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people in the weet of Ireland, who never
did anything else but praduce food for them-
selves. Looking to snme fac's with regar
to the deficiency existing in Ireland, he
founi that in the three years of 1846-7,
and 8, there had been imported into Ircland
of foreign grain 4,430,370 quarters; of
British, €,055,000 quarters; at t'e same
time of foreign flour, 1,434,000 cwt.; British,
2,680,000 cwt.; in three years, mind, and
in an sgricultural country, with, perhaps,
more people existing on the culture of the
snil thao in any other country in the world.
There can be no doubt whatever that any
other country in the warld, There can be
no doubt whatever that any amount of duty
you may pll"" npon corn coming into this
country would not in any way ecrve to ad-
vance the condition of the farmers and
land wners,  The grestion has been asked
in_political cireles. “ It there should he a
diesoiution of pa liament, if there he a
majority. what can the ministry do? Yon
would not ask a ministry 1o legislite agrinst
s pachiamentary majority 77 They did n
ask anything of the Kind, but they a<ked
a guest on or two with regard to the poliey
they would'ado t.  Unpleasant quest ors
would ba asked in many quarters—indeel,
many of them we'e driven to on'mony of a
democratic nature from the extrewme diffi
culty exoerienced in r pealing the Corr=
|I\vi. Uu]ill‘a-fml questions wonld arice
about the dis'ribution of tha representation
and the constitution of the Houre of Lords,
Happose men began to a-k themselvee ques-
tions hke this, for instance—* There are
400 gentlemen callel peers—men who,
generally eneaking, are not born in cirem-
stances calenlated to give them greater
wisdoin than other ‘men. Why shonld
these 400 pecrs mit there without being re
sponsihle to ury one?” (cheering.)  Now

bear in wmind he was not putting the ques- |

tion at all. Ile w.s morely throwing out
the bhait to cortam pones to whom such
questions  will  present themeselves very
forcilily. Could they have the present
rcandalous expenditure if the lHlonse of

Commons repr-sente ] the voiree of the peo |

ple? They #av wa have a preat debt of
which the interest has annoally to be pu', |
und therefore not mach can be done to re-
move 1t; but if we have a great debty it s
only the greater reason why we should be-
come careful of our means. It is only
anather reason why we shonld be almost

parsimonious in our exnenditure, so as not | ment, buteertain itis, that on Sarurday last, they

to increase 1t (hear, henr).  Onr exnorts
don't exceel £55,000,000 or £51,000 000
sterling.  Our taxes come to an equal sum,
He said it was not to be believed that sach
an expend.ture was necessary for a just and
wise government of this nation (cheers ) -
If they bad a parliament fairly elected,
should they have those officisl jobs which
are being daily perpetrated, and which ex-
cito our diegnst. Had they read the letter
written hy Sir Charlea Napicr, in which he
states that, since 1821, parliament had
voted £157,000,000 s'erling for the navy
estimates?  And during all this tiine these
shipa have, as they had head before, been
appointed to the Mediterranean, and the
‘Tagus, and everywhera that was pleasant
(cheers and langhter).  Bat, somehow or
other, during that time, £157,000,000, had
been expended, during a period of alinost

rofound peace. They had beard of the
Vonds and Forests (hear, hear). T.h"
department had already been epiken of by
Mr. Gibson, but he forgot the best thing in
the report.  Looking over the \Wonds and
Foresta’ estates that morning, his eve had
restad upon one called the forest of Saleey,
in Northamptonshire. It consisted of 1250
acres, and the 1angership of this was piven
to some fortunate individual who filled the

eituation of attorney’s clerk in the city of

London.  Ho went down to survey it, and
finding it a gool thing he appropriated the
forest to himeelf, and years before it was
discovered by the co..missioners he had
actunlly cut it all down, eold it, and pocket.
ed the moncy (langhter and apnlanee), —
L.ord Carlisle presided over the Woods and
Foreets - hefore him Lord Lincoln was at
the head of that department, [e was not
sure under whose government this particu-
lar act of plunder was committed, but these
noble lords received salaries of from £3000
to £4000 a yecar for performing the duties
of the office. llae anybody performed
them ? Hae not the property of the Woods
and Forests been slipring away year by
year, without any one payinzr the slightest
attention to it These noble lords are
often placed in office more for ornament
thon use (langhter ) and he believed that it
wo had the parliament thoronghly to repre
eent the nation, we should not have nohle
lords in office who had not the hahit of busi-
ness and capacity to conduct the nffairs
intrusted to them (applanse). Now. if we
had a real parliament our Colonial Office
would not be o irresponaible to parliament,
and that insurrection in Cgnada would not
have taken place some years ago, and the
difficulties there now demanding ruch eern
ous consideration might have been ar oided
by adifferent eystem of gavernment (hesr)
They wonld not have had the atiocities
committed in Ceylon wihieh had disgraced
government and eovered with thame the
nameé of Lord Torrington—the difficalties
in which they were now plieed with the
Capo would have been avoided (hear). It
had been well remarked that the people of
the Cape did nit require our assistance to
fight their own Lattles, nor our protection,
for by a course of passive rexistance they
had entirely defeated the attempt of the
‘nvvrnmrni ta introduece conviets into the
colony. Lord Grey had been obhged 1o
order them away again; and did they think
that iff we had a government representing
the peop'o weshould have hat Rajah Brooke
on the coast of Borneo, slanghtering 1500
or 2000 unresisting persons,  whom he
choee to call pirates, but of whose piratical
tendencies we had no evidence?  Andaf we
had an English House of Confmons, did they
think we should have had an Indian empire
extended over one kinglom after another,
eanstantly increasing in extent and dumn

1<hing in wealth and reronrces ! (cheers) —

Woulld they have heard 1t oljected year |

after vear that, whilst there were immense |
facilitics for raill ways and river navigation, |
to develope its resources, opening a matket

furth ¥ of thavestton they weres |
much needing to xtimunlate and supply the |
industry of this distriet, g0 Little had 'H‘hu‘
done ? (cheers,) The fact wax, the Honse

of Commons, as at present constituted, was |
only a great screea to the evils of theve |
great departments of goveroment, and his|

" wonld not require to &1t oin the .
:1’ nr:rl ! (‘“"'“" 2 “":m 1han one Ressin "nu- present disadvants res and consequent stag- | they can safely draw them hack again.
nnuse o . i "
to disenver that the house did not gepresent | nation of husiness. If a losn cannnt be obtained [ will cease to commit themselves be

the people, and did on all occasions sereen | we would even snhmit to double 1axation for a | laughing point st which they now stand, and

the misgdee's which were constantly being
Mrought to hght in the public service, Did
they think that if the Ionse of Commons
had fairly represented the people for the last
50 yeare the condition of Ireland would be
such as it pow is ?

disconnt, which gives rise to much grumbling
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the country that it was now a standing
condemnatios cf the government and con-
stitwion of this kingdom (hear). His
opinion wag, that the me had come \vhc_n
every man who valued the welfare of thie
country, or was i for the tent
ment of its people, or who cared that the
property and industry of the pation should
not he improperly taxed—tha' every man
who looked forward 20 or 30 years to a
greatly increased jopulation—he eaid that
every such man ought to look at the con-
«'itution of parliament, and see if there was
no spot whence arose so much of evil
and ro much hopelessness of good. lle
would have in this town, in every town,
in every county, associations formed up-
on this important principle, that the House
of Commons should, as our constitution
profeseed, represent the great bulk of the
vroperty and intelligence of the United
Kigdom (applanse). If they were to have
absolutism let them have it in ite naked and
unmistakable form. If they were to have
an  oligarchical government, let them
acknowledge it; but if they were to have a
popular govechment, a governmen' wherein
taxpavers have influence, and in which they
could bring the opinions to bear, well.  Let
thein have an open, fair, and popular repre-
genla'ive government, such ns the constitn-
tion wonld persnade them they already had,
(The hon. gentlemzn sat down amid loud
cheering.)

HURO N SIGNAL,

E THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1850,

| THE COUNTY COUNCIL.
We know not whether our Councillors had
| M . .

| got out of humor by being détained three or lourl
day waiting lor the District accounts, or an ab-
terract of them—or whether they had become new-

i
| fangled with the democratic 1endencies of the
[ new Municipal Act, or whether they had got

| infected with the popu'ar doctrines of Retrench-

| went at their work like men with their coats
off. and the salaries of the several Connty officers |
I'were fixed as follows, viz:, David Don, Eeq.,
| County Clerk £75 as formerly, but to tuke
| charge of the Assessment Rolls which is at least
| equivalent to the whole salary. George Brown,
| Esq., Treasurer, reduced from 200 12 120 ponnds.
| John Strachan, Esq., Solicitor, reduced from 40
iln 30 rounds, witha ennsiderable increase of
Joseph Kk,
in room of Mr. Smith, with a salary of 40 in-
[ stead of 100 pounds. Georoe Frazer, Erq , Au-
| ditor, salary reduced from 40 to 10 pounds. A.

| duties. Esq., Surveyor, chosen

liffe, salary 10 pounds. Here, then, isa saving
of at least 75 pounds in connection with :he
office of Clerk, 80 pounds from the Treasurer.
10 from the Solicitor. 60 from the Surveyor,
and 60 from the two Auditors—amounting in ell
We wonld,
therefore, conclude that the present Council is
linely to be very popular,

ling that these who serve the public should he

to an annual saving of 285 nounds !
We are always wil-
fairly remunerated for their services ; but, at the

same time, we have ever advocated economy
and retrenchment, and we feel ¢onvinced that

W. Otter, E«q., Auditor, in room of Mr. Wond- ' merits. The sum of six shillings and three pence

tures for perhaps ten years, and otill have the
six thousand pounds, principal, to pay afterwards.
In the one case it will be a perpetoal paying and
dragging slong, without meking any real pro-
gress—in the other, it will be an extra effort,
end an extra difficalty at first, but it will soon
be got ovér—and the new life and energy that
will necessarily spring up, on getting quit of the

and vnite cordially 18 1fié exertions of those who
are dieposed and determined fo ninko Canada a
great and @ presperous country, ro(by putting
her in the leading-stringe of brother Jonath

but by putting forth their own en|
prize in emolating Jonathen i
ment of their covntry’s resources,
Jooathan’s errors as beacons tp guard them

gies and en-
the develope-
od in teking

burthen, will soon create s perity and an
activity in business, that will amply satisfly and
compensate the people fer whatever limle in con-
venience they may suffer by an exira demand on
their pockets in the mean time. We are aware
that the Municipal Council does not possess the
power of imposing an extra A at pre-
sent; but, we write under the convietion thyt the
New Aseessment Bill of the Honorable Inspector
General, will be the first meaeure of the ap-
proaching Session of Parliament, and that, in all
probability, it will come into operation imme-
diately on being paseed.

We feel a little sorry that our Retrenchment
Councillors have exposed themselves 1o some
waggish remarks, on the following vote in refer-
ence to their wages.

On Monday it was moved by Mr. Henry;
seconded by Mr. Smith, that each Town Reeve
he allowed the sum of 12s 6d for each day’s sit-
ting in this Council. It was then moved in
amendment by Mr. Holmes, seconded by Mr.
Hodgins, that they be allowed the eum of 7e 6d
per day, on the votes being taken, there voted for

12s. 6d. 7». 6d.
Scott, Hays,
Helmer, Hodgins,
Smith, Annand,
Heary, Johnson,
Elder, Holmes,
Donkin, Ritchie—6.
Daly—7.

"It wae then moved by Mr Scott, and second-
ed by Mr. Dalv, in amendment to the original
motion of 121 64, that each Councillor do receive
the eum of 108 per day, on the votes being taken
there only voted for 12s 61, Messrs. Helmer,
Smith and Henry—3—the amendment of 10s
per day was then put and carried.

The wages of the late District Councillors
were limited, by statute, to six shillinge and
three pence per day, and it is certain that the
increase of three ehillirgs and nine pence is not
exnctly in harmony with the principles of re-
trenchment. Hence, as we have already ob-
served; there have been rome wagpish and ear-
eastic remarke ahont *“ charity begins ut home,”
and the universal prevalence of the No. 1, policy.
But we eanant unite in th irit of these re-
the act of the Coun
own

in ineteasing their is equally
jontifiable with their other acts —it is, in
fact, part of the eame policy, and thongh not
belonging to the retrenchiment depariment, is

wages

equally in harmeny with the great principles of
justice which reward everv man acenrding o his

per day to men who travel forty, fifty, or even
eixty miles from their owahomes, and remain in
taverns during the time they are receiving this
wages, and then return hor ~ without any allow-
ance for either their travelling time or expense,
is certainly very far from an rquitable remnnera-
tion for their services and tronhle, We expect
that, in future, the sittings of the County Coun-
cil will not eccopy more than perhape three days
each time. Many of the Counncillors must re-
qnire twa daye te come to Goderich, and twe
dayato retarn, which, together with the three
dava which we suppose them to he in gessinn,

many theorands of ponnds might be saveq to the
public, even in Canada, if every public officer
were to receive the full value of his services,
and no m:re At all events, we see no reason
why the United Counties of Hunron, Perth and
Bruce should pay fortv or fifty per cent higher

Any otlier Connty of the Provifee.' Hence, we
eandidly acknowledge that this commencement
of the County Council i pretty much in harme-
ny with onr own notione of proprietv and good
eonduct. Perhaps the prunning-knife has Leen
applied rather keenly to the srlari+s of the Trea-
aurer and the County Clerk. Theee are the two
principal County officers, and unless the duties
of thelr reepective offices are lighter than we ex-
pect, we think the Conncillors have dealt rather
hard with them.  81ill, the error ia in the right
direction, and we must give them credi: for good
intenlions at least, And we mssure them this
il their subsequent policy be in keeping with the
beginning. they will soon change the aspect off

onr lacal affairs, and merit a large share of pub-
lic approhation and confidence.

The New Municipsl Act is certainly the most

i’ihrrnl measure that hias been passed in any

colony—it gives the people the entire control of
their own lpeal affaire, and may be regarded as
the groundwork of a system of self-goyernment
and popular institutions.  But if the peoplé fail
to improve this privilege—if they neglect to do
their duty to themselves—il they cannot econo-
mire their meana and expend their local revenue
to better advantage, they might just as well have
remained under the same kind of Government
which was adininistered by Sir Peregrine Mait-
land.  The Municipal Act will then be of no
benefit

We understand that a1 attempt to obtain a
loan eqanl 10 the present debt of the Counties

will be made, and we trust it will be successful.
| The Debentures issued by the late District Coun-

:x-il may be good as security for the several

amou it for which they were gran el but they
| are not convertible—they are of no value as’a
| currency —they cannot be put inte circulation,
: and hierce, a large amount of business that would
| certainly be trancacted in the Counties remains

undons, simply becnuee the debeutures cannot be
{ ¢
| cashed  Brsides, many persons who hold these
| debentures are netnally in want of real valoe for

them, and ares compelled 1o sell them at a serions

fgr the eame services than thew’ wonld bring in | loat in tranencting 1he public business !  Thers

! will amaunt to seven days ahsence from home :
and tny which each one will henceforth receive

the sum of 1hirty shillings eurrency—equal to
ahont four shillings and threa penee half-penny
per dav for the time wihich they have actually

is certainly no great extravaganee here ! In
trath, even at the ten shillings per day, the me-
yority of the Councillors will be losers rather
than otherwice, and ae we have nn faith in wny
man serving the public for nothing, we are dis-
posed 1o regard this sct of increasing their own
wager, as an act of strict justice and propriety.

JOHN BUIL'S VERSION OF « PEACEA-
BLE ANNEXATION !

Ix annther colnmn will be found a Dispatch
from the Colonial Seeretary to Ilia Excellency
the Governor General, chiefly in reference to the
Annexation movement. [t is exactly what we
pexpected—and we think it must be highly grati-
Her British
Mhajesty does not threaten to ficht on the ques-

fving to/our annexatinn friends.
tion. She seems to sympathise largely with
the grievances which her disaffscted Canadian
euhjects are soffering from the Brivish yoke, and
is perfectly willing that they shall be relieved
from the bondage, even to the ntmost limit which
the peace of the country and the honor of her
She does not
wish that anv single *“ Peaceable Annexationint®
ehall either he compelled or permitted to hold
anv office of trast or emolument in this Provinee!

crown and dignity will allow !

Nay. ehe even reeme to hint a sort of willing-
aeres that they shall leave or otherwire be com-
We
think we can infer from the Message to the Gav-
ernor General, that the British Government has
no oljection that every man in Canada who is
displeased with the present form of Colonial Gov-
ernment, shall immediatcly annex himself to the
State of Michigan, or go farther westward and
join the Mormons in the walley of the Salt Lake
it he please ;

pelled to leave her Majesty’s dominions !

but if ke attempt to anmex her
Majesty's ‘colony to the United Siates, or en-
deavor to earry one acre of Canada over to Jona-
than's side of the hrook, he will at once be deem-
ed a traitor, and lis treasonable attempt will be
opposed by all-thie nuthority which her British
Majesty ean conveniently delegate to Lord Er-
aiv ! There is no ambiguity ia this Message—
no loop-hole 10 admit of a miseunderstanding. Tt

nal discontent, not at all.ealenlared to raise our
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most advantageoos terms.  The Debentures are
1

hearing six per cent interest, and if money to

withdraw them could legally be obtained at eight [ 8till,’* has come forth in its own dreal colors ! | and then rearing a bulwark of political feeling
\We thick the delusion has been broken in good | around him is certainly as despicable as the ap-

or even ten per cent, we believe it would be for

the 1atere-t and prosperity of the Counties to bor- | time, it will prevent the disloyal fools from

season, ratlier than he equeezing through the |t

perpetual dilficulties of debt, and we are persuad- | ignominy and -ruin whith; \evidently awaited
ed that th= p-ople would be great gainers by pay- | them. So s0on ws_the sonexationiste recover
ing double (2 x4 for one year, rather thaa pay the | from the shivering which this eold bath must
He would only say of interest on o135 thousand pounds worth of Deben. | occasion, we hope they will plack wp

is as plain as daylight, and suited to every ordi-
— : y ThHe NN ) Lo Phe
‘'t great sham" of peaceable nnnexation has eva-
porated, and the stern reality of * fight or be

| row even at this high rate, rather than lubor uader [ knocking their necks farther into the noose than | i® surely bad enough. X
They | 8¢t 10to a passion all at once. 'We will take
yond the | calm view of the métter next week. )

heir numerovs dupes will be ‘mved from the

e

Bell's Weckly Messénger, from which we have

oimilar misad o feel quite
satisfied that il every mién in Cgnada who is ca-
pable of thinking rationaily on ;Iilicll economy,
will jost cast his party prejudi¢es and bickerings
to the winde, and vnite in the determination to
make our country prosper, and to create a pa-
tional pride and a | * independ in

Communications.

BURN'S ANNIVERSARY.

A Meeting was held on'the
the 26th January, at Mr. Martin's Now
Hotel, in 8t. Mary's, commemorative of the
birth of Robt. Burns, the Ayrshire Poet.

Mr. Thomas Mclntosh in the Chair, and
Thomas Christie, Esq., Vice Chairman,—
About fifty Gentlemen sat down to a most
sumptuous dinner, prepared by our worthy
host, Mr. Martin, who has proved himself

favor of Canada, the slavish dream of annexation
will shortly assume its own ndiculovs appear-
ance.

At the.commencement of the annexation ma-
nia_we published our opinion, that the chief
obatacle between the people of Canada and pea-
ceable annexation was the British Army. The
Dispatch from the Home Government corrobo-
rates this truth ; but we have, neverthelesa, been
frequently reproached for offering the opinion,
even by men from whom better things might be
expected. We have wiitten much and spoken
more, during the last twenty years, against the
barbarous and demoralizing practice of war—and
when we warned the Annexationists to beware
of the British-bayonets, we have been told that
we should be the last man to adduce the war
argument ! This is a strange philosophy —we
think we should be among the very first to warn
our fellow creatures not to provoke the bayonet
argument. If we should write and reason in
order to prove that it would be desirable - that
there should be no wild beats in Canada, would
that be any argument why we should allow an
ignorant man to run into the embraces of a rave-
nous She Bear, without warning him of his
danger 7 Our notions of the atrocious wicked-
n=ss of war does not destroy th- fact that Britain
keeps a large standing army and a strong dispo-
sition to use it—and the very same feeling that
lends us to denounce war, induces us to publish
this fact for the benefit and guidance of the un-
wary.

PR

WHERE IS MAN !

Twe celebrated Pope seems to have supposed
that there is, in the nature of things, a kind of
moral necessity for the existence of the human
race, when he says—

‘“Then, in this scale of reasoning life 'tis plain
There must be, some-where, such a race as man. "’
in the pature of things, or otherwi se, erery body
believes that he does exist. Nay, everybody be-
lieves that he exists as the noblest'of all animals
—that he stanln gt the top of the scale an the
most perfect and most dignifird specimen of cre-
ative power and wisdom exhibited on the earth:
and hence he assumes the distinguished appella-
tive of *“ Lord of the creation !” Where then is
this noble—this dignified creatare? Are we to
recognize this chief race of earth’s animals in the
dozen individuals that sit upon the world’s
thrones? Can we look upon the mere handful |
nfcreatnres that are called the learned, the weal-
thy, and the great, and say ** here are the human
race 7" Or aball we bow -to the few who are
distinguished by idleness and dress, and acknow-
ledge them as the race ealled mankind # Al
these are bt a paltry few, and are. to a great
extent, artificial productinns. We must go to
the majority—to the millionse—and whether we |
find them ranging the primitive forests in lb-ir'
pninted skinsand fur garments, toiling in lhvdnrk[
and cirty mine—beameared with sweat and dnll;
in cultivating the field. or panting with heat lndf
Iabor ia the close workshop or the crowded fac-
tory, we must acknowledge that these are man-
kind—these are the human race.

The Lion, of the Menagerie in the Tower 6f’
Locdon, may be better fod and better lodged —
may Le lees savage and more gigantic, but-he is
aot more assimilated to the Lion which God|
made than his brother ihat roars in the Jesert, =
"Tis 80 with man—his dignity s not in wealth,

or luxnry, or dress. Fortune and art may change
his very form—mav give new attitades, create |
desires, and hang him round with dazzling tin-
selry : _hut he is not more man than the whipt
slave ! His nobleness is in his power of thought
—that principl that seeks to know, and learns
—that anxious, hoping. restless thing ealled soul.
which lives in kings and work-honse cantives as
if they had been born in the same family. Then,
wherefore despise poverty, or epeak of labour as
of something mean? Man is not the better nor |
the worse hecanse his coat is coarse or out of|
fashion.

Thailors and barbers may improve our
looks, or keep us more in harmony with ever-
changing public opinion, and gold may purchase
homage from a gaping crowd. But even that
same crowd, though bronzed and weather beaten,
moged and bare, and half broke down with toil,
and ignorant of manners and good grace, are still
a portion of creation’s lords—n part of mankind,
more like the man that God made, and more use-
fal than a crowd of kings. Know, then, that Man,
—the living likeness “of the king animal, |
is found in the field, in thewoods, and ia lhe\[
workshop. =

- -
THE ANNALS OF THE CORPORATION.
Wk regret that we had inadvertcatly been

this eubject.
that James Warsow, Esq., had personally made
the proposition at the ** eleventh hour,” of offer-
ing himse!f as Mayor. This, however, was not | i
the case—the affair on both sides, we under-| 1

positive falsehood and misrepresen.ativhi, we

feel called upon to make this correction. 5
S %

05" Tae communication of ** An On-Looker,” |

1

is.too long for.mncinsestion inonnp o e

'Y !
Besides it is too severe and too pessonal.

pointment of his son to the Clerkship, and that

Still we:do:nat wish, to :

P SaN VS

"0 A friend'dhes fa

— ——

vored’ us with a copy of | g

| less shaken off. Responsible Government
in Canada is like the Reform bill in England :

stop ; a catch-word for finality men, who
baving reached the top of the ladder tham-
selves, forgot the crowd which lifted them
i ! 5 above ite shoulders, and gavé to them a
% firm footing. The passage of the Reform

ledson ; the grant of Responsible Govern-
xtracted & Speech of Mr. Bright on Free trade, | ment to Canadians should teach them ' that
whiich we recommend to the special attention of

h an united and resolute communit,
*8* | our Cenadian P 1o

an eminent caterer to the public taste.~—
After an éloquent eulogium on the genius
and character of Burns, coupled with an
historical allusion to the poots of other
countriee, and the “lights of other days,”
amongst whom allusion was made par-
ticularly to Shakspear, Milton, Goldsmith,
Wm. Thom and Bereauyer of France, and
a comparison drawn between the latter and
Burns; both the Poets of the people, and
both admired with idolatrous affection by
their countrymen. The usual loyal toasts
were put from the chair and heartily re-
sponded to.

1st. The Queen—Song by T. Christie,
Esq., “ The Queen God bless her.”

2d. Prince Albert and the Royal family
—Song by Mr. Colerick, “The fine old
English Gentleman.”

3d. The Memory of Burns—Drunk in
solemn silence.

4th. The Governor General—Song by
the chair, *“ Scotd we han wi’ Wallace bled.”

5th. The Army and Navy—Song by Mr.
Clark, ‘“ Ye Mariners of England.”

6th. The Press—Responded to by J. K.
Clindenin, Esq., in & most eloquent address.

Tth. The Agricultoral, Commercial and
Manufacturing prosperity of Canada—Re-
sponded to by A. M. Germen, Esq.,—Song
by Mr. Rodger “The brave old Oak.”

8th.' The land we live in—Duet by
McDonald and Clark. Canadian boat song.

9th. The Ladies—Duet by McIntosh and
Clark, “ All Good Lasses.”

10th. England—Song by the chair, “Rule
Britania.”

11. Scotland—Song by Mr. Roderig,

with general enthusiasm, “ Here's a health
to fair Scotland, the land of the brave.”

12th, Ireland—Song by Thomas Christie,
Esq., “ The Irishman.”

After the usual toasts were disposed of,
several excel'ent volunteer toasts and songs
were given by Messrs. Colerick, Laniu, &c.
&e. A duet

was given with fine taste and feeling,

At “The weo short hour
twal,” the company broke up much plersed
with the proceedings of the evening.

From the Toronto Mirror.

TRACTS FOR THE TIMES.

BY ‘‘ REFORMATOR.”

No. I.

“ Liberal minds are open to conviction ;
liberal doctrines are capable of improve-
ment."—JuNivs,

The ambition of statesmen is as varying
as It is pressing ; it leads one to be satisfied
with the mere acquisition of power, another
to rush into the perversion of it, and still
another to convert it into the machinery for
carrying out measures beneficial to the
mase. Canada has suffered enough from
the two first classes, to turn ite eyes anx-
iovsly towards the expected rising of the
third. Ever since this Colony has been
under British rule, it has suffered from bro-
ken promises and abused confidences.—
Successive men have sought the popular
favor ; toyed with it when they have gain-
ed ii, and laughed.it to scorn when they
have made it sihservient to their selfish
purposes. Under iie iwo guises, Tory
and Radical, Conservative and Libersl, bold
plunderers have sueceeded in subeidiz'ng
the public chest for.the creation of privaic
fortunes, and effected-legal robberies whilst
whining of liberty and patriotism. The
dishonesty of some public men is one of the
necessary evils of representative govern-
ment ; and it 1s a consolatory thought, that
the further we fall back frcm this, the
more the rapacity of rulers increases : but,
in Canada, the fantastic mummery of party
nomenclature has been the golden ke
which has opencd the way to indiscriminate
robbery of the Treasury,and strengthened
the arm of the political imposer of Black
Mail. The country has been gulled, by the
cession of some reforms, into a belief that
it had gained all which could be accorded to
1t : and because the tyranny of one twenty
years was great, has been satisfied with the
stand-stll, tyranny-relieved condition of the
following ten. The rebellion of '47 awoke
men from an nncomfortable slumber : they
have ever since been rubbing their eyes,—
lost in wonder at their long sleep. = The
pocket-picking which annoyed them when

guilty of an error in our last week’s article on| 8leeping, is only the more cunningly car-
We-wers. ' wnder (ks impression | ried on, now that they are disturbed from

their drowsiness.
many
| ble Government within the last few years,

Whilst we have had

worde wasted about Responsi-

t is a somewhat disarreeable fact, forced
ipon us by circumstances, that we are lit-

stand, was done by proxy, and as we have II tle better for its adoption. We have cer-
strong desire to avoid, at all times, the guilt of| tainly got an ability long denied, but the
will to exert it appears paralyzed by the
daziling tineel of the gift.
themselves with the thought that they have
powerJo makg taws, bt are very welil con-

Men buoy

ent th. leg¥othe laws to look after them

| Belves,  The baby has-cried forthe toy and
“The| thrown it aside as speedily as obtained.—
conduct of Col. Moraax in offending the public,' There is someshing wrong in this supine-

ess, and a sore fatality in the lethargy, un-
slarting point, where free institutions
ill read to the people of England & valuable

of minde
he peo-

an irresistible moral power.

\

sning of

sung by Colerick and
M'Donald, “My native Highland home,”

"ayont the

its acquisition.
ing in the Spp
of political estrangement. This is a paltry
and unworthy fear. The great and guiding

o of England have- gallantly set fory,
fi the work of their their own ndomplio:“!
let not Canadiane lay behind in a simily
oltngﬁla.

A glance at the sctual 'condition of ¢},
'Province, will convince the observer (g
Responsible Gover t hae, as yo!, effue.
ted but little for the general welfare. Thy
Bench is #till the indirect creature of the
crown ; the Sheriff, the tool of the govern.
ment ; the Magistrate, the rewarded pan;.
zan, and the irresponeible Jadge : the frap.
chise,the result of bargain and sale,the fruity
of cheating, or of lucky labor ; the pol|
booth, a k to dependent tradesmen ;
the sham House of Lords, the minion of 5
Ministry ; extravagunce in public expend,.
ture, a crying shame ; over paid and neelesy
office=holders, the incubi of every country,
a IuEnlised class of gown-woaring robbers,
winked at, and unblushiogly uvpheld ; the
public domain wasted and drivolrod piece~
meal ; public works jobbed out to favorites ;
restrictive laws checking the monetary re-
gulations and dealinge of commerce ; the
Press feticred anl subjected to the maligni.
ty of every public peculator, held up by it
to scorn ; class religion paid for by every
man, whatever hie sect or creed ; and with
nothing standing to the credit of the system
other than a batch of bad laws, passed last
ion for the | t of lawyers, and a
Municipal and Road Act! \Vhat good has
Responsible Goveroment yet done, then !
Has it lightened taxation, diffused know.
ledge, extended liberty, equalised the remu-
nogation of talent, increased prosperity, in-
duced settlement of public lande, compelled
honesty in officials, or removed the danger
of a dominant priesthood 7 It has suppli-
ed the machinery for this, and more ; but
the peoplo have neglected to work it. The
error is not in Reponsible Government, but
the bungling and indolence of ite recipicnts.
It has not produced because it has not been
tested. Guod fruits are wanting, because
the plough, the harrow, and the sickle have
been left untouched. It supplied the in-
plements of industry, but the husbandmen
neglected to go forth to 'abor. Why was
thie? The answer is briefly told.  Loud
agitation preceded the procuration of Res-
ponsible Government ; it was lauded as the
road to pational fortune ; it was painted in
glowing colours by enthusiastic admirers ;
it was misunderstood by a people who con-
founded the means with the results, snd
looked for the effects in the cavee. When
the Imperial Government said “to your
own legislation,” the mass thought the
legislaticn done, and were well content to
rest from the labors which bad produced eo
much. Apathy followed energy, and the
politician laid down his axe when he had
nearly felled the tree ; he forgot that an ad-
terse wind might crush him beneath the
fallen trunk, and that the log would lie and
rot; unless ncwn and carved into useful
shape.- A Tory Administration, imbecils,
selfish, wavering, and onfit to govern,
through the treachery of a wily politician,
usurped the places of men who had well-
earned the corfidence of their eountry.—
Unfitness for office soon ran its course, and
a Reform Ministry supplanted a Tory oge.
Two Sessions have sinece been given to the
workers of Responsibility, by ite admirers.
The fruits of these are not to be despised ,
but they fall far short of the wishes of the
people. The one idea, Responsible Govern-
ment, has so long absorbed popular atten-
tion, that its proper products have been
forgotten. Iintend to devote a series of
Tracts vor Tk TiMge, toa consideration
of the measures which should pow attract
a share of notice, at the hands of those most
likely to be affected by their passage.

The leading want of Canada, tacitly ac-
knowledged by at least two.thirds of ite
inhabitants, is, seif-government. A real
difference of opinion existe only ae"to the
form in which it should be administered ;
the Tory being the only one acting the
dissentient in fofo, and he is scarcely wor-
thy of consideration. The Couservative
would create an aristocracy at the cost of
the commonalty, but give to the common-
altya  liberal appearance of self-manage-
ment ; the Whig would have an aristocracy
of birthand wealth, and accord to the people
a eel’~government similar (o that of Great
Britain ; the Radical would tolerate only
an aristocracy of ta'ent, and give that popu-
lar mode of Administration so eminently
successful in the Republic of the United
States.  The condition of Canada, its
youth, its population, its patural position,
and 1ts peculiar resources, point to the lat-
ter party ae having the greatest claim upon
the sympathies of the patriot, and the at-
tention of the statesman. The Conserva-
tive idea is a chimerical one, founded upon
a narrow view of humanity and its require-
ments ; the Whig doetrine is unsuited to a
country of backwoode, and mizxed immigrant
population ; the Radical creed is the only
one likely to tend to practica! benfits, or to
the elevation of worthy ability.

I shall confine myself to an exposition of
the principles of the latter party, simply be-
cause | look upon them as the best fitted to
to the circumstances of my countrymen ;
and because I regard them as the views of
a body which will, ere long, assume the
reins of government in this colony.

The purity of representation is the basie
upon which the superstructure is to be r
ed. Universal or Household Suffrage,
Vote by Ballot, Non—qualification of Pub-
lic Officers, other than freedem from crime
and ability to serve, and appointment of
Representation according to Population,
are the four corner stones of the edifice.—
Religious Toleration, Freedom -for Com-
merce, Abolition of Monopolies, Election
of all Local Officers by the People, Public
economy, and direct responsibility of both
Houses of Legislature, are its walls ;
whilst ¢ Equal Rights" is the motto inscri-
bed over ite entrance. Clever artizans will
be required to erect it ; and Patriotism will
be the only cement to ensure its stability.

An arduous but glorious work “is before
the true friends of Reform. The path is
neither an easy nor a straignt one. Tory
officials will use the whole influence of their
pesition to thwart the onward movement.
Perhaps one of the most difficult obstacles
to over¢ome or remove, will be the scruples
of those so-called Reformeors, whe} to
bear the Liberal title, but unde
the Liberal deed.
ened interests, 8,
ken friends, and timorous compatriots, will
all be thrown in the scale of the stand-still
advocates. The fight will have to be wa-
ged, not against Toryism, but a coalition
of Cuneervative and Moderate Reformers,—
The victory will be gained with sufficiett
triumphs to compensate for the labours of
Some may shrink from aid-

principles of Reform already possessed by

Canadisne, will pever wane becsuse the
people may profey claime to their extes-
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