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EGARDED from ail’ sides the case of Percy
Bunce was not only curious in the extreme, but
was, at first, wholly mysterious, wholly iuex-
plicable. ’

There came a night: finally when the mys-
tery disappeired; when everything that had been so
strange was explained. Yet in all my memory of
newspaper adventure the case will always retain its

ebaracteristic of being curious in the extreme.

Percy Bunce was only a boy. To be exact, he was
Just eighteen years old. According to general stand-
ssras he was a good boy, and was so esteemed at Cold
spring Harbor, 1.. 1., where he lived with his parents.
His father was the town baker, and Percy gave him
gealous assistance, both in the shop and by driving
the delivery wagon. He did not frequent the town
pool parlor: did not smoke or drink. He was a regu-
lar attendant at church and Sunday school, and In
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The Curious Case of Percy Bunce

Deputy Sheriff Robinson d4id not lose a minute in start~
ing the organization of a posse to beat the woods in the
hope of capturing the would-be assassin or assassins. He
also telephoned to Huntington and a similar posse started
from that place. The two searching forces came together
in the woods later, but the hunt was wholly without
results

Searching for the Miscreants.

Percy Bunce, when seen regarding his remarkable adven-
ture, made_the same statement that he had on the occa-
sion of the first attack He said he could in no way ac-
count for the plots against his life,gand declared that if
any rival for the ha of the Huntington maiden existed
he had still to hear about it He expressed himself as
being as mys *d as anybody regarding the sources of
the deadly ts attempted against him

Ten days later a Cold Spring Harbor despatch told

assa

From a Reporter’s Recollections

BY CHARLES SOMERVILLE

written on scented paper. This has given rise to the opin-
fon that some girl, jiited by young Bunce, has eniisted a
band of champions to wreak vengeance on the youth. But
young Bunce himself will give no countenance to this ex-
planation. He says that there never has been another
girl In his life.

Not long after this remarkable happening had been
recorded in the newspapers Cold Spring Harbor
again interested the newspaper editorial rooms. A

tion of the road through the woods. Robinson ordered
a team hitched to a light road wagon and said he
would be glad of my company.

Pete Smith arrived at this juncture with the hat
dangling in his fingers. A bullet had raked it from
back to front. I said nothing of the deductions that
I made just then regarding the hat, but got into the
carriage with the official and we drove toward Hunt-
ington.

In the lonely wood-shrouded section of the road
where the hat had been found and where the other
three attacks were declared to have been made on
young Bunce we halted the horses, took the lanterns
off the carriage and began a hunt of the woods for

through it the top of your skull is not now shot off ™

“What?” he demanded.

T put my fingers in the two bullet holes. Owing to
the snugly fitting character of the hat the bullet’s
course with the hat on Percy’s head must have trav-
elled through his brain,

Percy glowered, but, of course, had no explanation
and attempted none,

“Percy,” I sald, gently, “it is very plain to me that
you are a liar.”

“Don't you call me no such name as that!™ sald
he, preening his muscles.

But Deputy Sheriff
said coldly:

“Et certainly looks like you air lyin’, Percy.”

“It's a misdemeanor punishable by one years im-
prisonment to deliberately give false information te
the newspapers,” I sald rather loftily, looking Percy
squarely in the eye.

Robinson, who had listened,

this maunner held the very good opinion of his elders.

the while his prowess as a swimmer, boxer, baseball
player, wrestler and runner held him above condemna
tion as a prig by the youngsters

“Is that right?" he asked, with sudden mildness.

“That’s absolutely right,” 1 said. “And I mean
to investigate this business from beginning to end.
All these hold-ups—everything."

Percy was also a very good looking boy, in a
ruddy cheeked, sturdy fashion, and had a gallant Uncxpectcd Revelation.
though wholly respectful eye for pretty girls. With e
rey tried t i
them he had been clearly the town favorite, and “Yn’uy no:(;n'(“" ":L”P,n:;l' Tt’ll‘:hllxis looked pale.
. L] »: 3
it is readily to be supposed that dismay filled the i ere warn't no hold

of
tears when

many a Cold Spring Harbor
the news went out that a

long lashed
damse! with

eyes

“What?" demanded Deputy Sheriff Robinson.
White Caps?”

“Ne

slender, little young person of Huntington, ten miles a i
away, had possessed herself of the affectlon and .
lbﬂoklutp |le)\'(‘»[lun of Percy Bunce No throwin’ a knife at yew—no tryln' to lynch
3 > s yew—no tyin' yew to a tree?"”
It was at a picnic given jointly by churches of e s '1'\[ § y €
o, g rey  steadily
Cold Spring Harbor and Huntington that Percy and e B i il . ’
hie 2 ( ne official, * at”—
the pretty girl had met. Immediately that bappened “I did 1t all m ' Al 1 th T ‘
ysel s 1€ g
they had fallen in love. Whatever else is curlous e il ”,- “nu‘ ¥ 3
4 ou 8 ) CTazZ declare R i
about the case of Percy Bunce, it was no wonder B HZY, eclared Robinson In de-
at all that Percy should have fallen in love with ) B ) .
h.r,1 |)nl tl \\;lhnr(i\w‘ of having afterward seel No, I ain’t crazy maintained young Bunce
P! e § 1 3
E ) stoutly. “I just t! it it s the ay.”
her, I can say that she was very pretty Indeed; “Th,p "M‘)‘l‘\“ lu;nx! 'i t\ : mkh‘;,.[l way
< ray rw aske
trim of figure, graceful, had soft, golden bair and . St : A or wha asked him
Well,” said Percy, “you see, I'm in love with that

big, candid, clear blue eyes and a most sweetly ;
mfno(l r-w‘ ‘rix ted nw\xﬂ{ And there was Percy little girl In Huntington, but she's only sixteen and
ose 1te . A ,
ith l" i houlders, raddy cheeks, chestnut I'm only eighteen, and my father wounldn't listen to
s sturdy shoulders, « cheeks, ¢ 5 >'g
w hi dy y me marryin’ her till T was twenty-one, and her folks

curls and large, honest looking brown eyes. A prefty wouldn’'t hear of it neithe But K w we!
P r n we new e were
rely complete symboliza
pair they were surely in their co e 3 old enough and that our love ain't never goin’' to
Gt o th: o 9
tion of freshness and youth change. 8o,” sald Percy, smiling blandly into the

Shadow of Tragedy.

angry eyes of the outraged deputy, “‘we thought it

But suddenly the black and baleful shadow of out that if T was always gettin' held up and threat-
tragedy fell across the sunny path of this tender ened and shot at, an' things like that, maybe my
A Long Isiand romance Percy Bunce became the mother and father and her folks'd let us get married
victim of queer and <hocking outrages His life right away, rather than have me riskin' my life
was repeatedly th tened He seemed not only to drivin’ over to see Ree? That's the way we
be the chosen victim of a desperate band of con schemed it out. She wrote the notes and I did the
& spirators, but to be altogether at their mercy other things—tied myself to the tree and stuck the
! News of the amazing and perilous adventures of knife in the wagon and put the rope around my neck—
Percy Bunce not only startled and shocked Cold and—shot this hole through my hat.'
Spring Harbor and Huntington, but attracted the Deputy Sheriff Robinson mounted his carriage with
attention of the metropolitan press. 1 have not at N A a determined step, and I got in with h'm
3 band the clippings of the despatrhes sent out by " 7 v"l-“ “Gimme a lift Into town?" asked Percy
the local correspondents at the time, but my recol ‘//// “'{ “No, by gosh!” said Depuaty Sheriff Robinson. “Yew
lection of them is quite clear. The first read about l., / walk in. The cool air’ll do yew good. And yew’re a
1 as follows Tk 'W pretty big boy, but if your dad don’t take yew into
K. CoLp SpRiNG HARBOR, May 2 —Percy Bunce e =9 the barn and hand out a good dose of strap oil, by
of one of the kn ns of this pl was a gosh, T'll do It myself—yew-—yew innercent faced
e e A i sonng sealawag—yew, Ferey Bunce:”
¥ s sweetheart = - o
‘.'ll"‘h:nd}rl:\'r between Huntington and Cold Spring Harbor
y - s, and the ros very lonely after dark 2 3 1 X A
R e s i Mt sk ot x Dotes I'rial Marriages a Fact
about three miles from Cold Spring Harbor it passes NE marriage in twelve in the United States ends
3 th;ouxh :‘):‘:~’ u\:\r N L L O\n the divorce courts The number of divorces
"e"l“’";‘;““"’:} o M‘"W‘ Siia s wCik Datne Hik fathers has increased so astonishingly of late years that
horse and wagon for the purpose. At the point of the at the present rate of increase within ten years one
road where it trave s the woods the White Caps to the marriage in every six will ultimately be annulled. The
r:ﬂl\ﬂ‘rn“vfﬁ':\‘ at st, according to the "’”;':"’" ":" much discussed trial marriage, it would seem, is about
..L:\«im“n “ una e W to be realized. Incidentally the proportion of divorces
Booh a8 he fe y ds of his assallants says he is far higher In America than in any foreign country
realized very well the .'1T«lts.~nvs.“‘if\ ':’":Ii o‘:t,"\',.‘;";“.. sufficiently civilized to record such statistics. The
BE & tes snd tied thers. One of the asssllants ga States, which was 20 in 1870, had risen to 82 in 1895,
3 patient horse a slap on the flank that started the fri or. in other words, it has practically been trebled in
3 +aed animal galloping toward Cold Spring Harbor thirty-six years.
B e o e i ot i R i R b A A
r at one o'clock In the Her husband laughed a > ¢ p 2 th 1 & Island wn ¢ ; fre he " ¢ 3 . I flashed the of the United States. The laws governing divorce not
# her fears. but she decided to wait till the boy got hc It y h P > ” 1 dow som distance. but only differ widely in the several States, but frequent-
::,.:“«:{frpv‘h: )nx-r’Jl”):u:”“n‘-d:”»dl “ »-v\ \ that A W pen v ¥ 1 S§ ally in re » signs and, queerly enough, : (‘nnlrn.dn-l "ll"‘ ?fnul!:v: In the West and South
he would find the tern in the kitchen shed. but whe P 1 W ( y gard to affa 1 was s But as I stains » road wonld indicate that a man (D¢ rate is considerably higher than in the East and
3 she got no reply became alarmed anew #nd awakened ! ; S eft the offi Bunce  had been shot to death the North. Since a great proportion of the divorces
husband. He found the wagon empty. He called two *F B ,‘ W ppings And while we searched Percy Bunce in the life anted in the Western s are sought by people
' neighbors and they nto the wagon and drove ba , : . A P. ble Cleir appeared. Pete Smith bad telephoned to the Hunt from the East, who temporarily take up residence for
along the Huntingtor When t at A IC ic Llew § 5 o R d
woods they heard moans and weak « 5 and the Perhaps > sang of White Ca \ ington police, and t} had immediat rted. as the purpose, it is unfa o say that any one sectiom
s got out and f « nce tled to a tree r fro ERAn k,” he s A a ¥ v ve We had, for the place. On the way they t Percy Offends more than.any other
3 the road. He half hysterical. but ma > ks e o AP He was wandering in the road, chattering, In New England, New York, New Jersey and Penn-
3 lnme(h'mx of the f"-";k V"l-'\" ‘rﬂ“’ "" " "‘v‘".' ""‘r _’ i“ Z : e %t of i Sk mamanad thi Shae by afiet T Bal excited, and s Iy at zed. But sylvania there were, for example, 72203 divorces be-
:f :vn?l':;d";‘: a ’:”-‘f.lb'.l '.‘t‘;.:‘n:;nr‘.‘y\:‘m- \, ),! .\ :: Al b fr % th®  (Cold Spring Harbor and ad viewed the alme on said » canld tween 1867 and 1888, w between 1887 and 1908
r and crossbones in red had been painted on his forel s £ thi: robhe - 1 pen had done the oW tell his story the number had jumped to 142,820. In the Middle
7 and a note was found pinned to his coat. The young m nes h . wally e ] o Vs i d the Percy’s Thrilling Story West, in the district bounded by Ohio on the east and
i hl‘:d!:l'u'vﬂ:\'v— S 1;‘:‘;:? lt‘.: .‘l:;nnﬂv:ui"“y.r.“i e b : assa rime They must b the and then I ving al g on my way 0 the Dakotas on the west, the number increased fromw
t::‘e 'n';k-r’:" s‘/"{' s bodsidin "‘ Esiirss E Youns ¥ b out of the post S s s the firat . ¢ 162,803 in the earlier period to 434,476 In the lates
Er s T all » . ve for they used uch dvnamite that they nc way over; and just I ds 1 ol Almost one-half of the total number of divorces for
s e S TIrE SO b ey only blew the safe apart blew down half the my revolver, like I a s do nowads Then some- the entire Unlon were lssued in this section. The
2 B oo narifng Peroy Bunés S e nost ‘office besides body vel 5 I whipped oSt rapid rate of increase in the number of divorces
¥ g oat ,,m.: wi ,‘,_.”\:.,:, ,M'j""‘  gpent 2 . e SeaEh B8 s » 1 asked the postmaster up the ) s l-n. be found in the South. In Texas, for instance,
THE WHITE CAPS As bef ¥ > Wi he said, rubbing his stubby ehis ks A Bt w increase In the two periods was from 11,472 te
SIHOIPI0Ie oo % didn’t get nothir A in the safe was a fl and [ seen a t 2
S ton | to Ry . : g e ¢ ‘siaipa, An Sanlor paliting ¢ I'be pumber of divorces for the eutire country fis
1 e v to explain ,' 3 : RS b hwtal: close e The i 1 -4~M‘Hruhng In tweaty years there have been praee
h kmn»::i:;: ,:,,( _,i. p: i e matter of his love a.-,nlv‘,p,.:ll,‘_‘v : Qi s SN Aside fro wasn't much of a “story.” fainted and fell out of the wagon. Ix 1se whe [ ';vl s ]"XKT'“N gieecces L"rvnlml in._America, - The
8 tngton, and could (hink of no other reason why he s But. s e 1 te It at the Mlttle telegraph came to—you know. got my 51 tota ‘nnmh-r of marriages for the same period in
] have been attacked »ung Bunce is well known 1 n 't : office s then went » local hotel. It was after walkin' arcund like a fool v I P A WEN A frile m..m D N S
z popular in Cold Sp Harbor, and the whole town is ¢ 2 “ . X nine o'clock, bat Deputy Sheriff Robinson, who the wagon he thought he'd killed me and ran away teresting to note in this connection that but three
BRI Crec the sizanse witals rs of his las when gwned the hote promised to have dinner pre- It's gettin’ to be awful, ain't it, Mr. Robinse way Per cent of the population warry in the average year.
Searcely a ?\(-pL had pngxtod when a second de- tiod. to a tie the il T -\\\'h me in the dining room I'm bein’ »d? And I don't kn EHLREEEN S Of all the divorces granted some thirty-eight per cent
: spatch was printed in New York newspapers which ;': , . :- ! -\ rom a ke ‘._.v L i Tet T i b A varcatton Al e fhte : s el Shaok: hie Hond were l(l‘;lu(l‘i.] n‘n the plea of desertion. One of the
Sl fo this manner B ,‘f",r.",f tanker e made the trip 1o 0f Percy Bunce. The good man shook his bead After all it was the hat with the builet hole in ft ¢St remarkable phases of these statistics is that
! rr:z:-‘r;a:(‘:;:‘m tj;\::ix‘r';wnrl:{‘.r,-v 11:;?:;»"«.?"1\”::;}; d:\.: nothing ‘happe ¥ t ‘Darndest case t ed around here ™ ear the mystery of the curlous case of :.‘f::«.; “T (p:k:e"m r::lf ¢ ?:“. s P
ago the young man was heid up. assaulted and tied to a late at night. He wa ned. and de he said. *Can’t make ! il of It. Looks like When Percy had finished talking 1~ I,] e orue: [ (he aTen: IAICENY. 2 i
tree by White Caps, who left a note pinned to the breast 1o - b b_’ IS IACE X VAR, 2 W ST spite of everything we o, they'l! git thet boy an’ t over to the carriage and got his hat off the seat both parties to the divorce consent In advance to the
of his coat threatening him with death S A s o Tty toee kil him yet Percy.” I sald. “the holes In this bat show that the >cParation, and the only difiiculty encountered is in
B oo o vevout Homincon: and Gua sorog Hareer Shec. e i ravet oo ot Soddenly thre sounded cries atsbe he TOOm.  blie nfered from the back. almast n the centr of  *2USYIE the law. In the case I which motice was
Biids ‘the first attack ocourred "“' yregon He says } en to know the “Pap! Pap. Where are yer. pap? the bat and came out in front. almest in the centre.” st le:‘l,ﬁ St r:-:ttth cent
¥ Young Bunce had driven to Huntington to visit z ": ,"' " Ses ‘v'“"“"d'“:"‘ “In here, son,” the oid man called <.” he said ek ek l b o Yugsnai e notice
B\, friend, using his father’'s horse and wagon. The K 1 his = off the m"; Master Robinson dashed into the room. his pale blue “Well, that wagon vou drive has & closed back and L semen D the newspapers only three per ceat
# has openings on the sides, such wagons as are fam E = : g - 3 2 were contested
& used by bakers and milkmen. It was the first trip he had  ocr fhe w signals to him  eyes wide with excitement. He was breathless open sides. How Is it the huliet dida’t go through the
made to Huntington since the night of his former mys- ot if he cared And just as “Pap—pap,” he finally spiuttered. “ther got Percy  gides of the ha More than one-fourth of alt the divorces are granted
B o0 iufortinate experierice ip all hope, he knelt ¢ » turf, the  Bunce again. He's been shot™ “Don’t know.” said Perc-, frowning. “Must have [0 the wife. For every divcrce for cruelty granted to
As he drove through the same clump of woodland. he Beavad “Shot?” the deputy sheriff der . instinctively had my head turned away from him when he shot— the wife there are three granted to the busband. Only
:‘ny'ut;a':\‘x‘dorl:d\)’h:t:r:n:‘::\':‘?‘\;r: :-;“:'D::‘!:: ;’:_hf,_..\t, 2 as the m x's adjusting the badge of office that ne on his waist roast I;aro been looking out of the other side thinkin’ in' "ifzhl"‘n per cent of all “l".f.“"’m granted was
from & long bladed knife—a meat cleaver—that was huriel "’.“W“ - aper gl SR WSS WY thee. v g ot B AR sl
at him out of the darkness. The thing narrowly missed " 0 T8 © o ’m: :‘:::"X Awiul News. ~But if you were looking that way, how could you asked for alimony and two out "r sixteen obtained it.
B S Shick In the side of the waseh, Thorcushly time to ave : s “Yep; and they took his hody away, t0o.” panted see his face when the pistol flashed ?” The proportion of husbands asking for alimony was
: and amv'.h':ff:{a'fd’l‘:"Q.’f',“’.‘f.’.dvn'”’ ‘;‘I‘e h:{:ir:-:dm%:gm;" A8, balos 4 nd roads for miles the boy. “His hat's been fuuﬁd with a bullet hole “Idom’t kmow,” snapped Percy. “Say. I mn‘f rvm'onl- bat 2.8 per cent, and but 'UN per cent received it. It
B e o 4 S b A T 0L M0 Bumes s S sy T e g WG et R S N SR L L i o et s Sl ot
B R A Tore vos 1o the Tadh. Yo contemts opnoe axs °d s ever to kN0  road. He's bringin’ It to you. soon as be fakes Mr. kmow.’ o e Coraece R e
B84 as Lollows:- attacks, or have siven anvbody Bubce’s horse and wagon home—found the horse “Well, here’s your hat,” ¥ said. The sverage dnrztion of marriage terminated by di-
T :Wo:w«%@moma “ 2 such serious offence that they should demand his life » standin’ ia the road ™ Percs clapped the cap on his head. It was what s vorce is jost ten years. Fally two-thirds of all these
B O T e e e T, PO WA b o el | o Aot o = B B 2 B . W e i - v Ve
3 BEEE Fre vt thesd roads of Darlt 62 your Nife i .”“':( © ew YOS coat in the doorway the boy told ms that Percy ower his scalp rate ?( Incresse it will be in a few years to
i L 2 THE WHITE CAPS - A roani the nitics Bunce’s hat had been found in sbout the same spot “Percy Bunre.” | said, as solemnly as I eould, “how ecalculate the probable length of marriazes from these
POV PP UPIPUPIPIPIP USSP PSP TP EPEE SN 5 sad b e hand ang Where the other attacks had occurred—the lovely sec-  is ¥ it you had t hat on when the bullet went tables with rensonabie certzinty
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