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THE COLONTAL CHURCHMAN,

For tké Colontal Churchmaﬁf
Messrs. Editors, {No.3.)

Icannot hut hope that I have sufficiently shewn
in my two formerletters that disscal is an evil, and
that it is the duty of every true christian to strive 1o
banish it from. the earth as soon as possille. I wish,
however, to answer yet a {ew objections, and to de-
vote this essay to thut purpose; and may I do this
in such a spirit as-to show that my real ohject i:
not any party sellish yiew, but merely to fight ior
the truth, and o call ppon a'l christians to remov:
the barrier which lays betwixt a great many of them
and to think more of th: iinportant virtues of peace
and brotherly love, than of all the peity differeoces
which tear to pieces the body of Christ.

There is ‘an arzument very often used by members
of different sects tn suppoit of their party, and which
easily misleads the unguarded. It is this,— that God
has already Licssed them, and therefore their cause must
be good.” "How far this argument can stand we mus!
see. Isituet afict that many of the exi-ting sects
are not only divided from us as regards minor paints
of the christian doctrine but even in those things
which we acknowledge to be the essential, or the
mein points ol faith and salvation? Is it nota fact,
too true indeed, that many dissenting societies who

_once held the same docirine with us, concerning the

Divinity of onr  Blessed Saviour, sre.now became
Socinians, or Uitsrians, or Uuniy rsalists?  And do
we not hear, almost every day, of some new scet or
other, which pretends to some new discovery ia the
Bible, or to some new way of'going to Heaven? No
‘one can deny this. - Well, and may not sach of these
sects boast of gaining ground and of making prose-
lytes? Do they not britg many in all places over to
their way of thinking?* 1 am told, and their reports
bear witness to it, that the Socinians ih the United
States have encreased prodigiously during the few
lagt years; —may they not also say that the Almigh-
ty is smiling upon them by couferring bis blessing in
this manner? ‘No, no, an increase of number isno
mark of God’s approbation orblessing. The Romans
might just as well say that they have been blessed i
-propagating their Popish errors.  The Mahometans
might also boast of having succeeded, through God’s
b;‘essing, in establishing the kingdom of the false pro-
Phet. ' '

But it might be further advanced, ¢ that many Lave
given proofs of having been truly converted from sin
and wickedness, ‘and bave found the peace of God
shed abroad in their hearts thriugh the menns of dis-
senting societies.” - As to this, I dare not say, how
far the Spirit of God rhay, or may not, work fur the
conversion of sinners; and I would indulge the com-
-fortable hope, that wherever Christ is preached, the
glad tidings: of salvation will \not fall to the ground.
On this account I would say with St.Paul, *Irejoice
that Christ is preached though it be with a conten—
tious spirit.” ‘Bat'with” hiln I ‘would dlso blame the
unkoly way in which o' heavenly a fessagé is’ deli-
vered. It is not becanse God, in his infinite- wisdom,
is able. to bring good out of :evil, that we may adopt
any plan that we please, to carry on our own' plans
and with the view of doing good, Iny aside a large
portion of His holy word. The sacred Scriptures are
50 plain in requiring believers to love .one another,
and to live in perfect peace and harmony, that I doubt
much whether any true cbristian can see the evils ojl
dissent, and still remain in it, and encourage it.
There must be yet something wrong in the mau who
does not see that all this coufusion of opinions, .and
all this clashing of different bodies, cannot come from
8 pureand holy God. It should never be forgotten
that a man may have many good qualities, many good
desires, and many ‘‘ good words and fiir speeches,”
and yet deceive bimself and others too, upon some
very important points. I do not say this with a view
to condemn all dissenters without exception; 1 hope
indeed that many among them are aware of the evils|
of dissent, and are led astray more from ignorance
than ma'ice. But T think, that they ought, and ihe
love which [ fzel for many of them, leads me to urge
them, to examine themselves aund- the: greund on
which they s‘and. [ have often -heard one here und

there among them compluiving of the want of unani-|

mity anl good under.tandicg among the professors

mong thewm, all worthless differences would soou va-!
nish from the christian world! ‘

Should it be ssked by any:— where is the clashing!
and jarring occasioned by our divisions?—1 would:
answer; that one must be blind indeed not to seel
them. Péuceful communities are split into various
sects, and as it has always been the case, tiat men'
have been strongly attached to their own opinions,.
and prejudiced agrinst any kind of innovation, it of-'
ten happens that two parties, equally stubborn and
strong, will arise in the same house, or inthe same
amily, producing, in a most fiteral manner, ¢ wars
and fightings among them;”’ —the vigilant and active
pastor is often discouraged and disheartened, \\henx
he sees the members of his fluck, carried »bout by
»very wind of doctrine,--by every new ojinion or,
uew preacher,—by them who go about ‘‘ with good,
words and fair speeches,’” and ¢ by the cunning cm!‘»’
tiness whereby they lie in wait to deceive,”—thus,
the labours of the clergy are’ made much more ardu-;
s and difficult, for while they ought to direct :ll
their attention to the spiritual improvement o theiri
people, and to the preaching 6F the main doctrines:
-f salvation, and the reproving of vice and irreligion,
they are obliged to devote much of their time and;
irtercourse with their congrega‘ion to answer ivqui-;
ries concerning the new sects,—to explain what they!
consider necessary for preserving them in urity;—i
but what is slill worse, it is not alwaysthat a minis-|
ter cap retain a proper frame of mind when he finds
his church thus asssiled, and his sheep leayirg him.
Where is the affectionste futher who will easily bear
to see his clildrén taken away from him? Where is
the faithful Shepherd who will allow the wolf to come
among bisflock, and divide the sheep, if he possibly
can avoid it? And where is the miuvister of the Gos-
pel of pEace who will allow the least thing to break
the un‘ty and concord which be.is bound to preach
and which are so unecessary, &s the best marks by
which true christians are to be known, and the best
means for the preservation of good order? Iam sure
there is nove, unless he be ‘an hireling,” and not
a true ** shepherd;”” and I think all sensible men of
all denominations will agree with me in this respect

l

there was .more of this spirit of love and peace a-}

From the Church.

THE BUR1AL SERVICE. L

‘We now proceed to perform the promise whi s
made inregard to the passages in the Burial 98
to which excepticns have been made. We shi’ @
take the exsct words of ‘the prayer itself, Wh,‘:
the chief ground of objection. Itis as f’ollow‘ )

“Forasmuch as it bathi pleased Almighty o
his great mercy to take unto’ himself the soul %
dear brother heré dep-rted, ne therefore coi g
body to the ground; earth to earth, nches to >,
dust to dusts in sure and certain hore of the resv'”
la clernal life, through ocur Lerd Jisus Ch!{‘f" !
shzll change cur vile body, that it may be hk’
his glorious bedy, accerding to the mighty ¥ .
whereby he is uhle to subdue all things to hims* &

This is the whole of the prayer. [n the tw0lgs
ers which fullow it, there are two sentence? =
the Noncounformicts choose to connect with thi*Fg
er, and to make the ore the commentery "§
other, ‘Lhé senteuces are these— A ﬂl 3

¢ We givethee hearty thanks fir that it hath P gk

&

thee to deliver this eur brether out of the mis
this sivful world.’ :
And again, "1: »
‘We meckly beseech thee, O Father, to *
from the death of sin vnto the life of righlfi‘?“’"
that, when we shall depart tliis life, we may o ]
bim (i. e. in Jesus Chrict), as our hope s (lﬂ"‘
brother dcth.? : B ' o0
© We. have extracted these passages verbat!®iyl
cause every thirg depends on the very word® i
48 our readers will see when we shew the msf if
which ‘the words have been quoted by our #67gl
ries. The objections made to'them we shall tak® F
Baxter and Calamy, authorities smong the o
formists, v well as [rom the Nonconformi:ts’ "f.'
count of the Conlference in 1661.’ i
‘The two former writers unhesitatingly as!"—"% ¥
we pronounce those whom we bury thus to’b.
tainly saved. They argue this from the phri g
\God’s laking fo himself the soul of our brotber— 4
ithey interpret, taking that soul to heaven; W g8

lit only means, his taking that soul into his 0W® 8
y ) g

at least. . : ior dispotal. It i« taken from the Scriptural &g

In my zeal and ardent wishes to unite with the few!gion, (Eccles. xii. 7.)—* the spirit (or soul) un‘;‘;’;
humble and true foliowers of Jesus in other seeta, ]:who gate it.’ ..
have, more than once, beeu tempted to leap over the, 8o far, therefore, we do not find these obj’ 4

wall of separation ; but then how is this to be done:
consistently with the Scripture rule, and without.
over-looking the sin of schism? Does not St. Paul;
require us to - mark them that csuse divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrines which we have re-
ceived and to avoid them?” By mixing wiik otter|
‘communions, therefore, I would encourage divicion,
and might also partake of the sin' of heresy. Fur,J
who vill pretend to say, that all those who live under
the influence of dissent are pure in the faith? Among
the sects which I would most approve, {if a sect eould
at all be epproved by a well ordered mind,) I bave
observed such a deal of spiritusl pride, such an aver-
sion lo any thing which may.savour of a dictitorial or
reproving spirit in superiors, —such self consequence,
especially when speaking of any Scripture subject,—
and 87 many different opivions, with sach a constant
desire to criticise, and find fault with even those who
are much more able to judge and to decide upon all
maters of difference, that it is sickgning indeed to
think of the efftct of dissent.— And beside, we can
nn longer associate with dissenters, or make free with
them, without being in denger of talling in with some
anti-Scrijtural: creed, with some of the many and va-
rious beresies which have sprung up in the congeni-
al soil of Uivision,and thus ‘“ be partakers of other
mens’ sins.” If we favour dissent in one case; we
must, in order to be consistent, favour it in all in-
stances ;. for the Socinian has as much claim upon liber-
ty of conscience us the more orthedox.  But [ hope to
1rove, befare I conclude these letters that such liberty
of corscience, or rather, what is generally inderstood
by this term--liberty for every man to do as he likes,
is:no where to be:found in the word of God.

I remain, Messrs, Editors,
: Your’s, &e.

of the sawe rchigion, and | do vecture to say that if
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of much weight; but th:e whole force of the 876 g
is thrown into the exception taken against the
* in sure and certain hope,” &c. The following ° 7
will ¢hew their mode of srguing the question’ AP
* Now they’ (i. e. the’Noneonformists who %)
ed tu-this service) * durst not' damn @ kn‘d‘f“, :
terer, fo*niestor, and!drunkard, -while be Wﬂ’_tg
and yet save him when he wés deads Ner y&
eould they commit his body iv the pronund in ¢ 3%
certain hope of a happy resurvection to eternal ift. )
words” muit neeessurily be spoken wi:h refere” of
the person then inteired, inasmuch as thg}f,)
continuation of the foregoing declaration, vis- 7,
taking has soul to himsclf. Besides, it follows }
puts it out of doubt) in the last Collect or P
* That when we shall depart this life, 1we nay: ré&‘,, £
(viz.-Chist ) as our Aope is this our brother dolh:
Our readers will perceive that the words *'y
altered into ¢ a sure and cestain bope of 8.2
resurrection,” and their connexion with the g
‘we commit’ carefully kept in the ‘back'e‘"
This is disingenuous enough, for this little n“"df:
changes the whole sentence. In the words ~4?
Liturgy we surely simply -express’ our coﬂ"'z"rét
one of the articles of the Creed,”¢ The 'res“”i,{(
to-eternal life,” ~ And if any doubt could ‘re"’.h‘a;
the subject, it would be removed l)y'comp."a,’ 4
similar passsge in the burial service used ih" ¥
The corresponding words in that service aré iq,#‘
¢ We therefore commit his body to the de‘gh&’?
turned into cortuption, looking.for the resu?,f?d),‘ i
the body, (when the sea shall give up ber dq?(rjpg‘
the life-of the werld to come, through our L,or ‘
Christ.? o g . ﬁg
“ We cannot think it needful t& add any thIfE
to shew how unfounded an- assertion it is, Vi
Church pronounces'thcse whom she burie!“.."ﬁdtﬁ
trinly saved, She does express a hope afté




