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DRAKE DEFENDS AUDITOR
AGAINST POCOCK ATTACK

Mayor Also Takes Up Cudgel—States “All Brains Not On the
Public Utilities Commission”—*Pocock Sore,”
Suggests Ward Three Alderman. ’

EXPECT NO LARGE DEFICIT ON L. AND P. S.

“I want to tell Mr. Pocock that we
have as good an auditor in the per-
son of Heamry B. Ashplant as he or
any cother citizen of London can pro-
duce. Nothing will escape his notice
and he’ll not overlook ‘future London
and Port Stanley reports, you can be
assured.”

So_ declares Ald. Gordon Drake to-
day, thoroughly aroused by state-
ments credited yesterday to Philip
Pocock, member of the public utili-
ties commission and ex-member >f
tha L. and P. S. commission.

“I can’t understand Mr. Pocock's
criticism of the city hail activities,”
continued“Ald. Drake. It may be, of
course, that he is peeved because he
was not reappoirted to the Port
Stanley commission. :

“He has no legitimate excuse for
criticizing the council of 1922 for the
appointment of ex-Ald. Ashplant to
the position of city auditor. It was
certainly in the best interests of the
city, and one of the best moves that
has been made in yocars.

“During the brief period Mr. Ash-
plant has held office he has con-
ducted a rigid investigation into the
condition of several department:_z.and
information that has been available
has indeed been valuable to us.

Nothing Will Escape.

“Nothing will escape his notice,
and the members of the Port Stanley
commission,, past or present, can rost
assured that the affairs of that cor-
poration will receive the same care-
ful scrutiny. I realize' quite well, of
course, that there are cortain offi-
cials and others who resent his ap-
pointment. They do not 'relish what
they calculate to be interference on
his part. '

“Mr. Ashplant is A 1 as an auditor,

and the people and officials of Lon- |
don will realize that full well by the|

time the year is out. For one thing,
during my several years on the coun-
cil, he has been the first auditor who
has ever come to the council and
explained anything.”

“All the brains are not confined
to the public utilities commission,”
asserted Mayor Wenige, also taking
up the cudgels in defense of the city
council, as against the criticism of
Commissioner Philip Pocock.

“The commissioner is talking more
or less at random, to my mind,” com-
mented his worship. “He talks about
a high tax rate, and he is blaming
the city council for it. I dispute his
claim that the tax rate was struck
this time last year. That was not
the case. The rate was not fixed until
March 29, and it will be struck now
within a few days. That will be much
earlier than last year.

Sadly in Error.
talks further about the in-
crease expenditure in the operation
of the assessment department. Once
again he is sadly in error. Ho is
seemingly not conversant with all
facts of the case. He does not ap-
preciate the fact, it would seem, that
the salary aggregate in this depart-
ment has been reduced by many
thousands of dollars.

“It is my contention that the re.
tirement of certain employees will
mean another actual saving. The
junior members of the staff have in
the past been unable to surmount
the obstacles that barred their way
toward economy and greater effi-

“He

ciency. They were prevented from
the collection of additional incomes
assessment which should total near-
ly $40,000, T have been given to un-
derstand upon good authority. That
is two-thirds of a mill alone.”
Attributed to Mr. Pocock was .lh(‘
following claim in connection with
the city auditor’'s department: "“He
had been informed upon highest
authority that the city auditor's oflice
will cost $3,000 more this year than
last. He also understood that the
auditor’s minor office staff had been
doubled, and that these are now paid
by the ecity. Last year the auditors
were paid a fixed sum, out of which
they paid such help as they desired.”
Menace to Community.

‘Touching definitely upon Mr. Ash-
plant’s appointment in 1922, he said:
“This system is nothing short of a
menace to the community. Steps
should be taken to forbid any elected
official of the city from seeking a
salaried civic position during his
term of office.”

“Mr. Ashplant was the best man
that we could get,” declares Ald.

1y, who was also a member of the
council responsible for his appoint-
ment. “Of course, we can fully under-
stand what prompts this criticism by
Mr. Pocock.”

Ald. Leonard Douglass is ano:her
member of last year’s council who
defends Mr. Ashplant’s appointment.

“I voted for him,” he said, “a:d 1
certainly would not have done so, If
I had thought for a moment that he
was not suited for the positioh or
that his appointment would be a
menace to the communi‘y, as has
deen stated. I am perfectly satisfied
with the new city auditor. He is raost
jsuitable for the duties.”

’ Frank Harley, member of the L. and
i 8. Commission, is inolined to be more
optimistic than Philip Pocock, as to the
1822 report as to the record of that cor-
roration. He belidves that no shortage
will be shown.

| “Of course I don't know what the
| precise figures are,” he stated today,
“but I feel confident that any shortage
n coal receipts will be covered by the
cimange in the Michigan Central freight
rates, and the cxcellent showing in the
other departments.”

While still of the opinion that the
1322 report of the L. and P. S. will re-
veal a small deficit, Philip Pocock sub-
mits that it will be trifling.

Shortage of $30,000.

anywhere from $50,000 to $£90.000, he
points out that this would actually rep-
resent a shortage of revenue to the
company of from $25,000 to $30,000—
profit that would otherwise Yave been
accrued.

He stresses his contention’ that it
chould not be assumed that this last
sum will be the net loss dyring the
vear; as he feels that the profits from
passenger revenue, the Port Stanley
Park and other sources will almost
cover this loss.

Ho refers also to tRe increased
freight rates now obtainable from the
M. C. R., pointing out that this has |
created a gain of several thousand
doliars. |
{ “Here is another point,” states Ald |
i Frank McKay. “Mr. Pocoeck has
| been championing the day labor sys-
{tem. Now he opposes seemingly the
zprlnoiple involved in the appointment
tof Mr. Ashplant. Well, it was a case
of reverting to day labor—t- king the
city’s audit from a contract firm. Still
he criticizes this mbve.”

FIND WOMAN FAMISHED

BESIDE FROZEN SISTER

Coroner Believes Victim Had
Been Dead Over a
Week.

Associated Press Despatol.
Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 23 —Neigh- |
D0rsS on entering a cottage at Dayton,
Ky., last night found Mrs. Maria L.
Mansfield, 47,

hzlpless, lying

£

balf famished ;nrul;
the |
rezen body of her dead sister. Mrs.
Margaret Lansam, 5.
were {ully clothed.
heat, no food, and
10UsE

Coroner W. H. Hughes said he be-
lieved Mrs. Lanham had been dead
for perhaps a week, and that-death
was due to pneumonia, brought on by
starvation and cold. Her sister, daily
srowing weaker from lack of food,
fad lain beside the dead woman for

in bed Dbeside

Both women
There was no
nc¢ water in the

lays, not knowing she had perished. }

She thought her sister was only
slseping, Mrs. Mansfield said last
night during lucid moments.

MAY PASS RESOLUTION
T0 CHECK FEDERATIONS

F. B. Edmunds Declares In-
efficient Teacher Gets Same
Salary as Best Instructor.

Canadian Press Des: )
Brockville, Feb. 23.--—("mtxlezlerim—
tion of teachers' federations in To-
ronto as “a. tremendous union, which
has the effect of demanding the same
-alary for an ineflicient teacher as
for the best instructor” was made
iast night by F. B. Edmunds, chair-
man of the Toronto Board of Edu-
cation, speaking to the local board,
in his capacity as vice-president of
*he Urban School Trustees' Assocla-
Lion.

He intimated that at the annual
meeting of the association, to be held
in Brantford next week, a resolu-
‘tlon would be introduced aimed at
checking the power of the federations.
Mr. Edmunds also stated that the
' Toronto board intended to extend its
physical examination of teachers to
those whose habits might be in ques-

LONDON PAPERS DROP

FIRE INSURANCE IDEA

Find It Too Costly Method
of Stimulating Circu-
lation.

Associated Press Despatch.

London, Feb. 23.—Newspaper in-
surance seems to have about run its
course in London. The Times was
one of the first of the London news-
papera to insure subscribers
against all kinds of possible acei- |
dents without charging a premium,
and now it is soing to be the first to
drop the free insurance scheme, No-
tices are being sent to the subscnib-
ers that the insurance benefits wlil
expire at the end of this month.

Probably the other papers that are
in the insurance business will follow
suit. Certainly they would all do so
if it were not for jealousy of one
another. Newspaper insurance admit. |
tedly has been a costly and undigni- |
fied method of stimulating circula-
ption.

One newspaper proprietor was
heard a few days ago declaring: *I
feel like saying what Joe Chamber-
lain said when his fiscal campaign

its

Although the records will show, hef
States, that the coal receipts dropped | other site, further down the river or

MINING INDUSTRY
15 NOT BATTLING
PAPER INDUSTRY

‘

Porcupine Residents Would

Correct Erroneous Impression
on Power Situation.

IS UP TO HOLLINGER

Wants Abitibi Paper ‘Company
To Open Dams on
Sunday.

Special to The Advertiser.

Cobalt, Ont, Feb. 23.—The govern-
ment’s statement in the legislature in
regard to the Porcupine power situation
is well understood in the north as being
a fair summary of the case. Hon. Beniah
Bowman, minister of lands and forests,
said that conditions, which Hollinger
had been asked to accept, were neces-
sary for safeguarding of other interests
on the Abitibi River, chiefly the Abitibi
Paper Company. Premier Drury pointed
out that the government was quite
ready to give a ledse, when Hollinger
would accept cenditions essential to the
general welfare of the north.

The next move would appear tc be
up to Hollinger,

What the northerners are afraid of is
that the rest of Ontario will get the
idea that the mining industry is pre-
pared to jeopardize the paper-making
industry, which, of course, is not min-
ing indystry’s idea at all. The Abitibi
Paper Company employs as many men
as the Porcupine camp, and the business
it brings the country is much appre-
ciated,

It is said that on Sunday the Abitibi
Paper Company lets only enougit water
through on an average to give the Hol-
linger proposed powerhouse 2,000 horse-
power. This would be fatal to the mine,
which plans tc use 16,006 horsepower
every day, Sundays included. Hollinger
wants the paper company to open its
dams on Sunday. The paper company
say that the fact that they keep the
dam closed Sunday’s the year round, is
plain evidence that to open them for
Hollinger would be fatal to one-sixth
of their employment.

The dispute is reminiscent of the
fights that used to take place in old
days on Southern Jntario rivers among
Grist mill owners. Only in this case
the interests at stake are enormously
larger, as the Abitibi Paper Company
uses more power than all the mines >t
Cobalt, Kirkland and Porcupine com-
bined. . .

How the differing interests are going
to be reconciled is not clear, but per-
haps if Hollinger were .to choose an-

elsewhere, where the flow would be
fairly constant, all the difficulties might
be overcome. Evervbody is anxious to
see Hollinger get all the power it needs,
but northerners deplore the fact that
the impression should go abroad that
the mining industry is fighting the paper
industry, when, as a matter of fac_i.
they have always worked, together in
the most amicahle fashion.

ALD. DRAKE IN FAVOR
OF MOTOR BUS VOTE

Says Fleet of Buses Would Be
Fine Weapon Against
Street Railway.

“Ald. Judd isn’t the whole coun-
cil,” declares Ald. Drake who is more
confident than ever that the people

was half way through: ‘I wfish I had
never touched the darned thing.’"

will be asked this year to vote upon
the proposed purchase of five or six
motor ‘buses.

“We have got to do something and
do it quick,” he warned, “if 'we are
to have a ‘show-down’ with the Lon-

{

‘DIBS AND DABS

—BY HARRY MOYER

SCIENTISTS ESTIMATE AVERAGE LIFE
OF OYSTER 710 BE |10 YEARS

RUMMY

TORONTO LECTURER.

SAYS BRAINY FOLKS
HAVE. HIGR
ARCHES

34 SECONDS

HEe SITTETH STILL ALL DAY AND COUNTS
TH® MINUTES AS THEY FLY C?)

FULL. SOON HE'LL MEBBE GET TH BOUNCE
AND THEN HE'LL WONDER /%y~ !

RHYMES

33 SECONDS

—Moer.

e e

WILL PUT YEAR AHEAD

ready Less Than Four Inches
Behind 1918.

is close! The track is dry. Can 1923
win? No! It isn't Joie Ray breaking
his own record on one of the fastest
indoor tracks of the continent,
is it  Charles Jewtraw
against time on the frozen waters of
Lily Lake, St. John, N. B.. It is the
Forest Tity, better known as London,
attempting to beat iae January-
February snowfall record, made in
1918.

While {he avarage

nor
racing

itizen is ex-

“l never saw.so much.snow
1909,” ae 1s blissfully unaware that a
close and very uncertain contest is
in progress—1918 against 1923; 1923
is the dark horse, and the winner
will not be known until February 28,
when the las? stroke of midnight tolls
over a quies city.

Local! weather recoris show that in
1918, 461 inches of snow fell during
the first month of the year, and in
February the amount dropped to 163
inches. But the grand total for the

two months, was 63 inches, which is

don Street Railway Company. We'll | consered very creditable, when the

have to stop monkeying around and

get busy. T think we have six alder-
men who will favor the project.

“We have to make the street rail-
way come to time, and we can't do a
thing, as we are at present. We
must have some weapon, and five or
six modern moetor buses will do the
trick. I am certainly going to fight
for this, and they will hear from me
in this respect when the council con-
siders the entire transportation situa-
tion within-a few days.”

Ald. Drake submits that the cost

tof a special election would not be too
| excessive.

He believes that the board
of education would grant frca use of
certain schools for pofing purposes,
and the only expense would be print-
ing of ballots and@ the employment of
poll clerks. It would not be necese
sary to use all the schools, he says.

C. N R CLERKS GET NOTICE
TO MOVE TO MONTREAL

Canadian Press Despatch,

Moncton, N. B, Feb. 23.—Notice
was posted in the audit office depart-
ment of the Canadian National Rajl-
ways here vesterday advising clerks
that the staff would be moved to
Montreal as soon as practicable after
May 1. This means that one hundred
and eighty employees will leave
Moncton for Montreal. One hundred
and ten of tiem are married and have
families.

|

popular opinion ig that the Canadian
winter is becoming less severe year
by year.

During January o® this year 403,
inches of snow fell, and in February
to date, the records show the amount
to be 183% inches. The total for two
months is 592 inches.

There are but five days tc go and
during that time, to equal the record
of 1918, 3% inches of snow must fall.

In the past twc daye the fall has|

been almost continuous, and i‘ this
keeps up with an occasional flurry
thrown in the remaining period there
is every likelihood that 1923 will
knock the 1918 record for a row of
pyramids.

WINNIPEG RAILWAY SHOWS
INCREASE IN NET EARNINGS

Cv.n'adian—i’re.ss Desparch.
Winnipeg, Web. 23.—Net -arnings
of the Winnipeg Electric Raillway
Company for 1922 show an increase
of $17,675 over the previous year. The
net earnings for last year totalled $1,-
528,834, as compsr @ with $1,511,259
in 1921
The net income for 1922 is shown
as $1,650,688, as against $1,677.666 in
1921. The company’s total interest
charges are given as $643,028.
The surplus earnings of the com-
pany since January, 1916, including

maintenance and depreciation,
amounted to $7,204,892.

On the home stretch, and the race |

claiming what a cold winter it is, and |
since |

ONE GOOD SNOWSTORM CLAIMS DIVINE INSPIRATION

}
i

iMrs. Stopes Refuses To Read Her Much Criticized Publication
, Before London Court-—Distinguished Surgeon

Testifies in Favor of Plaintff.

i

By HENRY SOMERVILLE.

Speclall Cable to The Advertiser,
Copyright.

23.—In the course of

I

{ London, Feb.
|

|

! brought by Marie Stopes, apostle ofé
Halliday |

i'birth = control. against Dr.

| Sutherland, in an éndeavor to prove

| that the books written by the plain- |
indiscriminate |
read |

Vtift not fit for
| ®ale, asked her if she would
| ecertain passages in  court.

{  Mrs. Stopes refused to
book aloud. She said

were

read her

! tude and with a thoughtful mind,
would be an outrage to read it in
| court, because of the spirit in which
1 it would be received there,

i Mrs. Stopes was severely cross-
examined as to her claim to be an
inspired prophet with a divine mis-
{ sion to the bishops of the Lambeth
| conference.

| wrote:

{ I spént the afternoon alone in the
cool shades of the old yew woods on

yesterday's hearing of the libel aetion |

the book was |
meant to be read as a whole in soli- |
it

In one of her books she |

the hills behind my home. While
| penetrated by that calm beauty there
| came suddenly and quite explicitly
i instructions. In the words which fol-

low I was told: ‘Say to my bishops
| what is found in these pages.” At
the conclusion of the message [ arose
and went home instantly, sent for
my secretary, and there and ;then,
| without going into the house, redic-
tated to him what had been dictated
to me.”

In cross-examination Mrs. Stepes
i said she was a Quakeress and be-
| lieved she was the channel for the
transmission of a message from the
Almighty.

She said her books had circulated
all over the world. One of her books
was suppressed in America. where an
{ unauthorized publisher had interpo-
lated words of his own.

Sir William Arbuthnot Lane, con-
sulting surgeon at Guy’s Hospital,
said he considered, when he met Mrs.
Stopes, he had come across a reaily
inteiligent philanthropist at last, He
thought the reading of such beoks
would do young women a Iot of good.

WNEARING DOWN TACTIS
* ADOPTED N THE RUA

Neither French -1 Germans Are
i Conducting Offensive in

Occupied Area.

Associated Press Despateh.
respondent of the Times
the coal war in the occupied area as
degenerating into trench warfare, in
which peither side can be properly
| said to be conducting the offensive.
| He said it is a auestion for beth of
| wearing-down tactics and that if the
initiative seems to lie with the ¥rench
the Germans realize the dangzsr of
/stagnation and lose no ¢pportunity
of devising counier measures te put
new heart intc their resistancc. It
must not be assumed, he adds. se-
cause they are weaponless ana the
French are supplied with strong
armaments, that the Germans are
aiming simply at a deadlock: the
economic offensive is attempted,
when possible, as much from the
German as from the French side.

There, hawever, is ne likelihood of
Germany changing her economic into
armed warfare, in the opinion of the
correspondent, because, obviously,
such transformation would only
weaken the German position, while
putting fresh weapons into the hands
;£ the French

London, Feb. 23.—The Cologne cor- !
describes |

EXPOUNDS GRIEVANCES
- OF WESTERN FARMERS

?George Lane Declares the High
Freight Rates and Labor

Real Trouble.

!
{
|

Canadian Press Despatch,
Montreal, 23.—The
;ers' Club of Montreal has received a
E('mmmmi(-:ttion from George Lane, of
Calgary, Alta., of the largest
ranchers in the west, in which

Feb, Western-

one
he
speaks of the grievances of the three
western provinces, “which it seems
t¢c me have been brought about by
financial difficulties, .high freight
rates, both by rail and by vater,
high-priced labor and also unskilled.”

“This terrible tariff which has been
placed against Canada by the Unitea
States ha® made a tremendous loss
for the ranchers and mixed farmers,
toe. As you are aware the farmers
have control of the Manitoba, govern-
ment and also of Saskatchewan and

| cheaper money and cheaper transpor.
tation by rail and water.”

KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES

e
-

By POP MOMAND

MUSTO MSGINIS, Au
G0TTA FIND 4
NEw DocTer. Do
YoUu kNow a
GooD onE ?

Ry

-

feqee”’
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to return to.

SuRe!

WHO'S

Siée
BELLA DONNAP

WELL —= MOREN
EIGHT DoCToRS
HAVE GIVEN

18 T
SERIcUS?

Hin UP!

ElIGhT EH?

WHATS T’
MATTER
WITH Him?

NONE
Burs

e

WHY HE JES'
WOULDNT Pay
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OF THEIR

House Decides in Favor of Probe After an All-Day Debate
cfore Crewded Galleries—Liberals Vote Solidly
For Probe of Act.

MEIGHEN AND KING TILT LIVELY SWORDS

Canadian Press Despatch.

Ottawa, Feb. 23.—Following 3n-
other long day of debate, the house
last night decided in favor of a special
committee to investigate the opera-
tion of the civil service act. The de-
cision came late and on the following
vote:

Bor e 108

Meminst ... . ... ... ... ¢

Majority for ......,. venanie 91

Liberals voted solidly for the com-
mittea; Conservatives solidly agalnst;
Progressives divided. Ten with two
Labor members voted for, and thirty-
seven, including the Progressive
leader, Robert Forke, voted against,

The, debate arose on a motion by
C. G. Power, Liberal member for
Quebec South, favoring repeal of the
entire civit service act, and carrying
with it abolition of the civil service
commission. Mr. Power’s motion was
discussed at considerable length on
Friday, and today J. J. Hughes, Lib-
eral, King’s, P. E. I, submitted an
amendent to sub. For repeal civil
service act, reference to a special
committee of the house. This amend-
ment the house carried on the vote
indicated, andg, subsequently, the
Power motion, as thereby amendea
was likewise adopted.
., Civil servants, attracted by the
topic, crowded the public gallery
more than they have been crowded
since the opening of the session.
There wera numerous lively pas-

sages. Mr. Meighen,
opposition, charged that the prime
minister either wanted to abolish the
civil service commission or to make
“a mere mummy of it.”
Premier Defines Position.

Premier King countered that Mr.
Meighen had misrepresented his
position. He asserted that the gov-
ernment was opposed to repecal of
the civil service act, was opposed to
abolition of tha civil service commis-
sion, but believed it to be in the pub-

Alberta, and they are clamoring for |

| should be
| committee.

- FOR BOOK ON BIRTH CONTROL

Total Fall Thix Winter Al-|

lic interest that the civil service
investigated by a special

Robert Forke, Progres-
sive leader, expressing a personal
view, doubted whether a committee
with a government majority would
not tend towards a return of patron-
age.

Debate continued for and against
at the evening ression. Gemeral Ross,
Conservative, Kingston, thought the
present. was not the time to in-
terfere with the civil servicea com-
mission. Hon. Charles Marcil, Lib-
eral, Bonaventure, supported the
commission, but felt that the house
should be given further light on tha
question.

Mr. Martel asked A. L. Lewis, Pro-
gressive, Swift Current, if he would
favor appointing judges by the civil
scrvice - commission: would he give
tha civil service commission *“com-
posed of an ex-town clerk, an ex-
docter and ex-lawyer, the right to
appoint men to the highest positions
in the Dominion.”

“l think the commissicn weould be
as capable in that as the present ad-
ministration,” responded Mr. Lewis.

Judges in their highest
capacity should not be appointed by
any government, he maintained. in
many instances they had been chosen

haps because they were
candidates in a previous clection.
Favors Committee.

Both H. A. Fortier, Liberal, Labele-
and, D. W. Warner, Progressive,
Strathcona, supported the mainten-
ance of the civil service commission,
but favored an investigating com-
mittee.

Hon. George P. Graham, munister
of defence, urging the necessity ot

a thousand employees had been re-
tired from his department in the last
fourteen months—nct because
were inefficient, but because of
ceding work.
departments wero advertising  for
clerks. New applicants had come in
from various parts of the country
and were appointed, while a thous-
and experienced and efficient clerks
were walking the strects of Ottawa.
Right Hon. Arthur Meighen, op-
position leader, admired the “in-

re-

he said, could not be read at all into
the speeech made on the subject by
the prime minister,

Mr. Meighen then took up the
premier’s speech of Friday last., and
declared that Mr. King had advocated
that a minister should possess
power to makq appointments,

“In certain cases, I said,” asserted
the premier.

“The premier did not say anything
about certain cases,” maintained Mr.
Meighen. “If the government wanted
the right to appoint clerks,” he pur-
sued, “what power did they propose
to leave the commission?”

“Why did the leader of the opposi-
tion not put the income tax depart-
ment under the civil service com-
mission when he was in power?”
asked Mr. King.

“Because they were intended to he

Meighen.

“Does the prime minister want to
put all officials in the same class ag
the income tax department?”

“No,” said the premijer,

“Then,” asked Mr. Meighen, “why
did he mention the income tax de-
partment?”

Mr. Meignen next quoted a state-
ment from Mr, King that it was not
in the inteiests of the public service
that the civil service commission
should have the power to make ap-

pointments.

“What about the $10.000 position

removed from the control of the civil |

| serviee commission at their own sug-
| gestion?” interposed the premier.

| extend that to include

“Does the prime minister want to
all
the

the civil
service?” opposition
leader.

“Not at all,” replied the premier.

“He says that he is opposed to the
principle”” pressed Mr. Meighen.

“lI said that there were a few
cases,” insisted Premijer King.

“lI see,” contlnued Mr. Meighen,
“that he is opposed to the practice
and I thought he was to the prin-
ciple.”

Meighen Presses Point.

“If the English Ilanguage could

¢ame back

state antagonism to the civil service

ssion raore strongly than Mr.
King -8 ed:t."‘&chﬂi ll:

leader of the |

Judicial |

for their political leanings, and per- |
defeated |

an investigation, observed that over!

they |

In the meantime, other |

genuity” of Mr. Graham's argument. !
But the reason given by Mr. Graham, |

the |

temporary at the time,” answered Mr., |

Meighen, “he was not capable of find-
ing that language. Either the prime
minister wished to abolish the ciyil
service commission or he wished to
rob it of all its power so that it would
be ‘a mere mummy.'”

Mr. Meighen asserted that the prime
minister’s language had shown con-
clusively that he was opposed to the
civil service act. It looked, he de-
clared, as though the present gov-
ernment wished the civil service com-
mission to limit their activities t~
writing their signatures below the
appointments made by the govern-
ment. What the government Bad in
mind, he said, was evidently to rever:
to the old conditions under the act of
1908.

The civil service commission, M.
Meighen went on, was not an ir-
responsible body. It was responsible
to parliament.

The debate on civil service reform,
growing out of the motion of C. G.
Power, Liberal member for Quebec
South, for the abolition of the civil
service commission, was yesumed in
the house this afternoon by J. 1.
Shaw, Independent member for Cal-
gary West.

The civil service act, sald M.
Shaw, was now going through its
testing time, as the British civil ser-
vice act had to do in its early years.
This was not surprising, as it was
necessary to root up a spoils system:
that had been in force for 50 years.
Patronage had ever been the main-
spring cof the political parties. It
was not to be expected that those
who had yiclded the power of patron-
age would stand idly by while it was
taken away. Patronage had causeu
a waste of public morey and of hu-
man efficilgnecy; it had corrupted the
public m&ls and debauched the
Both
were

people with§their own money.
Liberals and Conservatives
equally to blame.

Was Mandate of People.
The civil service act, added M1.
Shaw, was passed in 1918 as the re-
sult of a definite mandate from the

| people, and there had been no man-
date from the people since then ask-
ing for a return to the patronage
system. 'The only result of the dis-
cussion in the house would be to un-
dermine the confidence of the pub-
lic in the civil service commission.

Referring to the statements credi:-
ed to Principal Grant and Dr. Roclit
of the civil service commission, M.
Shaw balieved that both of these
gentlemen had a grievance agains!
newspapers. The premier, howevc:,
was not on solid ground in his at-
| tack ¢n Dr. Grant. The civil serviue
| reform league was a commendabi.
| ideal. Such a league had done great
{work in the United States.
| The percentage cost of the civ!
| service commission to the total stai:
{in  government departments, M:
Shaw went on, was lower in Canada
ithan in any country in the world. I-¢
| quoted from the report of the coir.-
i mission for the year ending Mare'
31, 1921, to. show that the commis-
| sion had made a savine of $20,000
per year in permanent employees.
and $18,000 in temporary omployccs
|in one department.
After survey of the
' offices the staff therc
"duced by 25 persons.
+also had boen
printing bureau.

Mr. Shaw did
thcre might net be scme minor ye-
| forms capable of being made, bu:
thought it was wrong to deprecat.
the whole work of the commissior.
Among the banefits from the con.-
| migsion’s operations, he said, the:
| were: Guarantees that characte:.
physical and mental fitness woul:
secure employment, without regaio
| to political beliefs; the opening .
possibilities of employment on t!:
merit basis, and the standardizatio:
of work and salaries; the promotic :
i of greater efficiency.

Favors Return of Law.

J. M. Archambault cited the ap
pointment of an officer to signal tl o
transatlantic liners in the St. Law
rence. Mr. Archambault recommenc
ed a man who had assisted the pre
{ vious holder of the position, but the
chief Conservative organizer for that
{town had been appointed. ;

“I would have as much chance of
re-election in that town,” commented
Mr. Archambault, “as a snowball i,
i the place where the member for Wes:

commission’s
had been re
Great thing -
accomplished in the

not suggest th:

| Toronto (Mr. Hocken) would like t.
isee the Knights of Columbus.”
! (Laughter.)
. Mr. Hocken: “Where my hono:-
lable friend would like to ses the
| member for West Toronto?”
Mr. Archambauit: “No! No!”

| It amused him, added Mr. Archam-
{ bault, to see Conservatives raise
i their hands in holy horror ove:
| patronage, when after 1911 everyone
Iwhu was a Liberal was removed
i from office. On Chambly Canal

there wus one position that ecarried

a house with it. The occupant c¢f

the office at the time was ill, but

he was dismissed, and had to be car-
lried out of the house on a stretcher.
|  Mr. Archambault favored a reture
{to the law of 1908, on account cf
ieconomy. Under the old system in
11908 the civil service commission had
| nine employees, and had cost $17,-
iSSl, while in 1922 it had 266 em-
| ployees, and cost $297,999.
| J. J. Hughes, Liberal, Kings, P. 11
|1, moved to amend the Power reso-
| lution by striking out the word “re-
iyu:al" and making it read: *“To ap-
| point a special committee for the
y purpose of inquiring into the opera -
[ tion” of the civil service act.
s Dr. R. K. Anderson, Conservative.
| Hzlton, said that the civil serviec
jact amendments of 1918 had been in-
| troduced as implementing the pledge
| of the Union government. He would
inot like to see those amendments
{ changed.
! King Favors Act. i
! The governn¥nt would find, Di..
{ Anderson went on, that interferin-
with the civil sarvice commission |
would be regarded by the public as
exceedingly reactionary. From the.
remarks of the prime minister when |
addressed the house on Feb. 16, Du
Anderson said, it was apparent that
the prime minister favored goind
back to the act of 1908, 4

The prime minister denied this.
explained that he was entirely
favor of the civil service act and
the commission, but he felt that §
act as it stood was not workable.
needed amendiment, and the
about it was to app
to consider the n




