
The Dominion Review.

N oi.L iv. F-LIIRUARY. 18(». NO. 2.

liV l IAi t J. Ni. WHI El EH.

Tiiî. difficulty is, however, pruîperlY met by Mr. Gialton in lus liatest reseacilies.

It lies in the constanit tendetley te illecri)litN' of wliich 1 have spekei. lIn

1 pri1flCuts on seeds of dhiffereut size, but Of tie saille species, Mr. (iaitoil

Iiiticed that the offsprinug diii not resetubie their parenits iu size, bunt aiwiîys

telid te L) apreachi a î~ ineluln size -ti lie sinai hr tiîan the piarenits if the

Uretts were large, to e ut irgr tiiau ti e patren its if th e paren its we ce Sinai I.

T11 poinîît tif coi t ergîen( was bel o >1w the auirit g sîzv. lit le.ga(i tii ininiait

I iui git, ain exîîecîîneiit furu ishiei thle resu1 t tliat wcru te average i iigli t of

thei two piarents eititer exveeded or feui shiort of the ileat standard fieiglit, thit

if tiîeir offsprin g we nid ie eue- tiiird uiarei. The ie xpiii a t jil, Ofut ci e, is

tIi t the chl i n erits iiurtiy fro iii s piarents, partly froint h is aui tstry. Thi e

fîî rtiîer h is geiiealegv gees I iîik, th e re nmimen>is andt t arcul i s aliceIsti rs

I aîeUle, utaitl thii e illean staitre lîcceties tihe saille as tii tt if titi rae. 'i'e

ii.an whio Iioasts descent frîîîu sîîiîi Norîtuan btaronu rarel v retiects io iOW lioit-

reîvablv smnail eaul lie the slmare of titat retuote aîîîestîîr in fîîrtuliîi is îîwiî

cetistittition. The fathei transinits, on ait average, ene-hlf of his nature,

t grantlfatie one-feurtit, tue great grandlf:tlter oe-eigiti. tue shiace de-

cieuusimg in geuiiitrical ratiuo witii gtett raidity. 1'iw ]lw Of regression,

towtards the avecages of parentages. teils iîeaviiy agsitîst the ftull transissioni

oîf tiiv ratrî and viluabie gift. Tlue more ueltîiinl tht gift, the more excel-

tioiii is the good fortune of a parenît wuiîî ius al iii lil of cilual or greater

;Iiiilities thia Iimiiiseif. If this disveurages extravaganît hopeîs in gifted parents,

t tne less diseinitenances extravntagamt fetu-S in those NN-no tire at littie i>eiow

the staundard.
1I; lierethity, wtith its constantt ancestral pull, al hitt te pirigress ? Net entireiy.

Thei vol-% average tvpe te wiiicl tue tendency is te revert is net al statiotiary

fit le aptitude' for 1 îrogress, the hiabit of adaptality te new conditions,

uMid tue faci \ of inivention~, atre tîteinseives heritable, an;d with cadi genera-

lin llie iiaiîiliiv te reversion is sligiitiy dimainisied. It stili rernains true that

the rivilizeti races supiiiftft savages, andt that feebier nations are overconte hy

strîîîgîc eues. The eit..dreli et a gifted pair are far more likeiy te lie gifted-i

thil tle cimilreîi of ait average pirî. I say pair, for ttny excepional qulaiity

will lie dinîiinished iii the first generation inless both parents partake ouf it.


