THE MINING RECORD.

PROVINGE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA,

63

Gold, Silver, Lead, Copper, Coal, Coke, Oil, Iron, Mercury, Platinum, Etc.

The Mines of British Columbia Have Produced Over

AMOUNT AND VALUE

OF MATERIALS PRODUCED 1896 AND 1897.

$100,000,000.

1896. 1897.
Customary i
Measures. Quantity. Value. Quantity. i Value.
. 27,201 $ 544,026 25,676 | $ 513,520
; 62,259 1,244,180 106,141 2,122,820
I 3,135,343 2,100,689 5,472,971 3,272,836
T 3,818,556 190,926 5:325,180 266,258
24,199,977 721,384 38,841,135 | D:399.517
1 846,235 2,327,145 882,854 2,648,562
615 3,075 17,832 89,155
................................... 15,000 ... ... 151,600
- | ——————
‘ $7,146.425 ‘ $10,455,268

GOLD.
Gol

of tl:l-bexa.rimz lodes are now being prospected in many parts
Very € province, and at Rossland magnificent ore-chutes of
he 5[ protitable gold-copper ore are being mined and smelted,
lar - Roi having pand o date $725,000 in dividends, with &
&ttgf and increasing amount of ore in sight as the workings
Droan greater depth, while systematic development on other
tah‘r{erties is meeting with excellent results, mining having just
Ros}ll begun in this camp. Little doubt can be entertainca that
Oeus and will become a heavy producer of gold, and that ex-
cap;ft“l properties now only await suflicient and abundant
facm%l to become paying mines, to further aid in which the
ow fes for cheaper transportation and smelting are being
ree supplied. At Nelson and at Fairview, Camg McKinney,
Yalenrvood. Central and other camps in the southern part of
8Bever mportant work is being done on the quariz ledges there,
ral new mills being under erection.

Exploratory work h
3 as also been in progress in East KKootenay
2§gstmnlﬂillooet. Alberni, and on the Gulf lIslands and along the

DPOVince,e of the Mainland, as well as in other parts of the

In Carib
00

Amount ot ca

ancient river

several large undertakings. involvine
pital, are at work exploring both modern and
® channels. the Cariboo tlydraulic Mining Co.. on
chanQuesne]le River, proving, on development, to have in a
Nesy nel of the latter kind, a great deposit of exceptional rich-
men! while other parts of this district now offer every induce-
Nt to capital.
wg\lto Cassiar. Omineca, and the great area to the north, as
expl as Cariboo, there now dpromlses: to be a great exodus of
b orers, excited by rich diggings now being mined in the
on as on_the Klondyke, to the north, and rivers and creeks

long ‘re
ported to - >
and well tested. be gold-bearing will now be made accessible

SILVER-LEAD.

mgﬁipite the drop in the price of silver, the Slocan mines are being
are more extensively worked, while the shipments of high grade ore
mu(m;mmntly increasing. The production for 1897 has much exceeded
m of 1896, as snch mines as the Payne, Ruth, Whitewater and other

nes increased their output.

gtﬁttuNe]SOﬂ. the 8ilver King or Hall Mines are shipping con-
Tro ly a large amount of silver-copper ore, and the Lardeau,
Droug Lake, Ilecillewaet _districts, on further exploration,
auvg“‘e to become rich. In East Kootenay large hodies of
no er-lead ore will be mined on completion of the railroads

W under construction.

COPPER.
NS&E"" is being produced to a limited extent at Rossland and

the 31 but the large deposits of at present low grade ore '
roag_ Cundary Creek district will be fully tested when the rail-
being MOW almost assured, is constructed. = Prospecting is

ang Ofdone at Kamloops, along the west coast of the Mainland
’l‘exadaVanoouver Island, a8 well as at many other points, and

is producing high grade bornite ore.

Production for 1890,7$2,608,608 ; for 1896, $7,146,425 ; for 1897, $10,456,268.

COAL AND COKE.

The large eolieries on Vanconver Islaud are producing abou
a milllon tons of coal annually, and at Comox an excellent
coke is now being produced, much of which is shipped to the
fnland smelters. he great deposits of coking coal in East
Kootenay, at the Crow’s Nest Pass, are now being opened, as
the C.1”.R. is now being built to the Columbia River to supply
the great mining regions with cheap coal and coke.

SMELTERS AND RAILROADS.

The smelting industry is now beginning to assume lurge pro-
portions, as preparations are being made to treat the ores of
this rrovince wichin her own borders, a most important factor
in the increasing prosperity of this country, entailing as it
does, and will, the employment of much capital and many
men. The extension of the rallroad systems to different parts
is now in progress, and the next few years will see many parts
in which the prospects for good mining are excellen o
easy cf access, while ores can be shipped with facility to the
smelting centres, where the assembling of the various inter-
fluxing ores will make possibie the treatment of all British
Columbia ores at home.

CAPITAL.

Capital can now_ find here excellent anil miny oppoceoes.
for investment, if proper business care and the exnericnce
of qualified men are utilized, as the values placed on mines and
ungeveloped properties have reached a reasonable basis.

MINERAL LANDS.

Mineral lands are open to location to any person over eigh-
teen years of age, who has obtained a free miner’s certificate,
and perfect title to lode claims can be easily secured after $500
worth of work has been done per claim. A great extent of
territory has yet to be prospected.

YUKON GOLD FIELDS.

As the Klondyke and other gold fields in the Yukon in Brit-
ish territory are reached mostly via British Columbia, all sup-
lies and outfits obtained at Victoria, Vancouver, Ashcroft,

amloops, ete., can be taken in free of duty, which otherwise
will have to be paid if not purchased in Canada.

For information, Reports, Bulletins, etc., address

F. W. ROBERTSON,
Department of Mines,
VICTORIA, B.C.

The HON. ). FRED HUME,
Minister of Mines,
VICTORIA, B.C.



