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do as lie pieascs,and what lic pleases. "ieI workethi ail things after the
counsel of 1)is own will; and we know, and are sure thiat lic neyer
wilis to do wrong, to bc cruel, or unjust. Ail that lie duecs is donc in
liariony withlbis nature. Sow w'e kîîow that bis nature is love; and
thierefore ina.levolenice eau neyver iii thle nature ofth.iings ha-.ve.anytlhing
to do witl i s sovereigu nets. If lie were a inalevolcint Being, his
sovcecigntýy would be cruel, nînilevolent, inaliclo us, inaiigii.ný sover-
eigrnty. But it is ciiltful to kunow tliat the sovcreigtity of God
partakes of tIc nature of tlie benevoleuitBeing w'lio exercises it.

Thîis doctrine is in perfect hnrniony with reason, anti with thc
book of' revelation.

Sonie have snpposedl that the expression, "1wlo itork7,cth ail
tltiîgs afici. the couasci of liow&ai"teadlies tliat God lu lis
sovereignty lias purposed, and iu soie inysterious wvay brings to
pass, ail tic cvii actions of men, as veil as ail tie good la existence;
but this is opposcd to seripture, to conscience, and to universal
conseuousnie.s. 'Jlougli Goti ns a sovereigu purposes ail that lie
doos, and docs a il tlîat lie purposes to do, lie does not purpose or
deterninie our actions. lc worketli AI tingiis after the coulisel of
his ownl will, tliat is to say, le does aIal tiuat lic does because lue wills
to, do it; but this is a vcry different thing fromn tie doings of his
wil-endovcý 1 creatures. 1-is doing ail thazt lie does aecording to
thc counsel of luis owu will is one thincr; an d our working, or doing
ail tluat we dIo accordiing to tlic counsel of' lus xviii, is quite a
different thing. The first of tiiese is a trutlî, tlic second is Con-
deimiicd as false by luis wvord, qiid our éonscicuîce.

Tue pas sof' Seripture whichi prove the doctrine of Divine
soveig--nty are vcry nuîîîerous; we sliah oniy cite a few. Wlieu
spoakýin- of the powerles.,nc:ýs andi utter wort1iciicnes of the idols
of silver andi 4;od wliichi tuie beni*Jm1ted nations worAuIil)qed(, thc
Psaliuuibt uXeLl.insi" ," But, Our Guti is i Il the licaivcin, Lu bath doue
wlitsocver lie liatli pl e I l " liat.,uever thc Lurd pleaseti,
tliat did lic in thc licavens, and in thc cartli, in thc sca and lu nl
deep places."

Wlîcn Job wns lu thc darkcst hour of lis advcrsity, and in the
deep waters of affliction, wc find in vindicating the Divinie sover-
cignty, iu the foliowving iofty and sublime langunge: -"lWhlich
docth great tliings past fungout :-yca and woudcrs witliout
nuîuber. o ! lie goctli by nie, andi I sec lii not: hic passeth ou niso,
but I pereive hlm not. Bdlioli lic takctu away, wlio
can hinder him ? Who will say unto hlm, whîat docat


