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’l‘()RY OF A STUDENT.
1N FOUR CHAPTERS.
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ciar. 111,

Awed by the venerable presence of misery, 1
had not yet dared ta speak of Jove, but the
respectful favour of iy manuer, and the sym-
pathy I manifested for her misfortunes, had,
I saw, impressed her inmy favour, aud dis
posed her to regard me with confidence. [
could not commence nty suit in a place where
we would be every moment liable to iaterrup-
tion. T wished rather to hreathe my vows
+: full in the smile of the blue firmament,”’
and telling Charlatte that I wighed to converse
with her on & subject impertant to my happi
ness, I with much dilbeulty obtained her
consent to walk with me that afternoon. At
“the appointed hour I returned for her, and
fonnd her cquipped, with her usual uttention to
disguise. The evening was a glorious one,
and we rapidly and in silence traversed the
streets that lay between us and the quict of the
country. Aswe passed along one of the squares
Charlotic grasped my arm convulsively, and
hent down her head us if interror.  Isaw that
the object on which her ey® had rested, before
it was so suddenly withdrawn, was a phaeton
which was slowly approaching us. Init were
scated a hardsonie, but bold and showy look.
ing woman, who scemed to be about forty or
fortyfive years of age, and a wmap some tenor
fiftcen years younger. Whi'e they were slow-
ly pussing, I felt Charlotte shudder, as if in
an agony of affright ; she then gasped out,
«Did they sceme ? Do they look back to=
wards us??  Turning toobserve them, fsaw
that they had not noticed us, and told Char-
“lotte so,~She thea drew a long relieving
breath, but murmured passionately, ¢ Oh,
that the grave would hide me from them—
from wretchedness !*?

Assoon as we had left behind the stir and
*tumult of the city, I began to describe my
love thh all'the elequence of fervid pnssmn.
Char]oue beard me in silences but noty at 5!
the sifence of a Joving and beloved maidep.
Low moans stole through her pale, closed lips,

- nd Heav sobsshook her slendes frame, Dis

me 2

sion,
did not Jove yon!

.

ed alike remote from affection aud  from

indifference, 1 could only arlxcnh(o. ¢*Char.
btte, Charlotte ! do you not, ¢an you not fove

At this question she suddeniy looked upinto
My eyes with a rapt and devotional "expres.
¢4 O what 2 heart would mine be if it
Yes, my guardian angel,
ny protectnr, my friend —my ounly friend,

do indeed love you !”?

A thriil of rapture ran through my pulses

at this impassioned avowaly and I exclaimed

triumphantly, ¢ Then ate we one, henceforth

and for ever; another sun shall not set hefure

our hauds shall ratify the union of our heavts!
Say, dearest, shull this rot be so #

€O no, no, no, 1 may not, must not, be
your wife ! Fate has stored no such happi-
ness for me,”*

I tenderly remonstrateqd with hcr on the
inconsistency of her words, and pictured
fovingly the efforts that I would make to bet.
ter my lot, when she should be the sharer of
it A strange, sad conflicting of love and
fear was visibfe ou her countenance whiie {
spoke; but she made wo direct veply, only
ejaculating, as if in prayer, *$Almighey ar-
biter ! can it be thy wifl that I should et
away this blessing—that I should myself dusy
down the cup of happiness 2’

From her broken exclamations b learned o
fear that there was some hidden impedimes
to our union, and 1 implored her to teil meif
this was the case —~but tears and sodbs were bt
ouly reply At lengthy when we drew ue
the city on our return, she became suddent
calm, like one who has formed a respiutione
which the fatnre must depend.  ¢+John,” &
said. ¢¢ I can no fonger endure this misentt
strife, 1 fear that [ have- thercfore resie
to confide to you the whole of my shost, &
history —but to.uight I am unequal L&
task. ‘To.morrow 1 will write to you, a8
when you have read my letter, vou stillés

" our union, 1 shall have nothing left 0¥

for."

Next day 1 received the promised I
1t Legao abruptly.  $¢My true name is™
Jotte Ormond. My earhiést. recollectivns it
a school in the south of Irefand.in which®
about two months ago, 1'passed wy
:When quite an infant, 1 was placcd thet

“ho commuéd reg_ul..rly {on




