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much longer one, than is commonly be-
liecved. Neither nation can materially re-
lax of its claims, without fuch a thorough
facrifice of its intereft in America, as

nothing but the laft extremities of weak-

néfs can compel.
~ Long as this letter is, T cannot yet clofe
it without mentioning to you a fingular

phenomenon of nature, in the ifland of

St. John.. You know it is a flat, level
ifland, chiefly formed out of the congef-
tion of fand and foil from the fea. Tradi-
tion, experience, and authentic public
al&s (Procés werbaux) concur to atteft
that every feven years, it is vifited by
fwarms either of locufts, or of field-
mice, alternately, never together; with-
“-out its being pofiible to difcover hitherto
_either the reafon, or the origin of thefe

two fpecies, which thus in their turns,

at the end of every feventh year, pour
out all of a fudden in amazing num-
bers, and having committed their ravages
on all the fruits of the earth, precipitate
themfelves into the fea. Neither has any
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