M;ai still ipn the child whe had jain
ol Ber breast twenty years before.

“Can’t you tell me, dearie? - What
has happened (o mu'm
you?”! m m M T ¢all
the doctor, Biss Sidney, or—— ¢

“No, neo; no,” me in
sudden passiongte alarm-“do not call
any one!” Thepe is nothing=~ What
do you meam, Bessie? 1 wes ouly a
little tired, and I Iud bad drm-—
ves, T had bad dreams—oh, such ter-
rible dreams!” ; % b

“But’ the dreams are over: 101, ny 5
dear,” Bessle said, 'ténderly;
need not itrouble you to-&ty Look
how brightly the sun is shining for
you, lm! Sidney; and, if it is trupe
that ‘bappy is the bride the sun shines
on’ surefy your wedded Tife will be‘
happy, my dear!” ;

“Happy!” Sidney ejacuhtted ifth a
sudden passionate hitterness. “1s Bpy :
one hapy in this world. I wonder? -Did
you ever know any ene who wu happy
Bessie?”

“I think you ought tn Pe, nlise Sll-
pey,” said Bessie, stoutly. . ' J

“F? Geod Heaven—1 happyt”  the
girl cried out, bitterly, ledving ler:seat |
gnd pacing up and down ~with hur-
ried, uneven steps, her long blue drap-
eries. failing around her, her hair
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guid to a st'range Adegree, and she was
so silent that the power of gspeech
might have been deemed to have vlc}t

her.
Bessie moved about the room mech-

. ===
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CHAPTER XIJIL

Sidney’s wedding-day &me in “the
time They were all in bloom
in the old-fashioned garden the
rear of the Gray Houses, scenting the
sweet summer air with their frag-

rance, brightening it with their fresh

of roses.”
at

loveliness and exguisite coloring, their
soft hues of pink and dgmask and yel3
low Never had
there been a greater profusion of ros-
they bloomed every-
where—in the cottage gardens, in the
little latticed windows, in the rosary
at Lambswold, over the. pointed por-
in the hedges, and an the hill-
tops; everywhere the.roses’bloomed, |
save on the face of the ):ounibride-
elect when Bessie came in to call her
on her wedding morning and found
her lying back upon her bed, .White and
cold and insensible in a deadly swoon.

Bessie's first impulse was tp sum-
and she had faken a
few steps in the direction of the bell,

and spotless white,

es, people said;

ches,

mon assistance,

when she paused, and, turning away
again, went back slowly to the little
white bed, and looked down at the mo-
tionless form lying there. Sidney had
not been to bed; that was evident, for
she still wore the pretty pale blue
dressing-gown which Bessie had glvexi
her on the night before, when she had
left her, at Sidney’s wish, to go. and
Dolly,
night at the Gray House, and who was
unused to dispense with the services of

assist who was spending the

a maid. Her hair was falling around
her, lying in long golden-brown waves
upon the pillows, and the ivory-backed
yrush with which she had been brush-
Ing it lay where it had fallen from the
nerveless hand.

Bessie glanced round the room an-
xiously, but there were no other signs
af "distutbdnce, the' pretty dressing-
‘gble, with its ornaments and knick-
knacks, and the candles burnt down
into their sockets, were as usual. The

MRS B.H.HART.
SICK FOR YEARS

. Wants Women to Know How She
Was Made Well by Lydia E. Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound

" Cornwall, Ont, —*'I am now giving
ur medicine a fair trial and it surely

_better now.

| restoration, she was obliged to lift

charming old-fashiorned room was in
its:usunal order; hut one of the win-
dows was partly open, and the curtain
pushed. back, as if by a hasty hand,
which had not time to use it other

than roughly.

Going -back-t3 the bedside, the old
w»ma.l“JM t‘he mu s head upon her
arm; and moved he'r dnto a less con- |
strained ‘position on the bed. As she
did so, she beeame aware that the
swoon was less a sv’voon now than the“
heavy styper and faintness succeeding‘
a long insengibility, for a shiver shook
the girl's frame as she stirred her,
and ' the heavy eyelids qmveref‘. an'.!
Thalf ralsed themselves from the lan-
guid eyes, only to fall again the next
moment once more, while the hand
Bessie fduched was cold a8 ‘marble,
and, when she released it again, it fell
back upon the bed as heavily and stif-
fly as marble itself might have falllen._f

More alarmed now, Bessie hurriedly
brought water, and, lifting her
tress’ head, held it to her lips, and
then bathed her face and brow with
it. Something withheld her from sum-
moning assistance; she would not do

mis- |

80 unless she were obliged; she did
not wish to give the busy tongues of
the household and of Mrs. Arnold food |
for comment; whatéver was the cause
of Sidney’s swoon, it was nothing they
need know, she felt sure; and ghe re-
doubled her terrified efforts in her an-
xiety to do without the help she would
otherwise so quickly have obtained. '

At last a glimmer of consciousness

crept into the marble face lying on
Bessie’'s arm; the heavy lids
slowly raised, and Sidney’'s great darkl
eyes opened, and stared up with a‘
strange ﬁxed vacancy of regard at the‘
tender, anxious face bending over her. '

“You  are better, dearie?’ the old,

were ?

woman said, gently smoothing away’
the hair from the girl's white brow,
and thinking sorrowfully how Hke the
fair face was to the face of Sidney’s
mother, as it 1a¥ among the soft-white
satin and flowers which lined her cof-
fin. i

“Better?” Sidney pale lips muttered,
inquiringly, almost as if Bessie had
spoken in some unknown tongue. “Bet-
ter?” {

“Yes; you have béen ill, dearie,”
Bessie said, soothingly; “but you are'
F will fetch . you some
tea. Are you well enough to be 19“?"1

Again the strange, puzzled look of
inquiry crossed the girl's pale face;
them, ‘seeniing to understand the quess’
tion, she faintly muttered an afirma-
tive, and umk back agalo upon her;
pillew, turnlnx trom the llght as if it
hurt her,

When Bessie returned with the cup
of strong hot tea she deemed the best

and support Sidney while she dnnk

 {it; and it required all her strength |
- 1to agsist her into an erm-chair, think-|
.| 1ng that the chatige of posture would!
{revive her more effectually. But;}
{ though ﬁu terrible w ook h‘g

{ of one enfeebled by
! “what day is this?”

~forgotten what' day this is?

anically, setting about her duties in
some dis;uay and distress. What ter-
rible thing had happened? she won-
dered. That Sidney’s prosirate condi-
tion was not due solely to bedily ilj-
ness she felt sure; and what had caus-
ed it? There had bean no quarrel, she
knew. Stephen had speant the previous
evening at the Gray Heuse, and that
morning a mounted groom had ridden
from Lambsweld with a parcel
and a note, which parcet

over
for Sidney
and nofe-lay upon a table where Bes-

| sie had-deposited them in her alarm on

enteving the roem. What had happen-
ed?

With her head drooping ferward on
her breast, Sidney watched her as she

moved about the room, active and

" noiseless in ‘her .movements, tall and

erect tn the uandsomc black silk dress

Al mﬁ.‘th .beribboned cap she had

donned 4n Tosot of her darling’s wed-
ding-day—an attire which perhaps
‘seryed to reggind the girl of what she
seemed to have forgotten; for, as she
she started a little.

she said abruptly, but in

noticed it,
“Bessie,”

!.a voice whase accents were like those

long suffering,

Bessie turned briskly, trying to dise
gu‘ise her anxiety under an affectation
of g;'eat cheerfulness.

“What day is this?” repeated Sidney.

““Why, Miﬁs Sidney, dear, where have

{ yourithoughts wandered to? Have you

Surely
not! - -No girl ever forgets on awaken-
ing that it is her wedding day.”

“Her wedding day?’ achoed Sidney,
fn the same hushed voice; and the
slender, drooping frame began to‘,

| tremble so piteously that Bessie ran

to her and caught her in her arms.

“What has happened, myA dearie?”
she asked, tenderly. “What has fright-
ened you? Tell your old nurse, my
dearie—tell Besgie.”

The tender voice and touch moved
Sidney as nothing else could have
moved her; she clung to the old wom-
an with her little feeble hands, and
said faintly: : ' '

“Bessie, Bessie!"—aixd again,
“Bessie, Bessie!”

in. a

few moments,

Your favorite desserts
will/ acquire a delicious
new flavor if made with
Purity. It is economi.

tumbling about over her - shoulders.
“I wonder §f ever & woman on her

wedding day felt as I feel? If 8o, Hefly-
en help her!”

“You must not be ungrateful, Miss
reproachfully.™
“No young ‘lady ever had 2 brighter
If my
dear mistresg had lYived to _sée this
she would have said so, I am

Sidney,” said Bessie,
future jn store than you'have.

day,
sure.”

“My mother!” returned the young

girl, with the same, pnsslomte pain

and bitterness.
Bessie;
how bitter life can pe!”

She threw herself upon her knees by
the bed, her head on her outstretched
grms.

the hour.

“Your bath 16" veady,” Miss Siiney,”
she ‘suggested, quietly. “1¢ 18 getting
late, and you must have some break-
fast before you dress.

Sidney raised her head, wearily,

“Help me up,” she said, faintly; and
indeed she had need of the assistance,
for she could hardly stand.

But the cold water revived her, and
she was able to submit to Bessie's
operations. and to taste. the dainty
breakfast she brought to her. She was
calmer now, but still pale as death,
and her moveménts wore wedk and
Ianguid.

(To be contigued.)

A Gold Cure for China

Chiga’s spree” of révolution,” bandi-
try, rioting and disorder is'to be end-
ed, it seems, by the gold treatmant,
and the gold is to be found by raising
China’s tariff wall a little highey, if
the plans favered by thé Government
at Washington work out. succesafully.
Whatever others may think abouf it,
the American press believe the plan
a aood one. The acceptance by the
United States, Great Britain, and Jap-
an of China's invitation -to. a cusioms
conference at Peking next month are
indication to the Norfolk Virginian-
Pilot and other representative newg-
papers .that “the Chinese oitlook-has
become noticeably brighter,” -.Trus,
we are reminded Ly.the  Povidence
Journal, “It has taken three.and a. Lalf
years for' the United States, Belginm,
Great Britain, France, Italy, Japap,
the Netherlands and Portugal to rati-
fy the treaty signed at. Washingtou.”
But, points qut the New York Times,
“the day has arrived when the treaty
Powers can proceed with whatevar
joint activity they deem necessary. in
order to help China out.of her preseat
troubles.” Practical reliet—this pe-
per helieves, {‘must be.by. way . of a
tariy somference.”

“The mafn. purpose of the Octqbar
conference,” explains the Pmmmpm.
Public. Ledger, “i§ to_get for the Pc.
king Govérnment tariff h@rm suf-
ficient to effect its nuum rehoabi-
ltation. This would go far towsrd
pufting an end to the governmental

confusion that has wmu,,.u Cniaa |

tor more than a

1 mtmmir 3

" “Ah, ghe was happy,
she died before she Icarmed

For some minutes Bessie left
her undisturbed, but the clock strik-
ing nine warned her of the latepess of
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tes.” The representatives of this Gov-
ernment will be John Van A. MacMur-
ray, America’s new Minister to China,
and Silas Strawn, Chicago attorney
and tariff expert.

“If a beginning is to be made to
stabilize China, it must start with a
revision of the customs duties,” declar-

es the San Francisco Chronicle, and |

we read on in The World:

“Tariff revision-is urgent, for upon
it depends the vigor of the central
Government. Since 1842 China has
been restricted to a 5 per cent. tariil.
The schedule has several times been
révised; the rate, never. Since these
customs receipts have been mortgaged
for indemnities and loans, the admin-
istration is in foreign hands. Cuina,
in Drief, lacks . even the shadow of

fiscal independence;. and one reason

why the Peking GQovernment is impot- |

ent is its financial starvation. A high-
er tariff will sirengthen the ceniral
authorities, help liguidate the debt
and . benefit certain industries. Hand
in hand with it should go abolition of
the li-kin, or provincial imposts. These
hinder all trade and give the military
governors the chief revemnues with
which they defy Peking and the forces
of law and order.

“If there were no .other feason for

i
co-operative Western action it would ,

lie in the unabated chaos of Chinese
| affairs. The authority of the central
' Government has been almost destroy-
ed, and military Goverpors rule the
Provinces to suit themselves. The Pe-
king treasury is notoriously bankrupt.
Enterprise throughout much of China
is stifled, and capital has drained to
the treaty ports as the only safe place
of -inyestment.
been neglected, with the result of dan-
gerous floods; the weak rail system,
only some 6,000 miles, is debt-burden-
ed and detriorating.
filed whole provnces .with a .terror-
ism like that of the medieval gondot-
tleri. The opium _evil thrives un-

{ checked.”

“China is tired of sympathy,”
serts the Louisville Post.
wants is to be let alone to cenduct |

her own affairs.” Already, we read

[in Washington dispatches, -China is |

making a beginning. She. has.  just
created a commission for the-eonsid-
eration of the financial reorganization

of the country. Chiet‘mong its pxg-  as well ag anything to provoke dis- 'the right of trial in mixed courts

blems will be the baldhcing ‘of “the
budget and the reorganization of nat-
ional and local tnxntlon

{The United States has_cleared the keep it,'and especially is it impossible | of Thina are practically ruled hy f

way through diplomatip pp.qm;e]g ‘for

ZOU are sure of the
latest in style, pattern
and cloth when. you ask

' for an F.uwm. :

’ i the increased customs.
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“What she i

the Peking customs conférence,” ob-
:serves the New York Evening Post,
“but the path to success v\vill require
rough hewing.” “Already the reluct-
ant Powers are looking about for
‘monkey-wrench to throw into the
fmachinery,” assets the St. Louie Sta
!For example, China owes Japan some
[ $164,000,000, and Japan, says a Tokyo
‘dispatch, “will insist at the confer-

Joan.” * “If Japan persists in this
§course, there is small prospect that .
the conference will succeed,” thinks |
The World. Furthermore, we are told,
{ Japan’s demand will also breed con- |
i troversy at the meeting by raising the
;que’stlon of the payment of "loans
| made by’ British, American, and other
‘interests, - Still another obstacle is
'seen by The Star, which says, in au
| editorial headed, “Japan’s Sincerity
i Questioned” '
“Japan wants the Peking QGovern-
ment to guarantee that there shall he
no more hoycotts against her goods.
An impossible demand—but it serves

cussion’ while something more tangi- |
ble can be worked up. No Govern-
ment can make such a guarantee and

for Péking to enter into such an un-

derfaking ‘sincerely.  Japan kncws
thls quite well.
| alternative demand—that China pay
'Her debts immediately from the in-
l, creased revenues she is to derive fron

“This proposal is as ridiculous as

~the first. Peking is asking the in-

i creased revenue in order that she moy !

i spread her authority. If paid over to
Japan immediately upon its receint
{ this plan will be balked--as Japan
lvory well knows.”

‘A discussion of foreign- debt pro-
blems would be most unfortunate,
) agreea the New York Journal of Com-
{ merce, which belfeves that "1( the
.October conference is to be used mere-
!1y as an agent for extracting mopey
from a feeble Government, then it had
much better not convene at all.”” “If
success is to mark the coming “négo-
tiations,” agrees the Plulndelphh Pab-

-lic Ledger; “they mnst be confiried to"
" thé ‘matter 8t Hand—tarif reviston’

' The rehabilitation of the Chind§& GV
! ernment must be gradual and revision '

3 'of the tariff schedule is but a‘Sizble

S e

‘“The big fight .t the oontermcn "

. puﬂm the Wlmwn New:. “hwill

t}&:\!w.

'muno;'t&o

L

: far-flung

ence on the promdt payment of this |

Therefore, she has an f

F i
Boet

,13 going to claim .that it must be
! lowed to make its own tariff schedu
and that the Powers must keep thd
| hands off. Xf this claim is stept
with iron heel. there is a chance
ian explosion that may spread along

powder-line into E
I‘Asia and America, touching capital
|fagm Tokyo westward tc Mosco
| Berlin, ‘Paris and Washington
“China owes money to many o0
.these Powers. That is why they hi
controlled - the™ collection and i
{ bursement of the Chinese customs™
venue ever since 1858, and that igWh
the majority .of them-do not wani i
give up ‘that control now.

“Great Britain, Japan and othe
Powers are afraid of admitting of
| ficially that China is right ahout far
iff autonomy, for they sce a train o
power running direct from it towan
|2 pile of explosives known in
j matic language as extraterritor
| In plainer words, that means the rizh
j for foreigners not to be subject to e
{laws and courts of China, but to hav

fahity

of
by their own consular representatives

“Then the powder-train runs to cor
citied

j cessions under vwhich forty-nire
for-
eigners while-Chinese pay the bulk of
ithe taxes and -have no represent L
“Next in the danger-zone would b
sphercs of influence, where particulsf
natlor_ls have special rights of trading
These nations ‘are jealous of eadl
| other, #hd suspleious, too, despite thelr
assocfation under ‘ the Nine-Power
’I‘rcaty.

“The “Powetrs want to
against an explé&ion to protect them
selves,  But if they overdo the DI
tection: business, China may expiole
from spontineous combusion. In 1hat
event, the fat of the Powers would D

safeguard

11u the fire.

“New national groupings might r¢
sult” from such an outbreak. Th
much-dreaded and long-predicted cot
flict between East and West might Do
precipitated, In_order to avoid that
and other possibilities of renewed war
fare, that woiuld not be confined in It
effects twthe Tast, and that would b
jcostly in tradv and in human life, somé
metliod Hiast.be found that will te
acceptable to China and fair to WY
‘worll at large. - It is as vitally intel’
esting. 10! Aunartoans as it

{3 to Chind
| that the October conference be xu‘d“d
_wisely in-reaching its conclusions.”
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