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w HE unsurpassed beautifut Victoria, on Van-
couver Island, together with the almost
perfect scenic attractions of <climate,
have lured to the Pacific shores many
hundreds of prairie folks who, having won
that competence . which eomes to the
worker, finds here that ease and rest which
most fitly indeed belongs to the Western
pioneer. " One .can understand  the  keen

appreciation of the prairie settler, standing in Bea-
con Hill park and looking across a magnificent espanse
of blue and -undulating water, beyond, 'some seventy
miles away, the snow-covered heights of the brave
Olympian mountains; Mount Baker, bathed in sun=
shine that reflects the ruddy glow, giving the snow
piled above its proud crests tinges of pink and pur-
ple; the fairy grotto of the ‘island-studded Straits of
Juan de Fuca; and beautiful Victoria eclothed in
perfumed b]oom of ‘rose, honeysuckle and the radiant
roses which clamber everywhere .

No one wonders that the prairie settler decides to
own (and have readﬁ/ for occupancy in winter time),
a dbungalow home whereifi to find rest and leisure.”

;- And thus it is that Wherever youi.turnfin Victoria
you find pointed. oug, progdly, the [ivy-walled homé
and@ the holly- hédged walls- of "The mdn from Man-
itobau”

The man from Manitoba  is dupllcated again in
the Saskatchewan and Albertan; while' now and again
you come across some genial soul who still contends;
“my home is in Assiniboia!”

Where do you find these old neighbors of early
days? How discover their retreat, and how distin-
guish them-from the native British Columbian? “In
the words of laughing-lipped “Lally - :Bernard:
“Whenever you see a very beautifully selected spot
—every inch of rock levelled flat; every inch of soil
put to sonte practical use; every tree and shrub cut
down to resemble as-flat prairie landscape—there you
find a prairie sojourner!” And there’s counsiderable
truth in this bit of humor.

The prairie-educated taste. calls for space and
space again; and wherever a Western sattler makes
a purchase here, he scorns *lots”—demands acreage,
and proceeds to build on those large lines we all un-
derstand to go with prairie holdings. Oh, yes! Vic-
toria’s population is largely composed of retired
Manitobans; and the Albertan as well as Saskatche-
wan pioneer having secured to themselves and their
‘generations to come a summer holiday haunt, and
wintéer retreat,- come and go as it pleases them,
changing the ruder blasts of old “Boreas in his“Janhu-
a{y mood to the.gentle breezes of the grand old Pa-
cifie.

Many* stately homes ara pointed out as belonging
to “prairie folk,” and I'give "(in note-book order)
those which I have vislted or seen in passing; and if
any grave omission is made in the list, may-I take
refuge in Yankee Doodle’s apology:

“I couldn't see the' town, there were 'so many
(prairie) houses!”

Through high stone gates a sloping lawn slants
cityward, and from every window of beautiful
“Patly” you view a panorama of surpassing gran-
deur. A sweep of water—mountains—towers and
trees—an enclosure of well-kept trees, shadowy oaks
along gravelled wdlks that lead ‘to ' the stables—a
strong feature of “Patly’—and . gaudily plumaged
pheasants strutting the grasses of a wired enclosure
hint at the owner’s taste for game. Semi-tropical
fruits are grown at “Patly,” ripening peaches with
rare variety of grapes cling to its grey-stone walls,
and g pergoia“covered with climbing roses adds an
air of continental enjoyments to a radfant scene of
bloom.

Within the walls the bachelor host dispenses a
true prairie Hospitality. Very beautiful is:that ia-
terior with its luxurious fittings brought ' from .the
world over; for its proud owner, James Mitchell—
known to his Winnipeg friends as “Jimmie,” is a
great traveller; but he always returns .to “Canada,
the golden,”

Close to “Patly,” just off Rockland avenue, on
beautiful St. Charles street, stands what is admitted
to ba the most beautiful bungalow home in Victoria.
An ex-Winnipégger, - Andrew . Wright, is owner to
an acreage rich in lawn, meadow land, ancient oaks
and the rarer black walnut tree’ This model home
has an outdoor sleeping apartment, adjoining 18 a fine
greenhouse, or conservatory, and the home is pre-
sided over by a gentle-voiced little Scotch lady,
mother of a beautiful baby boy, who reigns supreme
ruler over the nursery. Luxury is written in every
detailed line of this artistic home, leaded windows
give tinted' lights within, and without runs a gar-
den “where the wild thyme grows!” Inside and out-
side there is that evidence which money -and taste
combined gives, but best of all, you find. there that
happy loyalty which belongs to ‘prairie pioneer spirit,
for musing upon the past while enjoying the present,
the genial Mr. Wright said laughingly: “Mak’ ‘my
hame awa’ fra’ Winnipeg? Hoot me! T'm thinkin’
I'll sune have t' pack up an’ gae back t’ mak’ some
meore money!’

‘Within: short distance again of the Wright heme,
and in full view of sea, sky and hills, you follow a
dusty highway to where a fine motor car is throb-
bing, and a. very familiar face, that of pretty Mary
Howden (now Mrs. Fred W. Jones, both well known
in Winnipeg) appears. About this charming matron
is gathered a little group of young faces, a gov-
erness In charge. Mrs. Jones most kindly gave up
her morning spin to tell me how she liked Victoria;
“It's beautiful,” said she, “but ‘Edgehill’ isn’t
home! Don’t write us down Vietorians,” said she;
“Just 'may. ave’ve- bought this place because——well,
because Mr. Jones has a fad for buying pretty
things!”

M. Jones' "“fad” shows expen,sive tastes! for
what was known: as ‘The Dewdney” place stands on
a nhiilside and is a landmark for many miles around.
Rock and  trees are predomiuating features-of the

Jones place, and its cash valua is said to be large.

“Hdgehill’”: is one of the show places in Victoria.
“Robleda” reminds you of some:old feudal castle

in days “long syne.” It is also “up Rockland way,”

where the folk in society foregather. “Robleda”
was bought a few years ago for $20,000, and its own-
er refused $50,000 for it this year. Its walls are ivy-
green, -and its many gables and a long low piazza
carry out the idea of age  ‘and antiquity. Large
grounds, very beautifully arranged by a landscape
gardener add to the gencral efféet of grandeur; and
the owner, John Arbuthnot, formerly ‘Winnipeg’s
popular .mayor, has become a prominent citizen of
Victoria. He, however, assures everybody he is here
“only -on furlough.”

A brass door plate with the familiar name “Frank
I. Clarke” upon it recalls early days in the history of
Winnipeg. Mr. Clarke, a prominent barrister of the
'80’s, has now become an officer in the serviece of.the
British Columbia government. He is always ready
to welcome “prairie folk” to his Island home; and'a
very genuine hospitality is that dispensed ‘at 665
Niagara street, where @ most interesting family for-
gather around a welcoming hearth fire. Miss Lilian
Clarke is an artist” of ‘some: note; her water-color
sketches of British Columbia scenery are eagerly

sought after; and behind the green hedge that shields ,
" this quiet home there is, perhaps, mdre native abllity

than is known of. Mr. Clarke is a most unobtrusive
man, but his pen has done much to make known the
wealth and beauty of British Columbia. As well
known, He is a' brother of H. A. Clarke, the brllliant
late attorney-general of Manitoba: :

‘Within stone’s throw of the Clarke home we come
to.a cozy privet-hedged place belonging to Harold
Ebbs-Canavan, son of a one-time ' prom#nent: barris-
ter, W. B: Canavan. As a mining expert: Mzr. Hbbs-
€anavan is well known, his wifa being Fannie Clarke,

The name of A, C. Flumerfelt recalls pioneer days
in Winnipegy and those who predicted the rising for-.
tunes of the alert youyng man.who begdn life as a
Main street merchant, have not been disdppointed.
Mr. Flumerfelt'is a leading citizen of -Victoria. His
magnificent home, “Ruhebuhne,” is like some picturad
place in history; and although. a multi-miilionaire,
he continues to work unceasingly. Public spirit' is
the term to use in describing Mr. Flumerfelt, for it
is to his personal efforts is due much of Victoria's
succass as a tourist city.

A, “E. McPhillips, K.C,, M.P.P.,”is a strong figure
in British Columbia public life. 1 had the pleasure
of hearing this distinguished gentleman address the
House this year, and I can assure Winnipeg she has
lent to the Pacific shores one of her proudest sons.

H. S. Griffith, a leading architect and dgaughts~
man, brought with him from the prairie West the
standing He -enjoys in Victoria, Hlis fine home on
Hillside avénue is-an example of his own work; and
much of the architectural bsauty of Victoria homes
is owing to' Mr. Griffith’s skill.

Horn & Drake, a hardware firm, late of Winni-
peg, are énjoying a lucrative and a growing business.
Both are Manitobans.

On Fort street a very wide awake sign tells the
passer by that E. J. C. Smith, the well known pho?
tographery; has changed his stand from Smith street,
‘Winnipeg, to Victoria, B, C.

The Esquimalt car often carries as '‘a passenger
from town a gentleman of leisure in the person of
W. C. Hamilton, brother of Sir William Hamilton, of
the Shetland Isles. Mr. Hamilton’'s wife is a sister
of Jessie M. E. Saxby, whose prairie tales are 'largely
read in thé Old Country. The Hamiltons are retired
farmers from Lumsden, “Saskatchewan.

A. T. R. Blackwood, well known in business cir-
cles throughout the West, has become one of the
big landownérstin Victoria, B. C. He is the owner
of “Lough End,” a beautiful suburb of the city, some
200 acres of fruit and forest land, with an unexcelled
waterfront net far from the famous Gorge. The
Blackwoo@l home’ (recently bought by .the Hon: Rich-
ard McBride) is. one of the handsomest homes of
Victoria.

It océupies ample “grounds, its white walls’

being set. off by a background of firs. “Lough End,”
elose by, is being bought up eagerly by those desir-
ing suburban homes.

One of the busy men of Victoria is C. W, Brad-
«shaw, who also hails from the prairie-land.  Mr.
Bradshaw’s home is another ivy-walled house set in
high-hedged -grounds - that' ramble beyond, « Mrs.
Bradshaw’s “day’ is popular, as I found in an after-
noon call, when the dignified hostess dispensed tea
aided by ‘a pretty daughter of the house.  On Fort
street; as Mr. Bradshaw’s office card shows, “real es-
tate” halds his interest. :

Another prominent Westerner @ (a Reginian) in
real estate, is Z. M. Hamfilton, senior member of the
firm of Gray, Hamilton & Johnson. *Zac,” as-he is
known to friends, is '‘a ‘“promoter,” and some of the
big deals in Vietoria “dirt” have passed through his
hands. ' On Craigfiower road he lives in 4. '$10,000
bungalow, where acacia trées shelter stand and guard
the gateways.

' At Oak Bay, a favorite retreat. (and.where Sir
Chatrles Hibbert Tupper’'s beautiful residence for
many vears marked it as fashion’s eentre), you find
the prefty green sward running to a wide verandahed
home of pretentious size. . Here Mrs. Georgeson has
built’ and furnished (for winter use) a beautiful
chalet. Just now it is oeccupied by her:* daughter,
Gladys, Mrs. Balentyne,  Here, also is found Mr.
C: R. Stewart's reposeful home; and here, too, lives
Herbert Sprague, of Manitoba. Returning to the city
by the Fort street tram, you pass Stanley avenue,
were a knot of well known Winnipeg people are set-

tled ‘down.  Mrs., W. F. McCreary, widow of-a well-,

remembered M. P., has decided to extend a holiday
jaunt into 4 year's residence,” and has leased a cosy
nest under the shadow of tall chestnut trees. Miss
Katie MeCreary is a pupil ‘of Boston's Conservatory
of Music at present,.and graduation day will‘find her
en route to - join ithe family in Victoria. < Mrs. Mc+
Creary says, ‘‘Victoria has scenery, climate and a de-
lightful personality in its women; '‘but’ alas! you

cannot eat scenery, climate or your neighbors, and
every other edible commodity is exceedingly high
priced.”” ‘McCreary, jr., is in Alberni, ‘where two
fine, strapping sons of that “fiine old Irish gentle-
man,” Mr. Frank Walsh, have good positions.

“Mike” Carlin, well known throughout the West,"
is ‘almost a “fixed 'constelation” on Vancouver Island.
Mrs. Carlin- sojourns in. Victoria, pending . certain
\business arrangements of her husband. Mr. Carlin
is referred ta as “The Hustler from: the Hub.”

C. A. Field, who a year ago carried West a Por-
tage la Prairie bride (nee Burley) is rgceéiving the
congratulations of hig 'friends. ‘The “stork' recently
vigited his home at “Rocabella," and, naturallv; Mr.
Field considers the: climate of \fictoria wonderful.

Hale and hearty, the burr of his native heelan’,
Hills still ‘elinging to his tongue, W. Ollphaﬂt laté'
of . Edmonton, Alta.; is. seen walking along Beacon
Hill grounds, where he has erected a row.of pretty
houses. Mr. Oliphant writes himself a chtorian now.

"The doors of the “Prairie Club” are  rhadowed’
frequently ‘by Messrs. €. H. Revercomb, A. 'W. Eiliott,
and Leslie Forster, who. welcome warmly men_from

e plains, . Prominent among the 'members ig Capt.
]g ‘Macintosh {Dauphin +will 1liegember himy, Al
Qarss, fan_oldytimer, £ the Reging

J. A Gral?l,em, whora 80 hails from Reglha 'Otﬂnd
%E?'Imipeggers met’ there are€ T. Adair, J. J. Béird, D:

Englend, D.D. Gillies, and E. E. Heath me Mac-"

“own Victoria so Tife with nature’'s gifts—

ing; & bit weather ‘worn: by adverse political winds,
perhaps; but as ready as ever to stand in the fighting
line of hig party. Mrs. Mackintosh is “at home” to her
numerous friends in a beautiful tree-embowered en-
closure just on the fringes of the’ city—and only yes-
terday T heard an''old ‘weéstermer ‘say: "It was the
Mackintoshes who spelled- hospita.lity with a big “H!”
Mrs. (Major) Phipps, late of Regina. has made her
home for some -timié back, with her family in Vic-
~ toria. Her son is ‘on the Bank of :Montreal staff.
Vicitors to “The Times” office will meet there (in
the business manager,) a man well known in Mani-
toba. H. R. MclIntyre, one of a large family of seven
sons; all:of ‘wheom are prominent in educational and
professional cireles. . Mr. Melntyre came to Victoria
eighteen years ago, and he Has bailt himself a very
imposing Home, set in large '‘well ‘treed: grounds on
Stanley: avenue.  'This home is one of the: most de-
lightful visiting places in all Victoria. Presided over
by a charming hostess who combines every quality of
the home-maker, church and charity worker, and so0-
ciety woman as well.” On the oecasion of my visit,
Mr 2MecIntyre had just returned from!a trip east,and
remarked with gjowing enthusidsm: *“Winnipeg! when
I walked .along its” beautifully. kept sfreets with  the
v ‘tree shelfered " bonfevards; ' wheir T " passéd
ugh the delightfil - parks; ﬂywh@w the -city-
with so few natyral,; adva.ntage: had ee sedﬁeven our
ne water
systém—well lighted "¢ity—the stir, bustle and busi-
ness aetivity of it all—why, it ‘made me long to go
béck: to the old home and the old friends there! But
vou. mustn’t say all this,” warned Mr. Mclntyre, “for
some' ﬁay Victoria wdll: wake upf and get a move'on, I
bglever .~ = r
.. guate Mr.. Intyres wnrds because the senti-
ment expressed is good .to hear—good for Winnipeg to
know its appreciaﬂon—-—good for Vlctoria. to: khow its
vulnerable spot?

The last familiar face I met was that of Mr. C w.
Bradshaw, a well-known barrister, who “moved west”

within the past year. Mr. Bradshaw was being driven

from_his pretty suburban home" “Kathandra™ to  his
office in town,.and he drew rein to remark: “Want to
know have I come’to Victoria to remain? ~'Well, Mrs.
Bradshaw says not—my danghter, Katherine, says not,
and I believe my own opinion is that of the minority!

; But, jump in,” said the genial gentleman, “and TI'll

kay, late of Kildonan, has settled at Gordon Heagd, a
fine fruit farm keeping him busy; while F. D. McGin-
nis, R, McKinney, W, C, Nelson,. H,:. Pearce and ‘Jas.
Porter register as ‘“Winnipeg” citizens, in spite of the
fact that they have invested.largely in Vietoria soil.
Prominent 'on Government straet,’ Geo. Fraser,
“Drugdist” sign s seen,” where the keen commercial
instinct of a prairie business training shows clearly,
re&nt addition to'the businéss directoryglist'is a -
Calgary grocery and liquor firm, Messrs. Copas &
Young, who “broke” the combine,” as they: claim.
Qthers “hailing from the Gateway City are A, Ber-
wick, 8. O. Bailey '(Stonewall), A. R. Cann,- L. Dor-
als and Geo. B. Hughes,  Alex, Hamilton, of Ham-
iota, and H. Lewis, of Drinkwater, Sask., wlth the well
known burly form of Sam Marling, of Pense, fore-
gather with W. W. Mitchell and N. G. Moncrief, and
A. J. Thompson, of Moose Jaw. Hilton Keith, an old-
timer, who yet claims Duck Lake -as his “home,” is
a prominent business man; and Ernest Kerr, a young
gon of a popular Regina ‘citizén, John A. Kerr, Esq.,
holds a good billet in: Esquimalt, and is doing well,

- Edmonton’s quota is found in D.:C: Robertson, J.
R. Stewart, Graham Simpson and F. W. Battick; alls
of whom have decided on a divided allegiance to Al-
berta, and British Columbia, Calgary has -sent. Geo.
Pattisson, J. T. L. Meyer, Jno. A. Clarke, as .a .con-
tingent to _show a heighborly friendship towards the
sister province; while numberless faces familiar and
faintly sthiggestive of “other da.ys" meet the eye’ every-
where.

Two ex-!leutenant-govemors have come. t01Vic-
toria to “settle down” to a retired life after the stress
and storm of many an active political fight. T vefer
to:the Hon. Edgar Dewdney and Hon. Chas. H. Mac-
kintesh, ‘both, of whom filled, what a certain prairie
p&rliu.mentarian once called, ‘“the
chair!” - Mr, Dewdney has altéred lftle”dince . the
days when-he parried the political thrusts at his.min-
isterial chair Ottawa. Mr: Mackintosh 6§ still “The
People’s Charley!” Genial warm- -hearted,” unassum-

1

gubernational *

drive you out to view the' site of my new home on
Smith’s Hill, and tell me if you think I am ‘anchored’
in British- Columbia or not!”

Sure enough! the. acreage for the new ‘Ka.thandra
was bewitening in its primeval beauty. Gna:tled oaks
centuries old, shadowed the site of the new home.
Great rocks piled themselves against- moss-grown ter-
races that ran sloping cityward; and below, a pana-
rama of garden walls, ivy grown walls; ‘or flowing
sea, outlined hills, and an-indented shore-line, broken
by ‘rocky inlets ;and. crowning :cliffs that formed a
broken arch twlxt’ sea and sky. “Smith’s Hill” pos-
sesses a ‘trowning beauty all its own. “What do you
think;, now?" -asked Mr. Bradshaw, pointmg to’ Mount
Bakers crowning-height beyond. .

“I think the minority will: ptev:.u'” 7 § answered

And now, having left unnamed *“Aumberless ones
whose' prairie friends will probably feel
the slight, though not = intended, ‘let me say:
it has taken me three months to “round up” those old-
time friends whose names are eln found. To the
“Prairie Club” of Victoria I amindebted for much
help in: compiling the:list generally; ‘but those homes
photographed I have seen, visited, and partaken_of the
old-time hospitality; and let'me add, those same “Old
Timers” whom .the changing years:have sent abroad
upon the tide of circumstande; they have carried with
them all the warm-hearted hosp!tality of the prairie
hearth; and in their heart of hearts, lives yet the love
and loya.lty of the: prairie pioneer for the far-away
prairie land! §

Let me close’ thls artlcle by saying it was Agur,
of Agur and Beck, Winnipég, who made the first
purchase of land, as a speculation, on Vancouver Is-
land.  Andrew. Wrigiit: was the .first Manitoban to
establish a home it Vietoria; and Robt. Scott (Shoal
Lake) was the man who realized the possibilities of
sleepy old. Vietoria, the capital of the first Crown
Colony.  Mr. Scott put $75,000 in a. land deal which
netted him‘a fortune in return! J. B. Killigan, who
arrived in the 80’s, Hits off the situation splendidly
saying: “We'll soon: have the whole prairie popuia-
tion in. Victoria! they’re coming thick and fast; and
I'm thinking Vietoria will some ‘of these days be
known as “The 0Old"Man’s H’ome"’-—Mary Markwell,
in Manitoba Free Prese. y
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" WHY HE. WAS MQRE SERIOUS

They qat each-at an extreme end. of the horsehair
sofa. They had been coortin’ ngw for something like
two years, but the wide gap between had always
been . respectfuily preserved.

. “A penny for your thochts, Sandy," murmured
Maggie, after a silence of an hour and a half.

“Well,” ‘replied . Sandy slowly, with surprising
boldness, “tae tell ye' the truth; T was:just thinkin’
how: fine it wad be if ye were tae gle me a‘'wee bit
kissie.”

“I've naé objection,” simpered m;ie slithering
over, -and kissed him plumply-on. the up of his left
ear.

Then she slithered back.

Sandy relapsed info a “brown study once more,
and the clock ticked twenty-seven minutes,

“An’ what are ye thinkin’ aboot noo—anither, eh ”

“Nae, nae, Imie' it’s mair ser‘laus the noo.’

“Ts it, 1a8die?’ asked Maggie softly. Hér heart
was going:.. pit-a-pat with expectation. “Am’ what
micht it be?" -

“I was just thinkin',” answered S&ndy, “that it
was aboot time ye were peylng me that pénny!”
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