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like men, are fond of varicty in their food, and
an occasional change of diet is conducive to
health. Wlhcat bran is an invaluable adjunct
to the grain ration, and can never be dispenred
n ith. It is the cheapest, safest, and best of all
regulaturs for the bowels, and it is especially
ricl in some of the most important elemients of
nutrition. No specific directions as to the
qiuaiitity of food can be gieen. Some horses
will require nearly twice as much as others ;
and the qautity that may be safely gihen vill
depiid somuewhllat upon the amouint of exercise
in any given case. Somie horsemen recommend
feeding three, and others four times a day ; but
in cither case no more should ever be given
thani will promptly be eaten up clean. If any
food should bI left in the box it should be at
once remioved and thequanîty at the next time
of feeding should be reduced' accordingly. As
a rule, it will lie safe to feed as muchi as the
horse wîil eat witl apparent relish ; and then,
with plenty of exercise, he will not ecome
overlnaded witlh fat. The hay, as weil as the
grain feed, should be sound and free from
mnould and dust, and the stall should lie kept
clean, well liglted, and perfectly ventilated.

The amount of exercise to be given will
vary somewlat with the condition and habit
of the horse. If lue be thin in flesh, and it is
tlhoumghut best to fatten himn up, the exercise
should be lighter than it otherwise would be ;
and, on the other hand, if there is a tendency
to become too fat - miay be corrected by in-
creasing the amount o. exercise that is given.
Drauîglt horses should rarely be led or driven
faster than a walk in taking their exercise, and
they will require mucl less of it than the road-
ster or the running horse-a moderate " og "l
daily v.'ill benefit them. I arn clearly of the
opinion that in no one particular is there more
faulty managemcnt on the part of lazy grooms
and stable hands than in the matter of exercis-
ing stallions while doing service in the stud.
They should not be valked or jogged so long
that they will become jaded or wearied, but
should have enough of it daily to keep the mus-
cles liard and firm, the appetite good, and to
prevent then fron laying on an undue amoumnt
of fat. No draughît horse, under ordinary cir-
cunstances, should have less exercise than five
miles a day, and the roadster and running
horse mnay safely have six miles, whicl in some
cases should be increased to eight or even ten.

The point to be aimed at in the stable man-
agement of the stallion is to sofeed,groom,and
exercise as to keep the horse to the very high-
est possible pitch of strength and vigor. The
idea vhich pr .ails among many stable grooms
that feeding this or that nostrum will increase
the abilhty of a horse to get foals is sheer non-
sense. Anything that adds to the health,
strength, and vigor of the horse will increase
his virility or sexual pover, simply because the
sexual organs will partp'<e of the general tone
of the systeni ; and, on the contrary, v,b)ever
tends to impair the health and vigor uf the
general system will have a deleterious effect
upon the sex.pal organs. A healthy horse
needs nothing but good food, pure air, plenty
of exercise, with due attention to cleanliness
and regularity in feeding and watering; and
when all these things are attended to properly
the drugs and nostrums that stable lore pre-
scribes as " good for a horse " would better be
thrown to the dogs.

For the use of the stallion I like a box stall
not less than twelve by eighteen feet, vith.
out any manger or rack whatever for the hay,
and with a box snugly fitted in the corner for
the grain. Many prefer that the feed boxes
shouild be entirely detached from the stall, to
be removed assoon as the horse is donc eating.
The hay is put on the floor in one corner of the

stall, and thus there is nothing-no projections,
boxes, racks, mangers, sharp angles, etc.-
upon which a spirited, res*ess horse may injure
himself. If, in addition to these precautions,
the sides of the stall be lined all around-door
and all--vith stout boards, standing out at the
bottom about one foot from the wall, and slop-
ing upward and towards the wall for a height
of threc and a half feet, you will have a st.ll in
vhich it will be well nigh impossible for a horse
to injure his miane or tail by rubbing. In suclh a
box the horse need not be kept haltered, and
the owner nay feel assured that the liability tu
injury is reduced to a minimum.

CONTROLLING TUE STALLION WHEN IN USri.

While the temper and disposition of the'
stallion are largely matters of inheritance, yet
much depends upon the breakng and manage-
nient. It is easier to spoil a horse than it is to
cure him of bad habits, after these are once
formed. If there is any appearance of a dis-
position to be " lie dstrong " and unruly, le
sluould never be led out except by a bridie that
will enable the groom to exercise the most per-
fect control over him. The one that I have
found most effectual is made by taking an
ordinary "snaffle " bit, with rings of moderate
size, and with the head-piece made in the usual
way ; get a blacksmith to attach a well-polish-
cd, round iron bar to the riglt hand ring, by
means of a small link connecting the bar and
the ring ; to the other end of the bar attach
the usual sliding rein used on stallion bridles.
Put the bridle on the horse in the usual way,
and then, with the right hand on the bar and
the left on the bridle-ring next to you, press
the bar back and the ring forward until the bar
will pass through the ring in the left hand.
This bar should be made just as long as it can
be to admit of its being passed into the other
ring in this manner, and the bit and rings
should be so adapted to the size of the n, -uth
and under jaw that, vhen a little pressure .ïs
brought to bear upon the rein attacied to the
end of the lever forned by this iror. bar, the
rings of the bit will be brought within an inci
.f touching each other. The leverage given by
this appliance, when well fitted, will enable
an;one to hold the most unruly and head-
strong horse in check. It is not necessarily
severe when the horse behaves himself, and
when he is not disposed to do this he can very
suddenly be brought back on his haunches by
a moderate touch on t - rein. When the bar
is not needed the rein to which it is attached
may be passed over the headand down through
the ring on the near side, instead of under the
jaw. I have described this device fully because
it is cheap, simple, and effective, and yet it does
not appear to have been extensively used.

It requires some skill and a good deal of
patience to teach a stallion how to behave
himself properly when brought out to serve a
mare. He should never be allowed to go on to
her with a rush ; but he should be led up on
the near side of the mare to within about ten
to fifteen feet of ber, and made to stand with
his head towards the mare, about opposite lier
;-ead; and when lie is ready he should be led

,wards her, and made to commence the mount
when at ber side, nstead of gong for a rod or
so with his fore feet sawing the air, as is often
the case. By observing these directions there
will be but little danger of injury to the stalhon
by a kick froi the mare when lie is mounting,
especially if a good man is at lier head to pre-
vent her from wheeling towards the horse when
be approaches. The danger to the horse is
always greatest when lie is coming off, because
many mares will kick then that will stand per-
fectly still when he is mounting. To obviate
this it is always better for the groom who holds
the horse to seize the mare by the bits with his
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left hand at this moment and bring her lead
aroumnd towards him by a sudden jerk as the
horse is coming off.

But in most cases, indeed in all cases where
there is not an absolute certainty that the
mare VIll stand perfectly quiet, the hobbles
shuuld be used, and then there can be no dan-
ger. To niake these, prepare two straps of
very strong but seft harness leather, two inches
in width, and long enougli to buckle con-
fortably around the mare's hind pasterns.
The buckles must be strong and well made,
and in aci of these straps there should be
sewed a strong, flattened ring. Next prepare
a collar-picce of two-inch leather, and about
as large as an ordinary horse collar, so that
,the mare's head will readily pass through it ;
to this collar fasten securely two stout straps,
each an incli and a lialf wide. and just long
enough to pass down between the fore legs and
reach the straps on the hind legs; attach stout
buckles near the ends of these straps, but far
enough froni the ends to leave room to adjust
theni to different sized mares; buckle these
straps to the rings in the straps that are
tastened to the hind legs, and buckle up short
enough to effectually prevent the mare fromn
kicking, if she should be disposed to do so.
All this can be adjusted in a moment's time,
and by its use all danger from kicking is
avoided.

wIEN TiE MARE SHOULD BE TRiED.

A point upon which there is great diversity
of opinion is wlien and how often a mare should
be tried after she bas been served by the stal-
lion. A mare will almost invariably be " in
heat " on the ninth day after foaling, if she is
healthy and lias received no injury in giving
birth to ber foal; and in most cases it is best
that she should receive he horse at that time,
if it is desired that she should lie kept for
breeding purposes. I can remember when it
was the almost umversal custom to try mares
every week after they had been served, but
that is not the present practice of experienced
horsemen. The rule that now receives the
most general sanction is, not to try the mare
agan after service before the lapse of two
weeks. I have taken a great deal of pains dur-
ing the past four years to ascertain the views of
prominent, intelligent, and experienced breed-
ers upon this point, and I find them with very
great unanmity agrecing that after the ninth
day from foalng there is no regular period for
the return of heat, neither is the period uniform
mn duration. Some mares will appear to be in
heat nearly all the time, while with others it re-
cuis but rarely and lasts but a very short tinie;
consequently if the mare, after service, goes out
of heat within a few days she should be served
when she comes in again, even if that should
be within nine days; but should the period not
pass off slhe should not be served again under
eigliteen days. As a rule, it is best to try
the mare again vithin fron two weeks to
eighteen days after service, and then, if
she refuses the horse, she should be tried
every week for some four weeks ; and if she
fails to come un within that time it will be
reasonably certain that she is in foal. She
ought to be closely vatched, however, for some
weeks afterwards, because in some cases
mares wili pass over a period of one or two
months, or even longer, without any appear-
ance of heat, and yet not be pregnant. Again,
there are other mares-and they are more
numerous than one would suppose-that will
appear to be in heat and will freely receive the
horse whien they are in foal, and even almost
up to the time of foaling. Such mares are
always very annoyng both to their owners and
to the keepers of stallions.

For convenience in trying mares it is best to


