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NEXT
NERAL ELECTION

berlain Styles It One of
ost Momentous In
Century,

on, June 19.--Mr. Joseph Cham-
, secretary of state for the colo-
ddressing a meeting of the
1's  Liberal-Unionist Assoeciation
ernoon, said the colonies had seen
h the haze of the South African
llium  negotiations, when Sir
Qumpbell-Bannerman, the Liberail
in the House of Commons, and
were mystified. Now that the
as concluding, he added, all were
pous  that, whatever the final
hent might be, it must be final, and
not leave behind it the seeds of
r mischief and make a further
jion of gthe trouble possible.
opposition wanted to know when
ral election would be called. He
hable to gratify their natural curi-
but whether the-election took place
ow or was postponed indefinitely,
1d be one of tne most momentous
ted to the people of the United
lom during a century, involving the
on of the future of South Africa
he future of the Empire.
prring to continental criticism, Mr,
berlain, after remarking that Eng-
plways expected this, went on to

it thqre are quarters whence even
+ of disapproval Iwould be a matter
ious concern. refer to o 0~
ad the Usited mte: » ti‘gﬁm
appy in that we have their good
n and approval.

is true this good opinion of the.

d States is not unmixed with other
nents. I will not now enter upen
auses, partly political and partly
o ental, which have led certain
cans to sympathize with what they
republie, although its whole exist-
and whole practice has been one
petual denia] of the principles upon
h their great republic is founded. I
e the great majority of the Ameri-
ecognize that our aims in this war
s high and unselfish as those which
hted themselves in the Spanish-
ican struggle. They fought then
hstice and Hberty, not for their own
s, indeed, but for those whom
believed to be the victims of oppres-
and we did not enter into disquisi-
hs or technical discussions, but
nized that they were carrying out,
nglo-Saxons, a great work of civil-
bn and humahity. .
tow we are asking their sympathy,
we believe that in the long run we
gain the final seal of their = ap-

il e
FOR VIOE-PRESIDENT.
thy Woodruff Is the Choice of New
York.

iladelphia, June 19.—Lieut.-Gover-
mothy L. Woodruff will be present-
, the national convention as the can-
e of ‘New York for vice-president.
ag decided to do this after a four
' stormy session- of the New York
bation, during which every kind of
[)] was made to get Governor Roose-
to say that he would accept a nom-
on, ‘The vice-presidential situation
i1l mixed, because it is asserted that
York makes this move 80 a3 0 8¢
the convention with a candidate, and
hoping that Governor Roosevelt will
ominated. Senator Hanua hasi stat-
lhat he controls the delegates to &nch
xtent that he can nominate any can-
te he pleases to name, and it 18 not
¢n that he has withdrawn his objec-
to Mr. Woodruff. ‘The latter was as
h surprised as anybody over the re-
In_ general the idea seems to be
alent that Secretary Long is the
t favored candidate nvith a probabil-
that Roosevelt may still be nominat-
Governor Roosevelt believes that his
hes have been respected by his own
gation, and that he is finally out of
race, .

e (et
DOES NOT WANT IT.

dy Would Rather Be Governor of
lew York Than Vice-President.

hiladélphia, June 18. — Governo?
bsevelt to-day stated that in regard to
talk about making him a candidate
vice-president, that he considered he
d do more to help the national ticket
being nominated as governor of New
k.

———m
FALIAN CABINET RESIGNED.

bosition ‘Tactics Brought on a Dead-
lock.

ome, June 18.—In the chamber of
ties to-day the Premier, Gen. Pel-
s, annonnced that the cabinet has re-
hed owing to a deadlock arising from
opposition’s uncompromising attitude
he question of the rules of proceedure.

———— Y———————
o get rellef from indigestion, billousness,
stipation or torpid liver without dlstut‘b-
the stomach or purging the bowels,
e a few doses of Carter's Little Liver
they will please you.

K we

r long-restrained
_weary of the stay on '

* steamer went to that terrible fate.
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CAPE NOME MINES
© " ARE OVER-RATED
steamzr Alpha After Hair ﬁreath Escapes From

Arctic Ice, Brings News of the Far
North 6old Fields. ;

?NMW{WMM o

With the completion of her trip from Cape Nome, the Bteamer Alpha
§ marks an epoch in loeal marine history—for mnever before has an iron
steamer of her build attempted such a feat—dificult ag it was dangerous—
a she has performed. She brings the first news from. Cape Nome and
gives to a waiting world the real state of affairs at that much overboom-
ed gold field. She has news of gold finds, rich, poor and indifferent, of

Z murders and ‘shooting scrapes,

AANNRN

light of the ‘Arctic morn, he saw that the
unlooked for danger had come. The ice
was sliding forward, and, to the con-
sternation of all, it was seen to be com-
ing together behind, The faraway
rumbling soon became a roar. Some-
thing ha& to be done, ?Eh d«ixi:e quifl:lge,
¢ .| to save the steamer and the lives of

wou!d be at Nome about a week, it again | 175" paegengers who were :peacefully
made an accurate r she left | gl , all - of the ds

on the 30th; and the announcement that| “Mr, Vey,” shouted Capt, ~Buckh
she was due is borne out by her arrival. mﬂtlhe stemtx? ydfl,s!;ﬁg% i crm'
Wxth.her iron hull—which shone with | "y grimy coal passers, perepiring, 5
new paint when she sailed from Victoria | though the icy water was chilling the
on April 6—seared and all but denuded | DOW brittle iron plates until the steamer
of paint by too frequent contact with the | was like a refrigerator, threw fuel into
jee-pack, the steamer reached Vancouver the furnaces. Steam pressure grew
from Nome—she did mnot call at St higher as the engines turned over and
Michael—on Sunday evening. As Capt. the propellor swirled faster and faster.
Otto Buckholtz had promised, she was :[ttnwa:da race such as seldom has been
witnessed,

the first steamer carrying supplies to ar-
rive at Nome, and tne first vessel to re- A RACE AGAINST DEATH.
turn. ' The Jeanie, which left three days 3
before her in an effort to be the first gdu::ha’;:;"ft‘ﬂ 'ﬂl’_n;‘l;e Ttlf:::agz’e;nw%’;é
$ ough, ‘he reaper thr
steamer to arrive, did not reach Seattle Sickle, but the distance was na Sk
the steamer was making the last few

until- yesterday.
The Alpha brought down five passen-|y 5.3 feet her sides all but grazed the
jce. She was free, though—and when

gers, each of whom
BROUGHT CONSIDERABLE GOLD. | the breakfast bell rang the pas-
sengers ossembled, some to com-

Jack Kill, who went North for the
Frye-Bruhn Packing Co,, had $145,000; | plain of the tedium of the voyage, and all
ignorant of their encounter with the dan-

Glen Tingsley, who seven weeks before
the Alpha sailed, took the Dawson mail | gers of a few hours before.
This is but one of the many instances

to Nome, brought down $25,000; J. C.
Monaghan, of Denver, Col., had $80,000; | of the adventures of the Alpha in the
and Frank Green, of Dawson and Nome, | ice-pack. There were many other in-
cidents and some as equally trying to

the neryes.

had $60,000. Oscar Gardell, the other
The whole passage was spent in skirt-

pgsse:]spci:', is adSv;:de‘-who wen:sp on
the sha, and, having been: icted |-

was obliged ing the torn berg edges, and when the
be o open leads of free water were observed

with mercury peisoning,
to return. Tn all Purser Shoup had plunging into those which seemed to offer
%o-tavomble chance to work northward.

$300,000 in his care,
The Alpha landed all her 175 5: h; the eventful passage, the
steamer left Victoria on April 6, Vancou-

gers at Nome, excepting O. Gardell, %’ic-
returned, and H. Stadthagen, of ver a day later and Union on the 8th—
a month before any of the American

toria, who returned by the Hero. Helt'
careo o gl A e b | Sopieny mifed. _The voyugy 10 Datch
5 » v was devoid o ut there
steamer’s owner; offered the ap| roximate was enough ‘interest from them on to
make up for that. The ice-pack was

amount i h

first encountered on April 24, in 56 N.,
167 W. The ice blink shone above it and
was visible long before

THE GREAT ARCTIC FLOE

wae seen. The barrier was met with,

but Capt. Buckholtz, in the hope that the

warmer currents mtht have cut a way

through, skirted along the jagged terri-

{tory of crystals. At times he would b.
lying under the lee of a monster mountain

or 3 were too |Of 1ce, then all that barred the way would
6. | be a:vast acreage of half-sunken ice. The

blink—as sailors eall the reflection of the
sun’s rays from the ice—was almost
blinding in its brilliance, and the whole
&cene was one of grandeur—totally unap-
preciated by the Nome-botind gold-seek-

ers,
That night a big southeast gale raged,
and the beauties of nature were still less

appreciated. < ¢ o R

On the 25 St. George, the lower of the
Seal islands, was sighted. It was set in
a continent of ice and unapproachable,
‘Large quantities of detached ice were
also visible. The weather was fine but
| cold, and the steamer was surrounded by

drift-ice. - She steamed out of the pack

into the free 'water and followed the
11 south limit of the ice. Next day—the

27th—she was still following the ice; the
; t following day, too, the ice was skirted,
on it being refused, | the 118 meridian being then crossed. The
discharge. cargo, despite f{27th, too, she followed the face of the
the commercial companies, who foresaw | great floe, and at 1:20 p.m. on thd 30th,
a big slump in market prices when the'| the sea of old Admiral Behring had been
cargo was ashore, There was & general | all but crossed—the ‘steamer was with-
shortage of supplies and of coal, of which | in 22 miles of the coast of Siberia, and

the Al ed a b ent. | yet : -

e " e’ 'NO OPEN OHANNEL
on
i

. When on Friday morning the Colonist
predicted the arrival of the steamer
Alpha at Cape Nome on May 25, it pre-
dicted correctly, for it was on that day
that she arrived. 'When on the same
morning the Colonist said the Alpha

St. Michael, but after “having crawled

around the ice-pack towards Norton

Sound, her officers found another pack

which closed all ingress to the sound,
to St. Michael was out of the
So the steamer headed for

Nome, When she -

ANCHORED OFF NOME

_board ship to
main, and when the otilla of dories and
small boats eame out, they grabbed their
hand-baggage and accepted the proffered
passages. The passengers
ashore, Capt. Buckholtz,
and Mr. Barber went ash
consultation with Deputy United States
Marshal Lee and United States Com-|
missioner Ransom, the only officers at
Nome. It was pointed out that the pas-
sengers had gone ashore, and duty was
tendered on the cargo. United States |
jal Lee then placed a man

proffered
and commissioner acted
The duty was then again

CAarTi con
Coal was selling for $130 per" _
that was safe to follow was seen.  The
gold fields were behind a barrier of heavy

cause of the shortage, the 8a
was general, outside of the
: | field-ice. that the Russian steamer Ermak

companies, when the Alpha’s
ashore. iy

THE STEAMER'S PERIL.

How the Alpha Narrowly Bscaped Being
Crushed in the Ice.

 When the story was circulated by the
American press some days ago, in com-
mon with the wild crop of stories with
or their text, that the
steamer had probably been crushed by
the ice-pack and all had been lost, few
vealized how elose those on the little 1§,1'uou
r-
ser Shoup and Capt. Buckholtz shud-
dered as they told of the narrow escapes
from disaster, and the former says that
pot for a * cultus potlateh ” of $100,000
will he participate in such an eventful
‘Tip again, and Capt. Buckholtz does not
Fearn for it. It was a terrible trip, and
one which will no doubt go down in the
annals of the marine of the
Pacific Coast. - B
On May 13, soon after leaving Dutch
Harbor the second time, the steamer had
her most narrow escape from destruction.
and the awful rumor sent abroad
from the Sound was close to being a
fact. After mooring to the pack, wait-
ing and watching the miles and miles of
ice, the lookout in the crow’s nest on the
foremast had given the welcome news

would have. found hard work to break.
The water tanks were running low, and
the ice forbade a further. northward
movement, so the steamer headed back
Harbor, She followed the face

§ g St. George,

steamer returned to Dutch Harbor, where
the Hero was seen and a mail despatched.
Mr, Stadthagen, having had enough of
the ice, returned by the Hero, Two days
were spent in filling the Alpha’s tanks and
replenishing her bunkers, and then she
again went out to find a way through the
ice, A cha

east of St. George and into it the Alpha
poked her brow. The cold was in-
tense and soon the steamer was covered
with ice, her masts, rigging, smoke-
stacks, decks, rails, her all, in fact, were
.sheeted. For some days the eold blast
continued, but the way remained clear
and the steamer stood for Nunivak island.
‘At the northeast of the island the solid
pack was encountered, and two miles to
the northeast of Nunivak island = the
steamer had to anchor. - She could get
no further.

“Mhe night was spent at anchor befote
the floe, and next morning the steamer
stood to the northward, where a passage
had offered. It lead through Cook’s
: strait, and it was.as she was making the
that there was a lead. - Capt. Buckholtz | last part of the voyage through this chan-
followed the open water with his glasses | nel, which was full of detached ice,
as far as the eye courd seé, as he had on |the hair-raising adventure ~above
many a previous oeeasion on the trip, scribed—her ' narrowest Oof narrow - es-
when the steamer and passengers would capes—occurred. Gradually the ice
have-been risked had he made a miseal- | ¢ behind her, and had it not been
culation, - The lead seemed open, and r tance of the high promon-
the bell on the bridge tingled. The wait-| tories of ice, which crushed slowly, and
ing engineers heard the signal and ‘the|the crookedness of the channel, the en-
machinery again began to move, gines would have never driven ber fast

_The steamer slowly steamed down the enough to escape being crushed. -The
river between the great territories of ice. steamer, however, forced her way
On she went until, as night began to fall, through into the free water and was soon
the channel was noticed to be getting | off Cape Vancouver. That day she rwag
perceptibly smaller: I€ was but 60 or free again for a run of 120 miles throug
70 feet across when the ice was dropped. | oP¢R water, and all would have been wel
Capt. Buckholtz—who has not only his | but for ;
gfg‘llpg experience, but his aforetime} AN UNFORTUNATE ACOIDEN;‘

chaling training—thought the packs!in the engine room. T. Davis, an oiler,
were of field ice; and reasoned that the living herg, slipped and caught his foot in
steamer was perfectly safe. one of the eccentrics. The member was

At 1.30 a. m., though, there was a cry, | badly torn and: lacerated, and there be-
gpd Capt. Buckholtz was awakened from ing no doctor on board to dress it scien-
Alg short ‘sleep, ~ The ‘j¢e ‘was moving. . tifienlly; lockjaw developed. The unfor-

% he rushed: on deek in the dim haltltmte oiler had the torn foof dressed by

¢ \

the army doctor ~at - Nome and was
brought and placed in the hospital
at Vancouver,

On May 156 Cape Romanoff was pass-
ed, and agein the ice-pack was fallen in
e e e e

? or ing, t
saw her but %‘ﬂm‘ieam Nome. Next
day she encountered the whaler  Jean-
nette, held in the ice./The Alpha, th
was clear of the pack and pushed slow-
1y on, but on the day following she, too,
was surrounded by the detached ice and
made  fast to the floe. It was 2 am.
on the 18th before the steamer was out
of the pack. She saw the whalers
.'lfqenn)e mddAlu;:tdﬂa,hwhieh reached

ome two days 'oré her, in 'the ice as
she cleated ti;. .

way to the eastward there seemed to
be a chimmering channel of green in the
scintillating ice, and to the eastward the
steamer bore, AgaTn the impassable ice
intervened and her lines were made

FAST TO A BERG.

At noon she steamed sixteen miles north,
but the heavy fields of the eternal ice
began to close in and she had to wing
back southward to the open sea.

All day May 20 and 21 she remained
fast, moored to the pack, and at noon on
the 22nd a lead was sighted, and the
steamer bore westward to St. Lawrence
Island, Norton Sound being impassable.
The whaler Jeanette was seen just south
of the island. Around St. Lawrence
Island there was a heavy field of ice, the
pack being heaviest to the eastward.
The passage around the island was, how-
ever, completed on the 23rd, and on the
24th—the Queen’s Birthday—the steamer
was sailing through an open sea with all
colors flying, and with her passengers
e .~ The way was now seemingly
clear. That night, though, more ice was
met, and bergs fifty feet high or more
were seen. It was useless to think of
then getting into St. Michael, so onece
more the steamer bore to the westward,
and at 9 a.m. high land was sighted to
the northeast. Here, then, was Nome,
and next morning the Mecca of the
argonauts was reached.

The passengers lost no time in getting
ashore—they would not stop for red tape,
and the cargo was lightered in the rain.
After five days at the diggings the
steamer turned to again find a passage
through the ice, with five Nome miners
and their treasure on board. St. Law-
rence Island was rounded and there was
no ice, but to the eastward the tell-tale
blink was seen, A passage was found
to the eastward, though, and the steamer
steamed south.

It was then that another trying en-
counter with the pack occurred. Capt.
Buckholtz had sighted a lead bearing
down towards Hall Island—the most
northerly of the Pribyloffs—and®into it
the Alpha ran. It was, however, a blind
lead, and for four long, watchful days
the steamer was fast, without an outlet
before or behind. All efforts to extri-
cate the iron vessel were unavailing until
at length, after four days, imprisonmen%
a lead was found to the eastward, an
the steamer was goon anchored in free
water.

A heavy gale blew next day, and the
steamer remained at anchor. She was
obliged, however, to weigh her anchor
frequently, or one of the swiftly pro-
pelled masses of ice which sailed before
the gale might have struck her too
brittle plates. £

On the 7th she got out of the ice again,
and on the 9th steamed through Unimak
Pass. Three schooners—one being the
J. M. MecNeil, of San Francisco—were
seen, and a steamer bound up, before she
went through the pass. From ¢
to Union and Vancouver was plain sail-
ing—or, rather, steaming.

THE PASSENGERS.

The Bringers of ’I;r—e;snre Talk of Cape
;" 'Nome and Its Mines, ’

Jack Kill, of the Frye-Brubn Packing
Co., who is well known in Vietoria, took
a herd of cattle north. He previously,
though, came into possession of many
claims in the district. He says that it
was only by the intervention of I:rov:—
dence that Nome escaped fire last winter,
The buildings are all shell affairs,
knocked together from any available
material, packing boxes and mud being
used forsthe most part. A few sparks,
a roof on fire, and the whole town might
have gone.

Frank Green, who brought - down
$60,000, says that Nome is all right from
a mining point of view—if the miner can
afford to mine.

Claim jumping and lot jumping ds. rife,
and the man who is the most deft with
a revolver, or who can afford to pay people
to fight for him, has the best chance to hold
a clatm. The beaches are prety well taken
up, some syndicates owning as many as
300 or 400 claims,

¥. O. Monaghan, of Denver, & bringer of
$80,000, was one of those who went down
frem Dawson last winter. He made money
by speculating in claims. Glen Tinsley was
also one of those who went from Dawson.
#ie took the mail down and many a heart
was gladdened by his coming.

Oscar Gardele was the victim of a strange
accident, He spilled some quicksilver on
his sleeping bag and inhaled it. The gold
‘filling of his ‘teeth attracted it and it got
to his throat, partially polsoning him. He
goes to Tacoma to recuperate.  All the
passengers went to the Sound, leaving Van-
couver yesterday by the 8. & 1. train,

THE LATEST DISCOVERY.

Many Tens of Thousands Taken Out of
Topkuk Creeks ‘Within a
Month.

Jack Kill, who came down on the Alpha,
says the latest and biggest mine in the
vicinity of Nome is at Tipkok. The gold
was, however, in patches, and a claim that
was fabulously rich would be found along-
side & blank. One claim there through a
week in April yiclded as much as $15,000
and in a litle over a month, $56,000 was
taken from the claim. There were twenty
miners on this property.

Tipkok is inland, and about fifty miles
below Nome. Many of these claims—each
a hundred feet—have ylelded clean-ups as
nigh as $40,000. £

This district was discovered at the be-
ginning of April.

THE BAND OF CAIN.

Murders and Gun.—l;lny Features of the
New Gold Fields of the North.

Officers of the Alpha report that several
shooting scrapes had. occurred at Nome,
one just prior to their departure; two min-
ers having quarreled over a claim. . The
particulars were not learned, however,

News was given of another tragedy;In-
dlans being alleged to have committed a
murder. with  the object: of rohbing the
vietim.  N. 8. Griffith, who arrived at
Nome on March 28th, reported the finding
of the body of a man in a woodpile at
Opatolik, an Indian village, 22 miles the
other side of Port Safety, One. of the
men present from Nome {dentified the body
as that of a man who formerly lived there,
and was a frequenter of the saloons. When
the body was examined, dnd the cuts over
the eyes noticed, it was thought he was
probably murdered. It is believed at Nome
that the mrder was the work of nai’ves.
. Seta Beeley, a Nome miner, has becu sent

to—jail- for stesiing sand fromr

two beach miners at Nome. The sand sto-
len went $50 to the sack. Seeley was traced
and it was found that he had stolen four
sacks. Hé was found washing it and when
accused confessed. >

STEAMERS REACH NOME.

ough, | The Whalér Alexa—xFer the First of the

Fleet—Alpha Close Behind.

The steam whaler Alexander was the
first of the OCape Nome fleet to reach the
diggings. She dropped anchor off Nome
on May 21st, at 11 a.m, Two days later
the: steam whalers Jennettez and Jenny
arrived, and on the morning of the 25th the
steamer Alpha, fifty-twe days out from
Vancouver also arrived at Nome with 175
passengers, and some threé hundred tons
of freight. On the 20th, the whaler
Thrasher of San Francisco arrived with 215
passengers.

A number of the Alpha’s crew deserted at
Cape Nome. The mate, Emil Rawlose,
left to take command of a scow at the
wages of $2 per hour; H. G. Phillips, the
gteward, left to take & position as bar-
tender and C. R. Phillips was appointed in
bis stead. Several of the sallors also left
the steamer.

NOME'S TRAGEDIES,

Body of the Third Victim of the Mys
terious Killings Found.

The body of the third = victim of the
Northern Bay tragedies, before described in
the Colonist, has been found, according to
pnews receilved by the Alpha. The latest
‘discovered victim, Oliver Woodruff Scott,
was found by Herbert Murray, a prospector,
on Alder creek, a tributary of the Ungatu-
lik, in a half finished toopuck, or Indlan
hut of boughs and frees.

PASSENGERS INTERVIEWED.

What Those Who Came Down Have to
Say of the Country.

The most enthusiastic passenger on the
Alpha was John Kill. Mr. Kill describes
Nome as the richest diggings the world has
ever known, He says that although the
creeks have not been prospected yet that
everywhere a hole is dug pay dirt can be
found, running from 50 to 75 cents a pan.
He mentlpned Anvil, Snow Gulch and Dex-
ter creeks as the richest yet found, and
stated that $80,000 had so far been taken
out of Snow Gulch creek. He said that
the Golden Gate district was also turning
out very rich. Mr. Kill.took in a herd of
beef cattle in the spring and sold them out
at 75 cents a pound, so that he had a gold
mine in beef, besides acquiring many
claims,

J. C. Monaghan sald that the only news of
consequence was the big strike on the
beach 40 miles from Nome at a place called
Pitkok. He heard that $15,000 had been
taken out of a 40-foot claim there in a week.
A big strike has been reported on Colorado
creek, in the Golden Gate country also,
where the dust went $1.50 to $2.00 a pan.
Glen Tinsley suid that he had come over
the ice from Dawson with 1,000 others,
and had only been in Nome country for
six weeks, so that he could tell little about
{t. There were 3,000 at Nome when he
was there, The citizens seemed peacable,
and on the whole, law abiding. The cases
of hardship were few, although prices were
in the sky. For one week shovels were
selling at $25 each, a beef steak cost $1.50,
a can of condensed milk $1.00; coal $200 a
ton, and wood, which was hauled 30 miles,
from $40 to $60 a cord.

On his way he passed Tipkok, where the
strike was made. There were then seven
tents there, but since that a stampede had
taken place, He saw the fellows working
on the beach and asked them what they

‘had, but they were all deat and dumb, every

man of them. He afterwards learned that
twenty of them had' struck the place to-
her and had

these claims, owned by partners who dis-
covered the diggings, $48,000 were taken
out, and he supposed some of the other
claims were as rich,but from what he could
learn of the whole country, Nome could not
be compared at all with Klondike. It was
all right for a man to get his right foot
in first, but it had not proved nearly as
rich at the same stage of the game as Kilon-
dike had. . The gold Is mostly very fine too,
and machinery will have to be used at an
early date. The beach In front of Nome is
played out, -For twelve miles along the
water front the earth has been turned up
until it has the appearance of a line of
fortresses. This beach has been worked
over, “‘sniped,” and worked over again, so
that it doesn’t pay to pan it any more.
The story about more gold returning as
soon a8 what is there is taken out is rot.
Outside the Tipkok discovery there is no
authentic late report of rich strikes on the
creeks, that is rich strikes as they are
known in the Klondike. There will be
thousands of poor men disappointed. There
are enotigh men In the country now to work
it, and every creek In Nome is staked to
its lmits, and some of them several times
over. Prospectors do not prospect, they
simply stake the creeks, and they have an
utter disregard for the law. Some men
hold as many as a hundred powers of at-
torney, and stake a hupndred claims, some
of them on any creek they happen to strike,
in utter digregard of priority of claim, so
that neweomers will have to buy claims to
make money, will run a very big chance of
buying a lawsuit. Bonanza district pro-
miges well, however. From' the last
accounts, at Tipkok, 300 men are rocking
the beach. The ‘price of real estate has
gone skyward; no desirable business pro-
perty can be bought for less than $8,000 or
$10,000.

WAITING.

India Bagerly Hxpectant of the Coming
of the Monsoon.

London, June 18.—The following de-
spatch has been received from the vice-
roy of India, Lord Curzon of Kedleston:
“Three weeks' famine reports show a
state of general expectancy pending the
advance of the monsoon, which has not
yet appeared, Heavy rain has fallen in
Burmah.”

e e
WELCOME HOME AGAIN.

Two of the Wounded Men of the First
Contingent Reach Halifax.

Halifax, June 18.—Among the passen-
gers on the steamship Siberian, wl’gich
arrived from Liverpool this morning,
were two members of the first Canadian
contingent wounded in the battle of
Paardeberg—Private H. B. Fradsham,
belonging to Fredericton, and Private H.
'B. Durant, of Moncton. The men ar-
rived in England on the 25th, going into
Herbert hospital at Woolwieh. They
left the hospital May 25 and sailed for
Halifax. Durant was shot through the
elbow and left thigh, and Fradsham
through the groin. They report that the
other Canadians in Herbert hospital are
doing well.

——
MAY COME OR GO.

San Franeisco, June 18.—Federal
Quarantine Officer Dr. Kinyon has noti-
fied the railroad and steamship com-
panies that he has withdrawn all his

inspectors, and that Chiqese are free to
.leave the state without i

h @ to stake out twenty |
‘claims of ‘tWernty feet esch: ~From ¥wo ‘of|

‘Gape Nome’s |
Diggings

A Comprehensive Statement of
Conditicns at the Over-
boomed Mines.

An Extensive Gold Belt But the
Rush Is Not War-
ranted.

According to the advices brought from
Nome by the Alpha, those intending to
go there would do well to consider
Punch’s advice  to people about to
marry—* Don’t.” A correspondent writ-
ing from there on the Alpha, says: “To
those of my friends who are looking for
advice to guide them in their intentions
upon Nome, I would say: ‘TUnless you
can afford to blot a year or two out of
your existence, and lose the cost of living
for a like period, or you can afford to
drop a thousand or more for the sake of
experience, stay at home. Under no cir-
cumstances come if you must stake your
all” It is true there is an extensive gold
belt here, reaching from Norton Bay to
the Arctie. But the ereeks in that belt
which contain pay are comparatively few
and are far between. The beach, which
is the hope of the thousands who, we are

informed, are coming, has been more
than three-fifths exhausted by last sum-
mer’s work, as far as individual mining
is concerned. Some few rich spots may
yet be found, but the average beach
miner will be repaid with results which
will represent only average wages. .

“To him who cherishes.the idea of find-
ing new creeks and becoming the owner
of yet undiscovered claims, I can but say
that virtually all that most of the people
here have so far done isto stake and
locate claims. And if there be any
creek or gulch or bench yet left un-
staked, it is a pure aceident for which
the stampeder would blush for shame,
should it ever be brought to his know-
ledge. ~ For men to find claims at this
late day they must be prepared to lend
themselves to a year of hard tramping
and more wearing work than most of
them have been gfccustomed to, and with
tlﬁe chances ten to one against them
then.

“And to augment all these difficulties
there are still others to be considered:
The cost of getting here, for passage
and freight;  the almost entire absence
of fuel or shelter; the shortness of the
working season—virtually only four
months, During the eight months of
winter none but deep diggings and
tundra claims can be worked to any ad-
vantage, and as far as other mining is
concerned, this period can only be de-
voted to preparations for the mext sea-
son’s run. The winter is Dot so ex-
tremely cold, never lower than 40 degrees
below zero; still Dawsonites tell us this
is as cold as 60 below at Dawson. The
summer months, though all day, are by
no means all sunshine. The early por-
tion of the season is fairly agreeable;
but then come the rainy, dreary, dismal
days, and such is the weather during
which the work must be done, if at all.

“Not very much prospecting has been
done during the winter. However,
startling reports of rich finds have been
coming in’ unceasingly, ‘and to one ac-
quainted with conditions heré it is abso-
lutely evident that they can have mno
foundation in fact. Stampede has fol-
lowed stampede; the trails have been
kept in splendid condition, and the
country has been covered with stakes;
while honest prospecting has been done
in but isolated cases. Of Cape York
nothing more definite is known than was
last fall. 'The latest stampede was up
the river from Port Clarence into the
Koogrock country, and the report that
was the cause of this is that it was a
good looking country and some colors,
had been found. The northern side of
the range which parallels ‘the shores of
Behring . sea has not been overlooked.
In fact there is not an acre of ground
within a radius of 100 miles that is not
in one or more recording distriets.

“ Not satisfied with mineral recording,
the industrious recurding angels have
established townsites at convenient in-
tervals, each with its duly constituted
recording office. One enterpriging indi-
vidual has lately established himself in
business as the recorder for an eastern
addition to Nome. The game is perfectly
easy—and so appareatly are the people.
A tract of government land is surveyed
into lots and streets, the information is
given out that everything is ready for
staking, and the prospective town lot
owner comes along, sets four corner
stakes in the ground, pays the recorder
$2.50 ‘and the surveyor the same, and
then proceeds to the real estate office and
lists his lot and imagines himself $100
to the good; and so the game goes on.
On the east of Nome, at the mouth of
Nome river, is the new townsite of Car-
son: 20 miles further east, near the
mouth of Eidorado and Solomon rivers,
is the townsite of Port Safety; still fur-
+her east is Topkok, where a late but not
very extensive heach strike has been
made. All these are prospective sead-
ports. Then there are numerous embryon
cities on Golovin, and lastly on Norton
Bay.

“yOn Bonanza creek, flowing into Nor-
ton Bay, two or three good mines have
been found. Some 20 miles up Fish
river, on a branch of Fish—the Neuck-
luck—is Council City, lately re-name'd
Golovin City. Here and around Golovin
and Norton Bay there is considerable
timber. Council City, in the hgart of
the best mines of that section, will very
likely become a fair sized winter camp.
In this vicinity are the mines of Ophir,
Sweetcake, Elkhorn, the Neuckluck and
the Casa-da-Pago. The prospects there
are fairly good, and these str_eams.wilﬂl
undoubtedly develop some paying mines.

“To the west and north of Nome the
first townsite is Cripple City, near the
mouth of Gripple river, which has one
tributary, Oregon creek, that has paying
claims upon it. ~Then comes Sinrock,
sonte 40 miles to the west and north, in
which :neighborhood are two or three
creeks of which some good is known. In
the vicinity of Port Clarence are three
new townsites, laid out by enterprising
speculators. If the mines in that sec-
tion make any showing, somewhere in
that vicinity the main town will very
probably be, for it is the only safe harbor
on the coast.

“In the immediate vicinity of Nome
there are about half a dozen creeks that
contain rich placers, while for perhaps a
hundred others this claim is made by
their locators. I am, however, informed
by reliable persons who did honest and
conscientious prospecting in this vicinity

last summer, that but very few besides

this half ‘dozen will show up any payin - paying |
claims, -

“ Nome is an enterprising city. Three
thousand people wintered here and in the
immediate neighborhood. Early last fall
a municipal government was organized
and has been with us all winter. Now
the spirit of speculation has seized all.,
Everg available foot of town property
is claimed and attemupted to be held by.
one pretence or another, Even the law
seems to have beén interpreted and ad-
ministered in the interest of speculation.
Everything being voluntary, the munici-
pal government labored under many diffi-
culties, particularly .a the collection of
funds. And in March growing dissatis-
fagtion brought about a crisis, and many
raised their voices in favor of military
control. But the crisis was averted;
contributions were rreely made, confi-
d_ence partially restored, and the sanita-
tion and drainage of the city was en-
tered upon with a spirit and a will. And
thogse who will make Nome their home
during this summer will have reason to
thank the foresight and public spirit of
her pioneers; for if the work is carried
out Wiﬂ.l the same energy that has
marked it so far, Nome’s sanitary condi-
tion will be good.

“1 do not write this thinking that my
feeble and perhaps unsupported voice will
stop the mighty rush that I myself be-
lieve will make of Nome a lively and a
populous city ere the summer is even
well along; but I sincerely hope and
trust that those who ecannot afford to
take ‘Alaska chances ” will heed my
warning and save themselves the
miseries of a northern winter and the
losg’ of what little money they might
bring along.” :

Klondike’s
News Budget

Frank Phiscator the Victim of
a Sensational Hold-Up
Affair,

The Koyukuk Diggings—Stories
Pro and Con—Careless
Mail Handlers.

The Klondike minmng country is not
without its gun play incidents, although.
they are by no means as numerous’ there
as in the camps on the other side of the
boundary line. Following close on the
news of the cold-blooded murder at Fort
Yukon reported in these columns yester-
day morning, comes news of a sensa-
tional hold-up, with one of the Klondike’s
best known mine-owners as a vietim,

The vietim was Frank Phiseator, and
the man who tried to extort money from
him at the point of a revolver was H.
Covenay. The would-be extortionist
was brought up for trial before the
Dawson courts, and then the details of
the sensational affair came to light

It was a sensational story of threats
and persecution, of t’hiscator’s flight on
the Sybil, Covenay’s chase on the Cana-
dian, and on the Sybil’s break-down and
return to Dawson before the Canadian
lart, how Covenay tuok Phiscator to a
room and at the point of the pistol made
him hand over a poke of dust valued at
$7,000, and was about to take flight on
the Canadian- when Sergeant Wilson.
took him into custody. - ;

Frank Phiscator was ill and unable to
appear to give evidence against the man
and the gun, and the case was held over
until after the Ora, which brought the
river, had sailed.‘, e

News was also brought by the arrivals
up the river on the Ora of the barren-
ness of the alleged rich placers on the
Koyukuk creeks, with the exception of a
fow which have been long. since taken
up. Many of the stawapeders are return-
ing to Dawson, with pitiful stories of
hard luck, and yet at the same time the
agents and others connected with the
transportation companies continue  to
Doom the barren diggings and cause
stampeders to continue going there,

Dawson papers print side. by gide two
stories anent these mines—one that the
creeks are very rich, the other that the
district is a * fake.” One of the former
stories is told by Capt. Young of the
river steamer Leah, which arrived at
Dawson from the lower river on June 1.
The captain made a .rip to the Koyukuk
diggings during the winter, and he says:

“Myrtle and Slate were the two lead-
ing creeks, splendid pay being found on'
both of them. On 1de creeks prospect-
ing was then in progress, many of them
showing up finely. Bedrock is very
shallow on Slate creek and Myrtle, but
on other tributaries of the middle fork it
often sinks to a depth of 30 feet before
the paystreak is reached. Claim No. 9
on Myrtle is said to be one of the rich-
est in the world. Gold can be picked up
anywhere on it, and the output for ghe
winter’s work .will be enormous, being
confidently expected to run into the
hundreds of thousands of dollars.

“ Food was very scarce at'the diggings
during the winter, flour gelling at $4
per 50-pound sack, and other supplies in
like proportion, It was the scarcity of
food that compelled Capt. Young and
his party to come out sooner than they
intended. One hundred and thirty-five
miners wintered there. They would
willingly throw their gold-laden pokes at
a visitor, but supplies could hardly be
procured from them for any money.
The diggings are 90 miles above Peavey
and 156 miles above Bergman.

«Phe Koyukuk is the greatest field a
man: ever looked -—over.” eaid Captain
Young. “ There are good prospects on
nearly every creek, and work has only
been commenced. It will not surprise
me in the least it it rivals the richest
gold-producing camps in the history of
the ‘modern world.”

Reports of a big strike -are also
brought by the Leah from t!xe Tanana
country. The new discoveries are on
Eureka creek and its tributaries, and
about 150 miles from Cirele City. It is
said pans of $1 to 83 each are common,
and great excitement exists among the
miners in that vicinity. g

The other side of the story is-told in
miners’ letters to miners. William
AMoore writes on May 20 as follows:

«1 have talked with all of the soldiers
and storekeepers in town, and as a re-
sult have come to the conclusion, from
what they say, that Myrtle and Slate
creeks have three claims that will pay
wages on the average; and that if there
are any more than these they will have
to be discovered.

#All the miners who went from here
last fall are back and out in the Birch
ereek diggings. The companies are try-
ing to start a stampede to the Tanana

Feuccessral §o Tar.  All of the miners:
whom I have worked with in this locality
are at their work some 65 miles out on.
the creek, and I do not Dbelieve they
would be theré if there was a ‘chaneé to-
do any better in the Koyukuk or the
Tanana; so you can use your own judg-
ment in forming an opinion in regard to
the stampedes, as well as any man in the, .
country.”

‘Another miner, writing‘to a friend at
Dawson' on April 26, says: “Another
boom s on 'on the Koyukuk. Don’t go
there, either, for there has never been
over .two or three claims found there
that pay. _All the miners that went
from here have come back, having found*
nothing.” a

Speaking:’ of the Tanana he says:
“ They. are having a great boom on the
Tanana river just -now.. Don’t you be
fooled by anything you hear, for there
has not been anything found so far to
guarantee anyone to open up a claim.” *

To show how great a rush there was
down the river to Nome, Capt. Lewis,
who kept a road house on Halfway Is-
and, says, prior to the ice break 1,200 peo-
ple passed with dog teams en Toute to
Nome. In addition to this number were
65 women and 12 bicyclists. Eighteen
horse team outfits also passed. Since the
breakup 25 boats and scows, averaging
four men each, had passed for the Koy~
ukuk and an almost equal number for
Nome,

The departing Yukon field force were
entertained prior to their departure in
true soldier fashion, on May 29. They
expected to leave Dawson for this city
about the 15th dinst.,, and can soon be
looked for. The men of the N. W. M.
P. undertook to say farewell to them in
regulation soldier fashion and the event
ran itself along until morning. Many a
bumper of beer they drank to the good
fortunes and the mutual glory of each in
the years to come. The band was there,
a'nd singers and eongstresses and recita-
tionists and speechmakers. There was no
set programme, but, perhaps, things
went along more speedily for that, for
talent was plenty in the entertaining line
and all that it needed was to be invited
to have it,

The affair took place in the barracks
room of the N. W. M. Sergeant-
Major Tucker presided and Corporal
Skirving acted as secretary. Lieutenant-
Colonel Hemming in a very aptly worded
address started the thing going. He
spoke of the excellent good fellowship
existing between the men of the field
force and those of the N, W. M. P. He
paid tribute to the effectiveness and good
service of the N. W. M. P.

Those who have sent their Dawson
mail via Seattle will read the following
from the Dawson News with interest:
“The American consul in Dawson has
been invited by Postmaster Hartman to
examine the condition of a large portion
of the mail matter received yesterday
morning from the United States and to
note the damage created to letters by
the carelessness of the clerks in the Se-
attle postoffice. 'These letters, it ap-
pears, were thrown loose in .the mail
sacks instead of tying them in bundles,
as is customary in all well regulated of-
fices, as}i)eeially where the sacks have to
be handled so often and go over such &
long and rough road as that between
Seattle and Dawson. The result of it was
that many of the letters were fairly
ground or worn to pieces, and when the
sacks were emptied on the floor the pile:
of debris looked as if the sacks had fur-
nished nests for a score or more of mice.
Mr, Hartman has taken much pains to
save as many of those letters so destroy-
ed as possible, and the remnants of some
may enable him to make out the name of’
the party for whom they were intended.
Th:s_ is is gross careleseness, for which there
is no excuse, and no doubt Consul Me-
Cook will take prompt action and make

his report on the case in a suficiently

of a similar blunder. Some of the let-

ters will be a total loss.”

: Four men, names unknown, who were
in a boat following the ice, were drown-
ed about four miles above Bagle, on May
28. The boat got into the rapids, where
they dost control of her, and she upset.

A new question has arisen in the Senk-
ler investigation that is just now being
busily discussed among the lawyers of
Dawson. Justice Dugas has practically
decided that, under the terms of appoint~
ment as Toyal «commissioner to hear thev
charges, he cannot permit either the ac-—
cuser, D. G. McTayish, or the defendant,. .
Gold Commissioner Senkler, to be re-
presenited by counsel at the hearing. The*
charges are direct, alleging that. Mr..
Senkler was connected with the ilegali
recording of 21 fractions on Last Chance:
creek, and the judge, as special referee,.
desires to sift them down to the bottom,.
examining the witnesses for both sides:
and ascertaining the exact facts.

The body of George Ballantyne was
shipped out from Dawson on June 1, by’
the up river steamer. With it went the«
wife of the deceased and three brothers.
The body goes all the way to Chelsea,
Mass., the former home of the deceased.
The st of the Ballantynes is a pecu-
liarly sad one, George Ballantyne was
a well-to-do citizen of the beautiful town
of Chelsea-by-the-sea, near Boston, Mass.

 The Klondike excitement took posses-

sion of him as well as his three brothers.
He of a handsome home and
profitable business, and with his wife
started for Dawson, His brothers came
"ahead of him over the Pass, but he with
his wife came around by the lower Tiv-
er with the ill-fated or ill-managed Bos-
ton-Alaska outfit. At Rampart, fear-
fu] that he would not get through, Mr.
Ballantyne left the Philip B, Low and
came in ahead with a faster boat. His
wife reached Dawson with the Low on the
25th of September, 1898. She found her
husband sick in bed with the fever and
so reduced in flesh and changed that she
hardly knew. him. He had been a big-
stalwart man, notable among his fellow
travellers for his robust appeargnce. In
spite of every care and attention that his
wife, brothers and physicians could -give
him, he died o few days later, The body
was interred temporarily in the cemetery
on the hili, *
PUBSHESIIRIE NS ——)

Sidden Death.—News reached the eity
yesterday of the death, while en route
to Victoria from the Old Country, of
Mrs. Walker, who for a long period was
in charge of the. Protestant Orphans”™
Home. Deceased is reported to have
passed away suddenly on board ship-
while the vessel was crossing the Atlan-
tic. A daughter—a resident of Victoria—
survives her.

o A G A

Prohibition National Convention.—The
Great Northern railway, -through Mr.
Chas, Wurtele, its local agent, is offer--
ing an excursion rate of $71.50 ronndl
trip to Chicago, for the Prohibition:
‘National Convention. Tickets will be
sold on June 21 and 22, the return end
being good for sixty days. The sale of
tickets will not be confined to prohibition-
iats, says Mr. Wartele; a man can get
a ticket even is he does carry a bottle
in his back pocket.

Suburban Cemetery.—The residents of
Victoria West will hold another meeting
this evening, to select a site for-a ceme-

from here, but they save not been very

tery near that section of the eity.




