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ans, Presbyteriarrs, Methodists, &o. that have made it the maifs
issue. And, therefore, it is an issue îvhich owes ail its izîlport-
ance to the circumistances ofthese parties. They all asszme,that
there is an heredilcrry officia.. 1'racc,wvhirl is essentinlly indestruc-
fible. Not even the most flagitiotis acts of'impicty, and iinôzlori-
lity of the mnati can interrupt, or nullify the virtue of the office,
lIt is assumned tizat there is a distinct order of men, called of God,
as Aaron wvas, having not oniy l'esprit dit corps, but a divinely
authorized succession, seif-creative, and self-consecrative, con-
tiluif, througli MI tiine, with the froshness of' immortal youtli
possessîng, the sole authority of reading the Scriptures in pub>lic
assemiblies, preaching the gospel, dispensing the«ordinances of'
christianity, and governingr the church. Btit stili to simplify tho
point on which the cnntroversy.rests-the main issue ivhich the
Cliristians and tie Pope have made, and which 1, nîy dear sir,
Must jota with ail the aclvocates of Docesaa E piscopacy, is found
ini the assuniption of I3ishop Onderdonk. 1 need not say, thiat
the idea, or thing, called succession in office, by authority of Jesus
Christ, as essential te the administration of the institution called
the kingdom, or Qhurch ia this %vorld, is that assumption which
bas escaped the -sorthy " Assistant Bishop, ot'the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.".-
This succession, not being proved, b>' an>' of your writers, whiclb
have fallen into my hands, they ail beginning at the second, and
not at the baseient stor>' of the house of Aaron, their super-
structure is to my mind, as trul>' baeeless as the earth resting up-
en the back of at tortoise, which itsoîf stands upon nothirig.

If t ' ere had been ont>' one precept,delivered te the Churches,
by any Apostie, or an>' saying of' theirs, implying the daty of
Christians to preserve such succession-or, to the Bishops of'
Jerusaleni, Antioch, Rome, Cor.inth, or Philîppi, either con-
cerning their own sticcessîopn,orAÏe necessitv of transmitting from
generation to generation, certain bereditary rights of office, rea-
son would command that I shouid diligently consider it. But ini
the perfect absence of an>' such intimation, and ia.viewv of the
faet, that Paul makes succession in office, an argument, to show
the imperfeclion of the antecedent economy, j udge my surprise, at
sceing, nlot merely succession in office, pleaded, as essential to the
perfection of the christian, economy, but also assumed as a part
of the christian institution itself

I will not now instituLe ani inquiry, ivhether the authority-to,
ordain to office, or ho administer ordinances, can be more hon-
orahiy or safely lodged in the person of Pope Gregory and his
heirs forever, or ia the wvords orthe Apostle ; or wvhether the
graceo f office is more direct and accessible, flowing from the
head of the church, by the constitutionai provisions found in the
volume of the Good Spirit :or in the circuitous route of' ai the
(variet>' of') Bishops of' seventeaoi hundred years.. This ay


