
Tite Methodiat Magazine.

Medioeval Mysteries and Miracle
Plays. The author boars tes3timioiy
to the sincerity and simple piety of
the plain peasant people whio enact
tho august and soleinn scexies. The
Passion Spiel, never-tlieless, seeixis to
us5 an anachronisîn that 'ingers liko a
belated glîost of miidnight iii thc lighit
of day.

Part threc, and the largest section
of the book, is ain accounit ot the
cities of the Czair--St. Petersburg
and Moscow. The latter, especially,
is one of the îuost interesting cities
iii Europe, with its strange, biending
of the Orient and Occident, of mecdi-
zeval barbarie spiendour, and iiodern
civilization, the stately citurches,
palaces, nmuseunîs and galleries, are
set forth with strikiîîg fidelity. We
înust again refer to the delicacy of
the engravings, and handsoine ex-
terior. It is an adznirablè gift book
for ail the year round.

Tite (Japitals of Spanish Aîmrica. By
WILLIAM ELLORY CURTIS. fllus-
tî'ated. 8vo. Pp. 715. New
York: Harper & Brothers. To-
ronto: William Brigrgs Price
$3.50.

This is a valuable addition to the
nobe Iibrary of travel published by
the Harpers. In interest of theme,
in importance of information, in
beauty of illustration, it is jiot sur-
passed by any previous issue of this
house. As Connifssioner front the
United States to the Governents of
Central and Soutii AimericaL, Mr.
Curtis enjoyed unusual advantage
for ntastering the study of the econo-
mic, social and p)olitical relatiorýs of
tîtose interesting peuples. Nowhiere
eise will be found SO co-iiplete, reli-
able and succinct an account of
Mexico, Guatemala. Honduras, Ni-
caragua, Sait Salvador, Costa Rica,
Coloînbia, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,
Bolivia, Chili, Uruguay, Paraguay,
Brazil and the Argentine Republie.

Much of the inîformation here
given cornes with ail the force of a
strange surprise. It is not, we think,
geîîerally known that Buenos Ayres
lias twenty-three lines of steainships
sailing to, Europeani ports; that it

hias wealthior banks thaît any in the
United States, being exceeded only
by two banks in the worid; that it
lias more daily j>aper than New
York or London, and lias mlore tele-
phones and electrie liglits in propor-
tion to the piopulationi thaît any City
iii the world. Its two universities
rank with Yale and Hiarvard. The
Argç,entinie Republic spends nmore per
pupil than any other country excO1)t
Australia. The papal nuncio, de-
nounced the teaching of soine forty
Yankee " school - îîta'ams. " The
nuncio and the archbishop, too, who
canme to, lus rescue, were slîippcd
back to Romte, and the heretîcai
school-teaclîers staid. With less than
haif a million people, Buenos Ayres
lias 93 miles of street raîiway, 3,800
licensed lîacks and waggons, and
scwers "Ilarge enougli to mun a railway
traint through. " It hias a churchi
worth a quarter of a mllion. The
river systein of the country is unsur-
passed, aîtd its, railway systern will
soon equal that of the United States.
Its wealth in wheat, in cattie, iii
horses, is enormous. 0f Monte
Video, the capital of Uruguay, ai-
înost as iinarveilous a tale niay be told.

We have said enough to show the
important citaracter of titis book as
iliustrating the new civilization of
the Spanisi Repubies. The stately
architecture of Sant Jose, Bogota,
Caraccas, Quito, Lima, Santiago, and
Rio de Janeiro wiil be a surprise te
niost readers, as weil as the mnajestic
sceniery and cxhaustlcss resources of
the countries of which they are the
capitals. Admtirable iîîaps.axtd nearly
four hundrcd engravings illustrate
the volunme. For artistie mnent we
have seldoni, if ever, seen the latter
surpassed. The very texture of the
drapery, the bronzed skin of the
natives, the mystery of the tropical
forests, and of the sky-piercing
mountains, etc., are exquisiteiy ren-
dered. The domninance of the Roman
Cathoic Chiurcli is the great blight
of the country, and our author gives
sorne of the priests a very bad char-
acter. But many of the southerzi
repubies are beconîing restive under
the yoke, and are asserting both civil
and reiigious liberty.


