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Quality of Corn Fodder.

The Bo'tun Journal of Chemistry gives the
results of some experiments, intended to
show the great superiority of corn fodder
when cultivated in driUls, with plenty of air
and light, over that raised by broadcastsow.
ing in a dense mass. That journal says:

"#Stalks wero collected from a fiel wlere
the seed was sown broadcast, and also stalkes
growing in drills upon the sane field, and
they were dried in a drying closet to expel
the noisture. Both specimens were planted
at the saine time (the 6th of May), and it
was found that the plants froin the broad.
cast Sowing contained 92 per cent. of water,
those froin drills 83 per cent. of water. Thus
it was shown that the difference of solid
inatter in the two was as 8 to 17 per cent.
The solid matter iras composed of starch,
gumn, sugar, and woody fibre. There iwas
almnost an entire absence of sugar and gumn
in the stalks froin the broadcast sowing,
while the stailks that had grown under the
influence of light and air held these nutrient
principles in considerable quantities. The
stalks were collected at the period of growth
just before the ear begins to form. a period
when mîost farinera begin to cut the fodder
for their cows "'

There wer'e somie intiuences not taken into
the asunt, which should have been in.
iiied, ainilg which is the greater degree

of rapidity with whicl the plants approach
maturity and become richer in quality wlen
well cultivated, as every good farmer knows,
the cars ripening earlier on the best culti-
vated land, and later on that whieh is in.
fvisted with wpeds. The broadcast fodder,
therefore, should have been examined later
tlian the other, to give a fair test, and the
resuit night have afforded less difference be.
tween the two. The saine rule, however,
undoubtedly applies to corn plants as to
grape vines and fruit trees, where large
leaves and well developed shoots give a richer
product in fruit than a crowded mass of sinall
foliage. But there are opposing advantages
on both sides; for when the stalks grow so
thick that ne ears can forn, they are so small
and soft that cattle will eat the whole, and
in doing so, probably obtain more food fron
a given weiglt of fodder, than when thestalk
are large and coarse, and the leaves only are
stripped from then by the cattle, leaving all
the stalks with the sugar they contain un.
touched.

The course we have adopted for the past
twenty years may perhaps be regarded as a
sort of compromise between the two-
namely, to sow the fodder se thickly im drills
or furrows that the stalks will be small
enougli for the cattle te eat them, but givin"
the plants while growing the advantages o0
good horse cultivation. They often bear
small cars, but little grain. The quantity
sown is two or three busliels per acre.

The Journal of Cheusl try further etates
that stalks eut before reaching a certain
stage of growtl, are deticient in nutriment,

and therefore they should not be eut too
early, and that the best time is usually four
or five weeks after inflorcscence. - We have
generally adopted the rule te cut vhen the
edges of the leaves show the first indications
of dying froin age, and while the great mass
of the leaves are yet green. If farmners will
chcw a portion of the stalk at the different
degrees o! maturity, the sweetness of the
taste will enable close observes to judge with
some accuracy when the fodder is richest and
best.

ln order to secure the grcatest amount of
benctit frein corn. plantcd cxclueiveiy for
fonder, our experience lias led us to ado t
the following rules : lst. To sow so thick y
that cattle ivili est the fine stalks. 2nd. To
sow in drills, se that horse culture may b
freely given. 3rd. To eut at the right time,
as already designated. 4th and last, but not
lcast, to cure as perfectly as possible, inas.
nuch as sweet green fodder is botter than

black, water.soaked, half fermented or
mouldy fodder.

We need more experiments to determine
the riglt degrce of thickness for sowing the
seed, so as to get the greatest amonit of
valuable food from an acre, and the differ-
once in nutriment afforded at all different
periods of the inflorcsence.--Ceontri Centle.
ia».

A Patent Fence.

The fence of wvhich ive are now about te
speak has been practically tested under our
own observation, and iwe have become satis.
tied of its merits. We refer to "Alex.
Weir's Portable Fence," to vhich was
awarded an espe-ial prizo at the Prou incial
Exhibition, 1S70.

This fonce is 4ý feet in height. The bot.
tom board mu each panel is 7 inches wide,
first space above is 4 inches, second board
froin the ground is 5 inches ivide, second
space 6 inches, third board 4 inches, thiid
space 7 inches, fourth board 4 inches, fourth
space 9 iches, and fifth board four inches
wide.
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The battens at each end of the panels are
laid across 18 inches froin the end of the
boards, and the battens are held to the
boards by une wruught nal througli each in.
tersection, drivei hoime and carefully
clonched.

The posts or braces are made froni sawn
scautling, 2 by 4 inutes, and are 5 fct long.
These are halved together at au angle of 35
degrees, crossing at 3 inches from the top, se
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as to resemîble sonewlat the letter A, with
sliglt projections at the top.

The cross strip joining these braces near
the bottan is 1 inch by 4 inches, and A
framed into the poste with a dovetail. The
upper aide of the mortice in the post is one
foot six inches fron the end of the posts. In
the centre of the upper edge of this cross.
piece is a notch 2 inehes long by 1 inch
deep, into wlhich locks a notch 1 inch deep
and one inch long on the lower edgo of the
second boards froin the bottoni of thoe ends
of each of two panels.

There is also a boveled notch cut on the
lower side of each upper board, so as to allow
the two to lock securely in the upper angle
of the framed poste.

The advantages that are claimed for this
fonce, and by practical experience we feel
justified in saying that these claims are
realized, are the case with which the fonce
can bo laid, for ve can put it out upon the
snow when we are not pressed for time; alsc
it is easily made, and doces not need the ser
vices of a mechanic. Moreover, by removing
a single panel, we have a passige-way at any
part of the enclosure, through which a teani
and waggon, or reaping machine, may pass
out-often in hauling in saving much time,
which niglit have been lost by having to go
round to the usual aate.

With lumber obtained for $10 a thousand,
the fonce costs exactly 65 cents a rod. Wc
have had a panel exposed by itseolf upon an
elevated spot, to the high winds that have
prevailed during the last two mouths, and
they have been unable to shift; it.

Altogether we can cordiallyrecomnend the
fonce, and until a botter shall be patented,
we think our farmers in want of a portable
fonce may with advantage buy Weir's patent.

Iunnica s. -- A wiriter in the Farmer and
Artisan speaks thus of irrigation : "Ifaving
a small country mill, with several acres of
low land stretching ont below it, I have for
several years irrigated a number of acres at
a nominal expense. Iextended a smallditch
fron the flume which supplies my nill,
around the edge of the valley, and inade
littie gates at convenient distances through
which I eau turn any desired anount of
water, at any time when ny crop requires it.
I have found that by judicious vatering the
land just before planting, my crops grow
luxuriantly through ordinary droughts,vhen
the saine class of land, not watered thor-
oughly in the spring, suffers severely. The
land irrigated is not strictly bottom land-is
never overflowed by the streani running
through it, thuugh notit of &.ourse as thrifty as
rulling upla"d. I find that the lands thus
irrigated produce more vithlout manure than
my bestuplands under the highest cultivation.
I an therefore a strong advocate of irriga-
tion, and would urge all farmîers who hase st
much as a single acre lying so as to admit
of it, te apply the samne system.


