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vert sinners and cdify saints that the Hlead
of the Churclins aj)pointCd for these ends,
lie lias cspecially blesscd the preaclicd wvord ;
this treasture-thio miuistry of the gospel-
is plu ito cartlicn vessels. If instcad of
mtiltil)lyitig iliese vesschi tho churcli is di-
minishing tlieir number, andi tbat t1îrougli
love of money, surely the congregatiens of
the Lord hcereby incur solemn responsibility.
Covetousness in christians is tis seen to
eall doivn froni hecaven the samne judgnicnt,
whichi God threatcncd aigainst apostate
Israel as evidence of His reprobation of that
peop)le, viz., "la famine, not of bread, nor a
tliirst for water, but of hearing the word of
the Lord," Ainos viii. il, 12. To behold
the hand of cevetousness raised up in order
to prevent, the candlestick from being plu
into its place. is surely a vision that should
excite deep lamentation ; and ail the great-
er wlien wve are assured that tie hand si
erûployed does flot belong to a professed
foc, as we might expect, but is tlîe hand of
the elinreli itself. Or should the avarice
of tic clîurcli raise -its slîrivelled arm and
wave away from tlîe office of tic ministry,
bot piety and talent, it lias been successful
in stripping Zien of its special ornaments
and means of efiiciency, and left a lielpless
and unwortlîy residue, as husbandmen, in
the Lord's vineyard. 'rbat sucli, however,
is sometinies its effeet, can be abundautly
establislied. Said, on a particular occasion,
a Ieading member of the Synod of Pitts-
burgh, U. S., I once knewv a young nman
of fine talents, whoin 1 tenderly lovcd,"
detcrred from tho ministry on the grouud of
inadequate support : again, hc says, Ilen
of tîce brighitest young men 1 ever kunew
was stopped in his course" for the samne
reason. God ia ail ages ot Ris clîurcli bas
blessed it Nvith tlîe inlieritance of pions and
talented teachiers. Tbe Bible it8cîf, in point
of literature, wvill compare most favorably
witli any book of antiquity; aud Abrahazu
and Moses, Josîcua and Samuel, David and
Soloin.on, Isaiali and Daniel, walk before
the mind, flot only in the solemn aid at-
tractive attire of picty, but beautiful aiso
with tise bonors of superior talent: wve are
sure tixat; Matthiew and Lukoc, Mark and
Johin are flot only men of piety but of strong
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nsind also ; whîite Patil's splendid gciiita
lias cominandeui tîc ainîiratioîî of fricnd( ailîd
foc, of lîcathen ais wvell as of Chîristianî.
Froin the deccase of Johin tbc apostle te
the prcsent heur there have been alwvsj
somic,-lvays a tair share of the nest
ricly eiîîdovcd of nwen's sons, Nvlo liave
consecrated their gifcs te the pleasing diîîy
of ellucidating IIoly Writ and the expositioli
and defence of lîeavcnly doctrine. To sit
at the feet of tlîcsc ii deinaîîds talent;
the agc, whlich witnesscs efforts te scalŽ the
citadel of sacrcd truth hy force of argiînielîa
and parade of leai-ning, eiemands it ; the
depths of tIse book, that somel of the jni
Nvliiclî lie beneatîs uts surface may be sen te
the joy and edification *of the chîildrcnl of
Zion de:nands it; the l-lead of the Chureli
demands it, for lie dcmands the Lest, net
tbe liait and maimcd; and lct lus peopie
dlemand it and provide for it, lest by tlîeir
parsimoîîy tlîey lie fouud in this particular
even " iiting agitinst God." Let iu be
carefully noted wh1en tlîe Levites weredrivca
from the bouse of God because their pesi.
tien was net given tlîcm; Nehieiniali coa-
tendcd wvitl tbe rulers and ebrougli thitre
witlî tue people as thse cause ot this cvil.-
Neli. xiii. 10-13.

(2.) Inadequate support lowers tbc social
status of miuisters. Said a professor of re.
ligien, and a trustee in a I'resuyterian
dhurcli, te a ministsî-, Il1 have educatcd îny
son te be useful. te mie in my professioni;
and just wvhcn lie lias bcgina to bc usefîtl, lie
lias abandoucd me, and chsosen the life of a
bcggar," meaniug the ministry. IlBren the
metiier regretted. the s'on's carcer. SIte liad
pictured te herself a son, talentcd, wcaliuv
&e., andi new, slie said, lie wvould be :ioihinq(
but a ;iiîisteî !" Good position gires self-
respect, leads te tise cultivation of %vlat is
reflned in taste and habits, and dùters froin
that littleuess or meanness la worflly mat-
ters, whIicli is sure ce ruin the influence of
ministers who practise it. By loecring the
status of minisers, yeu wcaken thecir influ-
ence. This is felt by ail. A sermon may
owc much of its good or bad effecu te the
circumstances of the preaclier. Like Johan,
it miglit perlhaps bc possible for us te, live
on locusts and wild houcy, and, se far as
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