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THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

irom its candidates a deolaration “That
4hey. are prepared to promots the glory
«of the Gross, and that they are Christians
beli,c’aving in the dootrines of the Huly Trin-
iy,

tSZ'[ purpose now placing in the archives of
4his-Havereign Great Priory, asan historioal
=zelio, the Templar Rituals 1 brought with
e from England thirty-three years ago,
wiz: The revised copy of 1851, with that
of its original 1791 A. D., as used in the
«QCross of Christ” Encampment, London,
and. “*Naval and Military,” at Portsmouth,
%ogether with an old Scottish “Malta” cere-
amonigl, from all of which our historically
oorrectad ceremonies of the United Orders
of the Temple.and Malta of 1876 are de-
rived, containing the whole of the old
rituals, but with fuller explainations, and
$here is no question that they embody the
authorized English system since its first
promulgation in the British Dominions.

€‘THE HIGH GRADTS AND THE ROSE CROIX.}

I maintain that the United Orders of
4the Tempie and Malta, or degrees of Tem-
plary in their later Masonic revival, are
not a part of the “High Grades” of Ma.
sonic rites or degrees. The great objec-
tion to these higher degrees, as they are
called, is “they are a confusion withont a
sequencs,” being a ‘pick up,” as our
neighbors would facetiously express it, a
gathering together of fragments from the
ancient and long forgotten system, which
olever ritualistic manufacturers have ap
propriated, placing interpolations upon
them to suit their own views, and 1t
seems to have been the cmstom in the
last century for ‘High Grade” Masons,
particularly French ones, to take poases.
sion of the names of ‘‘State’ Orders of
Knight' od and invent rituals appropriate
40 them, and then confer them as Masonic
degrees. There are namerous ins‘ances of
this in Oliver’s list of Masonic degrees.

All Masonic writers of repute are of
opinion that the best of thesy degrees, is
the “Ross Croix,” and singularly enough,
this, with the “Kadosh,” were Templar de.
grees, having nothing to do with the aggre.
gation of side degrees which compose the
vemainder of the rites. The ‘ Rose
‘Croix”{;d vKadosh” originally belonged
%0 ourEnglish Templar system, and were
somewhat surreptitiously obtained by the
A.& A.S. Rite 33° on its establishment
in England.

Tho *“Rose Croix of Herodim,” in the
original form of the “English” Templar,
was the next step after the Templar cer-
emony, possessing similar oharacteristics,
4he object in both being the same. The
Templar perhaps confining itself more to
fnots, while the *Rose Croix” displays
anore of the allegory. The “Rose Croix,”
soevered from Templary, has but little
zneaning. '

I am quite in accord with old members.
who are wunited in opinion that it should
never have been separated, and I would be
glad to see it again restored to its proper
place in this Sovereign Great Priory and
workec., instead of the non-Christian degree-
of the Babylonish Red Cross, so entirely
out of placs, and without significance
amongst the Templar degrees, but to which
a few Preceptories cling, where the Ameri-
can element predominates, it being a park
of their system, and only tolerated but in
no way belonging to ours, its great attrace
tion consisting in its scenic Oriental display
and costume, and last, though not least,
“regal banquet.”

The Rose Croix, as now conferred, .does
not exolusively belong to the A. & A. S,
Rite 83° of.Canada; other rites and sys.
toms claiming it with the Kadosh—a degree
referring to the suppress .a and persecution
of the Ancient Templars, which I do not
consider of so much importance as the
“Rose Croix.” -

PRECEPTORIES AND PRECEPTORS.

Singe our last meeting, I have fouud
it advisable to remove *Gondemar” Pre-
ceptory from the small village of Munat-
land to the neighboring well-known beautd
ful towa of Brockville, on the St. Law.
rence, where an old Craft Lodge and Reyal
Arch Chapter have long been established,
and I have every reason to think the Pre.-
ceptory will now flourish, as I regret vo say
it had fallen into some disorder and decay,
chiefly owing to the extraordinary and
unuuthorized conduct of the former Reg-
istrar. .

In October and November last, I visited
this Preceptory, accompanied by the Pro-
vincial Prior { Fra. Lazier, of Belleville,
who had made tedious journeys and spared
neither time or trouble to restore hare
mony and the proper condgcting of the
business of the Preceptory, wichout any
permanent good results.

Tpou investigating complaints made to
mg, I considered it necessary to suspend
the Registrar, my reasons for so doing
the Grand Chancellor will lay before you.

The irregular manner in which the cere-
monies of the Order had been conducted
was brought to my notice, and were anye-
thing but calculated to insure success or
respect; it appears to have been the ous.
tom of the Presiding Officer  to hury
through all receptions—declaring the Chap-
ter open—reading a few passages from the
ritual, and after a partial explanation of the
modes of recognition, again declaring the
Chapter closed until some fature time,
when the remeinder of the ceremony wounld
be communicated.”

Apparently, it is too often the practice
for indolent Preceptors to allow the Regis-
trar, or other officer who may have held’
the office of Preceptor, to assume contro




