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Quod semper; quod xbique; quod ab ibus
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LETTER IX. ;

SLOVOAND GENERAL PROOF,DRA \\'.\'J’no.\! T3,
LITURCGIES,

e .
!lhc bishops and priests, as was the symbol in 1he‘
imemory of the fauthful. in both cases, their mcm-l
ories were their bouks. ‘Thisdiying rule was held;
10 be established by Jesus Chiist and his apostles::
lence the ancigyt usage of obligingthe priests
to lecarn the liturgy by heart; which custom is!

scrupulously recommended and observed among:

ithe Copts. "Fhis Precaution of not wiiting the!

contradictory compeers, 1 the seventeenth and
cighteenth centurics. first begin to call in quest
the ancient origin of the liturgies. In sober sen
ousness, do you pretend to put your opinion in con
petition withthe testimony of the whole Chyistian
world, during) the first six centuries? Have
youany historical information hearing on this fact
‘\vhich was unknown to the ancients? Are you not

Can you account for this reserve, Sir? Can;'symbol, the formularies of the sacreinents and (hc!,ﬂi so greata distance from those times, and ware

rou explain why they wese so fearful of commit-
ting the liturgy to paper? 'Fhis question, you
must alow, would have now cmbarrassed you,
had it not been put o you before, at an earlier stage!

of this discussion, Indeedit is impossible, accord- |

irg to the notions of the Cahlmsts, and Zuingli-
ans, to account for this ancient observance. The
prayers of invocation would not have borne, indeed
<ould not bear, any other sense than to ask of God
10 make the bread and wine, sile and commeon
creatures, become the sign and figure, the erablem
or memorial of the body and blood of Jesus Christ
present in heaven, but absent from the carth:
Now this petition is so simple and natural, so per-
irctly coinciding with the ideas, and suited to the
taste of all manking, that there could have been no
nossible motive forits concealiment, but otherwise
eyery reason in the world for its manifestation,
Reflect here upon what has been said respecting
the discipline of secrecy in general: the arguments
there suggested by the subject return bere upon
115 in their full force, and most naturally explainthe
«xtreme reserve of the church in regard to the
prayers composing the liturgy.

Bug, you will say, it being once granted, that,
vor several centuries, theliturgies were not written,
't must follow of course, that there was no fixed
aud determined formulary for the celebration of]|
1he holy mysterics, and that it is an errarto attri-

! prayer of consccration owed ifs origin to the gene-
.ral discipline of secrecy, and ended together with
.it, about the time of the council of Ephesus,
in 431.*

,not they so near them, that their testimony must ¢
‘vidently be preferred before the judgment you ven
tured fo form? They belonged to the primitive

)

i.times, the greater nnmber of them were connect-
22 Ilave one simble remark to tnake to you, .ed with the very origin of thingsby a very few info

Yand greatly should I rcjoice were it to catch the e_ve,',crmediatc hinks;* the {radition if it was at lcast
iof all thuse, who call in question the apostolic ori-| fresh and vigorous; ond :"'0\’]‘] you, who tome
1gin of theliturgis. Al the fathers who for the fourtcen or fiffeen centurics after  them, “'m‘-‘
Hfour first ages make meation of the liturgies, before ;doubt, suspicion and Unc.mﬂmf)',am}l?d :hcu' posi-
Hhey were committed fo writing, and all those who ), 1i1¢ persuasjon and unanimous deposition? Cerfain

1bad occasion afterwards tospeak of them, are of one

{language held now a days? You sir, apd your

*There was then no longer any reason for fear-
“ing that the mysteries should fall in fo the hands of
‘the Pagans, because the Ewmperors having embrac-
-ed Chnstianity, the faithful were no longer compel-
yJed to give up the Scri{nurcs. Nov, therefore,
-was the time to commit the syinbol and the liturgy

to writing. Almaost all the churches must have de

“termined upon it, because the number of the Chris-
‘tians increasing to an infinite extent, and that of the
.or beexpected, that they should be all as fervent
'and enlightencd as they were in and afies the time
rof St. Justin, soas themselves to make suitable
rprayers adapted topersons and times, or that they
Ishould allhave memories to learn and remember
 these pray crs, without the possibility of ever read-
‘ing them in a_book.—Le Brunsur les liturgies,
‘tom. 11, p. 132, edi, in.

tule to the apostles the institution of the liturgies,
«tels as we now have in wriing.

"I'his objection s partially, bt th ¥ no means en-| postulic constitutions, falsely attributed to Pope Cle
rively founded on truth. as Ihope soon to consincey’

vou. Tocometo a better understanding of the ;. century, between St. Bazil snd Nectarius, that is
jibetween 370 and 890, The liturgy is piven in an
1 you know that the formulary of faith “as,-“b"d@d form i .ihe 2a¢ book, and at full length in

matter, a little explanation will be fnecessary.

for wmany ages preserved among the Christians
without the helpof the Scriptures. «The symbol
«f our faith and of our hope comes tous from the
ostles, and is not writlen, said St. Jerome.”
No onc writes the symbol, s.id St. Augustine, and
it isnotfo beread. Repeat it 1n your mind, cach
day, rising and refiring to rest;your memeory wust
he your book. it vodis coder memoria vestra.”
Vke like s tobe said of the prayers of the liturgy.

{__ Up to this time we discover no trace of writen
liyurgies, with the esception of the book of a-

ment, but the real author of which is supposed by
the best critics to nave lived some time in the 4th

~the Sth,

’ The 85th canon is very cemarkable: «These
constitutions reduced into S baoks by me Clement
i for vou a bishop, must an noaccount be divulged,
‘bccnusc of the mysieries it cogtains.” In the
ifourth age therefere they scemed to think that the
'd;sc)p]mc of secrecy was cstablished from the be-
{givning: ﬂ:eymmsttf)ercfore bave been convinced
’1):& the liturgies were derived from the apostles,
since the digesting of them is kere attributed to
|Clement, the disciple and successor of St. Pofer;
1and since in the cighth book the auther positively

jmind in attributing their institution to the apostles. |
+Of this we have supplied the proofs, What is the,

,priests augmenting in proportion, it could no long- l

1.y itis now your greates interest to divest th: litur-
gies, if possible, of their apostofic origin, because
“inthem you read yvour condemsation,: but in for
'mer times men had no Interest either in contesting
"their real origin or in palming a false onc upor
Tthem. Catholics, Heretics and Scismatics were alt
ilagreed upon ¢his fact. There was no dispute not
reproach on cither side.  The conviction of all was
I equally strong—the belief universal. Tn your o
i pinion, which of these {wo deserve the most eredan:
' Would any tribunal, any unprejudiced person lay
it more stress upon the doubts of a few persons of the
cigeleenth century, thauupon the posjtive aflirma-
“tion of all the christian churches of anliquity, rcs
pecting a fact much more easily ascertained au
of the first importance inthose times, because i
was cvery where intimately connccted with the ha
bitual celebratinn ofthe holy mysteries? i
3¢ Again, when we attribute the liturgies to ihe
apostles, we do ias o their substance but not.as tu,
every particularpast & portion of thern, Every book,
of common u age, every cellection of | rayers Sccev
remonies is subject to change. TWhat js adapted
to onc time may not be so to auother, Bublic wor-,
ship could not be the same during times.of.persecn- .
tian as in the days of peace, nicther could the mass,
be celcbrated in subterancoys vaults, or in prison,
with the same pomp and on the same grand scale,
asthey aflerwards were in maguificent templea
and basilikcs.  Particular circumstances, Jecalea-

Jamities, or feastsnewly established required acw
land appropriate prayers. Tho prefaces and cop-

*At Lyons for example, in 201, there was but
one infermediate link brtween Treneasand St John,
Pothinus who could have known him, because ke
was 15 yedrs of age swhen that apostle died,or Poly-

‘They were fuithfully preserved ip the memeory of. declares that his liturgy came from St James.

carp, who had been hisdisciple.



