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into Committee of Supply, Mr. Davidson in 
the chair. After the usual routine resolu
tions, the Committee adjourned until 12 
o’clock Saturday.

Mr Vail, from the Committee on Standing 
Rules, reported in favor of the following 
bills : The Police Bill, the Water and 
Sewerage Bill and the Bill relating to the 
Old Burial Ground in Carleton Ward—all 
Fredericton bills; bill providing for sewerage 
assessment in the Town of Portland and a 
bill in amendment of the Act of incorpora
tion of that Town ; and a bill defining the 
lines of marshes in the County of Westmore
land.

Mr Rygn gave notice of motion for Mon
day next.

A message was received from the Legisla
tive Council stating that the bill for the bet
ter providing for returns of Municipal and 
Civic indebtedness, had been agreed upon 
without any amendments.

Hon. Mr. Hanington introduced a bill en
titled an act to authorize the Municipal 
Council of the County of Westmorland to 
sell certain lands in that Municipality, which 
was read a first time.

Mr. Hill, from the committee on Corpora
tions,reported in favor of the following bills :
—To incorporate the Rothesay Water Com
pany ; to incorporate the New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island Railway Company; a 
bill to enable the Grand Southern Railway 
to amalgamate with or transfer to any other 
company, and for other purposes ; and a bill 
for the erection and maintenance of a boom 
across the Tatagouche River.

The House adjourned until 10 o’clock 
" Saturday morning.

SATURDAY, March 18.
The House met at 10 o’clock. After 

routine Mr. Elder introduced a bill to incor
porate the St. John Lock Co.

Mr. Crawford committed a bill to amend 
the act incorporating the Rothesay Water 
Company, Mr Hutchison in the chair. Pro
gress was reported with leave to sit again.

Mr. Lynott committed a bill to allow the 
Grand Southern Railway Company to ex
tend their lines and to amalgamate or transfer 
with any other company, Mr. Butler in the 
chair. The bill was agreed to with amend
ments. A clause was inserted at the sugges
tion of Mr. Blair so that the bill would not 
affect pending litigation. Mr. Willis asked 
for papers relative to the Miramichi Valley 
Railroad.

It was resolved to go into supply on Mon
day at twel /e.

Mr. Johnston moved his resolution as to 
whether it was the intention of the Govern
ment to do anything towards the matter of 
the readjustment of the representation of 
Kent, Gloucester and Carleton.

Mr. Wedderbnrn replied it was now under 
consideration.

The Attorney General introduced a bill 
amending the act relating to the old burial 
ground, Fredericton ; also a bill providing 
for a system of sewerage and water supply 
in Fredericton.

Mr. Wedderburn introduced a bill amend
ing the act incorporating the Carleton 
Branch Railway Company ; also a bill to fur
ther amend the act regulating the law re
lating to the local government of the city of 
St. John.

Mr. Barberie introduced a bill relative to 
the incorporation of the Dalhousie Branch 
Railway Company.

Mr Thompson introduced a bill further reg
ulating the police establishment of Frederic
ton.

Mr. Elder again committed the bill 
incorporating the Women’s Christian Tem
perance Union of Portland, Mr. White 
(Sunbury) in the chair. Bill agreed to.

Mr. Crawford again committed a bill 
amending the act incorporating the Rothe-, 
say Water Company ; agreed to.

Mr. Ritchie committed a bill incorporating 
the Quoddy Biver Boom Company, M 
Leighton in the chair.

The House took recess until 2-30
MONDAY, March 20. 

The House met at 10 o’clock. After 
routine several bills were advanced a stage, 
all the bills that passed on Saturday being 
Sent up to the Legislative Council for con
currence.

On motion of Mr Leighton the House went 
into committee on a bill to authorize the 
Town Council of Woodstock to provide a 
system of water supply for that Town, Mr. 
Kenny in the chair.

After considerable discussion progress was 
reported.

The Hon Provincial Secretary gave notice 
of motion for Wednesday next.

A message was received from the Legisla
tive Council stating that the bill in amend 
ment of the act authorizing the Board of 
School Trustees of Portland to issue De. 
bentures had been agreed to without amend
ment.

The Hon Provincial Secretary moved the 
House into committee to consider a bill in 
amendment of an act relating to the local 
government of the City of St. John. Mr. 
Beveridge in the chair. The bill was agreed 
to.

Mr. Butler introduced a bill to define the 
duties of constables and special constables 
and policemen.

Dr. Vail reported from the Committee on 
Standing Rules, recommending the suspen
sion of the rule in the case of the bill re
lating to the boundary or line ditches on 
the marshes in the County of Westmorland ; 
and that the rules be not suspended in the 
case of the following bills To authorize 
the erection of a lock-up house in Stanley, 
York County ; to further amend the several 
acts relating to the town of Woodstock in 
the County of Carleton ; and to incorporate 
the Richibucto and Buctouche Railway 
Company.

Mr McManus introduced a bill relating to 
the employment of constables in the inferior 
courts.

Mr Willis presented a minority and major
ity report from the committee appointed to 
investigate the matter of fees in the Clerk of 
the Pleas office.

Mr Leighton moved the House into com
mittee on a bill to legalize the valuation list 
of the County of Carleton for 1881. The bill 
was passed with amendments and ordered to 
be engrossed.

Mr Blair gave notice of motion for Wed
nesday next, moving the House into commit
tee to take into consideration the minority 
and majority reports of the Clerk of the 
Pleas committee.

Mr Sayre gave notice of motion for Wed
nesday next, as follows :—

Resolved, Thattrom the reports of the Sur
veyor General, the returns laid upon the 
table, and other information furnished by the 
Government, as to the sales of hemlock" and 
other timber Crown lands, this House is not 
satisfied that such disposal of the public lands 
was in the public interests, and cannot ap
prove of the action of the Government in the 
premises.

The House then went into committee of 
supply* Mr Davidson in the Chair.

The sum of $560 for Clerk of the Crown 
Supreme Court, Usher and Messenger of the 
Supreme and other Courts, passed.

The grant to pay the balance of importa
tion of stock, $5,350, passed.

The House took recess till 2.30. >
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met again in Committee of 
Supply at 2.30, when the item for the Blind 
Asylum, Halifax, passed.
. There was some discussion on the item of 
Contingencies, but it eventually passed and 
on the item of $1,800 for the Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum, Halifax, the discussion was kept up 
until adjournment at 6 when it passed.

The House in committee met again at 7.30 
in the evening and only passed one item of 
supply—that of $2.000 for school houses in 
poor districts. The entire evening was 
taken np with the discussion of this item 
and quite a circus arising out of it with the 
hon gentleman from Westmorland (Haning
ton,) who pitched into The Herald until he 
felt perfectly satisfied with himself.

Mr McLellan introduced a bill to amend 
the act to incorporate the Town of Portland 
and a bill to authorize an assessment for a 
new road in Ward 3, Portland, and the 
House adjourned until Tuesday morning.

TUESDAY, March 21.
The House met at 10 o’clock. After rou

tine several bills were advanced a stage.
The House went into committee on the 

bill entitled an act in amendment of the act 
relating to bastardy, Mr Morton in the chair. 
After some discussion the bill was agreed to 
with amendments. *

Hon Mr Crawford gave notice of motion 
for Thursday.

Mr McLellan presented the petition of T.
E. Milledge and 48 others praying that a 
bill entitled an act to authorize the Town of 
Portland to issue debentures and make 
assessment for a new street in Ward 3 may 
pass and become law.

Dr. Vail moved an enquiry of the Govern
ment if it is their intention to continue the 
subsidy to the steamer plying between 
Rothesay and Clifton, in the County of Kings.

The Provincial Secretary said that they had 
not had the matter under consideration, but 
as their attention was drawn to it, they 
would give it their consideration.

On the order of the day, supply, being 
called, Mr Hutchison moved as follows in 
amendment :—

Resolved. That all after the word “that" 
be struck out and the following inserted in 
lieu thereof :

Whereas, There are at present several 
vacant seats in the Legislative Council, 
which seats have continued vacant for 
several yearn past without sensibly diminish
ing the efficiency of that body ; and

Whereas, The Executive Government has 
declared it to be its policy by the adoption 
of all proper and constitutional means to 
bring about such a change in the constitu
tion as will vest all Legislative authority in 
this Province in the Legislative Assembly ; 
and

Whereas. The Government has signified its 
intention of filling np the vacancies in the 
Council and are considering the propriety of 
making the appointments thereto at the 
close of the present session ; and

Whereas, The discussions which have 
taken place in this House on the subject of 
the abolition of the Council have tended to 
direct public attention to the question so 
that a new House in dealing with this matter 
may claim to have the support of a pro
nounced public opinion on any measure it 
may adopt : , v;

Therefore ’iesolved. That in the opinion of 
this House it is not cither advisable or 
necessary that appointments he made to 
fill the vacansies now existing in the Legis
lative Council until at least after the general 
election and until all proper and constitu
tional means have been thereafter taken to 
effect the proposed chan ge.

Mr Hutchison, in speaking to his resolu
tion said it was not a question in which one 
side of the House was alone interested. The 
hon gentleman from Rcstigouche had given 
notice of resolution of a somewhat similar 
character, but it had not been moved, and as 
the question came up at th" :i vet election, 
he thought it was well that the a should hi 
an expression of opinion of the House on the 
subject. The Consolidated Statutes says 
that the Legislative Council shall be com 
posed of eighteen membeis. and that a 
quorum of eight shall be necessa y to carry 
on business. He did not tki ik that the 
usefulness of that body had been in any way 
impaired by these vacancies havi ig remained 
unfilled and thought th*1 Government should 
not now fill them up. If th"re was a neces
sity for having the full cumul 'ment of 
members in the Council it "xisted at the 
moment any vacancy occur red. Theatten- 
tion of'he Legislature was direct'd to this 
matter in 1879 when a measure to vest the 
powers of legislation in one chamfer subject 
to the rights of the Crown, was hinted at in 
the Speech. Although the Address in reply 
to that speech passed unanimously there 
were some members who objected to the 
paragraph touching this matter on the 
ground that the Government were not 
sincere, and he thought that this had been 
fully verified. In the same session a com
mittee of seven was appointed by the 
Government to confer on this subject with a 
committee of the Legislative Council of the 
same number, on motion of the Hon Previn 
cial Secretary seconded by the Hon M 
Perley. It was a question if the Council 
would have consented to a conference on the 
matter, but if he remembered aright the 
House had never heard.anything more from 
this committee, and the only result was that 
the Government got this matter off their 
consciences by a paragraph in the Speech. 
The insincerity of the Government was 
shown last year when a bill was introduced 
and some members were desirous of having 
the matter lay over until the approaching 
ejections. In concluding he said he thought 
that the feeling of the House was that the 
matter should be enforced upon the attention 
of the Government, and that the resolution 
should carry.

Mr Blair, who seconded the resolution, said 
he thought that there should be no difficulty 
in settling the truth of the statements in the 
first paragraph of the resolution. There was

nothing imperative in the constitution that 
the full complement of the Legislative Coun
cil should be kept up, but he thought that if 
it should be done at all, they should be filled 
so soon as the vacancies occur. To the 
second recital of the resolution he thought 
no possible exception could be taken. In 
regard to the committee that had been spoken 
of, he said that it was Appointed at such a 
late hour in the session that the House ad
journed before it was called together, and it 
is a question if the Legislative Council would 
have appointed a committee to meet it. When 
the bill for the abolition of the Legislative 
Council was presented in the House, the Gov
ernment said that they did not èxpect that 
that the' Council would pass it, but they 
were desirous of having this expression of 
their intentions go before the people. There 
was no doubt but what the Government did 
declare their intention of filling the vacancies 
in the Council this session, and he could not 
see what exceptions could be taken to the 
statements that the discussions in this House 
had drawn the attention of the public to the 
question, and that the coming House would 
be able to point to the expression of public 
opinion on this question when discussing any 
new measure in regard to it. He arguvd 
that the passing of this resolution would af
firm that the Council was an unnecessary 
branch of the Legislature, in that the House 
does not deem it advisable that these vacan
cies shall be filled, and thought that the new 
House would come back from the people with 
a very strong opinion upon the subject. He 
thought also that some more substantial ar
gument should be advanced against the reso
lution than that it was an infringement upon 
the rights of the Lieut. Governor in Council. 
There was no reason why these vacancies 
should be filled now, after having pended so 
long, and held that the Government had only 
put off the matter until the present time in 
order io strengthen their hafcds in this branch 
of the Legislature, at the last hour. He had 
much pleasure in seconding the resolution.

The Hon. Attorney General said he would 
show that the passage of this resolution 
would be against good administration in this 
or any other Province. He said that nothing 
had been done because the Government 
thought that it was such a question as should 
go before the people. A bill was prepared in 
accordance with this and passed the House 
by a large majority, but when this bill came 
before the Council what was done with it? 
Why it only received one vote—that of the 
member of the Government in the Council. 
He then took up the resolution, which he 
said was very well drawn, complimenting 
the hon. gentleman from Northumberland on 
the same, and dealt with its subject matter. 
He said the Government had Informed the 
House that they intended filling the vacan
cies, bat had mentioned no time.

The House then took recess-for dinner un
til 2.30.

After dinner the Attorney General, con
tinuing, said that the leader of the Opposi
tion had put forward arguments which could 
not be sustained under the British North 
America Act or any practice in this Province, 
in saying that the Lieut. Governor in no 
way represented the Crown. In support of 
this, he cited at some length from the opin
ion of the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Canada on the subject in a case 
similar to the one under discussion, which 
was opposite to what the leader of the Op
position had said, the judgment deciding 
that the Lieut. Governor had all the powers 
with which he was vested previous to Con
federation. He then moved in amendment to 
the amendment as follows :—

To strike out all after the word “ whereas” 
in the first preamble of the amendment, and 
insert iu lieu thereof the following:—

“The appointing of gentlemen to occupy 
seats in the honorable the Legislative Coun
cil is vested in His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, and under the princi
ples of responsible government His Honor’s 
advisers are responsible to the Assembly,- as 
the representatives of the people, for all acts 
of administration ; therefore

Resolved, That this House does not deem 
it expedient to interfere with the constitu
tional responsibility of the Governor in 
Council."

Mr Ritchie said that he (Fraser) had held 
that some of the recitals in the resolution 
were uot correct, and he could not agree 
with him, as he thought they were all sub' 
stantially true. The first recital, so far as 
truthfulness was concerned, would commend 
itself to the House. There was no need of 
discussing the second preamble, but it was 
the third, he thought, to which the Attorney 
General took exception. He held that if the 
House took the inquiry and the Government’s 
answer to it, stating their intention to fill the 
vacancies, there could be no doubt of the 
truthfulness of the recital. The Hon Attor
ney General had held that the whole bearing 
of the resolution was that the Opposition 
wished the matter put off until they got into 
power, as they hoped, that they might have 
the making of. the appointments to the va
cancies, and be pointed out the fallacy of 
this. He took up the statement that the re
solution attacked the prerogative, and dealt 
with the matter at. some length, citing from 
May that the House may instruct the Crown 
even as to the exercise of the prerogative. 
The Government hinged all on this matter 
as set out in the amendment, and he wanted 
to know what harm would actually be done 
if this resolution passed. It was demoral
izing to see the vacancies remaining unfilled 
for one, two, three and four years, or until 
the closing of this Assembly, when several 
members of this House were expecting to be 
translated to the upper chamber.

Mr Lynott said that no good reason had 
been advanced why the Council should be 
abolished st all. A time might come when 
it would be well for the common people of 
the country that there is another branch in 
the Legislature. He would oppose the 
resolution on two grounds.—(1) That the 
Government should not allow the Opposi
tion to thus shake its policy or dictate it; 
and (2) that the efficiency of the Upper 
Chamber should be maintained and the seats 
filled.

Mr Black said he was on record already on 
this question, which had been before the 
House often before. He held that in other 
countries the upper chamber was different 
from that in this Province; in the States it 
was elective and in Great Britain inherent 
with the nobility. He outlined and con
demned the action of the Government in this 
connection in the past, and reviewed the 
question of infringement on the prerogative.

He wanted to know why the Government 
were not willing to hear an expression of 
opinion from this House, but must fall back 
upon an amendment declaring the resolution 
to be an intrenchment upon the rights of the 
Lt. Governor in Council. He believed the 
Government should not now fill up these 
vacancies in order to give re-endorsation to 
those views they have so often expressed in 
the House before.

Mr Sayre thopght that this was a proper 
"time for the matter, to come up. He held 
strong views on the question, being in favor 
of the abolition of the Council. He held 
that the effect of the resolution would be 
merely to express the sentiment of the House 
on a matter in which the Government had 
before expressed their views. He reviewed 
the arguments adduced against the resolu
tion and attacked them, and said it was a 
dangerous thing to leave so many seats in 
the Council vacant from year to year as the 
Government could thns make any appoint
ments from time to time as then best suited 
their interests. He held that the fact of the 
usefulness of the Council not being impaired 
by these vacancies, was an argument against 
the necessity of the upper branch. The 
amendment he held would shut out members 
of the House from expressing their sentiment 
on the question. No one disagreed with 
what was set forth in the first part of the 
amendment ; it had nothing to do with the 
subject matter of the resolution ; for what 
the resolution expressed was the inadvisa 
bility of the Governor in Council exercising 
this peculiar power at this time and in 
this connection ; but it was the latter part of 
the amendment he took particular exception 
to.

Mr McLellan said.he could not see that any 
good reason, could be shown why the Conn, 
cil should be abolished. He could noi un
derstand why the members objected to the 
filling up of the vacancies, nor could he see 
the benefit to arise from the passage of the 
amendment, and be would therefore vote for 
the amendment to the amendment.

Mr Morton expressed himself as opposed 
to the continuance of the Legislative Coun 
cil, as he could not see the benefit of it at 
present ; but, although he was in favor of 
the amendment, he wonld vote for the amend
ment to the amendment.

Mr Barberie spoke at some length in sup
port of the amendment, and doubted if the 
amendment to the amendment was in order.

Mr Blair raised the point of order in regard 
to the amendment to theamendment, holding 
that it was net in order according to the 
practice in this House, and cited the author
ities and the practice in the Canadian and 
British Parliaments in support of this con 
tention.

After some discussion the Speaker ruled 
that the amendment to the amendment was 
in order.

The House met at 7.30 this evening, when 
Mr Blair spoke in reply to Hon Mr Fpwer 
for over an hour, showing the fallacy of his 
arguments. _ He maintained that the Execu
tive Government cauld'be advised as to what 
they should do by the Legislature, and cited 
Todd’s Parliamentary Authority in support 
of his contention.

The Hon Pytvincial Secretary closed the 
debate $nd iq.the course of his remarks made 
some'sneering allusions to Mr Willis which 
were entirely uncalled for and unprovoked 

Theamendment to the amendment was 
then put and carried on the following vote 

Yeas — Fraser, Wedderburn, Landry, 
Adams, Crawford, Perley, Hanington, Elder, 
Marshall, Theriault, Johnson, Turner,Colter, 
Leighton, Davidson, Beveridge, McLellan, 
Lynott, Woods, Morton, McManus, Butler, 
Lewis—23.

Nays — Blair, Willis, Black, Thompson, 
Hutchison,-Ritchie, Gillespie, Ryan, White 
(Sunbury), Cottrell, Vail, Hill, Sayre, 
Killam, White (Carleton), Barberie, Kenny 
—17. *

The House then went into Committee 
Supply and the-sum of $300 was voted for 
the Judge’s i-tthambers. There was some 
discussion between Mr. Willis, the Attorney 
General and Mr Blair relative to the sneering 
remarks of the Provincial Secretary, after 
which the House adjourned until 10 o'clock 
Wednesday morning.

WEDNESDAY, March 22. 
The House met at 10 o’clock, and after 

routine the bill in amendment of the Act re
lating to Bastardy was read a third time and

to incorporate the Fredericton and St Mary’s 
Bridge Company.

The time for receiving private bills was 
extended to Saturday next, at the suggestion 
of Mr Black.

Messrs Willis and McManus gave notices of 
motion, and several other notices of motion 
to suspend rules for the introduction of bills, 
were given.

Mr. Elder introduced a bill entitled an Act 
relating to the qualification of members to 
serve in the General Assembly.

The House then went into Committee of 
Supply, and spent the remainder of the morn
ing in discussing the item of $4,600 for both 
branches of the Legislature.

Recess was taken until 2 30 for dinner

THE WEEKLY HER ALD
Charles H. Loorin, Editor and Proprietor.
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THE PETITCODIAC BORE RAMPANT.

The Herald never did Mr. Hanington 
the honor to mention him until its issue 
of the 10th instant. The part he plays 
in the political arena is too insignificant 
to require any attention, and the only 
reason that reference was made to him 
then was because he had, with character
istic brutality made a most violent per
sonal attack upon the editor of the 
Herald. That attack he repeated on 
Monday evening, when he exhausted the 
whole vocabulary of Billingsgate in a 
paroxysm of impotent rage. The small
est of beer, if kept corked long enough, 
will pop and fizz when opened, so it was 
not to be wondered at that when Mr. 
Hanington, after his long waiting, un
plugged himself on Monday the air in 
the Assembly was fuU of noise and spit 
tie. Astonished spectators say that no 
man ever made such an ass of himself ; 
but they must remember that nature, in 
its kindness, saved him a good deal of 
trouble in that particular. When 
Balaam’s beast spoke, its first words were 
to remind its owner that it was simply an 

With Mr. Hanington “ the case is 
altered quite.” His first bray betrays his 
nature. ' As he only succeeded in 
making himself the . laughing-stock 
of the House and galleries, we 
shall not take the trouble to reply to hi» 
insane and incoherent abuse. Under any 
circumstances his reputation for veracity 
is so infinitesmal that the worse the 
things sure which he says the less weight 
they carry with them. As a falsifier of 
facts he is a phenomenon : for shameless
ness, a monstrosity. Most men have a 
scintilla of shame ; he has none. As 
crippled beggars at a church door ex
pose their distorted limbs to passers-by 
and boast of their superior deformity, so 
he displays his corrupt record to the pub
lic gaze and glories in the thought that it 
is fouller than My other. It is his sole 
capital, the only thing which recommends 
him to the party with which he is asso
ciated. They need some one to do their 
dirty work and Mr. Hanington finds it a 
congenial task. If a falsehood is so base 
that no respectable member of the Ex
ecutive dare utter it, Mr. Hanington 
springs to his feet and howis it forth. If 
a low, personal attack is to be male upon 
the present or the absent, Mr. Hanington 
chafes in his seat until he has an oppor
tunity to wallow in the mire which he 
evolves from the inexhaustible supply 
within him. His very presence in the 
Assembly is pestilential. If it were not 
for his insufferable conceit, he would re
ceive the pity which even those whom he 
assails would extend to a man afflicted 
with so diseasfed a mind and such an un
happy reputation. As it is, he has only the 
contempt of both sides of the House.

it is also unfortunate, to say the least of 
it, that the Speaker, in his selection of 
the Committee, should have happened to 
hit upon two gentlemen whose endorse
ment of the Government would be coup
led in the minds of the public with the 
fact that it is well known that they have 
been promised seats in the Legislative 
Council, if the Government lives to get 
through supply. It was scarcely fair to 
place these gentlemen in a position wher 
the independence of their judgment 
might be called in question. No doubt 
they acted conscientiously enough in ap
plying the whitewash ; but the mischief 
of it is that it will be difficult to get peo
ple to think so.

MR. WILLIS.

The chief part of the stock-in-trade of 
certain members of the Government is 
abuse of Mr. Willis, because he was once 
a member of the Executive. There may 
be something so essentially mean in an 
association with the gentlemen who form 
the local administration as to render it 
an everlasting reproach to a man that he 
has ever been connected with them. Mr. 
Willis, however, it is well known, went 
into the Government on the free school 
question, and went out man-fashion, rather 
than desert his old-time friend, Charles 
A. Everett, for the sake of supporting 
Robert Marshall, who was a well known 
exponent of the views of the separate 
school party. His course in this particu
lar will stand the test of the severest criti
cism, which is more than can be said of 
that pursued by his chief assailants, who 
sacrificed every particle of political credit 
they possessed for seats at the Council 
board and the salaries or emoluments at
taching to them. A more disgraceful 
instance of political prostitution than that 
of Messrs. Adams, Landry and Hanington 
never occurred ; yet they flaunt their 
shame in the eyes of the Legislature, and 
are never so happy as when trying to be
spatter some one else’s record. But the 
country knows them for what they are ; 
and their constantly repeated attacks 
upon Mr. Willis serve only to direct at
tention to their own degradation. There 
was not a man who heard the insolent 
attack made by Mr. Hanington on Mr. 
Willis on Monday night, who did not feel 
pity, not unmingled with contempt, for 
the blind, foolish egotism which prompted 
it, and Mr. Willis, by his spirited reply, 
won the sympathy of the whole House, 
except of the man who had assailed him 
and of the Provincial Secretary, whose 
countenance wore a cross between a grin 
and a smirk, which was intended to be 
withering, but was only disgusting.

The Gomroittee on Standing Rules re
ported,- recommending the suspension of rule 
186 for the introduction of the following bills : 
—To: -continue an Act to incorporate the 
Woodstock «and Harvey Railway Co ; to re
vest in the City Corporation of St John the 
property included in the trust formerly 
granted;!» certain trustees; to amend an Act 
to prevent bribery and corruption at Civic 
elections in the City of Fredericton; to fur
ther amend the several Acts relating to the 
Town of Woodstock, Carleton Co; to con
tinue an Act to incorporate the Caraquet 
Railway ; to incorporate the St John Dry 
Dock and Improvement Company.

The House went into committee on a bill to 
further amend the Police establishment of 
the City of Fredericton, Mr Ryan in the chair.

Mr Thompson, in explaining the objects of 
the bill, said it was to enable the City Coun
cil of Fredericton to erect the Police office 
anywhere they pleased within the city limits. 
The present Police office was on Carleton 
street, and it was proposed to remove it to 
the Officers’ mess-room in the Barracks, re
cently leased from the Dominion Govern
ment. The bill passed with some slight 
amendments in wording.

Mr Thompson gave notice of motion for re
turns of copies of all correspondence, papers, 
memoranda or petitions relating to a claim 
of Mrs Lucy A. Jones of Fredericton.

The House went into committee on the 
bill to authorize the Town Council of Wood- 
stock to provide a system of Water works 
for that town, Mr Kenny in the chair. The 
bill was, agreed to with amendments, and 
concurred in by the House.

Tfie House went into committee on Hon 
Mr Hanington’s bill to amend the Act incor
porating the St John Bridge and Railway 
Extension Company, Mr. White, of Carleton 
in the chair,

The bill was agreed to with amendments
The Provincial Secretary introduced a bill 

to incorporate the St John Dry Dock Im- 
prevent Company.

Mr Colter introduced a bill entitled an Act

The St. John Telegraph thinks the 
Clork of the Pleas matter will need to be 
explained very soon. Unfortunately no 
explanation is possible. The facts are 
proved on oath and must stand on their 
merits. No explanation is needed to 
show what they mean, nor can their 
meaning be reasoned away. Beyond the 
possibility of doubt it has been proved, 
in the face of the in lignant denial of Pro
vincial Secretary We lderburn, that large 
sums of money have been received and 
paid out every year without tin ling their 
way into the public accounts, and that 
their appropriation has been in direct de
fiance of law. When the Government 
gave $400 to the St. John Manufacturers 
Exhibition, Mr. Attorney General King 
told the House that if the payment was 
not sanctioned by a vote, the members of 
the Government would have to make it 
up out of their own pockets. Applying 
the same principle to Mr. Bliss’ case, the 
Government have paid him $200 a year 
for nine years, unlawfully. They are 
therefore liable to pay into the treasury, 
out of their own pockets, the sum of 
$1,800. They have no right to touch a 
dollar of the public funds without a vote 
of the House, except in certain emergen
cies, which no one pretends existed in 
this case. If they do so appropriate it 
they do it on their own individual re
sponsibility. The worst features of their of 
fence are their concealment of it for many 
years, to do which effectually rendered a 
second violation of law necessary, and the 
accounts of the Clerks of the Pleas were 
withheld from the House, the denial of 
the Secretary and the obstructive tactics 
of Mr. Hanington before the Committee, 
and the attempted whitewashing by the 
three Government supporters who were 
upon the Committee. It is a melancholy 
commentary upon the tone of the Legis
lature that every one knew in advance 
the kind of report that Messrs. Davidson, 
Beveridge and Lynott would prepare; and

TUESDAY NIGHTS VOTE.

Mr. Hutchison’s resolution, which is 
given at length in the proceeding of the 
Assembly, is entirely in harmony with 
public sentiment. In a political sense it 
was, perhaps, the most adroit motion 
which has been made during the exist
ence of the present Legislature. It com
pletely unmasked the Government, and 
exposed the deception which they have 
practised through the last four sessions. 
No one can gainsay Mr. Hutchison’s pro* 
position that as eight members of the 
Council constitute a quorum, and there 
are now fourteen members, the public 
interests would not suffer if the seats are 
kept open until after the next election, 
especially as they have been open for 
three years. If the Government is sin
cere in its expressed desire to abolish the 
Council, they could give no better earnest 
of that fact than to decline to fill up the 
vacant seats, until after the people have 
had an opportunity of pronouncing upon 
the question at the polls. But they are 
not sincere, and never were. To catch 
votes the first session, they put it in the 
speech that they would abolish the Coun
cil ; to hold votes in the last session, they 
declare that they “ will preserve our in
stitutions with a dignity becoming their 
importance,” and announced their inten
tion to fill to its full strength the body 
which they have pledged themselves to. 
do away vyith. Analyzing the vote we 
find that outside of the eight members of 
the Government, the five members who 
have been promised seats up stairs, 
Messrs. McLellan and Lynott who are im 
favor of maintaining the Council, and Mr. 
Morton, who admitted that he was about 
to vote against his convictions, just seven 
members of the House gave the Govern
ment their support on this, the first vote 
of want of confidence of the session, as 
against seventeen who voted against them.

In ancient days when the enemies of 
Rome were about to scale the walls of 
the Capitol the loud squawking of the 
geese within aroused the soldiers from 
their slumbers and the city was saved.. 
The geese became thereafter sacred in 
the sight of the Romans of those days. 
When our Capital was in danger Mr. 
Hanington made a great noise, and be
cause the vote of the Assembly was in 
favor of this city our evening contempor
ary holds him up as Fredericton’s holy 
goose. Let us examine his claims to the 
title. As an Executive Councillor Mr. 
Hanington has sworn to discharge his 
duties in accordance with what his con
science tells him are the best interests of 
this Province. If he believed that these 
interests required that the Capital should 
be in the centre of the Province he simply 
did his duty in voting as he did. If he did 
not so believe, but was actuated by some 
other motive, than he violated his oath of 
office.


