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INTRODUCTION OF CIRISTIANITY INTO BRITAIN.

Parti-an writers of the rresent day are fond of attributing the introduc-
tion of Christianity into Britain to the preaching of Augustine, or Austin,
as he is often called. who came over from Rome in the time of the Anglo-
Saxon, at the inltigation of Pope Gregory I. But the fact is, Christi-
anity was planted in Britain aliost as early as in Rome itself'; and there
are the strongest reasons for believing that St. Paul was the messen«er hy
whomn it was introduced. In the 15th chapter of his epistle to the Ro-
nmans. lie mientions his intended journey into Spain ; and as, aceording to
the testimîony of all the fathers. lie passed the interval of eight years
betweeni his first imprionmeut at Rome and his second arrest and nartvr-
doin "in gninz up and down tlronnlh and preaehine in the western parts,"
it would be difficuit to suppose that such journev was not taken.

Theodoret, an einient writerand accurate Chnreh hisiorian of the fifth
century, assures us that St. Paul did visit Spain ; and, calline at " the
isands that lie in the ocean," lie " persuaded even the Britons to
receive the laws of the cructified Lord."

Gildaq, a native of Britain, who flourished in the sixth century, writing
of the wars between the Romans and the native Briti>h Sovereigns, states
that in the interval between the defeat of King Caractacus. in the year 51,
and that of Quecn Boadicca, ten years after, " tie cheering beans of the
Sun of Righteousness had shore upon thisfrozen We."

Venentius, who was Bishop of Poictiers in the filth century, states that
"Paul crossed the ocean, and preached in the countries which the Britons
inhabit." Eusebius, who wrote at the close of the third, and during the
early part of the fourth century, and whose aceuracy as an ecelesiastical
historian is universally admitted. enunerates the BritisL 1sles as among
the countries vlere the Goepel'had been preached by the Apostles ; and
Jerome. the nost learned of the Latin fathere, translator of the version of
the Bible. called the idgate. avers that " St. Paul preahhed the Gospel
in thice wern parts, and took his course from ocean to ocean."

In the ancient records called the " British Triads" it is related that
Bran. the father of Caractacus, havine, with other menbers of bis family,
been taken to Romie as hostages for his son, while there embraced
Chri.stianity, and returning honme after, " seven years captivity, brought
the gospel to the Cumbrians." Now, when it is renembered that the
disclarze of St. Paul "rom prison happened nearly at the sane time with
that of Bran and his family: taking into consideration the great probabi-
litr that the new converts would be nost anxious for the Apostle to visit
thsir henighted country, and that he was induced to do so at their earnest
Folicitation, we have in the absence of other testinony, fair grounds for
assuming that, not only was the Gospel promulgated in Britain previous to
the year 51, but also that its promulgator was St. Paul himuself. There
is however, (as bas already been shewn), no lack of other authorities on
the subject. and the testimony which inay surely be regarded as plhcing
the natter beyond doubt, is that of Clement, the personal friend and fel-
low-labourer of the apostle, referred to in the Epistle to the Philippians,

* Tho ancients knew nothing of any conntrv west of the Britisl ies . bence it
was their prartice to speak of then as " the feles of the occan" ," ihe Ifles of tho

"the utmost boundtî of the west", " the utmost Britons,," &e . &c.
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