
blissionary Socicty. 1 bave lately receîved at letter from him inforniing me of the
change. TIhe Rev. Dr. Ross lias acted as ur a -gent fo>r twelve years. lus servace
have, 1 helieve, been entirely gratuiteus. lie lins transacted thie business of tliis
Missîion in a satisfacetory inatiner, and lias always .9hown an ohliging disposition.
1 regret that infirm lieaith lias obliged iiin to give up an office, the duties of whiehl
hie 1as so long and so %vcil di,ýchar2edI. Ail ietteî'e8 for this Mission Blhouid in fu-
turc beaddressed to tlue care of our new agent.

Our ncwv stone cbutreh was opened about tNvo inonthas ago. TI'le building of it
lia2 1aeeupied about 18 xnonths. Its dimensions are 101 feet long by 41 fect wide.
To tnc natives. -%vho hiave been accuistoined only to build snîali grass biouszes, it haie
been a great undcertaking. The aiznunt of* labour expended on it ean lîardly be
coflCCXvètd by persans at hiome vrherc every liicility for sulî an undertaking is oni-
.ioyed. The stonûq werc ail earried by the nai ives, and soine of thoîu wcre so large-
tliat it rcquired 60 mcii to reiiove thiein ta their destination. Tlîey were quiar-
ried near the building, otberwvise wc cotild not liav.' undertakzen thie wvork. It is
et inatter of much thankfuilness that the church lias been l)uilt %vitlîou t any scrious
accident, tbongh the natives were unaccustoinedl to suob labour. 1 niiay W.- ai-
lowed to zay ttha.t iL is a. Veyy nteat and substivntinl tuilding, a.nd v~hthe (-xcep-
tion -of thîe King*s elîurçcI a t 1Imolilu, Stndwviehi lslan<ls, 1 have flot seen any
equai to it in thîe isiands wliich 1 have visited. Tme walls are plaistcred outside
as well as inside, and aire proteeted froma the %vratlier hiy a verandah wluich sur-
rounîds tho building. Tie floor is plaistered anid dotibiy cuvercd with inatting.
As tlie natives sit oriental fashion, it is not seatéd. There is ai neat puipit on one
aide of the buiilding. and a se.at for mnission flunilies on the oppsitec ide, aiso some
inoveabie sofais to accomnniodzate strangeris.

he opening of the cliurehi Nvas an l ev,ýnt of some interest. The Rcv J. Cape-
land prcachced an excolient and innpressive serinomi on the oceasion, froîn Luke
19 :46-14 It is written, mny bouse is the bmouse of Jiratyer." Thie intercet of the
meetinge was enlîanced hy the piresence of five native teapliers and thecir wives,
who wcrc to sail f'or Tana ncxt day. Thecy werc set apart by prayer for tlieir ar-
duouis duties, and 1 gave themi a shlort addr-egs. The day alter t.ite ehurchi w-as o-
pened. the natives, aecordingr to their usual cuistoin, imade alrg collection of
fbod wiiich ivas cooked, and distribuited amion,.r the pîeoplc of the diffé~rent iilagei:.

I inentioned in a flormier letter tlîat wvc intcnded tliis yiaar to ceCet soiia ruling
eiders. Seven men have heen noiniîate~d for thce office, and1 if no objections are
broiîght againiliî, w-e expeet to ordain thei this wveek. Thleir nines a re Si-
zniona, Lahia ou.Nangareng, Nasani. INfitanaltli and NZiiai lvîy are
ail riersons iii %vboni 1 have machel cunfidence. To eneb of thesaý nit:ià .1 zfnd iotoa-
lot a district, and hold inonthly meetings .vith theoîn, and reeive thýeir- rclp3rts a-
bout churcl ii mnbers and otlîcrs under tîmeir care. Our natives at lîest aire but
cbiidrcn, and need aIl the guardianship that can ho b)estoivedý -ipon theia. W'itl,
the aid of the eiders and deacons 1 trust tliat my owni responsililities ana !abonrg
rnay be somcwhlat iesseiied, and tîmat 1 înay be cnabled to devots mlore time ta theo
translation of the seriptuire8, w-hidi bas novr become an important w-cric. V[ho or-
dinance of tlîe Lord*s Supper %vIll bie dispensed ncext Sabhatlî, on wvlii' occasion
%vc hlope to receive abont citcîpersons ino cliurch commnunion l'or tliù first
time, w-ho have been attcmiding a wvekly class of candidates froiît onc to two ycari:

Yon have probahly heari] of tîe retuiri i f'.%r. and Mr8. Mathiesuin to Taina, af-
ter a, year's absence. Mr. Pàton %-rites "MLýr. and Mlrs. Ma.the;,son rcturned fromii
Errominana in tlîc 'B3lue Bell', and after wvaiting imere ton da.vsý, 1 took themu to
tîîeir station in alboat.MrM.int.srmg 1.bdaaito whleerlu
ho %vrote nie yesterday timat hoe w-as w-cil. Somîme of bis 1piopie loolced sulky, but
others gecmed deiiu.d wvith Iiii returui, and 1 saw soine of tlîc womic Ms
lMatheomi in tlheir arîns and ki,-s lier as tlicy vcpt tor.joy." 1 hiave a letter froin
MIr. M. tw-o %vccks after tlîeir arrivai ait tlicir btation, but iL contains no addition-
ai information.

The accounts fromîî MNr Paiton*s stition are very intercsting,. licstili encomînters
rnchi oppoý;ition and anmioyance I*m-oi the limatiien, but (3od sustains bu mînder
ail lis discouragrenents. The ceeo f bis labours are now bahmg felt. Many
of thie Tanceo vlo beforo opposed christianity arc now wiliing to re&civc religions.

irte J110111C ailb jor£fgti Uertirb-. Feb-


