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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tii.. dcath of the Czar of Russia is the ail-
absorbing Luropean topic of interest. The
estimates of his character are various, but aIl
seeni to agree that he lias been the great pre-
server of European peace. His eldest son, who
succeeds hin, is a young man, and is said to
possess advanced radical ideas.

THE great Missionary Council of the Anieri-
can Church which was held recently seens to
have been a real suiccessin arousing enthusiasn
for the noble cause. Thirty-nine of the Anieri-
can bishops were present, besides many clergy,
representing both home and foreign mission
fields. The discussions and speeches vere ail
most practical and interesting, and mucli in-
creased interest, both theoretical and practical,
in missions and imissionaries cannot fail to fol-
low as a result of the great gathering.

Church Bells (Eng.) says: I Sone extracts
fron a letter of Bislop Bickersteth, of Central
Japan, which appear elsewlhere, contain a refer-
ence to a plan of which we have been for sone
time cognizant. It is nothing less than that the
Church in Canada shiould have a Canadian
bishop in Japan with a missionary jurisdiction.
The Cliurch in Canada lias been for sonie time
lionorably distinguislhed for the zeal with
which its meibers have striven not only to
evangelize the Indians at home, but also to
carry the Gospel to heathen peoples in foreign
parts. A number of Canadian missionaries are
now at work in variots parts, and it is charac-
teristic of the ardor of Canadian Churchinen

that they should no'w be seriously considering
the practicability of also sendng out a mission-
ary bishop. Bishop lBickersteth wvrites as if ie
anticipated the iimediate accomplishment of
the scheme, but we are inclined to think that
this is hardly likely to be the case. There are
a variety of difficulties which have to be over-
cone and many details to he arranged. There
is, however, no reason, so far as we are aware,
why the wishes of Canadian Churchmen, which
have found expression througlh their Domestic
and Foreign Missionary Society. should not be
fulfilled in the not very distant future.

Tiii. only point wlhich we venture to subnit
for the consideration of our brethren in Can.ada,
in connection with tleir very natural desire to
complete, as it were, their share in foreign mis-
sionary work, is whether it would not be really
better to provide an adeqtate stipend for a
bishop who is a native of Japan than to send a
Canadian bishop to this country ? At the mo-
ment the idea may seen sonewhat prenature ;
but history in that wvonderful country is being
very quickly made, and in a very short time
it mighit he that the best secuirity for the con-
tinued existence of the Church in Japan would
be a native mîinistry of the three orders, bish-
ops, priests, and deacons. Even now the in-
tense national feeling of the Japanese is a hin-
drance to evangelistic work, and this is not
likely to grow less as time goes on. On the

1 contrary, the interests of the Church in Japan
might, perhaps, be best pronoted by the with-
drawal at no very distant date of the non-native
nissionaries ; but, whether this be so or not, it
is clear that so long as the Cliurclh in Japan is
almost entirely officered by non-natives it will
be exotic in character, and have no guarantee
of permanence. The next few years ought to
see half a dozen native bishops, at least, in
Japan. If Canadian Church people wiere to
devote themselves to the furthering of that ob-
ject, ve think that they would be doing nuch
more to lelp on the winning of the country for
Christianitythan by merely sending to it a Cana,
dian nissionary bishop."

THE Bishop of Athabasca arrived in Winni-
peg,' from Athabasca, on October 5th, having
completed the visitation of bis diocese since
May last.

The third triennial synod took place at Lesser
Slave Lake early in July, when a profitable
gathering was held, though owing to the un-
certainties of travel the attendance was small.
Fron Slave Lake the Bishop vent overland
about one hundred miles to Christ Church
Mission on Peace River, where the Rev. J. G.
Brik lias so long worked. Mr. Brick has, we
regret to say, been obliged to resign on account
of ill-health. He is succeeded by the Rev. i.


