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Awswins vo Conngsroxpenrs~Thisisa fca
ture almos exclisieely pecaliar to Afew English
jmblicatfons. Jtisfound tocontribute very success-
fally to tha intcrest of the reader, and is the
means of Affording murh necfal information. We
havemaleatranzeaents, by means of which, this
branch will be carcfully attended to, and all en-
quirics answered no far 8y practicablo so to do,

Bixer our last fssue, Winter has stolen
rapidly npon us, the plercing tleak wind has
played mertily around the checrless heatth, and
ths numbing cold has shivered many a shrunken
frame, and molstened the sunken eyo as the wail
fngs of half-naked humanity has broken upon
the anwilling car, Cowper rays

w1l salitnde make acant the means of lifs
Qlve me suciety )

tut how many breatho out 4 miscrable eolitude
in the midst of sociely. Surrounded on all sides
1y busy active Jife, they plno §n ponury and want
unheeded and uncared for, Throughont our
province generally thero is not much destitution;
bt there are many sotirecs of carning & lvells
hood in the summer and antumn, which are com-
pletely shut up, ata time when of ali others every
neeesaary and comfort of life should bein the
greatest abundance.  The anow storm has catled
into opération the merry Jingling sleigh bell and
has inade many & glad heart; but the cold which
has accomnpanied it has pierced many a family,
whoso stock of fuel has been scant, and thusa
call {s made upon thosc who have wherowith to
enjoy the luzurics of life, to bo mindful of thoso
who are destitute of the commonest means of
sulsistence.  During the past week we have ex-
perfenced & mean temperature considerbly Jower
than has occurred in the same month for the Jast
twelve years, and all have sn so far felt its frigid
effects, and aro the better able to judge how much
more scverely the bitter wind would have pinched
ns, had clothing, ur food, or fusl, been deficlent,
A responsiblo duty then devolves upon all, thus
privileged, to endeavour to allcviate the sufferings
under which many who arc destitute of these
blessings may be labouring, and they will have
an ample reward in the satisfaction, that they have
been so far uscful in their gencravon, Ere ano-
ther issuc of The Family Heratd, Christmas—with
all fts merey carols, 'will have passed away, and
we feel confident that its remembrance will be far
more cndeared to the sncmory, f in the midst of
our rcjoicings an affectionate regard has been had
to the welfare of those whose circumstances are
such as to render them not only anable to contend
with the rigours of a severe winter, but even to
rejoice in the return of this merry season, save
for the sympatay which they expericace frum the
bencvolent and phitanthropic.

Toronto NMechanics’ Institute.

‘The lectare on the evening of Friday, the 12th
inst., was delivered by T.J. Robertson, Head
Master of the Normal School,—subject—The
History of Canada. The leciurer said that the
history of our own country was especially de.

serving of consideration, as s advantages of
tion, soil, climate, and genersl encrgy
nteiligencs Amongy Jis inhabitants werg such,
that whether § remains & Provinee of the Bri
tish Empire, was attachad to the United States,
or took fis slation as an independent powef, it
sxod all tha reqrasites for eventually assum.
ing a high position in the scale of nations Its
extent tEmugh seversl degrees of latitude and
longitude, from nottheast to southwest, gave it
the advantage of a great varicly of climate,
whilo dis sheans of interaal communication by
incans of thelakesand the 8t. Lawrmce‘, afforded
ullar manvfacturing and commerelal facili-
ﬁf-. To the spirit of adventure ro successfull
called forth by the many imponant events whic
characierizal the cummencement of the 16th
century the dlscnmz‘ of Canada {s due. John
Caloy, in the lfur 1447, whilo cngaged undet the
enry the VIL, of England, In en-
deavourmg to find out & South-west passage 10
India, discovered ths Continent of Notth Ame-
tica, and visiied various pottions of s shores,
With his vopage commences what may, perbaps,
be called the tirst period of Canadian history,
consisting of the details of a scrics of explora
tory voyages, with a view chiely to tho dis.
covery of am!cipaled gold mines, or the seltlc.
ment of trading Colonics, Gaxpar Corstereal,
who was aftcrwards Jost In the 2ame track, con.
ducted one of these voyages in 1500, and brou ht
hoina but littla fafonmation, In 1517, something
of a practical value resulicd from _these at
tcmpis, by the cstablishment of the Newiound.
land fishery 3 and in 1523, new Intorost was cre.
ated by tho voyage of Llcragani, a pavigator in
the service of f'rance, who visited a considerable
ttioh of the coast of Nurth America, and
rought homo oncof the natlves, It was not
however, till the year 1534, that any clear satis.
factoty snformation was obained reganding Ca-
nada, by the voyages of Carticr, whuse cxpedi-
tlon commences the second period of the history
of Canada. 1Ie safled up tho 8t. Lawience,
vistted Stadacona, where Quebee now stands,—
reached Ilochelaga, the sitc of the present city
of Montreal, and brought homie from his eccond
voyage the most intcresting accounts of the
natives, whoee chicf, with several followers, he
had also catricd ofl. ' Eo found them dwelling in
foruficd villages, consisting of large wooden
bulldings and surrounded by corn ficide, They
the advantages, also, of a somewhat
regular goveramefit and scttled mode of life. The
abes ocvupyiug «he banks of the Sk Lawrence
at that period were the Hurons and Algonquins
on the north, and Iroquois on the south, A few
years after Carticr's retamn, the Sicur do Robers
val, a French gentleman, was appointed Videroy,
an undh:g Castier before him, in the year 1610,
started with seitlees in the following year  Car-
tier did not remain jn Canada, and Roberyal
having Jocated his eettlers in a fort on the banks
of the St. Lawrence, returned to Franee. whence
Le again set out in the year 1510, at the head of
a well n;;golmcd expedition—but never having
peen heard of ggain, all anempts on the pars of
«he French to plant colonies in Canada ceased
fur nearly 50 years. During this period several
voﬁagm to the northwest wers made by the Eng.
lish; 1n one of which Newfoundland was for-
maily taken fon of for the Bruish Crown,
in 1583,  Atlength at the end of 1Gth centusy the
Marquis de la Rocke carried out settlers with the

auspices of

: intention of proceeding lo Canada,—These un-

sisunate men, many of whom had becn taken
frum the prisuns of France, were left on Sable
island, aud after baving been neglected for seven
years, the twelve survivors were brought bome,
After these two _apsuccessful atiempts, however,
an effort proceediog from the French people them.
selves, with little or no encouragement from the
Crown, but dirccted by two skillul navigators,
Pomgrave and Chanoul, asgisted by a company
of merchant, resulted in the establishment, in
1599, of a colony at Tadousac, at the mouth of
the river Saugenay, below Quebee, These ad-

venturers received from, the King of France a

monopoly of the Fur Trads on condition of
bringing oul & certain number of Colenists, The
colonization uf Canada was altem thronghe
out, since the dream of finding gold and silver
had passad away, soltly with a view to the csta.
blishment of the Fur Trade, and the sclilere, at
fitst withoat the means of aclfsuppott, were en-
entirely dependent on the good wiliof the natives,
and tho aid of the mother anunt ‘The sagacity
and energy of the Celebrated Champlain i the
beginning of the next century, whoss exprditions
commence another era in Canadian Uistory,
finally cstablished the French in thelt now setties
ments,

The temaining part of the Hislory of Canada
was taken op by Mr. Robetison ‘in his Lec.
ture Jaxt night. ‘The andience on both evenings
were very numeroun, and the {intetedtin
were lisicned o with tho groealest poss!
tion,
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CONDIE'S STEAM HAMMER,

L aaary o

About threa years ago Mt. John Condle of the
Govan [ron Works, construcied & steamn hammer
on quite a new principle, ahd having patented
the Invention, gol several hammers manufacin
for him at the Abcreorn fron Wotks, Pailslcys
Sinco that tima Mr. Condie has had his ham.
ters snade At Govan lron Works under his own
{mmediata superinicndence, 1t so happened that
on¢ of theso machines having been sent to Vienna
about two years since, fts operatlons were thers
witnes.od by a member of tho firm of Michicls
and Co., and the result was, an order for a bams
mer with the latest improvements to the ordet of
T, Michicls & Co.,, Eschweller Auc, ncar Alx 1a
Chapelle. The Qlasgow Herald thus describes
the improvements made npod the original design,
This new hammer, which stands fourtcen and 3

half feet high, with a hammer of 80 cwt., havin
a stroke of 3 feet 4 inches, is beautifully fini
in all its parts. ‘Thocastiogs are cxcelicat specile
mens of foundry work, and -the gearing anﬁl-
tings are finished with as much care ad arc many
jeces of.cullery. This hammer iy conrliucted
or forging anchor-siocks, shafls, cranks, aud
such hca\g' smoith work ns s required. biy.engiy
peers ; and the fmprovements to whith woshave
allnded aboye are introduced for. the purposerof
giving further facilities to the workmen when
engaged on such cumbrous andfunwicldy .masses
of malleable fron. The first improvement 1s
cffected by bavini; the standards cast with high
Gothic openings, like doors, at both sid (hr‘onﬁh
which the workmen have free access to the anvil,
By these openings, and the generally altered form
of the aide standards, there. fs ample foom - per-
mitted to tum long and heavy pieccs of metals=to
crop the end off a shaft—to apPly a-crest-or sct
the technical name for a parsicular tool used:ia
orging)—and, in fact, thera-is free access all
round the anvil, without the necessity.of the bain-
mermen-haviag to stoop under the framing, dv
being exposeil unnecessarily to the ocorehlnggmt
which such masscs of beated metal are £onstavuly
throwingufl. Seyeral minor improvements have,
alsg-been introduced in the gearing and valvesof
the bz;_nme{, slc: ;haitwg belitye the Lool i:.no,vms
near to perfeciion.in these respects as it s« 1Y
ble to arrive in the present state pr«meémml
sclence, 1n the gear, for instance, a yompound
lever is raded, which gives the hammer-{ender;
such command. over the instrnmen;. that 8 smafl
sharp blow may-be rgiycn from. 2 fall of an jnck,
or from any point of ils upward motion, te a:ll
stroke;;al pleasure, and. qceqrdigff an:thd.work
under {t reqnires a greates:or smaller forep, yxva 3




