! teound the feolings of the people, (whose church
' he was taking away) declared that the Church
" of which he was proud to Le a minister, had

of

after, a Congregationsl mecting was held,
which, thongh at a busy season of the year,
was larger than was ueunl on such veeasions, at
whivh resolutions to abanden, at once, the old
lace of wordiip, and meet for & time in the
Town Hall or Court Houw,~to atk from the
party by whom they had been o unjustly de
prived tin a moral polut of view) of their
property, no compensation for recent ottlay on
the Church,—to purchinse us a gite for & new
Chureh, n picee of ground in a eentral past of
the Town, relcoted Ly the office.bieurcrs; 10
appoint & Bulding  Committee, with instrue-
tiohs to pracure a suitable plan and specifica.
tions, and open asuleeription let, und, with alt
convanent speed take steps 1o have & hons
crected some time ip the fall,—were unanimove
Iv adopted,  We may state that at the meet-
ing, the subscription lirt was begun and about
£1,500 subseribed, whith, without auy diffieul-
ty or great excertion, the friends liope to raise
over £2,000, which, it is supposed, wi)l be
abtiout the cost of a Church of the size and style
required.  Our friendsof the kirk have, as your
readers will gather from this notice, uninten.
tionully of course, done good service to our
cauee in Poterboro’ §n breaking in upon the
repose of our mewmbers and adherents there,
whe, in truth, stood greatly in need of & larger,
handeomer, and more commodious place of
worship. It must have been highly gratifying

indeed to the execllent minister of that congre.

. gation, who, for nearly n.quarter of a century,
has had the sririxuul oversight of them, to

' witness the cor

Jooked forward, the result was, that Dr Bar- :

|

and pre-cminently & man of peace, plainly de- !
i

f

always acted on the prineiple, that controversy !
| was inexpedient and injurions—that, in shart, '

no
!it. Such in substance, was the drift of the
| Doctor's statement, with which, of course, we

| satisfied, as it was intimated, that then no dis-
cussion was desired, nor would be permitted.
We do not remember ever to have felt more

goodd, to either party had ever come out of |

4
!
|
were compelled, for the time at least, to rest '
!

|

surprised, rot to say amused, at the cool, quiet, |

! self-possessed, and bland manner and tone in ;
I
t

, which the Reverend Doctor expressed his un-
| willinguess to « excite hostile feclings” on the
, part of the friends present, and Lis anxicty to

and affection with which, notwithstanding his
demand, that they should surrender the pro-
! perty to whish they alone had a just title, he
| regarded them, Wedid notthink his procecding
altogether accorded with the apostolic injune-
tion, to * Love not in sword only, Lut in deed.”
Thaagh, however, hindered from entering upon
the subject that evening, Mr. Roger called the
! cople together the night following, when ad-

un‘;rcss themn with a conviction of the interest |

esies explanatory of our position and prindi-
Elcs, ntghurch, were delivered to & very |

and atteative auditery. On the Mepday |

iality, unanimity, and prompti.
tude of his Hock, in whose affections it is evi.
dent, heis firmly entrenched.  Long may he be
gpared to minister among them in holy things,
and stronger and more tender grow the ties
that bind them together—presenting to the
view of all around, the lovely spectacle of
“ birethren dwelling together in yaity.”
J.B.D.
May, 1837,

STATISTICS
Of Evangelical Churches in the United States,
for the Year 1§55, Condensed from the latest
of Dr. Baird's ** Religion in America™

Congregation- Chu's. Mia's. Neml's, Popula's,
al (orthodox). 2,450 2,327 210,400 2,000,000
Presbyterian. . 5,116 6,145 716,318 3,500,000
Lutheran,.,...1,.70 1000 235,000 950,060
But Dr. Baird says ** by uniting the Préaby-
terinns and Congregationalists, which as the
arc in many importaut respects the same, o
entirely proper,” and also by ranging the Lu-
theran with the Presbyterian, with which it
subatantinlly agrees on Church governmont,
we have but four great families of Evangelical
Chiurchies in the United States, viz:
Chu's  Min's Membders  Popnistiens
Eplscopal. 1,333 1,742 107,850 1,012,000
Presbvtn 12,466 9,472 1,161,318 6,250,000
Baptist... 14,070 9,476 1.322,469 6,000,000
Methodist 14,500 8540 1,698,794 §,500,000

Total.... 41,859 29,480 4,170,431 17,762,000

Mecthodist Local preachers, 12,618; makiog in
all 42,058 preachers exclusive of the Licenti-
ates of the Brenbvterﬁan and Baptist Churchies,
which amounted 1,400, of whom 854 were
Presbyterians

There were in connection with the Gebersl
Assembly (Old School) of 148: Candidates for
the ministry, 481; amount contributed for
Congregational purposes, £1,725,625, fur Board
and Church extension, $186,445.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES AXD COLL30)R 1IN TRE
Ustrep Staman~The Rev. J, Freeman, Corres-
nding-Secretary of the New York Baptist
Jnioo, for ministerial edpcation, gives the fgh



