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strances and opposition from ber aunt,
Bhe was surprised and gratified to find
hew talmly Mrs Pemrose sccepted the
mateer.  Kven when Malocw Kirk ex-
pressed his wish, gravely, but with
firmuess, that they might be married at
onoe and go together to the new parish
to begin their life together, Mrs Pen-
rose offered no decided objection.
“You are neither of you. children,”
she finally said to Dorothy with a sad
smile. “You koow your own miods
by this time. 1 want you to be mar:
vied here in this house, of course, It
seems very sudden, Buf T don’t
blame Mr Kirk.”
“0f course not,” said Malsom Kirk
degidedly, as he looked Dorothy in the
face,
8o it came about that & wonth later
the president. of the semivary faculty
came down to. Beverly one morning,
and Dorothy and Muloom Kirk were

1 4 she slowly rose  and
turoed and faced him, Like all gitls
whe dream of lovers, she had her
dreams, ber ideals, her imaginings,
8he leoked vp at hin pow, and the
blood rushed impetuously through him
88 ha saw the beginning of her answer,
Bhe had learned to love kim durisg
his absence abroad, during her recent
vorrow, during the days that followed
her boreavement, It was not so sud
den as it might scem, for Dovethy had
learned when Raleigh spoke to her
that aftersocw that the greatest reason
why she could mot love Him was be-
oavse he already loved Maloom Kirk.
8o she gave him then and there what
be asked,  Ab, Maloom Kirk, not this
side of heaven will you know the power
of that flood that lifted your heart and
all it gontained - when you first heard
the woman you loved sey, a8 she lifted
ber face to yours, “Yes, T will share
your life with you, Yes, I love you."

it every moment
life that beloogs beth to this world and
to that which is to come,

They reached their journsy’s end at
the close of & day, and entered the
town by wight. There was quite s
little gathering at the statisn, curious
to see the new minister, and the super-
intendent bimself, whe bappened that
week to ba in that part of she state,
was present to weloome them and ine
troducé them to & little handfel of
their parishioncrs.

There was a parsonage, & furnished
house of five rooms close by the vhureh:
A suppor was ready for them, A little
company came io aftorwards to greet
them, and the peopls scomed. to be
traly ghd to see them. The sight of
Dorothy’s beauty astonished them all,
Sha was s litile amused at the evidout
look of disappointment with which
everyone first saw her husband,

the church with the same feeling deep
in their souls, Their hearts kindled
at their opportunity, And io she is.
finite places of the heavenly ‘hosts,
good and evil, God sud the dovil weted
the entrauce of these two ohildres of
light into that lawless, wachristian
town of twenty.five years ago, and
from what at once began to be there it
scemed withio the rcash of a tromend-
ous reality that heaven and bell bagan
Lo struggle for a supremacy marked by
gveuts which will leave their record in
the Bovk of Life with startling elears
ness, ‘For these twa Christisss bad
entered tho avena of the great human
battle for victory over the world, and
the two greatost forces in the univurse
now began to test their powers as they
bad wover yet been tested in. that
plae .

CHAPTER VIiIL

merried in the presence of a vory few
of Dorothy's Hermon fricods and two
of Kirk's classmates, who had been
settled over parishes near Boston.
Kirk had made all his preparations for
leaving.+ A fow. days before he was

Two bours later Maloem Kirk went
ouk into the starry night and dawn on
the gea beach; and with the freshoess
of the fica breeze blowing about his an-
cevered head, be thanked God for the
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‘[large extent, had been powerless to
persunde ber husband to come to het
3| brother's aid, But he wee sbaorbed
tonight in the thoughs of Dorothy,
He keia# that a orisis io biv lifo hed
come. |
‘After tea they wont into the recep-
| viou-room again. Mrs Penrose stayed

" Be was fally aware ihat tho wh
| favurs of his life work would be;
of the next f

precious, priceless gift of this woman's
heart, They had had much to say, as
true lovers always have. Alwayg they
had come back to the undyibg thewo
of their love for each” other. “She
loves me 1" hekept saying to himself,
And the wayes, and the night wind,
and the stars, and the harbor-Jights,
and the pines near the beach all joined
in the same soog.  He walked up and
down the eaods umsil the early morn-
ing, He found his face wet once with

married, the president of the faoulty
had surprised him with the announce:
ment that the ‘sales of his pamphlet
bed been wet aside by the publishers
for the benefit of the seminary, but by
unanimous consent the cutire amount;
something over twe bundred dollars,
was-now ab. Kirk’s disposal. . Maleom
Kirk was not geing to be a pennilesa
bridegroom. in any case, He had alv
ready reoeived eince his return from
abrosd several checks for writing be
tears, He ran soress s loug strip. of | had done during his  Just yesr in the
bench exultant, and waked from one of | seminary sud while in Londoo. 8o
his veveries to fiod himself kuee deep|he was: able to start towards the new
in water, for the tide was coming in,|home with much courage and - the
and he koew nothing of tides, only of kmowledge that Derothy would not
the one that had risen in his own epirit. | miss too, mauy of the old luxaries.
But he drew back out of the water| Baty Dotothy; onoe she bad given
laugbing, snd finally found bis way to | ber heart to Maleom Kirk, and said to
the inn down by the pier, where Lie|him that she would ' share hiy Dife,
had breakfasted, - Buk what he ate, or | entered upon & new and contented ex,
whether b até auything, was probably | perience, such a6 in all her fuxurious
unkeown to bim, at least he was pob ! 1i% she bad mever before felt.. [t is
uble to  give Dorothy eotisfactory'perfectly true that she loved him with
answers when he same bsck to’ theout condition. She put Ler hand in
house, bis with the trustful ‘confidence of a
Hlis dream was & roslity. She met] child, and it is no exaggeration to say
ham with the Jook on her face that was | it sho would have been happy with
never to die/out "of it as loog 88 bo| hipy anywhere, rich or poor, famods or
lived, and together they weot 1o to lL‘ obsoure, successful or defeated.

Mprs Penrose. | The train whirled them on into the

“When they know him they will
fove him," she ssid to herself with un. _.Nelrly three  yoars sfter Maloom
faltering trust in his viotory over them, l\u-k. nn.d hl‘i .Ilf\: had m-ku' their
She came out on the poroh with him |Promi-e 1% this little Homo Missionary
aftor all the members had-gowe away, church of Corrad, one evening in
and together -they tricd to get semie Beptember » ltrnyr stepped out of
dea of the place whish was to'be (heiy |the-east-tound Clilsego expross Npop
bome. The night was starry and the the phtfor'u at Conrad, snd enquired
prairie vastacss impressive to them. for the residenge of the . Rov, Malcom
They had never either of them lived Kirk, :
outside of a bill country. ““He lives up by the chiireh,” said
«How large did you say the town the man te whom the question was put,
wae, Malcom ?" “Come out to the end of the platfori
«About ffvecn husdred piorle, . so |2 L'V show you." .
the superintendent sags,” The stranger followed, and the man
“How wany church members are polated wp the street where. the tower
there 2" of the little oburch could be seem.
WRifth-seven on the roll, “You'll find himin the parssnage
forty living bere.” close by, st the right of the ohureh,”
Wi(an't wo go over and look ioto the The stravger thanked bim snd starts
church ? T am curioys to see it," said {ed down the _I‘I‘“f’_"‘ steps, whea the
Dorothiy, She spoke in such a glad, m'“':"IIG" sfier him.
happy voice that Mulcom Kirk, es be .“.l bey're having trouble » the
stood there with his arm aboyt ber "’_'“"_‘“'.' house, 1 theught if you
said, “You are happy, little womas, dide’t know I ought to tell you, They
aren’t you ?" bave a very rick baby there.”
“Qan you ask 2" she replied, and he| The stranger prased aod Jooked wo-
was satisfied, One of the trustces had | certainly at the mav,
feft a church key with him. They “I woo't go there, thew, if I ought
walked soross the pursonsge yard, tak: |mot. I am ome of Mr Kirk's old
ing'n Jawp trom the bouse with them, y ol tes. I stopped off on
and together thcy went in, my way home from Colorado, where I
It was s smoll v om, with s=ats for [bave been taking my vacation, FPore
about one hundred sad fifty. <A small {haps T bad better nob oell there fo-
olass.room in the rear and o ohoir rail* |night, 1 didn's kuew of his trouble,
ing in frout of the organ, which was in Do you knew how sick the baby is "
o little rcoess ot sno sido of the plat-| “No. It's seriows, The dooter has
form. been thero nearly sll day.” .

About |

Dorothy's atut was somewhat pcr-“;wult. Toto the land of the prairies.
ploxed, and, to tell the truth, o good | Toto the lad of new things, of these
Jeal “astovished at the cvents of the | vague possibilities that always go with
last twenty-four bouss, Dorothy had|an untried community, And Dorothy
told her all, and there wus no question | every moment felt more and more con-
in Mrs  Penrosé’s  mind that th01 tent Malcom Kirk - satisfied: her
duugbter of Joho Gilbert had wade | idvals,  lis noble vature was continu-
her defioite glad shoice of this awk-| ally ‘revealivg te ber now phases of his
ward, anhandsome, poor young minis-| Obristisn purpose, He bad eothus
ter a8 her future husbind. Bhe could | iasm, and he was the only man who
not deny tust the young man was & | had ever been able ‘to kindle hers,
gentloman, ~ Also #hat be bad vory | The thought that they were to work
superior qualities of mind and heart: | together filled her with & heaveoly de
But the fact remained 4hiat he hud o/ light, She rejoiced i his strength, bis
prospects except his Ko-! “Missionsry | munhood, bis inwurd.lifc.
fivld and o somewhat ubeertain income As for Maloom Kirk, be was trans-
from occasions] writings, formed by all that he now possessed.
Wheo she piotured Dorothy in a sod | His poor Home Missionary chareh be-
house, of & dugout,”OF & shenty, in | came (o bis thought & gigantio enghae
that vague, wild, unconth place oalied | of power, with this glorious woman
Houg west,! liviog io & of plain, |now his wife, who was to ba by s
ansultored people, suoh'as sbe placidly | side henceforth, Ho trombled at the

s

for balf an hosr, and then suddenly

ok for_graoted lived on the prairiss, | extent of such a love and conseorated

e
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Malcom Kitk sct the lamp down on | The stravger besitated, and finally
‘the pulpit snd with bis wife steod moved on towards the parsonage.
{ looking over the ro m, 1 will simply stop and enquire at the
! “My dear,” said Dorothy, mestiing house, and then go (6 the betel," he
{up close to him; *'do you think we two enid to hiwselt,
{ean help to ‘bring in the kingdom,’ as When be kuocked st the little parsos.
| you 2ay, into this town 7" age, Dorothy herself opened the door.
| Malcom Kirk Iooked at the room, at|  ‘“This is Mrs Kirk ? - T am Mr Wil.
ihiu pulpit Whare he was to preach, and | 400, one of Mr Kirk's claskmates at
ot his wife, and he fully understood | Hermon, You remensber me T I was
what Dorothy meant, on my way from Colorado sad stopped

“Do you miean that we will sed bow |off 10 see him, I just beard of theill-
much (we people oan do to makelness of your baby. =" ;
heaven on earth for fifteen bundred| “Comeim, Mr Wilsen, 1 keow Mal.
other peeple ?" com will want to soe you," she said, sad

“Yes, and wlcther in our Jife-time |be entered with some reluctance to in.
wo oan redeom whatever is evil here|trude st such  time, but her mamner

ive i » assured him that bis presence was

and give it back to God X

“We will do it by bi W aald gratefal to them.
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Malcom Kirk, gravely. It seemed to prtt= R o IR R
bim almost aa if they two, there in| Little Clarence—Ps, what de people
their little church, had made a solemn eather their nosts with |

Pa—Omh down is the best thingT °
promise to redecm the souls of all the | know of, ¢
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