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ORIENTAL INFLUENCE

do not very often consider.

ristianity is an Eastern cult,

it had its origin among an

people, and is in many of its

. in line with Eastern thought.

1 that wnen Jesus was born,

\ came from the East to wor-

From what part of .\Asia.

ne may be a matter of con-

but the fact that stress was

<. Matthew upon their com-~

s that he at least considered

~nt as one of great import-

ho these Magi were must ce-

. unsolved question, except so

<t is cast upon it by the ex-

Persia of a school of priests

.vers who were called Magi.

is of interest only in pass-

yint to which attention is

ng that the existence of a

o spoke as one inspired,

jegan his mission, after a

contemplation, seeking no

advantage, wandering from

1 place without:a home and full

nd. wisdom, although unedu-

the ordifrary  sense of the

. peculiar to the Eastern world.

yxes have holes and the birds of

» have nests, but the Son of Man

not where to lay His head,” said

Great Teacher Himself, and others

of Him: *“How . kmoweth .this

letters, having never learned?”

» He began to teach He spent a

1 eriod in fasting and contempla~

. after which He emerged fit to rise

rior to all temptation. All this is

tinctly Eastern, not what-we now-

days call Oriental, but Eastern as ap-

«l to Persia, India and Arabia. To-

the acquisition of exceptional

piritual power by fasting and con-

mplation is a feature of Eastern re-

us teachers. From our su-

rior (?) point of view we term these

lering’ men, who, taking mno

thought for the morrow, go from place

to place delivering their message, fa-

kirs and other names not intended to

complimentary, but probably the

eminently practical and aighly culti-

vated people, who lived in Palestine

nineteen nundred years or so 2ago,

looked upon Jesus, John the Baptist

and the Disciples much in the same

way. Our great universities, our philo-

sophers working in -laboratories, our

Jrarned men who scan the heavens and

probe into the earth for the secrets of

nature, have discovered many useful

things, but in the spiritual domain

they have produced nothing that has

not been mischievous, For what is

wvorth knowing in that sphere we must

lonk elsewhere. “This kind cometh not
ut by, prayer and fasting.”

above considerations appear to|

:s interest because of the increas-

v close contact between the Oceci-
and the Orient. The race, from
which the dominant nations of man-
kind are descended, that is, the race
whose descendants are the modern ex-
ponents of Christianity, were neyer
given to contemplation. The Norse-
men, using the term' to embrace the
peoples who overran Central Europe
from fifteen to twenty centuries ago,
were men of action, Fasting was to
them something not to be thought of
when food was available, They loved
high living; the only wandering teach-
crs to whom they cared to listen Were
those who could tell of triumphs of
love and arms:  When they accepted
Christianity, ‘they had to have it so
presented to them that its doctrines
could be accepted as a matter of
course, and instruction in it be accom-
panied by a ritual that appealed ‘to the
senses., There is very little in the su-
perstructure which the Church has
built upon the simple teachings of
Jesus that can be assigned to con-
templation, prayer and fasting; but
thece is much that is the outcome of
expediency, compromises, superstition
and political intrigue. Hence what
Wwe are accustomed to present as
Chrisitanity is to a very large degree
4 human fabric, which is full of errors
and inconsistencies. It is stated upon
the autaority of Dr. Ball, of the Union
Theological College, that a Chinese
Mandarin, desiring to have a hand-
book on Christianity for use by stu-
dents, was forced to have one specially
prepared, because he found in all the
books that had been written so much
that was simply denominational, and
often contradictory, that they were of
little or no value for the purposes of
study by an outsider. The ‘task of
preparing tne book was assigned to a
non-Christian Chinaman, who is said
to have made a failure of it. Chris-
ianity, as presented by missionaries,
makes little progress among the edu-
ited people of India, China or Japan,
t Christianity as a religion- apart
ym its denominational aspects is re-
iving much consideration, It seems
+vitable that Oriental thought will
liive a profound effect upon the QOcci-
ital  conception- of the Christian
ith. One of the earliest Japanese
olars to visit America became con-

d with the Methodist Church in

an, and waa regularly ordained as
nister. In one of his sermons de-

red in this country some twenty-
vears ago, he said he had em-

ed Christianity because it seemed

! religions to be the best suited to
untry in the course of develop-
What appeared to impress him

was the sense of individual re-
“ibility and th€ obligation to per-

I piety whica Christianity incul-

A gentleman: who was 5 very
inently connected with the work

: British and Foreign Bible So-

nd who had spent many years

na, told the Colonist that the

only real progress being made by
Christianity in China was in the

Lamelioration of the condition of women

and the advancement of hospital work.
The things over which doctors of
theology have wrangled, and because
of which many lives have been sacri-
ficed, do not appear to appeal to the
Oriental mind at all.

‘We venture to hope that the effect of
Oriental influence upon Christianity
will be to bring it back nearer what it
originally was, and restore to their
proper place in the everyday work of
the world those tremendous forces de-
rived from contemplation, prayer and
fasting, which have been allowed to re-
main dormant, while the Church has
been seeking to elevate mankind by
arguments, phrase-making and. ritual
more or less ornate. We venture fur-
ther to suggest that there is within
us -all--a spark ‘of divinity, -which, if
we would not smother it by our man-
ner of living and our manner of think-
Ing, would glow with a brightness that
would illumine our path”through light
angd like the Star, which the Magi saw,
guide us to Him who is the Captain of
our Salvation. 2 v

LIUCHI AND WOU WANG

It matters very' little to what part
of the Eastern Hemisphere we may
turn our attention we are sure, if we
look carefully enough, to find that the

influence of somé particularly able wo-,

man has been dominant in periods of
grave m:)ment. Sometimes they seem
t0 be the creatures of circumstances,
but more frequently they themselves
were the creators, directly or indirect-
1y, of the conditions which rendered
their eras conspicuous. We saw a few
weeks ago the part played by .Ogelen
Eke 'in laying ' ‘the ' foundations - of
Tatar suprémacy. Today we shall say
a little about the Chinese empresses,
whose names form the caption of this
article., Not very much information
is available to the English student con-
cerning the early days of the Chinese
Empire, but this is not because there
is no literature bearing upon the sub-
ject, for the Chinese records are very
full. The reason is that the trans-
lations of the ancient books are few
and far between and the student must
content himself with such brief re-

sumes of them as a few scholars have
prepared.

Ini an old Chinese  dramatic opera
called “Han Koong Tsew,” on the Sor-
rows of Hap, Hanchen Yu, Khan of
the Tatars, says: “8ince the time of
Hoeyte and Empress Leuhow, the
princesses of China have been yielded
in marriage to our khans.” The name
Leuhow is given as Liuchi by Boulget
in his history of China. Later in the
drama the Emperor Luenti is repre-
sented as saying “Our ancestor Kaoute
emerged from a private station and
raised his family by extinguishing the
dynasty of Tsin and slaughtering their
race. Ten generations have passed
since he left this inheritance to us. The
four boundaries of the empire have
been tranquil; the eight regions are
at rest.” Kaoute was the founder of
the Han dynasty, and it is from his
reign that the national history of
China, as we understand that term
today, begins. He lived in the third
century before Christ. He does not
appear to have been a man of any
great force of character or resource-
fulness, but his wife Liuchi combined
those qualities in an extraordinary
degree with a cruelty, which was
so ‘great that her deeds for cen-
turies made :the idea of 'a wo-
man as rTuler abhorrent to the
whole Chinese people. On her hus-
band’s death she assumed absolute
control of the empire, although her son
Holiti was nominal emperor. Plots
were formed against her, but she sup-
pressed them without mercy. She used
poison with the skill of a Borgia, and
it is noteworthy that, when her son
thwarted one of her plans to rid her-
self of possible rivals, he was not
himself permitted to live many months.
After his death the throne remained
vacant for some time, Liuchi admin-
istering affairs in her own name, until
popular opinion demanded at least a
titular emperor. She adopted a child
and placed the crown on his head, but
shortly afterwards caused him to be
poisoned, and for years reigned ab-
solutely supreme, It is said that she
died of fright upon seeing a long pro-
cession of the ghosts of her victims
defiling before her. With all her awful
cruelties her ability as an administra-
tor was beyond all question. She.ac-
complished what Hwangli, the Napole-
onic emperor of the Tsin dynasty,
who handled huge armies like pawns
upon a chess-board, could not bring
about. She made the orderly gov-
ernment of China possible and its
borders secure from invasion. Her
successor established many reforms,
and it is doubtless true that to her was
due the inauguration of the most pros-
perous and progressive era the country
had ever known.

Nine centuries elapsed before an-

 other great woman made. her mark

upon Chinese history. Her name was
Wou Wang. She was one of the wid-
ows of the Emperor Taitsong, whose
son and successor married. her. Bhe
controlled her husband absolutely, and
after his death ruled in her own name,
To get rid of inconvenient rivals she
invited the other widows of Taitsong
to a banquet and having taken the
preliminary precaution of cutting off
their hands and feet, threw them into
a huge vase filled with wine, For

\

twelve years she waged war against
the Koreans and Japanese, this being
the first recorded occasion in which
the latter intervened in the affairs of
the mainland. Wou finally defeated
the Japanese in a great naval battle, in
which her fleet destroyed four hundred
of the enemies’ ships. After this she

anne¥ed part of Japanese territory tol.

her dominion sand placed Korea under
tribute. She was less successful in
the expedition, which she persuaded
her husband to send for the conquest
of Tibet, but in Central Agia she so
greatly established the prestige of the
Chinese name that Persia sent to her
court for aid against the invasion of
the Arab Mohammedans. After her
husband's death she undertook a Se-
cond expedition against Tibet, which
was crowned with success. She re-
pelled a very formidable Tatar inva-
sion and until her ' eightieth year
reigned supreme. She appeared in
public in the garb of an emperor. Con-
trary to all precedent she offered the
annual imperial sacrifices to heaven,
something which no ather woman had
ever ' dared to do, and also erected
temples to her ancestors, an unheard
of thing in a country where women
were regarded gsimply as chattels.
‘When her strength was broken by age
and illness; court intrigues, which have
ever been characteristic of Chinese
history, proved too strong for her, and
she resigned the crown in. favor of
her son. She’  survived her deposi-
tion for a year. There seems very
little doeubt that of all the persons
who havé exercised imperial power in
China, Wou was the ablest, with the
possible exc%ptlon of Liuchi, whose
career was so many centuries earlier
that a comparison' between them is
hardly possible.

There have been other women fam-
ous in Chinese history, but none ex-
hibited the powers of those treated of
above. The Empress Changsunchi,
one of the wives of Taitsong above
named, was a woman ‘of rare accom-
plishments, but her efforts were di-
rected chiefly in a literary direction.
She founded an Imperial Library and
College, and collaborated with her
husband in the production of a Tre-
markable work on the art of gov-
ernment, known as “The Golden Mir-
ror.” The Empress Tefer, who reign-
ed during her son’s minority, about
nine hundred years ago, was another
woman of rare gifts, and her early
death %vas a great loss to her copn-
try. - At various ' stages in the bhis-
tory -of China we find woman playing
a prominent part in its affairs,’>so
that the ascendancy of the EmpFkess
Dowager in our own times is by, no
means unique. It is certainly of more
than passing interest to know that in
the development of this amazing em-
pire, which is equivalent to saying
in the whole progress of Central Asia,
women have exercised such a potent
influence. Denied anything like -an
equality with men, they rose superior
to all their surroundings, and if in
almost every instance they displayed
a cruelty which might be styled fero-
cious, there is very little doubt that
their administrative powers were of
the highest order, and their military
skill something for which we shall
search Europe in vain to find a
parallel among women.

RACES OF MEN

Few ideas have received more gen-
eral acceptance than that there are
five races of men, namely: The Cau-
casain, the Mongolian, the Malayan,
the Etheopean and the -American, It
has been regarded by many people as
something as definitely settled as the
geographical divisions of the earth’s
surface, and not long ago it ‘was pro-
posed in the British Columbia legis-
lature to pass an Act declaring that
the right of voting should be res-
tricted to people of Caucassian de-
scent, as though such a definition was
beyond all question. This classifica-
tion of mankind is to all intents and
purposes rejected by later ethnologists,
It was proposed by Blumenbach, who
died in 1840, and is therefore very
modern in its origin, although it
seems to have been the first attempt
to classify mankind on scientific-prin-
ciples. Blumenbach’'s tests was the
facial angle. A later authority, de
Quatrefages, suggested that there were
properly only three races, namely, the
‘White, the Yellow and the Negroid,
Frederick Muller and Huxley thought
the hair was the test of race, and the
former claimed there are only two
classes, namely, the smooth haired
and the wooly haired. The former he
divided into two races: The wavy
haired, which includes Europeans and
some Africans and the Hindus, and
the straight haired, which includes
the' Mongolians, American Indians,
Eskimos, Malayas and Australasians;
and latter also into two clases,
one including the Kaffirs and Ne-
groes and the other the tufted haired
class, including the people of New
Guinea and the Hottentots. Huxley
adopted these divisions with some mo-
difications. Haeckel also accepted ‘it
and pushed his ‘investigations to
such a degree that he claims
to have -established that there
are twelve species and’ thirty-seven
races of ‘mankind. Deniker, who: is
the latest writer on the subject, also
uges the hair ‘as the distinguishing
feature, and he thinks it established
that there are twenty-nine rages,
which he groups into five divisions,
which do not coincide with Blumen-
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bach’s five. Anotherinteresting classifi-
cation is that of Latham, who propos-
es three groups, namely the Mongolidae,
the Atlantidae and the Japetidae. In
assigning the various races to these
groups, Dr. Latham differs from other
investigators, as mueh as they do
from each other.

‘While among laier ethnologists the
hair seems to be accepted as the best
distinguishing mark, it is by no means
the only one. TReference has already
been made to the facial angle, which
Blumenbach thought sufficient. Agc-

cording to his theory the angle form- !

ed by a line drawn from the base of
the ear to the base of the nose and
another drawn from the base of the
nose to the point where the top of
the head begins to recede from the

forehead indicates the degree of ele-"

vation of races above the brute crea-
tion, the nearer the approach to a
right angle, the higher the standard.
So many exceptions were found to
this rule that it has been abandoned
except as a part of a ‘general test
based upon the form of the skull.
Language is another test, and it seems
to indicate a common origin for man-
kind, with the single exceptions of
Chinese, which cannot be -identified
with any other.

Ethnologists are not agreed as to
the evidence that all mankind are
from the same origin. One of ~the
staunchest advocates of this theory
is Pritchard, and Darwin seems in-
cined to agree with him, Aggasiz and
most of the American investigaters
inclined to the idea tha{ there are
several original stocks. In our pres-
ent state of knowledge this gquestion
must remain unanswered. The most
ancient monuments, and there are
some that were erected six thousand
years ago, exhibit carvings of men,
and there has been no apparent
change in the features of the several
races depicted thereon. Thus in
Egypt we have carvings showing an-
cient Egyptians, Jews and Negroes as
they looked to the sculptor fifty cen-
turies ago, and they are no way
different from Egyptians, Jews and
Negroes of today... If no appreciable
change has taken place in fifty cen-
turies and more, the length of time
that would be required for the pro-
duction of the  differences between,
‘'say, an Australian. aborigine and a
representative specimen of the British
race would be incalgulable. As far
.as we know, there was just as great
a difference betweén-such a man as,
say, Joseph and his contemporaries in
Central Africa as there is betwgen
Lord Cromer and -his--contemporaries
in Central Africa. Ceftain philosophers
say that, given time and environ-
ment, any change can be brought
about. But this is an assumption in

changses.
Siberia have, as far as any one
knows, always lived there. If they
have traditions of having lived any-
where else, no one knows them. At
any time since the beginning of the
historical period they have been at
liberty ‘to leave -their inhospitable
country and emigrate southward, but
there is no record that any one of
them has ever done s0. They seem to
belong as much to the Arctic Zone as
the white bear and the walrus. What
length of time and what sort of en-
vironment were necessary -to evolve
the dwarfs of the African ferests from
the same stock as the great blonde
race of Scandinavia came? And if
time and environment produced these
dwarf creatures, how came it that in
their immediate vicinity the same in-
fluences have evolved a fine athletice
race of negroes? Not even so great
a name as that of Darwin can per-
syade us to adopt his theory of a com-
mon origin for all mankind. It is
true that, if we refuse to accept the
evolution theory and a common
origin, we must concede that there
were several distinct creations of men,
but it is no more difficult to concede
twenty creations than one.

While the classifications of races
made by different ethnologists vary
very greatly, there .are some points
which they have in common. For ex-
ample, nearly all the authorities group
the Indians of North America with
the Mongolians. By some the Lap-
lander and Turks are ineluded in this
class. The South American Indians
are put by some in the same class as
the natives of Polynesia. Some writers
place the Northern and Eastern Euro-
peans in a class by themselves, and
the Western and Southern Europeans
in the same.class as the Arabs and
Hindus. It 'is to be remembered that
in the clasgification just mentioned,
the names refer to the original homes
of the races. Thus the Anglo-Saxons
are from Northern or Eastern Euro-
pean stock., Another classification,
based upon th shape of the skull and
similarity of . language, places the
Hindus in the same group as the Ger-
manic tribes, and Victorians are suf-
ficiently familiar with the general as-
pect of the Hindu countenance.to find
little difficulty in supposing that they
sprang originally from the same stock
as ourselves. We -shall present some
other aspects of race characteristics in
a subseguent article to be devoted to
languages.
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Ancient Teachers of Re-
ligion and Philosophy

By N. de Bértrand Lugrin.

STOICISM /

“And I forbid thee to consult the
oracles. The gifts of fortune are of no
account, a good man should be con-
tent with his conscience, and maks

which we would find more merit if
they could cite some instance inywhich
time and environment had brought
about the preliminary stages of these
The Samoyeds of northern

| settle it well, and the issue

duty and not suct¢ess the object of his

life,”—Zeno.

“There have glways been stern, self-
controlled, upright and courageous
men,” wrote. Lecky, ‘actuated by a
pure sense of duty, capable of high ef-
forts of self-sacrifice, somewhat in-

tolerant of the frailties of others, some-
{what hard and unsympathizing in the

ordinary intercourse of society, but
rising to heroic grandeur as the storm
lowered upon ‘their path, and more
ready to relinguish life than the cause
they believed to be true.” Such men
are by nature Stoics, they estimate
self-control as the highest quality in
man. All qualities which tended to
the making of a soldier were cultivated
by the followers of Stoicism, and
Rome, being essentially a nation ‘of
warriors, very naturally becam2 1tle
home of this.philosophy. The prioci-
ples of Stoicism were directly epposed
to those of Epicurus, whose teachings
influenced to a great extent all Creece
and Asia Minor.

Zeno, the founder of this cult. was
born at Cittium in Cyprus in 340 B. C,,
and among the most famous exponents
of his doctrines, whose writings have
come dewn to us, were Seneca, the
statesman and philbsopher; Epictetus,
‘he slave, and Marcus Aurelius Anton-
inus, the Emperor, the latter without
doubt one of the greatest and. noblest
characters in Roman hisrory, .

The Stoic system of ethics was in
the highest sense one of indep¢éndent
morals. It tayght that our reason re-
veals to us a certain law of nature,
and that a desire to conform o this
law, irrespective of all considerdations
of reward or punishment, kappiness or
the reverse, is a possible and sufficient
motive of virtye. The whole tendency
of its system was to dignify "and
strengthen the will and to degrade and
suppress the desires. - It‘taught, more-
Javer, that man has nothing to fear be-
yond the present life; thdt he should re-
gard death without dismay, and -that he
has a right to hasten”it if he'so de-
sires. "It is for human beings," wrote
the Stoics, “teo recognize the Universe
as governed by universal Law, and not
only to raise their minds to the com-
prehension of it, but to enter into the
views of the Creator, who must regard
all interests equally; we are to be, as
it were, in league.with him, to merge
self in the wniversal Order; to -think
only: of that angd its welfare., -As two
is greater than one, so the interests of
the whole world are infinitely greater
than the interests of any single being,
and no one should be satisfied with
regard to anything less than the whole.
By this elevation of yview we are ne-
cessarily raised far above the consider-
ation of the petty events befalling our-
selves.” They held the doctrine, which
originated with. Socrates, that the ex-
istence of an intellectual or _spiritual
power in man argued In favor of a
greater intellectual or. spiritual power
present in and pervading the Universe,
“Jupiter,” wrote Lucan, the great poet
of Stoi¢ism, “is that majestic and all-
pervasive spirit, whose throne is vir-
tue and the universe.”

In regard to the faculties the Stoics
considered Reason as superior to all
the rest, in this respect recalling the
old Brahmin allegory of the soul in the
charict argwn by fhe séven horses of
the ‘seven senses, with Reason as the
charjoteer.” This ig only another way
of expressing that mind is superior to
matter and has therefore power over
the body, a view which is held by
many thinking people today.

In direct contradiction to the views
of the Epicureans, Stoicism taught that
happiness was not the essential thing
in life, in fact that the pursuit of hap-
piness should not be. considered at all
Enjoyments of an elevated kind would
come naturally enough to those who
learned to conquer the emotions and to
subdue pain.. It must always be re-
membered in extenwation of such doc-
trines, if extenuation be needed, that
the world at that time was in a very
unsettled and unstable condition.
Rome was congtantly in a state of war-
fare. No man’s life was safe; he was
liable at any time to be sent into exile
or sold into slavery or put to death
suddenly and without trial. It was ne-
cessary for'every one, in-order to meet
with fortitude whatever fate had in
store, to cultivate .an heroic 'discipline
at the expense very offen of the gentler
and mores amiable qualities,

The words of Eplictetus, the slave,
afterward freedman and the favorite
of Nero, 'seem like an echo from the
Gospel of Buddha, If we cultivate
contemplation, ‘looking with a sane,

of God in his universe, we shall in
time arrive at an understanding of the
Divine plan and our state of mind shall
be perfect, knowing neither happiness
nor SOrrow.

“Remember thou-art an actor in a
play,” wrote this great Stoic, “of such
a part as it may please the director
to assign thee; of a short part if he
choose a short/ part; of a long one if
he choose a long. And if he will have
thee take the part of a poor man or a
cripple, or a governor or a private
person, mayest thou aet this part with
grace, For thine it is to act well the
allotted part but to choose it is an-
other's.

“Say no more, then. How will it be
with me? for however it be, thou wilt
shall be
fortunate. What would Hercules have
been had he said: How shall I contrive
that a great lion may not appear to me,
or a great boar or a savage man? If
a great boar appear, thou wilt fight
the greater fight; if evil men thou wilt
clear the earth of them. But if I die
thys? Thou wilt die a good man in
the accomplishing of a noble deed.
For since we must by all means die,

1a man cannot be found but he will be

doing somewhat, either tilling or dig-
ging or trading or governing. What
wilt thou then that death shall find
thee doing? I for my part, shall choose
some work humane, beneficent, social,
noble, For if I am not able to be
found doing things of this greatness,
then at least I shall be found correct-
ing myself, bettering my . faculty for
making use of appearances, working
out my peace, giving what is due. in
avery obligation of life,

of these studies it shall suffice I ean
1lift up my hands to God andsay: The
means which thou.gavest me for the
perceiving of thy government, and. for
the following of the game have I not
neglected; as far as in me lies, I have
not dishonored thee. Behold how 1
have used my senses and my natural
conceptions. Have I ever blamed thee,
was I ever offended at aught that hap-
pened, or did I desire.it should happen
otherwise? Did I ever desire to trans-
gress my obligations? That thou dig’st
beget me I thank thee for what thou
gavest. I am cont(ﬁt that I have
used thy gifts so long. Takethem again
and set them in what place thou wilt,
for thine are all things and thou gavest

them me.” )

\

clear, receptive mind upon the works.

“If death shall find me in the midst

THE STORY TELLER

—
Bismarck Didn't Care

The late Prince Bismarck once
snapped’ a link in a chain of prece-
dence which promised to be endless.
The tale was brought to mind by the
recent retirement of Lord Archibald
Campbell from the active manage-
ment of Coutts’ bank in London.

Lord Archibald fell in love with
Migs Janey Callander and went to
his father, the Duke of Argyll, for his
approval.

“I'm delighted; nothing could be
better,” said the Duke. “But hadn’t
you betfer let me speak to Lorne? He

Princess.”
So to his brother, the Marquis of

Lorne—now the Duke of Argyll—they
went, and he certainly thought that
his royal wife should be consulted as
to who should be #dmitted into the
family,

“If Archie likes her, she suits me
down to the ground,” said the Prin-
cess, impulsively. “But, you know, I
think 1 ought to speak to the Queen.”

Her late Majesty graciously ap-
proved of the match.”

“But, Louise, I think I ought to con-
sult our German cousin first’ she
#aid to her daughter, and accordingly
wrote to the German Emperor.

Miss Callander, and approved of the
match, but left his letter open be-
cause he did not care to answer final-
ly without consulting Bismarck.

The Kaiser found his chancellor, and
telling him of the proposed alliance,
asked@ what he thought.

Bismarck blew a cloud of smoke
before he answered his sovereign.

“Me,” said he. *Oh, I don’t care.”
~—The Bellman.

The Man Who Beat Napoleon

Did the Duke of .Wellington really
utter that oft repeated sentence con-
cerning Napoleon, ‘The fellow is not a
gentleman.’ Oscar Browning is trying
to trace the thing in the interest of
historical research and has not yet hit
upon any positive authoritative evi-
dence.

“There was humor of a dry kind in
the conquerer of Waterloo, and it came
out in the story told by a lady whose
French .poodle once ran into the
grounds of Walmer Castle. ‘Blucher,
Blucher!’ called the fair owner of the
poodle to the disobedient animal. The
old Duke looked over the wall. ‘Ma-
dam,’ said he, ‘time was when I, too,
ghould have been extremely glad to see
Blucher.” *

The number of people who have per-
sonal reminiscences of the great Duke
is growing-small. Among them is the
wife of Spencer Walpole, who remem-
bers playing as a ¢hild in the gardens
of Apsley House.
out and the children stood in a row
while he passed. He stopped and saild
to one of them:
little fellow; when you are old enough,
I will give you a commission in the
Guards.’ ‘But I am a dirl, Mr. Dook,’
said the child.

From. Constant Reader

bassy at Paris, tells of a brilliant re-
porter on a French journal who holds
a4 .strong objection to the note-book,
dear to most of his associafes.

The Parisian newspaper man wears
large white cuffs, and on these he is
said to jot down such events as ap-
peal to him, with suggestions for his
subsequent articles. At first, the story
runs, his laundress was much puzzled
by these hieroglyphics, but as time
went on she became able to read them,
and apparenily derived much benefit
and_pleasure therefrom.

One day the journalist received with
his laundered garments a slip of paper
on which was writt¢n:

“Your last washing was very inter-
esting, but we should be glad to have
you give us more political news,”—
Harper's Weekly.

Not His Little Boy

railings and played havoc with the
kitchen window. With a fighting
look in her eve the lady of the house
awaited the appearance of the hoop’s
owner. Presently he came.

“Please, ma’am; I've broken your
window,” he said, “and ’ere’s  father
to mend it.” And ‘sure enough he
was followed by a stolid-looking man,
whp at once started work, while the
small boy ran of with the hoop.

“That’'ll be two-and-threepence,” an-
nounced the glazier when the window
was whole once more.

“PTwo-and-threepence!” gasped the
lady. ‘“But your little boy broke it;
the little fellow with the hoop, you
know. You're his father, aren’t you?”

The stolid man shook his head.
“Don’t know him from Adam,” he
said.. ‘“He- came round to my place
and told me his mother wanted her
winder mended. You're his mother,
ain’t you?”"—Tit-Bits.

Couldn’t Discharge Him

When the jury filed in for at least
the fourth time, with no sign of com-
ing to an agreement in the bribery
case, the disgusted judge rose up and
said: “I discharge this jury!”

At this, one ‘sensitive talesman,
stung to the quick by thiis abrupt and
ill-sounding decision, obstinately faced
the judge,

“You can't discharge me, judge.” he
retorted.

“Why not?”
$udge.

“Because,” announced the talesman,
pointing to the defendant’s lawyer,
“I'm being paid by that man there!”
—November Lippincott’s.

asked the astonished

French Exclusion

The real estate firm of Solomon &
O’Sullivan had lots for sale in a new
suburban addition. O’8ullivan —
young, enthusiastic and Irish — was
writing the advertisement, the national
eloquence flowing from his pen. He
urged impending purchasers to seize
the passing moment.

‘Napoleon not only met opportunity,
he created it!’

Mr. Solomon read this Illme in the
advertisement slowly and carefully.
‘This fellow Napoleon,’ he said,—'what’s
the use of advertising him with our
money 7’—November Lippincott’s,

Superior Animal.

Girl with the Gibson Neck: “The
airs that odious Mrs. Nookum gives
herself! Have you noticed the absurd
fuss she makes over the sore-gyed
poodle dog?”

Girl with the Julia Marlow Dimple:
“Yes; but that isn’t the worst of it.
She  spells his name ‘Phydeau.’”—

Chicago ‘Tribune.

The Kaiser—the present Emperor’s ;
grandfather—remembered having met

The old Duke came

“You are a very nice

Henry White, iour secretary of em-

An iron hoop hounced through the

CURRENT VERSE

The Long Road.
Sing of the open road, the plain,
The mountaing far and high;

Sing of space and of liberty,

One will listen and sigh!

Drop your care like a blanket, then—=
Ho, for the wild, free ways,

For life nomadic and forest fare
And long ideal days!

Ride where the tall green grasses sway,

Rustling when winds are strong;
Ride where the pine and spruce and fir
‘Whisper the whole year. long!

might think -we ought to consult the | PTasm your dream by S AUDILL Jnlive

Where the waxen lilies are:
Fare by a river that chants response
To psalms of the sea afar!

Go your way where the ocean roars,
Challenging cliff and crag,

Brave its menace and dare its rage,
Laugh at its sullen brag!

Go where the miracle colors glow
On a canyon’s brink; stray through
That crystal studded walls of caves
That storied ancient knew;

Hear the boom of the waterfall,
Stand in its misty spray;
Set your feet and your fancy free,
Go, in your life's heydey!
Sing of the open road, the plain,
The mountains far and high—
Sing of peace and liberty—
One will listen and sigh!
—Mary D. McFadden.

An Exile’s Toast.
Here's a toast to Canada,
From gacross the line ,
Drunk in pure cold water,
Better far than wine:
8ing me not of other climes;
'Till my voice be done,
I will sing her winter snow;
Sing her summer sun,
Fertile field and bulging sheaf
And hearts to guard the Maple Leaf.

Here's a toast to Canada;
May the kindest sky

Smile upon her golden fields,
Smile eternally.

Loving hearts to guide her,
Loyal hearts to guard;

Know shé not of war-cloud,
Nought of iron shard;

But by the good that's in her
Make friend instead of foe.

Our little® baby nation—
God teach her how to grow.

That’'s my toast to Canada—
‘Weak her smile to share.
But deepest songs oft choke the voice
When all the soul is there.
That's my toast to Canada,
From here across the line,
Drunk in pure cold water,
Better far than wine.
SBing me not of other climes;
'Till my breath be done,
I will sing her winter snow;
Bing her summer sun.
Fertile field and bulging sheaf
And hearts to guard the Maple Leaf.
«—C. Leland Armstrong in The Canad-
ian Magazine.

Ballade of the Journey’s End
Those far fair - land§ our feet have
trod

The journey that was. never done—
The dms that followed us ...golden

th the sun—
a waste sea

411 mad adventure be
Ships in the trough o
spun-—
The treasuries of outlawed Kkings,—
And the white walls of Babylon;—
Ah! woe is me for all these things!

Your staff and scrip are laid aside
And all my golden minstrelsy;
We sail no more in the turn of the tide
In a captured vessel out to sea.
Oh! fallen and sick and tired are we!
Sleek cloth about us twines and
clings,
And where is the sword that should set
us free?
Ah! woe is me for all these things!

The street lamps in a dreary line
Gaze through the dusk with venom-
ous eyes.
We stir the fire and pour the wine,
For we have done with our enterprise,
The anxious town about us lies;
Another sonf the shrill wind sings
Than that which startled the morning
skies—
Ah! woe is me for all these things!

Envot
i
A sudden gust and a rattle of rain,
And a thought which Jleaps in the
heart and stings.
Draw the curtains close round the win-
dow pane!—
Ah! woe is me for all these things!
—Margaret Sackville in the Spectator.

The Night Mist.
O’er the lone meadows where the hoar
frost teems
Slowly ascends a veil of vaporous dew,
That floats and falls, and then like in-
cense seems
To vanigh in the amber of the moon.
Just like the hopes and tears and loves,
and prayers,
That rise from weary broken hearts
tonight,
And melt into oblivion, as soft airs
Of moon bring back new labors with
the light.

But in the sunset of another day,

The western deep’s Elysian
yields

Soft clouds of rare old rose, and golden

glory

ay,
Woven from the cold mist of the lone-
1y fields.

FE’en so, the votaries that rise tonight,
Of faithful trials, sore wounds, or fall
passed by,
Are only waiting ’till the even bright
To build our tempies yonder, by-and-
by. —Ethel Chapman.

At the Bnd of the World.

To the world’s end, to the world's end,
Did I wander seeking you,
And wide was the water and dark was
the fell.
With Time at my heels like a hound
of hell,
And the worst still left to do.

To the world's end, to the world’s end,
And the void to verify.
They told me of a tale of love supreme,
“Sometimes,” I cried, “I have caught
the gleam,
I shall seek it tho' I die.”

At the world’s end, at the world’s end,
At the end of the endless mile,

Nothing to see but the silent snow—
I turned with my tears to your heart,

and lo!

Love was with me all -the while!

—From “Gypsy Verses,” by Helen Hay
Whitney.

Memory.

My mind lets go a thousand things,
Like dates of war and deaths of kings,
And yet recalls the very hour—

*Twas noon by yonder village tower,
And on the last blue moon in May—
The wind came briskly up this way,
Crisping the brook beside the road;
Then, pausing here, set down its, load
Of pine scents, and shook 1istlesafy
Two petals from that wild rose trée.

—~—Thomas Balley Aldrich.




