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pose can be selected with a greater tpwbability of suecess,
than family worship. The perusal of the Scriptures shpuld,
of course, form a eonapicuous part of this duty, and pro-
bably, as far as is practicable and expedient, in a regu-
Jar series and order. An opportunity is thus afforded for
those of a family who have little leisure, and, perhaps less
ability or inelination, to read tor thémselves, to acquire a
fawmiliarity with the general tenor of the word of God,
parts (and but parts) of which they hear explained from
the pulpit. There is something 30 gentle, 8o free from
embarrassinents,and yet so foreible,in these daily lessons,
when suitably conducted, that the dullest understanding,
we might hope, would
hardest heart softened. :
. A second adyantage wag. thp facility. dfforded. by it in
domestic government.—1t tends to ipose a constant check
on the bad passions‘which mgay be ready to arise in an

tive duties. and, respons
God,‘élbs‘el;n%.blin&&mlf with, the sy
desires and-vainparpesest: It will tend
conversalion,. 1o,

to smooth ‘down |
what ever is morosé {
at least, is'its tendenoy ws Nirpsits beneficial effeets come|.
into.dug operatipn.. Apd.with what sase may a parent or
masier govern where children and servants. approve the
command is reasonable, and hhve Jearned and 1
obey—-not as.unto wan,but as.unto God! - :

nether benefitresulting from this dut

ppression of sinful

' wasits tenden.
cy lo unite the variois members of a family, and fo inspire
mutuai ¢onfidence andfove. ' Religion, which is confess-
edly the best bond.of unionin larger communities, is-like-
wise. 80 among -the; individuals of. more.coufined circles.
A degree of friendship is almost necessarily generated by
this.daily assembling of the members of a well-regulated
househqald—brothers and sisters, domestics and visilors—
independently of those frequent allusions which occur in
reading; tha Scriptures and addressing our great common
Pareal, to the community of their wanis,
jays.. )

Nil caritate mutna frolrum, nikil

Juctndis concordia;
Non aura suavis balesams quum funditur -
Aronis in sacrum c:[mt,', S
, DNon ras tenclla gemmulss axgeutsia..
T Phngdhs ' Sionis gramina,
- to ’fxww7d1dcih¢fo'iaﬂ uligine-
e L _ Pyalm 133d:

N ‘::t!u'..'\"_, B s
Bhtaffects like those will be. ultimately: folt beyond the
limils:of the privale cifcle ; for parents, magistrates, sena-

&

tors, mifisters.of religiom, were once chililfenin a fami-|.

Iy’ .M'\'Ml‘,ﬂ:th,al% suchshepeful-sabjects: be nurtured
or the state as in a religious:and ‘well ordered howsehold?
Whete can 'loyal obedience” be. hetter laarned towards
that “‘h““{:ml;h as the parent of l&e poeph‘;‘ than ;3
8 seens in whigh. the. parent is actingin the.spirit ofa mi
monarch? Andliow 5.“.5 inii?bbréiggﬁ%nTamgng that great
class of the comusunity, the servants.offatnilies, be better
checked than by: plhia.and affectionate iastruction inthejr
Quties, combined withthe powerful persuasive of a Chris-
tlan examplé.:: - - HEEA T .
- "It has been- justly cbserved, ‘that many eall for-ehureh
reformation and atate reformation, who yet are:the trou~
blers of the times themselves, and wiil not reform one little
family. If men.wouald ageée it a holy-education of their
servants and childten, church andstate would soon bere-
formed, The efforts of the-Christian minister would thus
De. essentially seconded ;- {or childten and servants judge
of things; not from what one-tnan says'to them one day in
s week, but from what every person is saping every day.’
So forcibly do.these considerations strike my.mind, that
Fcannot but adops the sentiment, that ¢if tie -existence of
€od-and the immortality of man were equivocal; if death
and judgment; heaven and bell, were asdoubtfulas they
are sure, yet family woxship would posseas sucls.reecom
msndations as no pradeat man would think it wise to op-
pose; and" findipg the-ovder und integrity, the submission
and the gaod will, l‘lwr'ﬁddlltyo.ﬂuruntl,' thé lové of chil:
dren, and'the union of all spsipging from this- duty, we
shiould still be gainers by assembling our families for the
offices of prayer and ‘praise, thouglt it 'were even ascertain-
ed: that. prayer should ba fryitless, and praise superfluous.’
In. concluding this paper, it may he welt to advert to
some-of- the examples of the wisest and* best-of men, in
supportand: illustration of thie duty of cherishing family
religion. We have before mentioned the case of'Abraham.
©f Moses it is reeorded that he was.faithful in all iis bouse;
and His illustrious successor expressed his determination
in the-memorableresolution ¢ As for me and my house;we
will'serve theL.ord.’ Of Cornelius it is declared, that ¢ he;
feared’ God; with all his house, and prayedto God alway.’
1 might also mention Elkanalt and Hannah, Zachariah and
Flizabeth, andthat interesting family in whose house the
Saviour himself often abode ; for ‘he loved'Mary and her

hyma oa the same subject

at length bo penetrated, and the| -

individual of the housebold 1 Theinstruction thus daily af-|
forded to-the membeys.of the family respecting their rela-|-
ibilities, will, under the blessing of|:

to bridle frivolous|
5 {be axcesses of intemperate mirth,j ~

 rnughness of temper, and to banigh|.”
#nd Ploomy from évery brow ! Sych,|.

aved tof.

and hopes, and}

examples, theduty arises, rather by way of inference; than
exﬁres_sl‘y from what is recorded..

ere for the present I conclude my quotation from Re-
marks on Family Prayer.; but.as poetry often makes a
greater impression on some minds than prose, and as every

siucere attempt should be-made, o make the duty of prayer

more generally understood, I send the following excellent

} SAMECH.
. . be conlinued.

Prarer is thé.soul's sincers desire,.

. Utter'd orunexpress’d,. .

" The motion of a hidden gre, L
"¢ That trembles in the breast:

Prayeris. the burden of a sigh,. ‘
" The falling o'!“ra 'lear,"{ _ ’
‘The upward glaneing of am eye,.
W:tn-none but God is near. -‘_ RTINS
Prajeristhe simplest fortk of speeck ~*
g5 oy Fhatlinfant lipseantsyy 0 0 ¢
. .. Prayery the sublimeststrains that reach: .
T ey onbigh
Brayer is the Ghuistian's vitsbbreatd,. . ..
The Christian’s native.air ; -
His watchword at the gate of death;.
‘He enters heaven with prayer.-

1

|

© Prayer is the ‘contrite sinner’s volee,.
Retuminlg' ﬁot': Tris waye s :
While angels in.¢ ¢it songs: rejoice.
And say, ‘ Behold he.prays.’ -

Nor prayer is made on eartl alene; - -
. .The Holy SEi_rit pleads; '
And Jesus on his heavenly throne, .

" For sinners intercedes, '

.
e

" OhY thou by whom we come to God,.
The life; the-truth, the way; = -
The path of prayar. thysetf hath trod,. . .
Lord, teach us how to pray, Sy
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If you co
delivered (o a cowntry ‘cengregstion.on 8 pluin but

qur readers as.da oot lgok for,

¥

earned disquisitions, |

[{mt are content o hear plain truths in 8 plain style, - [judgment, of etarny

you will'periapy’give it a plate in your ¥
when better mutter: dees riot’ pte'r; '

¢ Sicalke ikov that slcepest and arise. from- the dead
and Chirist shall.give thee bght."—Egb. v, 6. 14.. .
. A.life of sin is.compared to sleepy . pnd. be that is
indulging in te ways of wickedness is said {0 e desd,
8 'in reslity he is, to allthe true purposes of living,
Sin destroys the perceptions of-thé ®otl, it rendets nran
iosensibie to his true’ sitvatien, FBe'is' deulite :the
warning voice of conscienge; deaf (0. the {hreatnings
of Scripfure—to the terms. of the. Law and the graci.
ous invitations of the Gospel. ~ When men are asleep,
thoughs the greatest dangers are st taid,though the robie
bermay. be near-to-break in #nd- plutideitheir proper-

slualile paper

out' and cousume all- before them: yst all this while
they.are insensible to fearor anxigty.
In like manner thongh the wages of sin
though the sinnér be constantly exposed to the evers
lasting - destruction of body-and soul, y-et‘b_filtqde_d and
led on by hisseducirg- passions and wicked' compa-
nions, he proceeds. in his fats! caréeri - And.Obif
not checked by the grace of God,.he is rushing: fops
waed to temporal desth and to  death eternsl, to en-
dure the stings of the worm that:never dieth and of|
the fré which never shall ‘be quenched. =~
How. earnest;importunate the entrealy,' Awake: tHour
that sleepest and arise from the dead and Chrirt shell
give thee light.’ . i
But not only is-the openly rebellious and darin

sinner in this awful situation, There isa +tate of luke-
warmness and: indifference-which is.if possible more to
be dreaded than this. In the one 0"80,“_’6 sin which
a man commits is constantly staring him in the fuce,
and unless conscience be eatirely. n‘.uﬂed,_he may yet,
by the mercy of God be aroused to see his danger and
turn from bis wickedness and live._ Iu the other, he
(olds himself up in a fancied security, he says ‘peace,
peace, where there is no peace’ and he slambers on
the brink of eternal 1uin. He may be, in many res-

sin be death,

witer, and Lazarus ;* though, perhaps,in several of theseypec

ts, attentive to the ouiward ordinances of religion;

" Ho be full of terror to his. soul, *“ swske thou thaf

" [forget the momentuous realities of eternity.

. ling to = orown of glory. which, threugls: the: rich: mop
. [cies of Gudytbey would obtain—that erown which is

. |wbat-be so indefatigably pursues, itié after ali bof

. | They delight in worldly mirth and dissipation.
" |their fagsts, but they regard not the work of:the Lopdy
v ~ |ueither oonsider the operation of his hands.”

nsider the following extraet from s Sermon|.

solamn subject, geloptated. to be: of spuvice to, spch. of [our boly religion.

ed wpén-theiv condition,: -who have never séen t®

terribla-will be the summeus whiclr may. he speedil

ty, though the raging flumes. be.ready to buirst| -

but he ix in reality, ignorant of the exceeding gres¥
love of God in Christ Jesus, of his utter ruin by ns~
ture and of the absolute neces:ity of the quickeni::i
grace of the Holy Spirit to awaken him to a new 8né
holy life. 1f he teek not that.grace to arouse him 10
a newness of life, il he live not by. faith on the So8
of God, if he trive not to walk in all the commands
ments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless, be#’*
yet, however safe he may seem in Lis own eyes, fof
from the kingdom of God..

To bim the words must Be repeatedand they ought
sleepest and arise from the dead and Chiist shall givé
thee light. - ‘
"Phere- is- ever. danger, leat-the- things of the world
should gain the ascendancy over. the beart, lest mes
should be o occupied with the things of time, as 0
. , roity.. 17 mep
would but strive to be rich towards God, &s they stFive
fo gain earthly perishing rickies, they wow'd bearpits

incorruptible and undefiledand that fadeth vot away-
. Alas!_bow much toil is apent in vain.in the pussuif-
of worldly things!" He who is most esrnest in pursuit
of riches may find himself wofully dissppointed in ob*
taining the object ofbis wishes::and thew, if he sequit¥

the meat that perisheth. A few short years—apd o
must lexve all of worldly. possessions. How small #
part of a man’s ricliés is required'to furnish all (h®
furniture of the tomb. From this dresm of esrthly
riches and worldly prosperity these words would si
to arouse you ‘awake thou that sleepest and arie#
from the dead and Christ shall give thee light.” -,
.Others seek their happiness in the deceitful ples~
sures of this vain world. Does any thing gay or allure
ing invite them, they are ever ready ut the cllf"]-"
[ 3

.y

harp and the viol, the tabret-and pipe 2nd wine are I8

In such persons there is a lpit&:) of levity, whie
prevents them from dwellfng on' the' ‘great: truths &

' “They show. every t1ifle to banii
the - soletn; thovghts of .desth svd
? L ssivation aud eternnl deatruction-
Tbhey,fondly imxﬁi&c {Abaf.the mocrow. shall be as thi¢
day,snd promise themselves that iu futu_ro_¥g';.:’._, or 8
the close of'life, when: the “world has no longer &
iinusements for $hem, br (e isnothing herein w
thay cam find delight, they will thon arduse:themselvss
in resl earnest o secure their salvation. . How terrs .
ble to such persona-as- bave never thought of the i
portaince of i

from~their: minds-

p

o g0 D

religion “who liave néver seriouly uﬁe’c?z
necessity of making their peace with GodimQOh! hoW

pronoynced upon: them. ¢ this day or this. night ak

thy soul be required of thee.”

vl

‘The Bistop of Lichfield and Coventry, 'DE.Ryddf;ig
ranked dtnong those of the €lergy ‘of tite Ghurch, wh
have been styled, what iodeed~ alf Olergymen mm’ﬂ“
to.be,in the strict sense of the word, evangelical.-:’
Under these impressions of his charaeter the follos$
ing extracts from a charge delivered. by his Lordshiff
in 1822, are highly ioteresting,. oy
. Onthe Celobration of the Bgptismal Service. .10 .
The higher your view of the benafits conferred, th¥
deeper should be your sense ofthe respen,-ibilig ont
tailed upon all the-persons-concerned in the office—3
the- more wigitant lnd""soliqilmll should you be, the!
the whole heart,in yourselver,and in-a}f (bve adtendantf
shou!diaseend with the animating patitious, sndt
then, if ever,God'should bie worshipped in. spiﬁt.lﬂ‘
in truth. . B
Is it, in your view, the moment when an im’moﬂ'l, :
soul, once born in sin and the child of wrath, recei"“ :
a eovenanted interestin the atoning blood of the Ss¥"",
our and a federal right to supplicate in everyfv”
ture oase of repented sin ? ls itin your view the mo”
ment when an immortal soul, by nature inclined t*
evil, and unable to help itself, obtains a title throuf:
Christ to tlie promise of the HolySpiri': and thus bs¥
jsecured ta it in ufier life,fhe offir of ability to Lelie¥#¥

&




