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when speaking of a cluster.of bees in winter, (in
which there ie no brood) there would have bedn
no'disoussion.

Flint, Mich. Jan. 13, 189
W. Z. HtrrcntNsoN,
,0. 4.•

For the CANAutAra Bas JOURMAL.
Wilat ls an Average Crop Anyway?

IR: li a letter signed Hl. W. Scott, Wil-
liamstown. Vt:, on page 1ooz C. B. J., I
find the following; Mr. R. McKnight re-
ferring to the [average crop of honey says,

C'what an average ocrop i I have yet to learn."
He says, "n'ow in my opinion it is quite easy for
one to find the average of any ciop, " etc.
Certainly it is as far as one's individual product
is concerned. But if Mr.* Scott will carefully
read thé òontext he will learnu that it was not my
own crop that I had reference to, but the aver.
age yield cf the country, and I repeat what
amount per. colony is considered an 'average
yield "I have yet to leàrn." I have been accus.
tomed to read'in the bee-papers year after year,
arid each year for sone seasons past t at the
crop isbelow the average. Will Mr. tt en-
lghten us by letting us know what is considered
an average crop the country over and when we
have had euch.

R.'McKCNIGaHT.
Owen Sound, Jan. 18, 1890.

For the CANADIAN BEE JOURNAL.
The Gardon of Canada.

TILE NORTH WEST THE PLACE FOR THE BEE-EEEPEB.
FEEL satisfied with my trial trip qf the C.
B. J. so far. I think that I have derived
benent to more than cover all( the expense
of the paper and feel confident that 'anyone

can, if not prejudiced and thinks there is nothing
more to learn in the bee business, which is a
great mistake. I fnd, by careful study, very
many pointers that are applicable to this part
of the world, p. part yet very little known and
developed, often te d in the east, the north
pole of Cana<ta. boast of being a resident of
this north pole for ten years and have yet to
find any part of Canada from Toronto west and
north, that will compare favorably with this, as

Sjto climat@ and resources.
I. was one of the first to import the honey bee,

4 feeling asdured the country was well adapted
for bee culture and I have not been disappointed.
2,200 miles is quite a distance to have bees
shipped.with 200 miles by wagon to make a
start. But under thlese difficulties success has
crowned the effort and proves conclusively that
our north west is well adepted to all lines of

agricul4ure that the far famed east ie noted for.
I and not the least difficulty in kebping theright
temperature in cellar with twenty, colonies, and
the cellar new and large enouglh tocontain 200
colonies, without sub.earth ventilation ôr such
precautions as are taken by many. A dry cel.
lar is ail tfat is required and upward ventila.
tion that can be controlled.

If many of the articles that are written on cel.
lar wintering were 'divested of some of ,the
invisible clothing with which they aro surroun.
ded, very many of the terrors of cellar winter.
ing would vanish as soon as elbowa grease and
commun sense.were applied to the work. The
bees were in spected in the cellar on the 5th inst
and nothing but perfect quiesence- among the .
20 stocks, I7dtooks are in the double-walled Y

.hives and/ /stocks arb in the S. W. L. hives,
These.hi b.are covered with jute saoking and

*seamles sackB outside, and the bees in these are
just as iet s in the D. W. hives. I had .ont
cology th gave 80 lbs. of comb honey the last
seson and w'as dvided once. With no rain and
snow for fourteen months and 'he earth parched
by drouth so that in very many places there
wee no crops, I think this mont conclusive
proof of my statements that this I the "gardei
of Canada."

-J. KNOWLF.B.

Edmonton, A1berta, Deo. '89.

We are glad to hear from the pion.
eer bee-keeper of Alberta,andwithsuch
a good report of the honey prôducing
and wintering ~resources of the great
North West. 8o lbs comb honey is a
wonderful yield for such a dry season
adid if this can be taken as a basis, the
results of good management and a pro-
per state of weather would be some-
thing unheard of. One advantage you
possess over us who are situated here in
the east is the excellent market you al.
ways have for all thé honey you can
produce and at prices away in . advance
of•thdse ruling in Ontario. .The very
dry atmosphére which you enjoy, will
n.ake the matterof 'wintering an easy
one. We shoul'd like to know wha the
average yield per colony from your
whole apiary is and what 'the pasturage
from which gathered. We follow your
commun'ication with a letter from an
old Perth bee-keeper now in the north
west, who says the question of. winter-
ing is not worth discussing a'' a dii-
cult one but that the flora of 'his section
precludes the possibility of making
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