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musie and song, ail these ivill have their sphere; but what we
most need ks a deep and solemn sense of our relations to God and
the great hereafter, together with a hopeful view of the mar-
vellous redemptive, influences of HEim who turned the water intoý
wine and raised Lazarus from the grave.

1V ks, 1 fear, beeoming more a question with men, even in
Christian lands, whether there be any God or any hereafter;
and while philosophie and scholarly ininds are dealing in their
own way with such negations, it remains for Christian people
to exemplify, and with augmerited earnestness, the practical
graces of the Gospel, causing theni to see that there is no power
to heal and bless like the religion of the cross. The unhappy
iniseonceptions which have prevaîled as to the nature of Chris.
tianity will gradually, we trust, disappear. Already there are
many signs of a eloser approximation to the true idea and spirit
of the Gospel,and with this approximation will corne an inerease
of power over ail forms of evil.

That the world will aceept certain sectarian types of eccles-
iastical teaching is not probable, and it is not desirable; but
the elementary principles of the Gospel-the faith, the hope, the
charity of the Gospel-these must finally prevail; or, if not,
thon, indeed, the worid is no cosmos or rational order, but onl>
chaos and a kind of sham world-ih, fact a devil's world and not
at ail God's world.

But to sueh a faith, or no-faith, it is not possible for men
generally to corne. Always in the great heart of man lives and

h burns a moral and rational ideal of things, and this, along with the
inward sadness and unrest of humanity heaving and moaning like
the sea, wiUl ever'draw the world onward, with an indestructible
faith and hope, toward the infinite God and some indescribable
glory yet to be revealed. Always we shall see visions of some
grand celestial city, with its pearly gates, its jasper walls, its
golden streets, its erystal river, ts* tree bearing ail manner of
fruits, with its leaves for the healing of the nations. The ear of
faith will neyer cease to hear the eûhoes of the eternal song and
the harpers harping wîth their barps. There ks that within ua
by reason of whieh the Gospel will, from. time to tume, recalk
humanity froni dreary atheism and pessimisrn, and preclude.
their final prevalence. And the more extreme the pessimism, the.
more vigorous will be the rebound into the arms of Hirû whose-
voice sounds evermore iu our ears, saying, ciBelieve in God ;-
believe also in me." "cCorne unto me, ail ye Lhat labour and are,
heavy laden, and 1 will give you restY"

This gIorions city of the Apocalypse, this coxning ci'republie
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