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T/he An.-ient WEor/d and G/tris-
(iaiiity. By E. DE PzrESSE\SE,
D.D. Translated by ANNIE HIAR-
WOOD HOLMDEN. 8VO, pp. X>xXi-
479. New York: A, C. Arm-
stron,. & Son. Toronto: William
Briggs. Price $1.75.
\Vith this book Dr. Pressensé

wvorthily crowns the labours of a long
and busy life, and conipletes the
cycle of his studies of Christianity
and its conquest of the world. His
noble series of volumes on this great
theme formn a monument " more
lasting than brass." Few men pos-
sess at once the rich aiýd varied
learning of Pressensé and his literary
grace and skill. His style is like a
heral("s coat, wvith its rich en--
broidery of nietaphor and simile.
But the fabric is also closely wvrought
and strong. There is an inimitable
French grace and elegance, but one
feels ail the time that he is wvalking
on the solid ground of wvell-ascer-
tained fact.

In the great progressive move-
ments of tht- ages Pressensé recog-
nizes the guidin, providence oý God.
"he great organ of knowledge in
the moral world5" he says, " is con-
science, of xvhich the iaw of duty, in-
separable froin free will, is the fun-
damental axiom. Everywhere and
always wve have found the voice
of conscience uplifted in support of
the law of right. Everywhere wve
have found the soul of man soaring
above the earth and aspiring after
immortal life, crying out for a God
greater than any local and national
divinities." In the development of
lus august theme our author begins
with the religions of the ancient
East-Chaldeo-Assyria, Egypt and
Phoenjcia. Then lie treats the
religious de,,elopmnent of the oriental
Aryans, especîally the religion of
Zoroaster. Book third treats of the
religions of India, of the Vedas and
Buddha. Book four treats of Hellenic
paganism, and of the development of
the Greek6conscience, as seen in its
laniguage, literature, art, worship, and

philosophy. The concluding book
discusses the Greco-Romian pagan-
ismn and its decline, the social and
moral condition of the pagan world
at the comiing of Christ ; the failure
of false religions and false philoso-
phy to appease the imniortal hunger
and thirst of the soul ; the satiety
and disgust of life amid excessive
luxury; the hopelessness of a wvorld
wveary with waiting for the Divine
Healer of its wvoes. And this is his
conclusion: " When we find that
eighteen centuries ago, in the de-
cadence of a 'vorld ready to perish,
the unutterable groaning of creation
wvas answered by a sovereign mani-
festation of holiness and love, which
caused a new river of life to flowv
through the thirsty land, this great
fact,attested byunquestionable docu-
ments, gives confirmation to our faith
in Christ. And in this troubled even-
ing of the nineteenth century, our
only hope of an effective salvation
for society lies in that great spiritual
force which eighteen centuries ago
put new life and vigour into a state of
society as efféte and roubled as that
of to-day."

Phiosoihy and Pie1zý,ion: A Series
oýf Addresses, Essays, and Ser-
;nions, des4rnied to set for/h Great
Truths ini Pop5ztlr Fýornz. By
AUGUSrUS HoPKINS STRONG,
D.D. 8vo, pp. 632. Newv York:
A. C. Armstrong, & Co. Toronto:
William Briggs. Price $î.5o.
This book contains the best

thoughits of a profound and original
thinker, gleaned from the records of
a long and studious Wie. Dr. Strong
is the President and Professor (if
Biblical Theolgy in the Rochester
Theological Serniinary. He is thor-
oughly equipped for the discussion
of the vast and varied themes treated
in this volume. J-e prssesses in ad-
dition a beauty of s'yle, a vigour of
thought, a clearness of insight into
the topics on which he writes, that
mnake his essays very interesting
:iid. attractive reading. The fact that


